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The  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Quebec,  will  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Montreal,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th 
day  of  January,  AD.  1806— A.I.  2426. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THB 


qi>and  Chapter  oi  Ro|al  Aiich  Ma^on^ 


OF   QTJBBEO, 


The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  assembled  in  Eighteenth  Annual  Grand  Con- 
vocation in  Royal  Albert  Chapter  Rooms,  in  the  City  of 
Montreal,  at  three  o'clock,  on  Tuesday,  the  29th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.   1895,  A.  I.  2425. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT: 

M.  £.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Gnnd  Z. 

R.  E.      *•  J.  B.  Tresidder •*  H. 

•«  •«  H.  E.  Channbli as  *«  J. 

M.  E.       ••  A.  D.  Nelson «•  Treasurer. 

•«  W1LL.H.WHYTB •'  ScribeE. 

R.  E.       **  Joseph  LUTTRKLL «•         **     N. 

••  "  G.  R.  LONGEWAY "  Principal  Sojourner. 

V.  E.       ••  W.T.Anderson "  Assistant 

R.  E.       •«  C.  B.  Greaves as  "  Junior 

V.  E.       "  Jambs  Ellis "  Pursuivant 

"  "  B.  A.  Longeway *•  Steward. 

**  John  Wilson *«  Janitor, 
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GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  DISTRICTS  : 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Coupee Montreal  District. 

••  •*  Geo.  W.  Oilman Eastern  Townships  District. 

"  ««  Henry  Walters Stadacona  Diitrict. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns Past  Grand  Z. 

•*  "  Frank  Edgar **        **     ** 

**  ••  John  P.  NcYEs •*        *•     *« 

»•  •*  Edson  Fitch **        *•      *• 

**  *•  Will  H.  Whyte ••        •«      ** 

**  **  David  Seath **        *•     «• 

*«  •«  A.  D.  Nelson *'        ««      *« 

R.  E.    «  Geo.O.Tyler «• 

«♦  «*  H  E.  Channell " 

**  ••  Hobart  Butler *• 

*«  "  W.  M.  LeMessurier «• 

**  «•  Charles  Knowlbs •* 

*•  **  Henry  Griffith •« 

«*  •*  John  McLean •« 

••  **  Geo.  O.  Stanton " 

**  »«  A.  R.  Eraser ** 

'*  ••  Geo.  W.  LovEjoY ** 

**  **  C.B.  Greaves •« 

•«  "  C.R.W1LLIS •« 

**  **  W.E.Cooper •« 

••  '*  C.A.Humphrey •* 

•«  "  C.  P.  O'Connor •« 


"     H. 
((      (( 

"     J. 
"  Supt. 


Scribe  N. 


•  Prin.  Soj. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Edgar. 


California 

Canada. < 

District  of  Columbia R.   E, 

Georgia V.  E. 

Illinois M.  E. 

Indian  Territory R.  E. 

Indiana. M.  E. 

Iowa R.  E. 

Kentucky *• 

Minnesota M.  E. 

Missouri R.  E. 

Nevada. " 

New  Brunswick   ** 

New  Hampshire M.  E. 

New  Jersey •* 

Nova  Scotia k.   E. 

Ohio M.  E. 

Oregon R.  E. 

Rhode  Island «• 

South  Carolina •• 

Texas «• 


Will.  H.  Whyte. 
G.  A.  Miller. 
Fred.  Massey. 
A.  D.  Nelson. 
J.  B.  Tresiddcr. 
Edson  Fiich. 
John  McLean. 
C.  R.  Willis. 
John  P.  Noyes. 
W.  M.  LeMessurier. 
Chat.  Knowles. 
A.  R.  Eraser. 
I.  H.  Siearns. 
David  Seath. 
Henry  Griffith. 
E  T.  D.  Chambers. 
Hobart  Butler. 
H.  £.  Channell. 
H.  S.  Couper. 
George  O.  Stanton. 
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The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  a  constitutional 
number  of  Chapters  present  and  entitled  to  representation, 
and  the  following  Companions  registered  and  named  as 
their  representatives : 

REPRESENTATIVES : 


GoLDBN  Rule,  Chapter  No.  i. 

Alex.  Ames H. 

H.  E.  ChtnneU. . .  P.  Z.  <^  P.  G.  H. 

Stadacona,  Chapter  No.  2. 

James  ElUr H. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambcrs.P.  Z.  6*  Grand  Z. 

Edson  Fitch P.  Z.  6*  P.  G.  Z. 

Charles  Knowles. .  P.  Z.  6*  P.  G.  H. 
Henry  Griffith . . . .  P.  Z.  6-  P.  G.  S. 
Henry  Walters. . .  P.  Z.  6*  G.  Supt. 

PREVOST,  Chapter  No.  3. 

Robert  Doherty...Z. 

B.  A.  Longeway..P.  Z. 

G.  R.  Longeway..P.  Z.  6*  G.  P.  8. 

Dorchester,  Chapter  No.  4. 

W.  R.  Peters  ....Z. 

Jno.  P.  Noyes....P.  Z.  <&•  P.  G.  Z. 

Carnarvon,  Chapter  No.  5. 


I.  H.  Steams  . . . 
Will.  H.  Whyte. 
David  Seath  .... 

F.  Edgar 

J.  B.  Tresidder  . . 
C.  P.  O'Connor.. 
W.  T.  Anderson. 
W.E.Cooper... 
George  Q  Bown . 

F.  Massey 

J.  H.  Isaacson. . . 
C.  J.  WillUms.. . 


.P.  Z.  <^P.G.Z. 
.P.  Z.  <^P.  G.Z. 
.P.  Z.  dr-P.  G.  Z. 
.  P.  Z.  <^  P.  G.  Z. 
.P.Z.  6*G.  H. 
.P.Z.<^P.G.P.S. 
.P.  Z.  <^A.G.  S. 
.P.Z,  <Sr-P.G.S.N. 
.P.  Z. 
.P.  Z. 
.P.H. 
.P.  H. 


Mount  Horeb,  ("bapter  No.  6. 

Jas.  P.  Griffin.... Z. 
J.  H.  Lalonde....H. 

M.  B.  White J. 

H.  S.  Couper ....  P.  Z.  6*  G.  Supt. 

C.  R.  Willis P.  Z.  dr-P.G.S.N. 

C.  B.  Greaves.... P. Z.dr-P.G.S.N. 

Montreal,  Chapter  No.  7. 

W.M.  LeMessurier.Z.  6-  P.  G.  Supt. 

John  McLean P  Z.  ^  P.G.Supt. 

G.  O.  Stanton ....  P.Z.^  P.G  Supt. 
Joseph  Luttrell. . .  P.  Z.  <^  G.  S.  N. 
C.  A.  Humphrey. P. Z.dr  P.G.SN. 

Royal  Albert,  Chapter  No.  8. 

H.  H.  Henshaw..Z 

A.  D.  Nelson P.  Z.  <Sr*  P.  G.  Z. 

F.  Edgar P.  Z.  6*  P.  G.  Z. 

I.  H.  Siearns  . . . .  P.  Z.  6*  P.  G.  Z. 

A.  R.  Fraser P.Z.  <Sr- P.G.Supt. 

G.  W.  Lovejoy. .  .P.Z.  *•  P.G.S.N. 

B.  Tooke P.Z. 

G.  A.  Miller P.Z. 

Bedford,  Chapter  No.  10. 

G.  W.  Gilman.. .  ,P.  Z.  ^  G.  Supt. 
Hobart  Butler. . . .  P.  Z.  <^  P.  G.  J. 

Shawrnegam,  Chapter  ii. 

G.  O.  Tyler P.  Z.  <&•  P.  G.  H. 

David  Seath P.  Z.  ^  P.  G.  Z. 

I.  H.  Stearns. . . .  P.  Z.  ^  P.  G.  Z. 

Mount  Sutton,  Chapter  U.  D. 
W.  H.O'Regan..Z. 


6  PROCEEDINGS  or  TtiE 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  thus 
represented,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample 
form. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  read  the  notice  calling  the 
meeting  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
from  Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  for  the  e^overnment  of 
Grand  Chapter  during  the  Session. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  when  it  was 
moved  by  R.  E.  Ccmp.  H.  S.  Couper,  seconded  by  E. 
Comp,  Geo.  C.  Bown,  and  carried  :  "That  the  Minutes  of 
the  last  Annual  Convocation  be  taken  as  read,  and  that 
the  same  be  now  confirmed,  they  having  been  printed 
and  distributed  to  Members  of  Grand  Chapter." 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  granted  permission  for  the 
admission  as  visitors,  during  the  Session  of  Grand 
Chapter,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following 
Companions  expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be 
present  at  this  Convocation,  through  unavoidable  circum- 
stances or  illness,  viz. :  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Graham,  P.  G. 
Z.,  V.  E.  J.  Langlois  Bell,  V.  E.  G.  Rolt.  White,  V.  E. 
S.  S.  Grant. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  address 
as  follows : — 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  GRAND  Z. 

To  tki  Members  of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  : 

Most  Excellent,  Right  Excellent,  Very  Excellent 
and  Excellent  Companions  : 

The  pleasant  duty  devolves  upon  us  of  welcoming  to 
the  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  you,  by  whose  unanimous  voice  a 
year  ago,  I  was  so  generously  elected,  in  my  unavoidable 
absence,  to  fill  the  office  of  your  First  Grand  Principal 
*'Z."  Grateful  for  the  honor  thus  conferred,  and  fully 
sensible  of  the  responsibilities  attaching  thereto,  I  crave 
a  continuance  of  your  indulgence  for  a  few  hours  longer, 
as  you  sit  in  judgment  to-day  upon  my  official  acts.  Of 
these,  by  constitutional  laws  and  usage  alike,  I  am  now 
called  upon  to  make  report. 

But  first  of  all.  Companions,  it  becomes  us  to  praise 
Him,  Who  is  the  Light  of  our  countenance  and  our  God  ; 
and  to  thank  Him  for  our  creation,  preservation,  and  all 
the  blessings  that  we  enjoy  :  "  for  He  is  good  and  His 
mercy  endureth  forever."  And  most  gracious  has  He 
been  to  us  and  to  our  institution  and  our  country,  during 
the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  our  last  Annual  Convo- 
cation. Financial  reverses  have  fallen  upon  some  of  our 
Capitular  household,  with  whom  we  sympathize  ;  but  as 
a  people  we  have  been  happily  preserved  from  the  full 
force  of  those  disastrous  commercial  crises,  that  in  other 
lands  have  paralyzed  trade,  clogged  the  wheels  of  com- 
merce and  strewn  their  train  with  thousands  of  financial 
wrecks.     We  have  heard  in  our  large  cities,  though  not  to 
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the  same  extent  as  in  other  important  centres,  the 
occasional  cries  of  our  unemployed  for  work  or  bread  ; 
but  we  have  been  spared  the  scourge  of  the  professional 
agitator,  who  has  elsewhere  raised  armies  of  desperate 
recruits,  bent  upon  the  destruction  of  society's  safeguards 
and  the  products  of  other  men's  labor.  Death  in  official 
station  has  necessitated  state  changes  in  our  own  country, 
but  how  marked,  and  satisfactory  to  us,  the  contrast 
between  the  manner  of  their  accomplishment  here,  where 
the  God  of  Masonry  is  honored,  and  the  terrifying 
socialistic  cries,  that  greet  similar  changes  abroad,  in 
lands  where  even  Masonry  has  so  far  forgotten  itself  as 
to  remove  the  very  name  of  the  God  of  Peace  from  its 
Proceedings!  Many  of  our  Sister  Grand  Chapters  have 
been  sorely  bereaved.  Our  own  circle  of  present  and 
past  Grand  Officers  has  been  mercifully  preserved  from 
the  invasion  of  death.  While  many  have  been  taken,  we 
have  been  left.  During  the  past  year  there  have  been  no 
lack  of  reminders  of  Death's  all  pervading  presence. 
The  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  was  powerless  before  the  last 
dread  foe,  who  enters  alike  the  hovel  of  the  peasant  and 
the  palaces  of  royalty  to  strike  down  a  president  in  one 
capital  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  to  carry  off  in  the 
very  prime  of  life  and  at  a  moment's  notice  from  the  very 
presence  of  his  Queen,  one  whom  she  had  summoned 
beneath  her  roof  to  be  the  recipient  of  special  marks  of 
her  esteem. 

*'  The  glories  of  our  blood  and  state 

Are  shadows,  not  substantial  things. 
There  is  no  armor  against  fate. 

Death  lays  his  icy  hand  on  kings. 
Scepter  and  crown 
Must  tumble  down, 
And  in  the  dast  be  equal  made 
With  the  poor  crooked  scythe  and  spade." 
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IN  MEMORIAM. 

In  our  own  Jurisdiction,  we  mourn  the  removal,  by 
the  hand  of  Death,  of  Companions  A.  F.  Lay,  a  Past 
Third  Principal  J.,  and  L.  A.  Farmer,  a  P.  D.  D.  G.  M. 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  both  of  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2, 
Quebec;  G.  T.  Bachelder,  of  Prevost  Chapter  No.  3, 
Dunham ;  David  Miller,  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter  No.  6, 
Montreal,  and  James  Starke,  of  Royal  Albert  Chapter 
No.  8,  Montreal.  We  have  been  further  bereaved  in  the 
loss,  through  death,  of  our  late  Grand  Representative, 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Collins  D.  Pratt,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

As  an  expression  of  our  sympathy  with  those  whom 
they  held  dear  and  of  our  desire  to  keep  their  memory 
green,  I  recommend  that  a  memorial  page,  suitably 
inscribed,  be  set  apart  in  our  Proceedings  to  perpetuate 
the  names  of  those  Companions  of  whom  our  Subordinate 
Chapters  have  been  bereaved  during  the  past  year,  and 
that  another  one  be  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Past 
G.  H.  P.  Collins  D.  Pratt,  the  late  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  near  that  of  South  Dakota. 

"  So  let  them  sleep  that  dreamless  sleep, 
Oar  Sorrows  clustering  round  each  head  ; 
Be  comforted,  ye  loved,  who  weep. 
They  live  with  God— they  are  not  dead'" 

**  They  have  laid  aside  the  trestle  board, 

The  compasses  and  square ; 
They  have  resigned  the  purple  robe, 

For  brighter  raiments  there ; 
Their  toil  is  o'er,  their  work  is  done, 

The  capstone's  laid,  the  triumph  won." 

Our  Sister  Grand  Chapters  have  been  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  by  death  of  M,  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Nisbet 


MMiii 
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Robertson,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Phillip  C.  Tucker,  Past  G.  H.  P. 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  and  Sovereign  Grand 
Commander  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite  of  the  Southern 
Jurisdiction  ;  M.  Ex.  Coriips.  Jno.  Frizzell,  Past  General 
G.  H.  P.,  and  J.  W.  Hughes,  Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Tennessee ;  M.  E.  Comp.  Morris  M.  Katz, 
Past  G.  H.  P.  of  North  Carolina  ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Robt. 
Kirkwood  Martin.  Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Francis  Henry  Hill,  Past  G. 
H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  ;  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
James  Alexander  Beattie,  Past  G.  H.  P.,  and  M,  Ex. 
Comp.  Edward  Beach  Jones,  Past  G.  H.  P.,  both  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Kentucky ;  M,  Ex.  Comp.  John  J. 
Bell,  Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  both  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  P.  Norvell, 
Past  G.  H.  P.  and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Louis  Watson,  Past  G. 
H.  P.,  both  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois ;  M.  Ex. 
Comps.  J.  A.  Manning  and  Reuben  Peden,  Past  G.  H. 
Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana ;  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
William  Wirt  Humphreys,  Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  South  Carolina ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Daniel 
Robinson  Marshall,  Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Hampshire ;  M.  Ex.  Comps.  Dwight  Byington 
and  G.  W.  Port,  Past  G.  H.  Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Kansas ;  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  T.  Benedict,  Past  G.  H. 
P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Louisiana  ;  M.  Ex.  Comps. 
Benjamin  T.  Bright  and  Edward  Goeller,  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  Vehslage,  Grand 
Chaplain  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Jessey  ;  R. 
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Ex.  Comp.  James  Cunningham  Batchelor,  Past  D.  G.  H. 
P.  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Louisiana  ;  R.  Ex.  Companions  Robt.  B.  Brannin,  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  Geo.  N.  Dickerson,  Past  Grand  Scribe  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Orrin 
T,  Hayes,  who  was  the  first  Grand  King  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Minnesota  ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joshua  A.  Riddle, 
Past  D.  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  ;  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  R.  Delos  Pulford,  Past  G.  H.  P.  and  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
E.  Loftus  Martin,  Past  Grand  Scribe  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Wisconsin ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  E.  Bennett,  Grand 
Scribe,  South  Dakota ;  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Emerson  Goddard, 
Past  D.  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Budd  Lighthizer,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Arizona.  It  is,  indeed,  a  long  list,  and  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  to  you  did  I  not  here  express  the 
sympathy  that  goes  out  freely  and  fully  from  this  Granj 
Chapter  to  those  who  mourn  the  loss  of  these  distinguished 
Craftsmen. 

"  Peace,  then,  to  these  men*8  memory  ;  let  it  grow 

Greener  with  years,  and  blossom  through  the  flight 
Of  ages ;  let  the  mimic  canvas  show 

Their  calm,  benevolent  features  ;  let  the  light 
Stream  on  their  deeds  of  love,  that  shunned  the  sight 

Of  all  but  Heaven ;  and  in  the  book  of  fame* 
The  glorious  record  of  their  virtues  write, 

And  hold  it  up  to  men  and  bid  them  claim 

A  palm  like  theirs,  and  catch  from  them  the  hallowed  flame/' 

THE  CRAFT   AT   HOME. 

Peace,  perfect  peace,  and  a  reasonable  measure  of 
prosperity,  have  marked  the  labors  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  during  the  past  year.     Steady  progress,  which. 
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if  not  of  rapid,  is  yet  of  healthy  growth,  is  reported  from 
almost  every  part  of  our  Jurisdiction,  notwithstanding  the 
hostility  to  our  Order  of  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  this  Province,  and  the  depressing  effects  of 
a  bad  business  year. 

The  net  increase  in  membership  is  somewhat  small,  it 
is  true,  being  barely  three  per  cent,  upon  our  total 
numbers.  But  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  deaths  and 
by  a  vigorous  lopping  off  of  lifeless  branches  in  the  shape 
of  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  While,  therefore, 
there  is  much  ground  for  encouragement  in  laboring  with 
renewed  determination  and  strength  in  the  quarries  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Reports  of  the 
M.  Ex.  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  of  the  R.  Ex.  Grand 
Superintendents.  I  feel  constrained  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reminding  you,  and  through  you  the  member- 
ship of  our  Subordinate  Chapters,  that  not  one  in  seven 
of  the  Master  Masons  of  our  Jurisdiction  are  as  yet  in 
possession  of  any  but  the  substituted  secrets  of  the 
Masters*  Degree.  Each  one  of  us,  for  whom  time  and 
circumstances  have  revealed  the  genuine  ones,  have  a 
duty  to  perform  towards  our  uninformed  Brethren.  We 
can  at  least  dispense  the  light  and  knowledge  that  shall 
successfully  lead  them  to  the  discovery  of  that  of  which 
every  true,  every  zealous  Freemason  is  in  search.  In  my 
zeal  for  the  extension  and  teachings  of  Capitular  Masonry 
and  for  the  enlightenment  of  all  our  Brethren,  and  in  my 
attachment  to  the  Supreme  Degree  of  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch  of  Jerusalem,  I  plead  with  you,  my  Companions,  to 
think  on  these  things,  and  to  do  as  conscience  and  your 
well-known  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  Order  may  dictate. 
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THE  LATE  R,  EX.  COMPANIONS  JOHNSON  AND  WALKER. 
In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Grand  Chapter  passed 
at  its  last  Annual  Convocation,  I  lost  no  time,  after 
having  been  installed  Grand  Z.  in  Stadacona  Chapter,  on 
the  2 1st  February  last,  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Edson  Fitch, 
P.  G.  Z.,  in  appointing  Special  Committees  to  draft 
memorial  pages  with  sketches  of  the  Masonic  careers  of 
our  late  lamented  R.  E.  Companions  K.  R.  Johnson  and 
J.  F.  Walker.  The  result  of  the  work  of  these  Com- 
mittees, signed  with  the  initials  of  the  names  of  their 
members,  appeared  in  our  last  volume  of  Proceedings, 
and  entitles  its  authors  to  our  thanks. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE  MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 
V.  E.  Comp.  George  A.  Miller,  who  was  nominated  last 
January,  to  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  the 
Montreal  District,  having  declined  the  same  for  personal 
and  satisfactory  reasons,  and  R.  E,  Comp.  Geo.  O. 
Stanton  having  already  served  the  District  for  two  years 
in  the  office,  and  being  anxious  to  be  relieved  of  its 
duties,  I  appointed  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Couper,  of  Mount 
Horeb  Chapter,  one  of  the  Past  Grand  Superintendents 
of  the  District,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 
It  has  been  my  good  fortune  during  my  term  of  office 
to  visit  Golden  Rule  Chapter  No.  i,  at  Sherbrooke, 
Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2,  at  Quebec,  Dorchester  No.  4, 
at  Waterloo,  Carnarvon  No.  5,  at  Montreal,  and 
Shawenegam  No.  11,  at  Three  Rivers.  The  cordiality  of 
the  welcome  and  the  generous  character  of  the  hospitality 
which  awaited  me  upon  each  of  these  occasions  as  your 
representative,  demand    this  expression    of  my  personal 
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gratitude  and  are  an  eloquent  testimony  to  the  loyalty 
of  her  Subordinates  to  this  Grand  Chapter.  But  of 
greater  importance  were  the  evidences  of  the  continued 
prosperity  of  most  of  the  Chapters  that  I  was  privileged 
to  visit,  made  manifest  by  the  amount  of  new  work  in 
hand,  and  in  nearly  every  case  by  the  ability,  devotion 
and  zeal  of  their  principal  officers. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  David  Seath,  P. 
G.  Z.  and  to  the  G.  S.  E.  for  accompanying  me  upon  my 
official  visits  to  Golden  Rule  and  Dorchester  Chapters,  to 
R,  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  Griffith  and  V.  Ex,  Comp.  Ellis, 
Grand  Pursuivant,  who  visited  Shawenegam  Chapter  with 
me  at  Three  Rivers,  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Ellis  for  coming  from 
Quebec  to  Montreal  to  join  me  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  resident  in  this  city,  in 
our  visit  to  Carnarvon  Chapter.  For  accompanying  me 
upon  this  occasion  I  thank  also  M.  E.  Companions  I.  H. 
Stearns,  F.  Edgar  and  Will  H.  Whyte,  R.  Ex.  Comps.  A. 
G  Adams,  G.  O.  Stanton,  H.  S.  Couper,  A.  R.  Eraser, 
C.  B.  Greaves,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  B.  Tooke  and  others  whose 
names  escape  me.  If  I  may  be  permitted  a  reference  to 
an  incident  of  a  somewhat  personal  character,  that  added 
to  the  pleasure  of  my  meeting  with  so  many  of  the  Com- 
panions of  this  last  mentioned  Chapter  on  the  nth  May, 
1894,  it  is  because  of  a  desire  to  express  my  thankfulness 
and  sense  of  the  honor  that  was  done  me  on  that 
occasion,  in  the  presentation  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank 
Edgar,  P.  G.  Z„  at  the  instance  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  R. 
Willis,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  sash  that  I  am  now  wearing, 
and  that  having  been  the  property  of  the  late  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Thomas  Milton,  who  presided  at  the  Convocation 
held  for  the  purpose  of  the   formation   of  the   Grand 
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Chapter  of  Quebec,  will  ever  be  most  highly  prized  by 
me,  not  only  as  an  interesting:  Masonic  relic,  but  as  an 
historic  link  connecting  my  own  occupancy  of  the 
important  office  which  I  have  been  permitted  to  fill  for 
the  past  year,  with  the  Proceedings  that  marked  the  very 
inception  of  our  beloved  Grand  Chapter. 

I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  Royal  Craft  from  the  frequent  visits  of  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  to  Subordinate  Chapters.  Opportunities 
for  kindly  counsel  and  encouragement,  for  the  interchange 
of  Masonic  friendships  and  the  cultivation  amongst  the 
Companions  of  social  intercourse  are  thereby  multiplied, 
zeal  is  stimulated,  and  new  incentives  arc  supplied  for 
the  exercise  of  that  generous  rivalry  between  both 
Officers  and  Members  of  our  Chapters,  as  to  who  shall 
best  work  and  best  agree.  Holding  such  opinions,  you 
may  readily  understand  what  a  disappointment  it  has 
been  to  me  to  find  it  impossible  to  carry  out  my  original 
intention  of  visiting  every  Chapter  of  our  Jurisdiction. 

THE   MONTREAL  TEMPLE. 

I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  have  been  present 
at  the  laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  Temple  in  this 
city.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  however,  that  there  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members  of  the  Royal  Craft,  in 
regalia,  upon  that  interesting  occasion,  upon  the  invita- 
tion,  as  requested,  of  the  Grand  Superintendent  of 
Montreal  District,  and  I  have  been  given  to  understand 
that  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  who  assisted  at  this 
important  function,  were  a  conspicuous  feature  of  the 
very  large  procession  that  marched  through  the  streets 
of  Montreal  to  take  part  in  that  important  event    Those 
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Most  Excellent  Masters,  to  whom  Montreal  is  indebted 
for  the  new  structure, — and  many  of  whom  are  honored 
members  of  this  Grand  Chapter, — need  not  to  be  assured 
that  by  no  body  of  men  or  Masons  is  a  more  zealous 
interest  taken  in  the  successful  progress  and  completion 
of  that  Temple,  than  by  those  whom  I  am  now  addressing, 
whose  own  Masonic  structure  has  been  made  complete 
by  their  admission  as  living  stones  of  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch. 

OTHER   INVITATIONS. 

It  was  my  misfortune  also  to  have  been  absent  from 
the  annual  banquet  of  Royal  Albert  Lodge,  at  the 
Windsor  Hotel,  upon  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Evange- 
list, to  which  I  was  bidden  as  your  presiding  officer. 
Other  invitations  reached  me  to  attend  the  Corner  Stone 
Ceremonies  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Detroit,  which 
were  held  on  the  23rd  inst.,  and  the  public  installation  of 
and  reception  to  the  Officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  24th  ;  and  these,  too, 
I  was  compelled  to  decline. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

I  have  nominated  the  following  Brethren  of  our  Juris- 
diction for  reappointment,  near  this  Grand  Chapter,  by 
the  respective  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand  Chapters 
set  opposite  their  names,  as  the  Representatives  of  their 
respective  Jurisdictions,  namely  : 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Dunbar,  as  Grand  Representative 
of  Maine. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  S.  Couper,  as  Grand  Representative 
of  South  Carolina. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  McLean,  as  Grand  Representative 
of  Iowa. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  QUSBEC.  17 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  B.  Smith,  as  Grand  Representative 
of  Vermont, 

R.  Ex,  Comp.  S.  Lebourveau,  having  resigned  his 
Commission  as  Representative  of  the  G,  C,  of  South 
Dakota,  I  had  much  pleasure  in  recommending  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Edwin  Hall,  of  Prevost  Chapter  No.  3,  as  his 
successor. 

To  represent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  near  their 
own  respective  Grand  Chapters,  I  have  issued  my  Com- 
mission to  the  following  Companions,  upon  the  nomination 
of  their  respective  Grand  High  Priests  : 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  McKain,  Pennsylvania,  vice  R.  Ex, 
Comp.  Chas.  E.  Myers,  resigned. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ivan  W.  Goodner,  South  Dakota,  vice 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  C,  D.  Pratt,  P.  G.  H,  P.,  deceased. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  David  La  Salle,  Colorado,  vice  Joseph 
Anderson,  who  is  no  longer  in  good  standing. 

REQUEST  FROM  THE  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA. 

Following  the  example  of  some  of  my  predecessors  in 
office,  I  gladly  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  M.  Ex.  the 
Grand  First  Principal  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
transmitted  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  that  permission  be 
accorded  to  Carleton  Chapter  of  Ottawa,  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  to  accept 
and  confer  the  Capitular  degrees  upon  two  Brethren  of 
our  Jurisdiction,  whose  residence  is  in  the  District  of 
Ottawa,  and  at  a  very  great  distance  from  any  of  our 
own  Chapters,     I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 

that  District  may  possess  a  Chapter  pf  our  obedience, 
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DISPENSATION   FOR   A   NEW  CHAPTER. 

I  now  come  to  the  most  important  of  my  official  acts, 
namely,  the  issue  of  a  Dispensation  for  the  opening  of  a 
new  Chapter.  The  petition  for  this  Dispensation  came 
from  sixteen  Companions,  though  the  Constitution 
requires  but  nine,  asking  for  permission  to  hold  a  Chapter 
at  Sutton,  in  the  County  of  Brome,  was  recommended  by 
the  nearest  Chapter  and  by  the  Grand  Superintendent  of 
the  District,  and  was  in  every  respect  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  Masonic  ability, 
learning  and  zeal  of  some  of  the  petitioners  have  a  reputa- 
tion that  reaches  beyond  the  limits  of  our  Jurisdiction. 
The  establishment  of  a  new  Chapter  at  Sutton  gives 
promise  of  permanent  success,  without  working  any  detri- 
ment to  the  interests  of  neighboring  Chapters.  Having 
assured  myself  of  the  above  facts,  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  issued  my 
Dispensation  in  accordance  therewith,  confident  that  it 
was  for  the  good  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  general  and 
of  this  Jurisdiction  in  particular. 

The  new  Chapter  was  instituted  on  Saturday,  January 
1 2th,  as  reported  in  the  following  communication  from 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  B.  Tresidder,  Grand  "  H." : 

Montreal,  January  15th,  1895. 
E.  T.  D.  CHAMBERS,  E.s(i., 
Grand  Z.. 

Gband  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Dear  Sir  and  M.  E.  Comp., — I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  m  accordance  with  the  Commission  received  from  you  through 
the  office  of  the  Grand  Scri\}e  E.,  I,  together  with  the  Excellent 
Companions  named  therein,  viz..  Most  Ex.  Companions  Will.  H. 
Whyte  and  David  Seath,   P.   Gr.   Za.,  and  K.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  8. 
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Couper,  the  Gr.  Supt  of  the  Montreal  District,  visited  the  village  of 
Sutton  and  there  meeting  R.  £.  Comp.  Gilman,  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Eastern  Townships  District,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp. 
Coslett,  of  Bedford  Chapter,  did,  in  accordance  with  your  said 
Commission  of  appointment,  institute  and  form  Ex.  Companions 
O'Regan,  Macfarlane,  Dyer  and  certain  other  Companions  named  in 
your  Dispensation  into  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  as  *'  Mount  Sutton 
Chapter,"  according  to  said  Dispensation  and  the  usages  and 
customs  of  our  Order.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes,  P.  Gr.  Z.,  as 
one  of  the  petitioners,  was  present  and  kindly  rendered  every 
assistance. 

Fraternally  and  respectftilly  yours, 

John  B.  Trbsiddkr, 

G.H. 

My  thanks,  and  youVs,  are  due,  and  I  ask  that  they  be 
placed  on  record — to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Tresidder,  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Couper,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  David  Seath,  M,  Ex.  Comp.  John  P.  Noyes,  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  Gilman,  and  the  other  Companions  who 
assisted  in  the  institution  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter. 
Those  present  at  the  ceremony  agree  that  the  new 
Chapter  starts  off  most  enthusiastically,  and  I  am  informed 
that  almost  all  the  petitioners  for  the  Dispensation  were 
present  at  the  formal  opening. 

The  petitioners,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  Dispensation,  will  attend  the  present 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  with  books,  documents, 
&€.,  for  the  further  information  and  guidance  of  Grand 
Chapter. 

OTHER   DISPENSATIONS. 

For  reasons  that  appeared  to  me  good  and  sufficient,  I 
have  granted  Dispensations  to  Royal  Albert  Chapter  No. 
8,  to  instal  as  First  Principal  a  Companion  who  had  not 
previously  served  as  Second  Principal,  and  as  Second 
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Principal  one  who  had  not  previously  served  as  Third. 
To  Carnarvon  Chapter  No,  5  I  have  issued  a  Dispensation 
authorizing  the  installation  as  Second  Principal  "  H  "  of 
a  Companion  who  had  not  previously  served  as  **  J." 

I  have  signified  my  approval  of  an  amendment  to  the 
By-laws  of  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2,  looking  to  the 
holding  of  more  frequent  convocations — an  indication,  I 
hope  and  believe,  of  increased  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Chapter. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  for  many  decisions  during 
my  term  of  office,  the  only  questions  submitted  to  me  for 
official  answer  having  reference  to  the  unfortunate  matter 
known  here  as  the  English  question.  To  an  enquiry  as 
to  the  present  relations  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  Juris- 
diction to  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  England,  I  was  compelled  to  reply  that  the  Edict  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  prohibiting  any  Masonic  intercourse 
between  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  our  obedience  and  all 
professing  fealty  to  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  of  England  and  Wales  is  still  binding  upon  us  and 
of  full  force  and  effect,  never  having  been  rescinded. 
While  upon  this  subject  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  suggest  to  the 
presiding  officers  of  our  Chapters,  the  desirability  of 
directing  the  attention  of  their  members  to  the  continued 
existence  of  this  Edict  Every  obligated  Royal  Arch 
Mason  must  understand  the  binding  effect  upon  him  of 
the  Edicts  of  his  Grand  Chapter,  notwithstanding  which,  I 
am  led  to  believe  from  the  tenor  of  an  official  communica- 
tion from  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  District  of 
Montreal,  and  from  other  sources,  that  some  misunder- 
standing has  existed  upon  the  subject.  No  matter  how 
much  we  may  all  regret  the  circumstances  that  necessi- 
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tated  its  enactment,  we  cannot  tolerate  any  evasion  of 
its  provisions.  Our  edicts,  in  order  to  secure  the  respect 
of  others,  must  first  have  that  of  the  members  of  our  own 
obedience. 

The  fact  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  that  there  are 
Koyal  Arch  Masons  in  Montreal  anxious  to  join  one  of 
our  Chapters,  but  unable  to  obtain  demits  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner,  owing  to  the  Chapter  of  which  they  were 
formerly  members  being  dead  or  dormant.  I  decided 
that  the  death  of  the  Chapter  to  which  they  originally 
belonged  did  not  exempt  them  from  the  necessity  of 
producing  demits  before  being  admitted  to  membership 
in  any  of  our  Chapters,  or  at  all  events  of  proof  of 
their  inability  to  obtain  such  demits,  and  that  the  proper 
course  for  them  to  pursue  was  to  make  application  there- 
for to  the  Grand  Chapter  from  which  their  own  Chapter 
had  originally  procured  its  Charter  or  Warrant. 

THE  ORDER   OF   GRAND   HIGH   PRIESTS. 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Chamberlin,  President  of  the 
Ohio  Council  of  High  Priests,  wrote  me  last  October, 
expressing  his  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Order  of 
High  Priests  throughout  the  world,  and  courteously  pro- 
posing to  correspond  with  me  further  with  reference  to 
its  introduction  into  this  Jurisdiction.  In  thanking  our 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  for  his  fraternal  offer,  I  wrote  him :  "As 
we  have  no  High  Priests  in  our  Jurisdiction,  I  presume 
we  cannot  very  well  have  a  Council  of  High  Priests.  Our 
Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  follow  the  English  system 
of  nomenclature  and  order  of  officers,  the  presiding  First 
Principal  being  King  instead  of  Priest  and  bearing  the 
title 'Z,' or 'Zcrubbabel.'" 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  Constitution  of  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  revised 
some  years  ago  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  has  been  issued 
during  the  year  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  It  is  impera- 
tive that  every  new  member  of  a  Chapter  should  be 
placed  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  Constitution,  in 
order  that  he  may  know  his  duties  to  the  supreme  govern- 
ing Body.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  be  authorized,  upon  receipt  of  the  semi-annual 
returns  from  Subordinate  Chapters,  to  mail  to  each 
Chapter,  at  the  usual  charge,  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
of  the  Constitution  for  the  supply  of  one  to  each  new 
member  reported  to  Grand  Chapter. 

REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  has  undertaken,  at  my 
request,  the  preparation  ol  a  Report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence for  presentation  to  Grand  Chapter  at  this 
Convocation.  Our  M.  E.  Comp.  is  entitled  to  our  thanks 
for  the  readiness  with  which  he  has  placed  at  our  disposal 
his  special  endowments  for  this  department  of  Masonic 
work.  The  labor  which  it  necessitates  is  arduous.  And 
the  value  of  such  Reports  can  scarcely  be  over-estimated* 
So  great  have  been  the  advantages  that  I  have  derived 
from  the  perusal  of  similar  Reports  by  other  Reviewers, 
that  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  study  of  those  that 
appear  in  our  own  volumes  of  Proceedings. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  Regulations  of  Grand  Chapter  provide  that  "the 
Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Convocation    of  the   Grand 
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Chapter  are  to  be  read  in  all  Chapters  and  preserved," 
I  would  suggest  that  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
might,  with  advantage  to  the  Craft,  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Chapters  visited  by  them  to  this  requirement  of 
Grand  Chapter  and  examine  into  the  manner  of  its 
observance. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  returning  into  your  hands  the  emblem  of  authority 
with  which  you  invested  me  a  year  ago,  I  thank  most 
sincerely  the  members  of  this  Grand  Body  and  of  the 
Subordinate  Chapters  of  our  Jurisdiction  for  the  uniform 
kindness  and  courtesy  of  which  I  have  been  the  recipient 
during  my  term  of  office.  For  counsel  and  assistance  at 
various  times,  I  am  indebted  to  most  of  my  predecessors  in 
office.  But  my  special  thanks  are  due  and  fraternally 
tendered  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  who  adds  to 
his  other  qualifications  for  the  Office  of  Grand  Scribe  £. 
an  experience  of  the  duties  of  the  Office  of  Grand  Z., 
which  enables  him  to  shoulder  much  of  its  work  and  thus 
to  contribute  lai^ely  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of 
the  Presiding  Officer  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  My  official 
pathway  as  Grand  Z.  has  been  very  much  smoothed  for 
me  by  the  frequent  thoughtfulness  and  care  of  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Whyte,  and  again  I  thank  him. 

Companions,  we  have  assembled  from  all  parts  of  our 
Jurisdiction  to  deliberate  upon  the  progress,  condition 
and  requirements  of  our  Order.  May  the  spirit  of 
wisdom  be  with  us  I  And  may  we  find  encouragement 
to  unceasingly  labor  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Royal 
Craft,  in  the  knowledge  that  its  teachings  continually 
tend  towards  the  elevation  of  the  human  kind,  and 
embrace   the  heaven-born  principles  of  '^the  Fatherhood 
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of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man," : — principles,  the 
practical  and  universal  realization  of  which,  especially  in 
these  times  of  oppressive  corporations  and  monopolies 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  socialistic  tendencies  upon  the 
other,  is  certainly  amongst  the  greatest  of  the  needs  of 
our  common  humanity. 

So  struggling  onward  toward  the  mark  of  our  high 
calling, — misunderstood  by  some,  misrepresented  by 
others, — yet  strong  in  the  security  of  a  self-approving 
conscience,  may  it  be  our's  at  the  last,  when  summoned 
to  pass  within  the  veil,  to  bring  up  for  inspection  such 
work  as  shall  pass  the  examination  of  the  Grand  Master 
Overseer.  And  then,  my  Companions,  will  it  be  true  of 
you  and  of  me,  that 

"  Sustained  and  soothed 

"  By  an  unfaltering  trust,  we  approach  the  grave 
*'  Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
*'  Ahout  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

E.  T.  D.  CHAMBERS, 

Grand  Z. 


Moved  by  M,  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  Noyes,  and  carried  : — 

That  the  address  of  the  M.  £.  the  Grand  Z.  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee  to  report  at  this  Session. 


The  Grand   Superintendents  of  Districts  then  pre- 
sented their  reports. 


GkAl^D  CHAPTtlk  O^  QUtlfiEC. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 
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To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masom 
of  Quebec: 

At  the  last  regular  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  V.E.  Com- 
panion G.  A.  Millar  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent 
for  the  District  of  Montreal,  but  he  having  declined  the  office  through 
unforeseen  circumstances,  it  hath  pleased  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
First  Principal  to  appoint  me  to  fill  the  office,  an  honor  highly  prized 
by  me,  for  which  purpose  I  was  regularly  installed  by  M.  £.  Com- 
panion W.  H.  Whyte,  in  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  on  the  9th  day 
of  March,  1894.  I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  submit  my  very  brief 
report  on  the  state  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  District  of  Montreal, 
for  the  year  1894. 

There  are  four  Chapters  in  the  District,  viz.,  Carnarvon  No.  5, 
Mount  Horeb  No.  6,  Montreal  No.  7,  and  Royal  Albert  No.  8. 

I  have  frequently  visited  all  the  Chapters,  and  viewed  with  de- 
light the  manner  in  which  they  performed  the  work,  their  able 
management  of  affairs  being  well  worth  imitating,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  adding  largely  to  their  numbers.  Many  of  the  Com- 
panions of  the  several  Chapters  have  visited  each  other,  which 
is  evidence  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  District 
of  Montreal.  I  believe  that  if  the  beauties  of  Capitular  Masonry  were 
brought  more  prominently  to  the  attention  of  Master  Masons,  good 
results  would  follow. 

DISPENSATION. 

It  has  been  a  very  pleasing  duty  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  wear 
regalia  on  the  6th  October,  1894,  and  form  in  procession,  to  aid  and 
assist  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Montreal  Temple, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  imposing  sights  ever 
seen  in  Montreal  on  such  an  occasion.  I  must  here  congratulate  the 
Companions  for  the  aid  they  so  ably  contributed  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Quebec  on  that  occasion. 

OBITUARY. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  death  of  Companion 
David  Miller,  a  much  respected  member  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter, 
No.  6,  who  died  October  16th,  1894,  and  Companion  James  Starke, 
of  Royal  Albert  Chapter,  No.  8. 

May  their  rest  be  peace. 
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It  was  my  pleasure  also,  together  with  M.  £.  Companions  W.  H. 
Whyte  and  D.  Seath,  and  R.  E.  Companion  J.  B.  Tressider,  to  assist 
at  the  institution,  under  Dispensation,  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter,  in 
the  District  of  Bedford,  and  have  no  doubt  of  its  future  prosperity, 
and  that  it  will  add  a  much  desired  interest  to  Capitular  Masonry  in 
that  District. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  M.  £. 
Grand  First  Principal,  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  and  also 
to  express  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  Companions  of  the  various 
Chapters  for  the  kind  and  fraternal  manner  in  which  I  was  received 
by  them  on  all  occasions. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  S.  COUPER, 
Grand  Superintendent  Montreal  District, 

Montreal,  14th  January,  1895. 


EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masofis 
of  Qtubec : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District,  since  the 
last  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

January  8th,  I  installed  the  officers  of  Bedford  Chapter.  A  good 
attendance  of  the  Companions  at  a  previous  meeting  for  election  of 
officers.    Bedford  Chapter  has  done  no  work  the  past  year. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  circumstances  over  which  I  had  no 
control,  prevented  me  from  visiting  the  other  three  Chapters  in  this 
Jurisdiction.  I  wrote  the  S.  E.'s  of  the  several  Chapters,  asking 
them  to  send  me  a  short  report  of  their  proceedings  the  past  year, 
but  have  received  no  reply,  except  from  Prevost  Chapter,  Companion 
T.  G.  Sykes  writes  that  **  Peace  and  harmony  prevails." 

I  received  a  communication  from  Most  Excellent  J.  P.  Noyes, 
P.G.Z.,  with  an  enclosed  petition  from  Companions  of  Sutton,  for  a 
new  Chapter.    The  petition  was  signed  by  more  than  the  required 
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constitational  namber  of  Companions.  The  petition  was  in  due 
form,  and  I  cheerfully  recommended  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners be  granted. 

January  10th,  I  received  a  letter  from  E.  Companion  W.  H. 
O'Began,  saying  that  M.£.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  G.Z.,  directs  him 
to  notify  me  that  my  presence  is  required  in  Sutton,  January  12th, 
to  assist  in  organizing  Mount  Sutton  Chapter,  and  installing  its 
officers.  Accompanied  by  E.  Companion  George  A.  Coslett,  I  went 
to  Sutton  and  assisted  the  following  Companions  in  organizing  Mount 
Sutton  Chapter  and  installing  its  officers:  M.E.  Comp.  David 
Seath,  P.G.Z.,  M.E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte,  P.G.Z.  and  G.S.E., 
M.E.  Comp,  J.  P.  Noyes,  P.G.Z. ,  R.E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder, 
G.H.,  R.E.  Comp.  H.S.  Couper,  G.S.  Montreal  District. 

This  Chapter  has  a  fine  hall,  plenty  of  good  material,  is  easy  of 
access  by  train,  and  with  the  interest  manifested  by  its  officers, 
Mount  Sutton  Chapter  has,  indeed,  a  bright  future.  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  officers  and  Companions  of  Mount  Sutton 
Chapter  for  our  kind  reception  and  hospitality  shown  us.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  the  Companions  of  the  E.  T.  District. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  GILMAN, 
G,  S.  Eastern  Township  District, 

Bedford,  January  18th,  1895. 


STADACONA  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  tlu  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Cofn- 
panians  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masofis 
of  Quebec  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  on  the  state  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Stadacona  District  for  the  year  1894. 

I  was  present  at  all  the  Convocations  of  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2, 
and  I  regret  to  note  that  this  Chapter  has  presented  no  new 
'^  material  for  the  Temple  "  during  the  past  year.  It  is  understood, 
however,  that  the  officers  entertain  good  hope  of  securing  several 
new  members  during  the  year  just  begun. 
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It  18  with  deep  sorrow  and  regret  that  I  have  to  report  that  two 
esteemed  and  respected  members  of  this  Chapter,  Ex.  Comp.  A.  F. 
Lay,  a  Past  Third  Principal  J.,  and  Comp.  L.  A.  Farmer,  a  Past  Dist 
D.  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  have  answered  the  summons 
of  the  "  Grim  Reaper  "  and  passed  over  to  the  ''  great  majority." 

The  number  of  Companions  on  the  roll  at  date  is  39. 

I  visited  Shawenegam  Chapter  No.  1 1  at  Three  Rivers  on  the  6th 
of  December,  whither  I  was  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Knowles 
and  Companions  McKeen  and  Beemer,  all  of  Quebec.  This  Chapter 
obtained  three  new  members  during  the  year  and  had  the  names  of 
several  candidates  on  its  summons  to  receive  the  Intermediate 
d<^rees  at  its  December  Convocation,  but  unfortunately  the  employ- 
ment of  these  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  present  on  that 
occasion.  The  Chapter  has  suspended  nine  Companions  for  non- 
payment of  dues,  leaving  sixteen  member?  on  its  books  at  this  date. 
It  is  out  of  debt  and  has  a  small  balance  at  its  credit,  and  it  is  confi- 
dently hoped  that  under  the  enthusiastic  new  First  Principal  Z,  the 
Chapter  will  be  more  prosperous  than  it  has  been.  I  assisted  at  the 
installation  of  the  officers. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing,  on  behalf  of  the 
Trifluvian  Companions  and  of  myself,  our  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Montreal  Companions  who  so  generously  came  down  to  assist 
Shawenegam  Chapter  in  its  work  at  the  November  Convocation,  and 
also  to  the  Companions  who  accompanied  me  from  Quebec  in 
December. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  WALTERS, 

Grand  Supt,  Stadac§na  District, 
Quebec,  2 1  st  December,  1 89 4. 


Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Fraser,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  and  carried  ; 

That  these  reports  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


Th  e  Grand  Scribe  E.  presented  his  report  as  follows : 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excillent  the  Grand  Chapter,    Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec : — 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Scribe  E.  during  the 
past  twelve  months  of  the  more  important  transactions  of  my  Office. 

Immediately  after  last  Grand  Convocation  I  notified  and  issued 
Certificates  to  all  the  Elective  and  Appointed  Officers.  In  due 
course  I  received  certifications  of  the  Installation  of  the  Three 
Elective  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter  who  were  not  present  at  Grand 
(>)nvocation,  as  follows : 

M.  £.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  was  duly  installed  as  Grand 
First  Principal  Z.,  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Kdson  Fitch,  P.  G.  Z.,  in  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2,  Quebec. 

Y.  E.  Comp.  G.  A.  Miller,  having  declined  Installation  as  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  Montreal  District,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
was  pleased  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  the  appointment  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
H.  S.  Couper,  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter.  I  had  pleasure  in  installing 
the  Companion  into  office  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  in  Carnarvon 
Chapter  No.  5,  Montreal. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  R.  Longeway  was  duly  installed  as  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner,  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D.,  in  Prevost 
Chapter  No.  3,  Dunham,  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1894. 

As  soon  as  possible,  I  had  the  Proceedings  of  our  last  Convocation 
printed  and  issued  as  is  customary.  During  the  year  I  had  500  copies 
of  the  Constitution,  as  amended  and  authorized  by  Grand  Chapter, 
printed  and  published.  I  had  one  copy  stamped  with  the  name 
on  the  cover,  and  issued  to  each  Chapter  for  the  use  of  its  Presiding 
Officer.  I  trust  some  action  will  be  taken  at  this  Session  regarding 
the  manner  and  quantities  that  each  Chapter  should  be  supplied 
with,  as  these  copies  are  intended  for  the  use  and  information  of  the 
members  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters. 

On  May  the  9th,  I  had  much  pleasure  in  attending  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.,  together  with  M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  on  an 
official  visit  to  Golden  Rule  Chapter,  at  Sherbrooke,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  to  Dorchester  Chapter,  at  Waterloo,  also  on  the  llth  th9 
next  day  to  Carnarvon  Chapter,  at  Montreal. 
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On  the  7th  November,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Shawenegam 
Chapter,  Three  Rivers,  accompanied  by  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Seath  and 
R.  E.  Comps.  J.  B,  Tresidder,  H.  S.  Couper,  C.  B.  Greaves  and 
C.  A.  Williams,  I  visited  that  (Chapter  in  order  to  assist  them  in 
working  the  Degrees  and  holding  an  Election  of  Officers. 

On  the  12th  January,  I  accompanied  the  Grand  H.,  R.  E. 
Comp.  Tresidder,  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Montreal 
District,  R.  E.  Comp.  Couper  and  M.  E.  Comp,  D.  Seath,  P.G.Z., 
to  the  village  of  Sutton,  in  the  Eastern  Township  District,  and  by 
the  Most  Ex.  the  Grand  Z's  Dispensation  and  Commission,  assisted 
together  with  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes,  R.  E.  Comp.  Gilman  and 
V.  E.  Comp.  Coslett,  in  instituting  and  organizing  a  new  Chapter 
at  that  place. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Duly  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  were  issued  from  this 
office  as  follows  : 

April  3rd,  1894.  Upon  request  of  Carleton  Chapter,  Ottawa, 
received  through  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  permission  was  issued  for  said  Chapter  to  receive  and 
act  upon  the  petitions  of  Two  Brethren,  residing  in  this  Province 
and  holding  under  this  Jurisdiction. 

Dec.  27th,  1894.  To  Royal  Albert  Chapter  No.  8,  to  install  Ex. 
Comp.  H.  Henshaw,  as  Ist  Prin.  Z.,  he  not  having  been  installed 
as  a  Master,  nor  having  served  the  statutory  regulation  as  Second 
Principal  H.,  and  also  to  install  Comp.  G.  T.  Bell,  as  2nd  Prm.  H., 
he  not  having  complied  with  the  statutory  regulation  as  Third 
Principal  J. 

Dec.  31  st,  1894.  The  Dispensation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  was 
issued  to  Sixteen  Royal  Arch  Companions,  viz.:  Eugene  E.  Dyer, 
K.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  John  P.  Noyes,  W.  H.  0* Regan,  F.  A. 
Olmstetid.  H.  A.  Parsons,  G.  E.  Clark,  R.  Curley,  G.  E.  Dyer, 
Wm.  McFarlane,  C.  C.  Dyer,  N.  J.  Wyatt,  A.  W.  Westover,  H. 
F.  Dumach,  F.  H.  Page,  E.  E.  Gleason,  to  organize  and  form  a 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Sutton,  in  the  Eastern  Townships 
District. 

Jan.  nth,  18V5.  To  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  to  install  Comp. 
H.  Ashton,  as  Second  Principle  H.,  he  not  having  served  the 
regulation  as  Third  Principle  J . 
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On  January  10th,  in  connection  with  the  Dispensation  to  organize 
the  new  Chapter  a  Commission  was  issued  authorizing  the  Grand 
H.,  the  Grand  Scribe  £.,  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Montreal 
District  and  M.  £.  Comp.  David  Seath,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Township  District,  to  institute 
and  organize  said  Chapter. 

COMMISSIONS   ISSUED. 

On  March  loth,  1894,  Commission  was  issued  apiK)inting  Ex. 
Comp.  John  McKain,of  Duquesne,as  Grand  Representative  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  Dec.  31st,  Commission  was  issued  to  £x.  Comp.  David 
La  Salle,  as  Grand  Representative  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado.  Also,  on  Dec.  31st,  a  Commission  to 
E.  Comp.  Ivan  W.  Goodner,  of  Pierre,  as  Grand  Representative, 
near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 

COMMISSIONS   RECEIVED. 

Commissions  from  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  the 
following  Jurisdictions  were  received  during  the  year,  viz  : 

R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Griffiths,  as  Grand  Representative  from 
Nova  Scotia. 

R.  E.  Comp.  James  Dunbar,  as  Grand  Representative  from 
Maine,  re-appointed. 

V.  E.  Comp.  W.  Biclcerton  Smith,  as  Grand  Representative  from 
Vermont,  re-appointed. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Couper,  as  Grand  Representative  from  South 
Carolina,  re-apiK)inted . 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  McLean,  as  Grand  Representative  from  Iowa, 
re -appointed. 

RETURNS   PROM   SUBORDINATE  CHAPTERS. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  each  of  the  Chapters  and  show 
an  increase  of  membership  during  the  past  twelve  months.  Out  of 
the  ten  Chapters,  eight  return  having  received  42  additions  to  their 
membership,  twenty-four   resignations  and  suspensions    for  non- 
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payment  of  dues,  and  five  deaths.  Four  Chapters  show  an  increase, 
Four,  a  slight  decrease,  and  two  remain  stationary.  The  memher- 
ship  of  the  Ten  Chapters  standing  at  456,  a  net  increase  of  thirteen 
over  last  year.  The  roll  of  Chapters  is  increased  hy  the  addition  of 
Mount  Sutton  Chapter,  under  Dispensation  with  sixteen  memberst 
making  a  grand  total  of  472  members. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amount  to  $406.00,  also  an  increase  over 
last  year. 

The  Subordinate  Chapters  are  all  clear  on  the  Books  of  Grand 
Chapter. 

I  have  received  numerous  requests  for  the  earlier  numbers  of  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  owing  to  the  increasing  interest 
taken  by  the  various  Grand  Bodies  in  collecting  complete  sets  of  the 
Proceedings  of  their  Sister  Jurisdictions,  the  majority  of  whom  have 
now  voluminous  libraries.  Knowing  that  many  of  our  Companions 
have  in  their  possession  odd  numbers  of  our  earlier  Proceedings  I 
enclosed  a  slip  in  this  summons  to  this  Grand  Convocation  requebting 
any  who  had  them  to  spare  to  forwanl  to  this  office,  but  so  far,  have 
had  very  few  answers  to  my  request. 

In  connection  with  this,  an  Exchange  has  been  formed  with  a 
Committee  composed  of  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  Nebraska, 
Montana,  Ohio,  Ontario  and  Massachussetts,  as  a  Central  Clearing 
House  for  the  purpose  of  transfers,  exchanging,  and  when  needed 
reprints,  etc.  This  Grand  Chapter  has  now  many  volumes  of  Pro- 
ceedings unbound,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  a  place  can  be  obtained 
for  the  better  keeping  of  their  books  in  the  new  building  of  the 
Montreal  Temple  Company,  I  wouM  request  this  Grand  Chapter 
to  take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of  contributing  .  towards 
this  object,  the  cost  being  only  a  nominal  one. 

I  have  had  some  difficulty  the  past  two  years  in  getting  the 
returns  from  some  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  properly  filled  up 
with  the  Marks  of  the  new  Companions.  In  a  number  of  the 
Chapters,  it  would  appear  that  for  some  years  back,  the  selection  of 
a  Mark  by  the  Candidate  was .  a  dead  letter  ordinance,  and  was 
more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance.  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  Grand  Chapter  that  if  this  time  honored 
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custom  is  to  continue  it  might  be  considered  advisable  to  place 
a  resolution,  on  record,  which  some  Chapters  have  in  their 
By-Laws,  ••  That  every  Candidate  must  record  his  Mark  with  the 
Scribe  E.  of  his  Chapter  before  he  can  be  Exalted,  also  that  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  withhold  issue  of  Grand  Chapter  Certificate  until 
such  times  as  the  Mark  is  recorded  on  the  returns  of  Grand  Chapter." 

Respectfully  submitted, 


G.  S.  £. 


Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Knowles,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp,  Henry  Griffith,  and  carried : 

That  the  report  of  tlie  Grand  Scribe  E.  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  statement 
of  receipts  and  disbursements,  which,  on  motion  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  John  P.  Noyes,  seconded  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H. 
Stearns,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Albert  D.  Nbi.8on,  Grand  Trbasureb.  in  account  wrrn  ths  M.  £. 
THE  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  Quebec. 

Dr, 

1894. 

Jany .  30.     To  Balance  from  Last  Year $350  94 

Dec.     31.     To  Cash  Interest  on  Deposit 6  77 

1895. 
Jany.  29.    To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  E  443  oo 

$799   71 
Jany.  29.     To  Balance $284  06 

fany.  29.    To  cheque,  received  for  dues  after  close  and 
audit  of  above  statement  and  carried  to  next  year  $23.00 


Cr, 

By  Cash— Sundry  Expenses  from  Last  Year....  $  14  00 

By  Cash — Ceremonies 60  00 

By  Cash— John  Wi Is- »n,  Janitor  6  00 

By  (ash— C.   R.  Cornell 190  00 

By  Cash— Gebhardt  Litho.  Co.,  Certificates....       60  00 
By  Cash— John  Wilson,  Constitutions 80  00 

By  Cash-C.  R.  Cornell,  Printing? 15  00 

By  Cash — Account  Grand  Scribe  E. : 

Stationery,  as  per  Voucher $  6  75 

Express  Charges,  as  per  Voucher  ....       5  50 

Postage,  as  per  Voucher 26  75 

Expense.     Travel. ing,    &c.,     as    per 

voucher  22  25 

Fee  Grand  Scribe  E 50  00 

Ill  26 

Jany.  29.     By  Cash— Exchange  on  Cheques 40 

By  Balance  to  next  year. 284  06 

$799  91 


1894 

, 

Feby. 

1. 

Feby. 

26. 

Mar. 

6. 

July 

18. 

July 

24. 

Aug. 

6. 

1895 

, 

Jany. 

29. 

Jany. 

29. 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

Albert   D-   Nelson,    Grand    Treasurer,    m    aooount   with   the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Dr. 
1894. 

Jan.  30.     To  Balance  from  last  year $669  95 

Dec.  30.     To  Cash  Interest  on  Deposit 25  49 

$685  44 

Cr. 
1895. 
Jan.  29.     By  Balance  Carried  Forward $685  44 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  presented 
their  report  (see  appendix). 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  be  received  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following 
Committees : 

UN  THE  Address  of  the  Grand  Z.~M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  M* 
E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson  and  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell. 

On  THE  Reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents.— R.  E.  Cump.  A. 
R.  Eraser,  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  R.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Knowlee. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.— R.  E.  Comp.  Henry 
Walters,  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder  and  V.  E.  Comp.  W.  H. 
O'Began. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  Noyes  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  Grievances  and  Appeals  ; 

That  no  case  of  grievance  or  complaints  bad  been  submitted  to 
them  during  the  year  and  that  Peace  and  Harmony  prevailed. 

V.  Ex.  Comp,  W.  H.  O' Regan,  Z.  of  Mount  Sutton 
Chapter  U.  D.,  having  reported  himself  in  attendance  with 
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all  the  books,  documents,  etc.,  of  said  Chapter,  as  in 
obedience  to  the  Dispensation  issued  by  the  M.  E,  the 
Grand  Z.,  requested  permission  to  present  the  following 
petition  : 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec : 

The  anderaigned  respectfully  represent  that  on  the  Slat  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1894,  A.  I  2424,  a  Dispensation  was  issued  by  the 
M.  £.  Comp.  £.  T.  D.  Chambers,  Grand  Z.,  for  the  formation  of  a 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Sutton,  in  the  County  of  Brome,  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  by  the  name  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  ; 
that  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1895,  said  Chapter  was  opened  and 
organized  and  has  since  then  held  a  meeting  and  successfully  worked, 
as  will  appear  from  its  Records  and  Returns,  as  herewith  presented, 
and  that  it  is  the  anxious  desire  of  the  members  of  said  Chapter 
that  its  existence  be  perpetuated. 

They,  therefore,  pray  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  said  Chapter 
by  the  name  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter,  promising,  as  heretofore, 
strict  obedience  to  the  Commands  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  its 
officers  and  conformity  to  the  Constitution  and  Regulations. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  Chapter  as  per  resolmion  thereof 
at  Sutton  this  28th  day  of  January.  A.  D.  1895,  A.  I.  2425. 

Attest  W.  H.  CREGAN,  Z.. 

H.  A.  PARSONS,  WM.  MACFARLANE,  H. 

Scribe  E.  CHAS.  C.  DYER,  J. 

The  Petition  having  been  duly  read  : 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Whyte  and  carried  : 

That  the  Petition  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter,  together  with  ail 
Books  and  Documents,  be  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  to 
examine  and  report  thereon. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following  Com- 
mittee : 

M.  E.Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steams,  R.  E. 
Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Griffith,  V.  E.  Comp.  B. 
Tooke. 
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Grand   Chapter  was    then    called    from    labor  at   5.15 
o'clock,  to  resume  in  Evening  Session  at  8  o'clock. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

Grand  Clnpter  resumed  labor  in   Evening  Session  at 
8.30  p.m.,  presided  over  by  the  following  officers  : — 

M.  £.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambebs Grand  Z. 


R.  K 
RE. 
M.  E. 
R.E. 
R.  £. 


J.  B.  Tkesiddkr "  H. 

H.  £.  Channell as  "      J. 

WillH.  Whyte •«  8.  E. 

Joseph  LuTTRELL '*  8.  N. 

Henry  GKipprra as  ••  P.  8. 


And  other  officers  as  at  the  afternoon  session. 

The  Committee  on  the  address  of  the  "M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z,"  reported  as  follows  : — 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  Z'S 
ADDRESS. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec : — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Z.  unite  with  him  in  expressing  our  j;ratitude  that  within  this 
Jurisdiction  we  have  been  spared  during  the  past  year  the 
serious  monetary  disasters  and  social  troubles  that  have  fallen 
upon  other  countries.  We  sympathize  with  those  Grand  Bodies 
who  have  lost  many  loved  Companions  and  well  known  Rulers  in 
the  Craft,  and  endorse  the  recommendation  that  a  memorial  page 
be  inserted  in  the  Proceedings  for  our  late  Representative  near 
South  Dakota,  P.  G.  H.  P.*.  Collins  D.  Pratt,  and  one  also  to  the 
members  of  our  Subordinate  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Z's  report  of  continued  harmony,  steady  progress,  and 
increasing  interest  must  De  pleasing  to  the  members  of  Grand 
Chapter,  and  we  trust  that  "our  Companions  will  heed  the  remarks 
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of  the  Grand  Z.  and  so  zealously  and  faithfully  enlighten  all  unin- 
formed Brethren,  that  the  ranks  of  the  Royal  Craft  will  be  largely 
increased  by  those  who  will  thus  become  desirous  of  more  light." 

The  tribute  of  Esteem  as  well  as  the  record  of  the  Masonic 
Careers  of  our  late  lamented  R.  £.  Comps.  Edwin  Ruthven  Johnson 
and  James  Frederic  Walker,  which  appeared  in  our  last  Proceed- 
ingSy  meet  with  the  approval  of  your  Committee  and  the  authors 
are  justly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Official  visits  of  the  Grand  Z.  to  so  many  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  and  the  hearty  receptions  tendered  to  him,  are  very  con- 
ducive to  the  prosperity  of  the  Order,  and  the  thanks  of  Grand 
Chapter  are  due  to  him  for  the  interest  he  has  taken. 

Your  Committee  regret  the  inability  of  the  Grand  Z.  to  be  present  at 
the  laying  of  the  Comer  Stone  of  the  Montreal  Temple,  as  he  would 
have  been  pleased  at  the  large  number  of  the  Royal  Craft  present 
on  that  auspicious  occasion. 

We  approve  of  the  recommendations  made  to  Sister  Grand  Chap 
ters  of  Representatives  near  this  Grand  Chapter  and  the  appointments 
made  near  other  Grand  Chapters. 

We  are  pleased  at  the  evidences  of  increased  interest  in  Capitular 
Masonry  as  shown  by  the  application  for  a  Dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  at  the  village  of  Sutton,  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District  t 
and  endorse  the  action  of  the  Grand  Z.  in  having  acquiesced  in  the 
request  of  the  Companions  in  that  vicinity,  and  have  no  doubt  that 
under  the  zealous  Companions  in  that  section  it  will  prove  a 
flourishing  and  useful  Member  of  this  Grand  Body. 

We  approve  of  the  Dispensations  issued  to  the  Chapters  for  the 
installation  of  officers  not  otherwise  qualified. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  Companions  will  be  guided  by  the 
remarks  of  the  Grand  Z.  anent  the  G.  C.  of  R.  A.  M.  of  England, 
and  G.  L.*.  M.  M.  M.  of  England  and  Wales,  &c.,  &c. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  Constitution,  as  amended,  has 
been  printed,  and  recommend  that  the  Subordinate  Chapters 
procure  copies  for  their  initiates  as  suggested  by  the  Grand  Z  ,  as  by 
that  means  only  can  our  Members  learn  the  duties  they  owe  to 
Grand  Chapter.   . 
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The  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter  provide  that  the  Proceedings 
of  the  A^nnual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  to  be  read  in 
all  I^iodges  and  preserved,  therefor  that  portion  at  least  of  each 
Annaal  Convocation  appertaining  to  the  minutes  and  transactions 
of  the  Session,  should  be  read  in  each  Chapter,  as  by  this 
means  those  unable  to  attend  the  Grand  Chapter  Convocations  can 
inform  themselves  of  the  regulations  and  actions  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  Grand  Z.  on  the  scholarly  and 
interesting  address  and  the  great  active  interest  he  has  manifested 
in  our  Royal  Craft 

DAVID  SEATH. 
ALBERT  D.  NELSON, 
H.  E,  CHANNELL- 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  seconded  by  R. 
E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channel!,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  the  "Grand  Superin- 
tendents of  Districts,*'  presented  their  report  as  follows  : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Cowtcil,  Officers  and  Com^ 
pat^ians  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebez  : 

Your  Committee  having  carefully  reviewed  the  reports  of  the 
several  Grand  Superinten  ients  of  Districts,  beg  to  congratulate  the 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  harmony  and  prohperity  that  prevails 
among  the  Craft  in  this  Province.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  fair  increase  in  membership  in  the  several 
Subordinate  Chapters  durini<  the  past  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
the  improvement  reported  in  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is 
I>erformed. 

While  complimenting  the  Qrand  Superintendents,  generally,  on 
the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  several  Chapters  under  their 
care,  we  regret  the  inability  of  one  to  visit  the  greater  number  of 
the  Chapters  in  his  District.    Similar  instances  have  been  frequent 
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in  the  past  and  yonr  Committee  would  recommend  Grand  Chapter 
to  impress  upon  the  several  Grand  Superintendents,  the  necessity 
of  visiting  every  Chapter  in  their  Jurisdictions  at  least  once  a  year, 
to  enable  them  to  report  from  personal  knowledge  upon  the  working 
and  well  being  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

ARCH.  R.  FRASER, 
C.  P.  O'CONNOR, 
CHAS.  KNOWLES. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Com  p.  Charles  Knowles,  and  carried  : 
That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
presented  the  following  : — 

To  the  Most  Excellent  tlie  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions  of  tlu  Graf  id  Chapter  of  Quebec : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  £,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  returns  of  the  various  Chapters  have  been  examined  and 
found  complete  except  that  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5  wants  the 
description  of  one  Companions  Mark.  Mount  Horeb  No.  6,  lacks 
the  descriptloQS  of  fourteen  Marks  and  also  the  seal  of  the 
Chapter,  and  Bedford  No.  10  wants  the  seal  of  the  Chapter.  From 
these  returns  it  appears  that  although  the  net  increase  in  member- 
ship is  not  lar^e,  yet  the  Royal  Craft  is  fairly  prosperous  in  this 
Jurisdiction.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  the  revenue  of  the 
past  year  is  greater  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Almost  every 
year  some  of  the  returns  show  deficiencies  similar  to  those  above 
mentioned,  deficiencies  which  could  easily  be  avoided  by  the 
exercise  of  a  little  care  on  the  part  of  the  Scribe  £.  In  view  of 
these  facts  and  because  this  information  is  necessary  to  complete 
the  records  of  Grand  Scribe  E.,  your  Committee  think  the  suggestion 
of  the  latter  Officer  to  with-hold  the  Grand  Chapter  Certificates 


42  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

until  a  complete  deacription  of  the  Companions  Marks  a  good  one, 
and  they  recommend  its  adoption  by  Grand  Chapter.  Your  Com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  in 
issuing  a  Marked  Copy  of  the  revised  Constitution  to  each  Chapter 
for  the  use  of  its  presiding  Officer  was  thoughtful  and  timely,  and 
they  recommend  that,  hereafter,  one  copy  for  each  new  member 
reported  by  any  Chapter  be  sent  to  said  Chapter  and  charged  for. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  requests  the  Companions  to  come  to  his 
assistance  with  Copies  of  the  earlier  Proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  help  other  Jurisdictions  in  com- 
pleting their  sets,  and  your  Committee  would  emphasize  his 
request 

A  Masonic  Collectors  Association  has  been  formed  as  appears 
from  the  letter  attached  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E's  reports,  its  object 
is  to  assist  the  different  Grand  Bodies  in  procuring  missing  numbers 
and  reprints  of  Reports  of  Proceedings.  Your  Committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  that 
this  Grand  (Jhapter  become  a  Member  of  this  Association  and  that 
the  fee  of  five  dollars  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  note  with  particular  satisfaction 
how  promptly  and  accurately  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  has  performed  all 
the  arduous  duties  appertaining  to  his  office  and  how  readily  he  has 
always  been  willing  to  sacrifice  himself  to  the  interests  of  Capitular 
Masonry  whenever  his  services  could  be  of  use. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  WALTERS,  Chairman. 
JOHN  B.  TRESIDDER. 
W.  H.  O'REGAN. 

Moved  by   R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Walters,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  and  carried : 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Grand  Treasurer's  Statement,  reported : 
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To  the  Most  Excellent  tlu  Grand  Connelly  Officers  and  Com- 
panioHS  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  beg  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  Graud  Treasurer's  books  and  accounts  and 
find  them  correct. 

Balance  at  credit  of  Grand  Chapter  on  January 

30th    18d4  $861  14 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  E.  on  January 

29th,  1«)6 443  00 

Interest  on  deposits 5  77 

Total $799  91 

Disbursements ,  616  86 

Balance  to  credit  of  General  Fund  on  January 

29th,  1895 $284  06 

BENEVOLENT  AOOOUNT. 

Account  at  credit  on  January  30th,  1894 $659  95 

Interest 25  49 

Balance  at  credit  to  this  date,  Jan.  29th,  1895..  $685  44 

Which  amount  is  on  special  deposit  in  the  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Halifax,  Montreal. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  H.  STEARNS. 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  and  carried  : 

That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Special  Committee  on  Petition  for  Charter  to  the 
Chapter  under  Dispensation  reported  as  follows : — 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  : 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  petition  of 
Mount  Sutton  Chapter  under  Dispensation,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  had  under  consideration  and  examination,  the  following  docu- 
ments in  colmection  therewith,  viz.,  the  Petition  and  Dispensation, 
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the  report  of  the  Grand  H.,  by  wliich  the  Chapter  was  conatitoted, 
the  Mhiute  Book  of  the  opening  Convocation  and  an  emergent 
meeting  held  the  2lBt  January,  on  which  date  this  Chapter  added 
to  their  membership  and  workotJ  the  Mark  Degree,  your  Committee 
haying  thoroughly  examined  all  these  aforesaid  Books  and  docu- 
ments, as  well  as  the  Register  and  Cash  Book,  find  from  the 
regularity  of  tlie  Proceedings,  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the 
books  have  been  written  up,  and  from  the  personnel  of  the  officers 
and  members  of  the  Chapter,  and  from  other  information  gleaned, 
much  pleasure  in  recommending  that  this  Grand  Chapter  do  now 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners  and  that  a  Charter  be  issued 
under  the  name  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 
I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL, 
H.  GRIFFITH, 
B.  TOOKE. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Companions  Will.    H.  Whytc 
and  I.  H.  Stearns,  and  carried  : 

That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 


R.  E.  Com  p.  H.  S.  Couper,  Grand  Representative  of 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina,  being  in 
attendance,  presented  his  credentials  from  said  Grand 
Chapter  and  was  welcomed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
and  received  with  grand  honors. 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z,  requested  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H. 
Stearns,  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Edgar,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 
Edson    Fitch,    to   act   as    Scrutineers.     The    election   of 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  QUEBEC.  45 

officers  for  the  ensuing  year  being  then    proceeded  with, 

the  result  of  the  ballot  was  reported  thus  : — 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  Quebec Grand  Z. 

R.  E.      "       J.  B.  Tiesidder,  Montreal "  H. 

"         ••       B.  Tooke,  Montreal "  J. 

M.  E.      "       A.  D.  Nelson,  Montreal "  Treas, 

Will.  H.Whyte,  Montreal •'  Scribe  E. 

R.  E.      "       W.  T.  Anderson,  Montreal "  "      N. 

"      G.  Rolt  White,  Quebec ••  Prm,  Soj. 

The   following   Companions   were  nominated   by    the 

Representatives   of  their   respective   districts   as    Grand 

Superintendents  : 

V,  E.  Comp.  Greo.  A.  Miller Montreal  District. 

"  "       Henry  Davidson Eastern  Townships  District. 

R.  E.       "       Henry  Griffith SUdacona  District 

These  nominations  were  declared  confirmed  by  the  M. 
E,  the  Grand  Z. 


Most.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  subsequently  made 
the  following  appointments  : — 

y.  E.  Comp.  R.  DoHBBTY Grand  Assistant  Sojourner 

••        G.S.Walsh "     Junior 

*'         "       John  Moore **     Pursuivant 

'•         "        A.  G.  Sjolandbr "     Steward 

H.  H.Hknshaw ••  " 

••  ••  J.  COPBMAN " 


STANDING   GOMMITTBBS, 

M.  E.  Comp  Jno.  P.  Noyes Sweetsburg,  Chairman. 

R.  E        "      W.  M.  Lbmessuribb Montreal . 

•*  *•      R.  W.  \T  iLLi AMs Three  Rivers. 

ON  ^ommiQN  mmukTioMm  and  oommmm^OMomMom, 

M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal,  Chairman. 

R.  £.       ''       Henry  Walters Quebec. 

**  "      HoBART  Butler Bedibrd. 
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OM  FIMAMOm  MHO  aSMCVOLCJVO** 

M  £.  Comp.  I  H.  Steabns Montreal,  Chairman. 

"         "      Edbom  Fitch Quebec. 

R.  £.      '*       H.  £.  (.'HANNEU Stanstead. 

OM  ommomMTiALB, 

V.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.O'Rbqan Sutton,  Chairman. 

"         "      Jambs  Ellis Quebec. 

"         "      Jambs  P.  Gbiffin Montreal. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  Noyes,  seconded  by 
M,  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  extended  to  the  Com- 
panions who  acted  as  scrutineers. 

INSTALLATION   OF   OFFICERS. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Will.  H.  Whyte  acted  as  Installing  Officer. 

M.  E.  Comps.  I.  H.  Stearns  and  David  Seath,  acting 
as  Grand  Marshalls,  then  presented  the  following  officers- 
elect,  who  were  installed  and  invested  according  to 
ancient  usage : — 

R.  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke Grand  J. 

••       G.A.Miller *•     Supt  Montreal  District 

••        •«      Henry  Griffith ••        ••     Stadacona      •« 

«*        "       W.T.Anderson....      "     Scribe  N. 

The  following  Companions  re-elected,  were  duly  pro- 
claimed in  their  respective  offices,  viz  : — 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.Chambers Grand  Z. 

R.  E.       "       J.  B.  Tresidder "      H. 

M.E.      "      A.D.Nelson «      Treas. 

"       Will.  H.  Whyte "      Scribe  E. 

The  following  officers-elect  not  being  present,  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  instructed  the  Grand   Scribe   E.  to 
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notify  them  to  be  installed  in  the  Chapters  of  which  they 
were  members,    viz  : — 

R.  £.  Comp.  Henry  Davidson,  Grand  Superintendent  of  Eastern 
Townships  District,  and  R.  £.  Comp.  Lt.  Col.  Geo.  Rolt  White, 
Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Seath,  seconded  by  R.  E, 
Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  tendered  to  the  govern- 
ing body  of  Royal  Albert  Rooms  for  their  kindness  in  placing  their 
Chambers  at  the  disposal  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  ample  form  at 
10.30  p.m. 


■^ 


Grand  Scribe  E. 


48  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

Officers  of  tbe  (Stand  Cbapter  of  IRosal  Brcb 
flDasons  of  d^uebec,  1895*96, 


M.  E.  Comp.  £.  T.  D.  Chahbbbb Grand  Z. 

R.  E.      *«  J.  B.  Tresiddeb •*  H. 

*•  B.  TOOKB "  J. 

M.  E.      '•  A.  D.  Nelson "  Treasurer. 

"  WILL.H.  Whytb "  Scribe  E. 

R.  E.      "  W.T.  Anderson "  Scribe  N. 

"  "  Geo.  RoLT.  White "  Principal  Sojourner. 

V.  E.      "  R.  DoHERTY "  AssisUnt       •' 

"  G.S.Walsh "  Junior 

"         **  John  Moore.,. *'  Pursuivant 

"         "  A .  G.  Sjolander "  Steward. 

"  H.  H.HEN8HAW " 

"  Jas.  Copeman " 

QRANO  aUPERINTeNOENTS  OF  OiaTRIOTa. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Miller Montreal  District. 

"         "       Henrt  Davidson Eastern  Townships  Dist 

'*         *'      Henry  GRiprrrH Stadacona  District. 

STANDINQ    OOMMITTBeSf 
ON  JURISPRUOENGK,  QRIKVANGKS  AND  APPEALS. 

M  E.  Comp.  Jno.  P.  Noybb  Sweetsburg,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      ••      R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers 

**         **       W.  M.  Lbhessurier Montreal. 

ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS  AND  OORRESPONOENOE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whytb Montreal,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      "       Henry  Walters Quebec. 

**  **       HoBART  Butler bedford. 

ON  FINANCE  AND  BENBVOLENOE. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns Montreal,  Chairman. 

«•  «*       Edson  Fitch  Quebec. 

R.  E.      **      H.  E.Channell Stanstead. 

ON    OREOENTIALS. 

V.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  O'Reoan Sutton,  Chairman. 

'*         **      James  Ellis Quebec. 

••         ••      Jas.  P.  Griffin Montreal. 


Address  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

P.  0.  Box  1207,  Montreal,  P.Q. 


o 

€8 
€8 

e 


€8 

2 

© 


e 


9    ^ 
z    o 


Q    55 


^1 


(A 


S5 

o 


Q 


r    '^ 


.     2 
fe  "*  « 


tf)  C  i«  32  5ti 
2  a  2"^ 


I  §  S  l-.i 


§^5 
,9^^ 


?l3 


r'ffi  +i3  ?^  CO  u  d  d  6  6 


a 

M 

o 


B    MO 


**  .2  c 
^zi  o 

o    .    . 

ffiuQ 


Rg 


—  PQ    c   O   c« 

-^^  S'  >  ? 

«  >  K  o  O 


j^  2  J  «»   '2 
^  rt  §  4,  i:  a 


G 

li 

o 


c 
S2 

M 


•1 
a 


:  :  § 

M     C     M 

s:>5 
^  gp  - 

.  .2  ^ 


^1 


^  : 


(A     Ctf 


»3  ^ 


;  a:  B  o  rr  -    • 
•*  «^  *  ,jd  ►th 

Tiad   2   C   <^* 
"       ^  o  V  — . 


:3Q  n'  c    • 
3       a.  u 


^:2  3    i 

a   rt   a>     . 

M^COOQ 


.CO  ' 

O    . 


»-    e    k!  •*'    — 


J3    " 


5  g  »-'  ^  5 

6  X  d  5  < 


c  i:  u 

c  g  -o 


5w 


•-    N    CO  ^  u^O 
^  Ox  CT*  On  O^ 

M    CO  ^  u^ 


3 
c2 


o 

e 


I 


2 


CO 


H 
Z 

z,    > 
<    S 

r'i      S 

P 

a. 


z    pa 

o   S 
»    2. 


§  I 


i   -. 


jj 


^     ^     M     I 


a 

X 

6 


u  IE  rS  » cj  ?  cj  K  ir  o  6  ffi  a  <  k  £ 


pq 


;^   -"Si 


S  tTs  ^ 


S 


.C/3 


.9  >>» 


«      .    B    <•    V 

ff  •^    -  w  V  e 
5  i»    •   •    •    • 


:  :Q 

-sis 


J-  5. 


•is 
g 


W  fe  ^  J  <  -I  c/a 


5     G=£ 


O^i^i 


w5? 


c 

.2  :  :  :  :  : 

c  c  **  c    •    • 

IB  o  c  u:  <s  «> 


i^^6s,u: 


C8    O 


E 


:  >;-  fi  2  :  :  : 


do 


.      .      .    4»  «*<  '^  ^ 

bfa    (J  I— ^g  L?  OS  »    .1^ 


:  go  :  :  el's  e 

-^  *i    :  ^*  o  o  ii 


35  S  ■-;*  ~  .^  <  a: 


1-^ 

8    O 

<Q 


•fSrs  S  S  S  S 

QO  QO  QO  QO  QO  OO 


30  09  00  ^  ^  ^ 


flb   00   00  00  c 


iL 

H 

Cz3 


GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   QUEBEC.                                   51 

(3rant) 

Superintendents   of    S>i6trictd   since  tbe 

( 

©rflanisation  of  tbe  <Bran&  Cbapter 

of  dluebec. 

Montreal 

E  ASTERNTO  WNSHI  PS 

Stadacona 

District. 

District. 

District. 

1876-77... 

*  Thorn  as  Milton  ... 

H.  W.Wood,M.D. 

Chris.  Stavely. 

1877-78... 

W.M.  LeMessurier. 

Stevens  Baker 

H.  J.  Pratien. 

1878-79... 

•* 

James  Addie 

ft 

1879-80... 

John  McLean    

(< 

F.  T.  Thomas. 

1880-81... 

(•• 

<i 

«i 

1881-83. .. 

WniH.  Whytc 

<( 

<« 

i883->J4... 

*Joseph  Martin     ... 

John  P.  Noyes 

Chas.  Knowles. 

1884-85... 

it 

H.  E.  Channell.... 

« 

1885.86... 

A.  G.  Adams  . .   .. 

Rev.  W.  H.Nye.. 

Geo.  0.  Tyler. 

1886-87   .. 

(* 

H.  E.  Channel!.... 

k.  W.  Williams. 

1887-88... 

H.  S.  Coupcr  .     .. 

D.  Darby 

H.  Griffith. 

1888-89... 

tt 

A.D.Stevens.M.D. 

H.J.  Miller. 

1889-90... 

Arch.  R.  Fraser  ... 

M.  B.  Schofield... 

u 

1890-91. .. 

** 

E.  J.  Raymond 

Henry  Griffith. 

1891-92... 

FohnB.  Tresidder.. 

«« 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers. 

1892-93... 

Geo.  0.  Stanton... 

S.  Lebourveau 

:Hy.  Russell,  M.D. 

1893-94... 

i( 

G.  W.  Gilman  .... 

Henry  Walters. 

1894-95. •• 

li .  S .  Louper 

*• 

f( 

1895-96.   . 

G.  A.   Miller 

Henry  Davidson . . , 

Henry  Griffith. 

^Deceased.         i^I^cmitted. 
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IRoU  Of    Officers  and  Obcmbcvs 

Of   Subordinate 

Cbapters  in  tbfd  5uri6t)fctfon. 

31ST.  IDBO BIBBER.,  189-i. 

GOLDEN    RULE    CHAPTER    No,     i 

,    SHERBROOKE.       1 

Organized  April  22,   182 1 

Meets  on  the  Fourth  Thursday  of  eaoh  Month.               | 

OFFICERS  : 

Geo.  H.  Presby Z. 

J.  S.  Law.. 

.S.N. 

Alex  Ames H. 

E.  S.  Foss. 
W.  S.  Ross 
N.  Nicholsc 

p.  Soj. 

*»*^*^  •  *»•••%»•*  ••••«#    ••••••    •••■  ^^» 

E.  S.  Stevens J. 

A.H.  Anderson Treas. 

S.    *' 

)n Jr.  " 

A.  G.  Sjolander S.E. 

J.  Chesney 

Janitor. 

PAST  OFFICERS  : 

T.H.Graham  ....P.Z. 

F.  W.W.  Bowen. P.Z. 

H.  A.  Channell... P. J. 

Tas.  Addie " 

E.  B.   True *• 

S.  Ltbourveau . . . .   •* 

A.  G.  Sjolander...    " 
Chas.  Kenrick *• 

M.  B.SchoBeld...  '• 

C.  S.  Channell. . .    " 
H.  E.  Channell. . .   " 

B.  W.  Lee 
Henry  Dai 

«« 

Idson..   •• 

members: 

Chas.  S.  Channell 

H.  Ed.  Channell 

T.  L.  Brown 

Clark  Gordon 

M.  B.  Scoficld 

W.  J.  Forsyth 
G.H.  A.  Brooke 

F.  D.  Butterfield 

Wm.  H.  Ross 

Robt,  C.  Parsons 

Sam  Penuiston 

N.  Nicholson 

H.  A.  Channell 

John  L.  Wilford 

John  H.  Wright 

Wm.  D.  Clark 

Wm.  E.  Smith 

A.  H.  Anderson 

Arthur  Wilcox 

John  Chesney 

Jesse  Martin 
James  Sangster 

A.  G.  Lomas 

Charles  E.Lee 

John  H.  Graham 

S.  W.  Jenckes 

A.  H.Cummings 

James  Addie 

W.  W.Bailey 

0.  Merchant 

Fred.  W.  W.  Bowen 

Chas.  M .  Thomas 

W.  A.  Morehouse 

Edwin  S.  Foss 

E.  S.  Stevens 

W.A.Hampshire 
J.J,  Penhale 

Arch.  M.  Greenshieldt 

A.  G.  Sjolander 

Geo.  H.  Presby 

Henry  Davidson 

L.  J.  Chandler 

George  Henry 

Hector  Ross 

G.  H.  Rawlins 

E.  Burt.  True 

Alex.  Ames 

C . R.  Jones 

Ben.  W.  Lee 

H.  D.  Eraser 

Chas.  Nelson 

A.  L.  Grindrod 

John  Fales 

H.  T.  Martin 

Alex,  Ross 

Samuel  Cooper 

W.  R.  Leet 

Robt.C.Cull 

John  Richards 

J.  0.  Duncan 

S.  Lebourvcau 

A.  B.  McDonald 

W.  S.  Gilkerson 

Geo.  Williamson 

JohnH.  Barker 
Wm.  S.  Ross 

W.  W.  Baker 

John  S.  Low 

C.  R.  Thurber 

Geo,  Gordon 

Geo,  J.  Chillas 

Chas.  Webb 

Wm.  H.  Learned 

Chas  Kendrick 

J .  H .  Armstrong. 

M.  B.  McAuley                  E.  L.  Smith 
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STADACONA  CHAPTER  No.  2,  QUEBEC. 
Organized  November  17,  1854. 

Meets  on  Third  Wednesday  of  Bach  Month,  exoeptlng 
June,  July,  August  and  September. 


OFFICERS : 


J.  LangloisBell. 

James  Ellis 

James  Copeman. 
Chas.  Knowles . . , 
James  Woods .  • . 


.Z. 
.H. 

J. 

.Treas. 

.S,E. 


C.  L.  A.  Kuhring S.N. 

C.  E.  McKein P.  Soj. 

Albert  E.  Seifert S.    " 

Edward  A.  Evans. Jr.   *• 

H.  McQueen. , .Janitor. 


Edson  Fitch P.Z. 

James  Dunbar ....  ** 
Henry  T.  Pratten..  '« 
E.  T.D.  Chambers  •' 


James  Dunbar 

E.  H.  Duval 
Thos.  Edwards 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Chas.  Knowles,  jr. 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
Wm.  McWilliams 
Henry  J.  Pratten 
G.  T.  PhiUips 
W.J.  Stanley 

F.  T.  Thomas 


PAST  officers: 

F.  T.  Thomas P.Z. 

Charles  Knowles.  " 
Henry  J.  Miller..  *• 
Henry  Griffith....    " 

MEMBERS : 

G.  Rolt.  White 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 
H.  J.  Miller 
P.  A.  Falkenburg 
James  Woods 
J.  Langlois  Bell 
Heber  Budden 
O.  B.  C.  Richardson 
Geo.  B.  Lawrence 
Wm.  R.  Russell 
Henry  Walters 
Henry  levers 
Louis  Berg 


Henry  Walters.  ..P.Z. 
G.  Rolt  White....    " 
Heber  Budden.... P. J. 


M.J.Kelly 
E.  A.  Pfieffer 
Hector  McQueen 
Robt.  Robinson 
H.  B.  Sample 
James  Ellis 
James  Copeman 
Albert  E.  Seifert 
Ed.  A.  Evans 
Robt.  M.  Stocking 
Jas.  P.  Hicks 
J.  W.  Ryder 
C.  E.  McKeon 


PREVOST  CHAPTER  No.  3,  DUNHAM. 

Organized  8th  February,  i860. 

Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  Each  Month. 


officers  : 


Robert  Doherty Z. 

B.  A.  Longeway .H. 

J.  F.  Yeates,  M.D J. 

G.  R.  Longeway Treas. 

Thos.  G.  Sykes S.E. 


C.C.Dyer S.N. 

David  Cnmming ... . P.  Soj. 

John  Watt 8.     •• 

A.  H.  Holden J.      " 

Geo.  Doherty Janitor. 
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t»ROCEEDINGS  Ol'  TIttt 


Edwin  Hall P.Z. 

Edson  Kemp ** 

A.  D.  Stevens....  *« 


PAST  officers: 

G.  R.  Longeway..P.Z.  (    B.  A.  Longeway..P.Z. 
W.  A.  Taylor....    " 
Homer  Ingalls. .. .   *'    | 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 
Walter  A.  Taylor 
Edson  Kemp 
G.  R.  Longeway 
Hiram  Seeley 
E.  E.  Spencer 
T.  F.  Wood 
I.  B.  Seeley 
Thomas  Wood 
C.H.  Hall 
H.  H.  Hastings 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
EJwin  Hall 


MKMBE&S  t 

B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 
H.  B.  Chadbum. 
A.  L.  England 
Robt.  Curley 
Homer  Ingalls 
R.  Emmet  Fay,  jr. 
E.  E.  Gleason 
Rev.  A.  H.  Visser 
Jno.F.  Yeates,  M.D. 
E.  L.  Jennie 
Thos.  G.  Sykes 
George  Doherty 


Frank  A.  Olmstead 
F.  H.  Page 
C.  C.  Dyer 
H.  C.  Parsons 
Geo.  Clark 
David  Cumings 
John  F.  Guillette 
A.  H.  Holden 
W.  Macfarlane 
A.  W.  Westover 
John  Watt. 


DORCHESTER  CHAPTER  No.  4,  WATERLOO. 

Organized  March  8,  i860. 

Meets  on  Beoond  Thursday  of  Each  Month. 


OFFICERS  : 


WillardR.  Peters Z. 

D.L.  Allen H. 

R.  K.  Shaw J. 

Gardner  Stevens Treas. 

Geo.  E.  Robinson S.E. 


John  Snodgrass 8.N. 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson P.  Soj. 

Wm.  Mountford 8.    " 

W.  F.  Shores J.   *• 

Geo.  K.  SAvage Janitor. 


John  P.  Noyes... 
W.  A-  Taylor  . . . 
Geo.  H.  Allen... 
E.  J.  Raymond. . 


PZ. 


PAST  OFFICERS. 

G.  E.  Robinson... P.Z. 

D.  Darby " 

A.  E.  Mills " 

W.  G.  Parmelee..   •• 


J.  I.  Wallace.... P.H. 
W.  H.  0»Regan..P.  J. 

J.P.Hall •* 

Willard  Fuller.  ..   '• 


GkAND   CHAPTER  OF  QUEBEC.                                 SS 

IfElf BEES  : 

W.  G.  Parmclce 

Gardner  Stevens 

Arch.  McDonald 

W.  A.  Taylor 

C.  H.  Parmalee 

F.  M.  Baldwin 

G.  H.  Allen 

A.  H.  Noursc 

E.  J.  Saphier 

D  L.  Allen 

A.  G.  Ingalls 
W.  H.  O^Regan 

G.  E.  Savage 

J.  P.  Noyes 

Wm.  Mountford 

W.  I.  Briggs 

Geo.  G.  Foster. 

H.  S.  Green 

W.  I.  Johnson 

A.  W.  Pettes 

Willard  Fuller 

John  Blackwood 
D.  T.  Frost 

S.  G.  Shepherd 

George  Grant 

T.  P.  Hall 

H.  A.  Young 

Fred  England 

T.  H.  Cox 

R.  S.  Marston 

S.  V  Eastman 

G.  H.  Prouty 

John  MacFarlane 

G.  E.  Robinson 

J.  W.  Garland 

A.  C.Lytle 

D.  Darby 

W.  T.  Shores 

R.  F.  Shaw 

Jas.  Snodgrass 

W.  R.  Peters 

W.  H.  Graham 

Ed.  J  Raymond 

A.  £.  Mills 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson 

H.  j'.  Beaman 

L.  B.  Jenkins 

Wm.  Atkinson 

G.  H.  Sylvester 

R.  J.  McDonald 

Jbo.  S.  CDwyer 

John  Snodgrass 

E.  A.  Dyer 

Jno.  Irwin  Strong. 

O.  C.  Webster 

W.  J.  Farber 

J.  I.  Wallace 

CARNARVON 

Wm.  Craig 

MONTREAL. 

J  CHAPTER  No.  5, 

Organized  March  8,   186] 

• 

Meets  Second  Fri 

day  of  Bach  Moni 
July  and  August. 

;h,  excepting  June, 

OFFICBES  : 


Jno.  T.  Gladston Z. 

Henry  Ashton H. 

Geo.  H.  Wilkinson J. 

J.  B.  Tresidder Treas. 

L.  E.  Trudeau S.E. 


I.  Redfem S.N. 

J.I.  Phillips P.  Soj. 

W.  T.  Wight S.    " 

Chai.  S.  Ellis J.     •• 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


I.  H.  Stearns  . . . . 

Frank  Edgar 

Will  H.  Whyte. . 

David  Seath 

A.  A.  Stevenson. 
E.  M.  Copeland  .. 
Angus  Grant. ..., 


PZ. 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 

W.  R.Cuthbcrt  ..P.Z. 

J.  K.  Whyte 

Fred  Ma$sey.  ... 
J.  B.  Tresidder.  . . 
W.E.  Cooper.  ... 
C.  P.  O'Connor... 
W.  T.  Anderson  . . 


E.  W.T.Raddon.l'.Z. 

Geo.  C.  Bown •* 

J.  H.  Isaacson... P.H. 
W.  S.  Walker..  .    •* 
C.J.  Williams...    •• 
Jas.  Patterson ....  P.  J. 
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A.  A.  Stevenson 
J.  H.  Isaacson 
I.  H.  Stearns 
£.  M.  Copeland 
Frank  Edgar 
Rev.  L.  C.  Wurtele 
Angus  Grant 
W.  R.  Cuthbert 
Jas.  K.  Whyte 
Will  H.  Whyte 
Geo.  C.  Bown 
Mona  Lesser 
W.  S.  Walker 
W.  E.  Cooper 
David  Seath      - 
Fred.  Massey 
Wm.  Ainslie 
Hugh  Val lance 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

MEMBERS : 

R.  A.  Kellond 
Robt.  J.  Latimer 
J.  B.  Tresidder 
And.  Baile 
D.  R.  Spriggins 
T.  J.  Potter 
C.  P.  O'Connor 
Geo.  P.  Brown 
Wm.  A.   Matley 
James  Kerr 
W.  T.  Anderson 
C.J.  Williams 
Harry  Ashton 
S.  S.  Kimball 
B.  Wolowitch 
Henry  Plow 
J.  T.  Gladston 
James  Patterson 


Alf.  Lemessurier 
Wm.  Henry 
W.  S.  Ward 
I.  Redfem 
G.  H.  Wilkinson 
E.  McConkey 
C.  R.  Cornell 

C.  S.  Ellis 
W.J.Wight 
L.  E.  Tnideau 
J.  I.  Phillips 
T.  J.  Church 
W.J.  Barlow 
W.  A.  Williams 
W.J.  Gardner 

D.  A.  Young 
W.  L.  Hogg 
P.  O.  Giroux. 


MOUNT  HOREB  CHAPTER  No.  6,  MONTREAL. 

Organized  December  lo,   1863. 

Meets  Second  Wednesday  of  Each  Month,   excepting 
June,  July  and  August. 


OFFICBRS : 


J.  P.  Griffin Z. 

J.  H.  Ulonde H. 

M.  B.  White J. 

Charles  McLean Treas . 

John  Wilson S.E. 


Oswald  Fielding S.N. 

J.  G.  Reid P.  Soj. 

S.  J.  Ritchie S.     " 

J.  F.  Thorn Jr.     " 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


PAST  officers: 

C.  R.  Willis....  P. Z. 
Henry  Dunne.  ..    •* 
Richard  Tyler...    *' 
Geo.  0.  Tyler..    *• 

Chas.  D.Hanson.P.Z. 
H.  S.  Couper. ..    *• 
C.  B.  Greaves  -.    " 
E.  Higginbottom    ** 

John  Wilson  ....P.Z. 
S.  S.  Grant  ....    *• 
Geo.  E.Weldon.P.  T. 
Wm .  Brewster  . .    •• 
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MEMBERS : 

Alex.  Nelson 

Alf.  Meunier 

R.  Ellerton 

W.  L.  Pcrego 

J.  H.  Lalonde 

Chas.  McLean 

I.  A.  Richardson 

C.  B.  Greaves 

Joseph  Dixon 

R.  Tyler 

W.  M.  Briggs 

G.  S.  Rooney 

C.  R.  Willis 

£.  Higginbottom 

0.  Fielding 

G.  E.  Weldon 

C.  Byrd 

H.  Haynes 

John  Wilson 

A.  N.  Boardman 

D.  Leblanc 

G.  0.  Tyler 

John  Lawrence 

Jas.   A.  Ogilvie 

Geo.  Acton 

S.  S.  Grant 

Jos.  Youngheart 

H.  S.  Couper 

T.  Dyment 

S.  J.   Ritchie 

Henry  Danne 

J.  B.  Terry 

J.  F.  Thorn 

G.  L.  Fischer 

Alex.  Chisholm 

J.  G.  Reid 

G.  R.  Locker 

N.  Circe 

M.  B.  White 

Wm .  Brewster 

J.  P.  Griffin 

C.  A.  Lamb 

And.  Hardie 

W.  J.  G.  Proctor 

Walter  Moyes 

Geo.  Seekings 

H.  H.    Kurr 

Richard  Pring 

CD.  Hanson 

S.  McClaichie 

John  E.  Jones 

Jos.  Reiber 

Chester  McGinnis 

Ernest  Pearse 

P.  A.  Crosby 

MONTREAL 

W.DeMoulpied 

W.  S.  Peard. 
MONTREAL. 

CHAPTER  No.  7, 

C 

)rgaiiized  December,   i87< 

3. 

Meets  on   First  1 
Jx 

'hursday  of  Eaoh 
me,  July  and  Auffu 

OFFICERS  : 

Month,    exoeptinff 

St. 

W.  M.  LeMessurier... 

....z. 

J.  M.  Ferg 

uson S.N. 

John  Moore 

....H. 

W.  T.  McLanrin ..P     Roi.         1 

AlexKyle 

John  McLean .  •  • 

. . .  Treas. 

W.  J.  Ken 
Thos.  High 
John  Lawrc 

Tr.v.. ;;::;.. .s." 

more J.     •* 

nee Janitor. 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

....S.E. 

PAST  officers: 

A.  G.  Adams.  ..P. Z. 

Joseph  Mitchell.. P. Z. 
William  Hill....    " 

T.  G.  Leders... P. H. 

John  McLean  ...    " 

John  Street " 

W.  M.  LeMessurier  •' 

Barnard  Reed...    " 

A.    Redlich  ....    «• 

J.  C.  Thurston..    ** 
F.  M.  Sowdon  .    «• 

C.  A.  Humphrey  " 

Jno.  B.   Pyke... P. J. 

Geo.  0.   Sunton   « 

A.A.Stevenson.    •* 

Joseph  Luttrell..    " 

MEMBERS  : 

A.  A.  Stevenson 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

G.  H.  Stevens 

F.  M.  Sowdon 

J.J.  Coleman 

Ed.  Stacie 

A.  W.  Akerman 

Wm.  Hill 

F.  Patenaude 

A.  G.  Adams 

T.  R.  Doran. 

John  Moore 

John  McLean 

G.  0.  Stan  Ion 

W.  J.  Kerr 

John  Street 

J.  B.  Pyke 

Alex.  Kyle 

T.  C.  Thurston 

T.  G.  Leders 

J.  M.  Ferguson 

Joseph  Mitchell 

J.  J.  Rosen 

W.  T.  McLaurin 

Bernard  Reed 

J.  Luttrell 

Thos.  Highmore 

W.  M.  LeMessurier 

Albert  Redlich 

Geo.  Carson. 
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: 

ROYAL  ALBERT  CHAPTER  No 

8,  MONTREAL. 

Organized  February  i,  187 

Meets  on  Third  Monday  of  March,  June,  September  and     1 

December. 

OFFICERS  : 

H.  H.  Henshaw 

....Z.          1  J.  J.  Robson S.N.          1 

Geo.  T.  Bell 

...H. 

R.  S    Kinghorn P.S.           1 

E.  W.  Wilson 

....J. 

FredHaworth S.S.           | 

E.  T.  Scott 

...Treas. 

J.  Simmons 

J.s.         1 

S.  W.  Ewing 

....S.E. 

John  Wilson Janitor.      1 

PAST  OFFICERS  : 

Frank   Edgar.  ..P.Z. 

J.  C.  Wilson.  ...P.Z. 

H.  W.  Atwater. P. H. 

L  H.  Stearns...    •' 

D.  Anderson....    ** 

J.  L.  Ferguson  .     •* 

A.  D.  Nelson  ..    ** 

G.W.Lovejoy.M.D  •• 

C.  F.  Dawson..     •' 

Rev.R. W.Norman  •• 

Geo.  A.  Miller  .    •* 

C.  W.  Hagar  ..P.  J. 

A.  R.  Fraser...    •« 

B.  Tooke •« 

MEMBERS  : 

H.  W.  Aird  ....     " 
E.  M.  Renouf..     " 

Frank  Edgar 

L.  C.  Barney 

R.  S.  Kinuhorn 

William  Miller 

T.  P.   Butler 

J.  C.  Crathern 

Geo.  0.  Edwards 

R.  C.  Simpson 

John  Wilson 

I.  H.  Stearns 

J.  C.   Wilson 

John  Simmons 

Chas.  Hatchison 

G.  R.  W.  Kittson 

Fred.  Haworth 

A.  R.  Fraser 

IL  W.  Aird 

Henry  Brophy 

H.  W.  Atwater 

John  Auld 

E.  W.  Wison 

A.  D.  Nelson 

Hon.  M.  McT.  Tait 

J.  J.  Robson 

C.  W.  Hagar 

Jas.  Cunningham 

E.  H.  Brown 

J.  S.  Ferjfuson 

Robt.  Mellis 

W.  E.  Bradshaw 

Rev.  R.  W.  Norman 

Alex.  McDougall 

Wm.  Buell 

L.  McIMowie 

C.  R.  Chisholm 

H.  L.  Lyman 

Brock  Willelt 

E.  M.  Renouf 

D.  C.  McNaughton 

G.  A.  Miller 

B.  Tooke 

W.  F.  Egg 

D.  Anderson 

John  Porteous 

Jas.   Renwick 

H.  S.  Massen 

C.  F.  Dawson 

G.  G.  Robinson 

E.  T.  Scott 

H.  A.  Huichins 

JohnG.  Poole 

C.  J.  Mclntyre 

H.  H.  Henshaw 

Fred.  W.  Barlow 

G.W.  Lovejoy,M.D. 

S.  W.  E*'ing 

G.  McKenzie 

G.  T.  Bell 

GkAND   (  HAt>TER  OF   QUEBEC. 
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BEDFORD  CHAPTER  No.  lo,  BEDFORD. 

Organized  August  3,  1880. 

Meets  Tuesday  Before  Full  Moon  Eaoh  Month. 


OFFICERS : 


Geo.  S.  Walsh Z. 

Geo.  E.  Crellar H- 

Jas.  M.  Hilljr J. 

Edward  Coslett Trcas. 

Chas.  Jackson S.E. 


G.  ri.  Jones,  sr S.N. 

E.  F.  Currie P.  Soj. 

W.  A.  Shelters S.    •* 

G.  A.  Coslett Jr.   " 

F.J.  Borden Janitor. 


Hobart Butler.  ..P.Z. 
Henry  W.Nye..    •' 
Geo.  W.  Gilman   •« 


Hobart  Butler 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Geo.  W.  Gilman 

C.  A.  Rice 
W.  O.  Breck 
H.  C.  Hall 
H.  H.  Hastings 
E.  A.  Burret 

D.  A.  Hart 
N.  M.  Blinn 


PAST  officers: 
W.  A.  Shelters.. P.Z. 

F.  H.Throop  ..    " 

G.  A.  Coslett...    •' 

MEMBERS  : 

B.  T.  Rice 
Geo.  A.  Coslett 
Edward  Coslett 
Samuel  Coslett 
L.  G.  Burnell 
J.  M.  Ferris 
W.  H.  Smith 
G.  A.  Jones,  Sr. 
W.  A.  Shelters 
F.  H.  Throop 


H.  H.  Hastings.  P.Z. 


F.J.  Borden 
H.  A.  Blackwell 
E.  J.  Taylor 
Charles  Jackson 
Geo.  S.  Walsh 
Geo.  E.  Crellar 
J.  M.   Hill.  Jr. 
Edwin  F.  Currie 
Edw.  W.  Morgan 


SHAWENEGAM  CHAPTER   No.    11,   THREE  RIVERS. 

Organized  January  13,  1884. 

Meets  First  Wednesday  of  Bach  Month. 


OFFICERS  : 


Arthur  D.   Ritchie Z. 

E.  N.  Pike H. 

F.  F.  Farmer J. 

R.  W.  Williams Treas. 

F.J.  Argall S.E. 


T.  V.   Nicol S.N. 

J.  A.  Woodman P.  Soj. 

Wm.  Wallace S.    " 

Thos.  H.  Argall T.     " 

Janitor. 


G.  O.  Tyler     ..P.Z. 
R.  W.  Williams   •* 
W.  B.  Smith...    " 


Geo.  O.  Tyler 
E.  M.  Copeland 
S.  W.  ButterBeld 
I.  H.  Stearns 
David  Seath 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 

E.  M.  Copeland. P.Z. 
I.  H.   Stearns  ..    " 
David  Seath  ....    •• 

MEMBERS  : 
R.  W.  Williams 

F.  F.  Farmer 
W.  B.  Smith 
A.  D.  Ritchie 
J.  V.  Nicol 


F.  F.  Farmer.  ..P.Z. 


E.  N.  Pike 
J.  A.  Woodman 
William  Wallace 
F.J.  Argall 
T.  H.  Argall. 


60  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

MOUNT  SUTTON  CHAPTER  No.  12,  SUTTON. 

Organized  January  12,  1895. 

Meets  First  Saturday  After  Full  Moon, 


OFFICERS : 


W.  H.O'Regan ..Z. 

Wm.  Macfarlane H . 

Chas.  C.  Dyer J. 

R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D...Treas. 
H.  A.  Parsons 8.E. 


A.W.  Westover S.N. 

G.E.Clark P.  Soj. 

H.  A.  Darrah S.     •• 

Frank  H.   Page J.     •' 

Janitor. 


Eugene  A.  Dyer 
R.  T.  Macdonald,M.D 
John  P.  Noyes 
W.  H.  O'Regan 
F.  A.  Olmstcad 
H.  A.  Parsons 


MEMBERS  : 

G.  E.  Clark 
R.  Curley 
G.  E.  Dyer 
W.  Macftrlane 
Chas.  C.  Dyer 
N.  J.  Wyatt 


A.  W.  Westover 
H.  F.  Darrah 
F.  H.   Page 
E.  £.  Gleason 


(Bran&  Secretaries* 

GRAND  CHAPTERS. 

Annual 
Convocation. 

GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

ADDRESS. 

Alabama 

Arizona 

December . . . 
November. .. 
November. ., 

April 

July 

September... 

May 

January 

December . . . 

January 

April 

October 

October 

August 

September. . . 
February .... 

October 

February .... 

May 

November. .. 
December . . . 

January  

October 

February .... 

April 

September. . . 
December . . . 

June 

April 

May 

May 

February .... 

May 

June 

June 

September. . . 

June 

December . . . 

January 

March 

February .... 

June 

January 

December  . . . 

June 

October 

June 

November. .. 
February .... 
Triennial, 
1897 

H.  C.  Armstrong 

3eo.  J.  Kosk'ruge 

fames  A.  Henry 

Thomas  H.  Caswell  .... 

Thomas  Sargant 

E.  C.  Parmalee 

Jas.  McCormick 

James  H.  Price 

Lewis  G.  Stephen 

William  A.  McLean.... 

A.   M.  Wolihin 

Gilbert  W.  Barnard.... 
William  H.  Smythe  .... 

Joseph  S.  Murrow 

Alf.  Wingate 

Montgomery 

Tucson 

Little  Rock 

San  Francisco 

Toronto 

Denver 

Hartford 

Wilmington 

Washington 

[acksonville 

Macon 

Chicago 

Indianapolis 

Atoka 

Des  Moines 

Selina 

Louisville 

New  Orleans 

Portland 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Coldwater 

St.  Paul 

Jackson 

St   Louis 

Helena 

Omaha 

Carson  City 

St.  John,  N.  B. 

Concord 

Jersey  City 

Buffalo 

Wilmington 

Fargo 

Halifax 

Urbana 

Eugene  City 

Philadelphia 

Montreal 

Providence 

Charleston 

Flandreau 

Nashville 

Houston 

Burlington 

Richmond 

Walla  Walla 

Charleston 

Milwaukee 

Buffalo 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada    ........ 

Colorado 

Connecticut  

Delaware 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana    

Indian  Territory.. 
Iowa • 

Kansas 

Jacob  De Witt 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Henry  B.  Grant 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

George  L.  McCahan .... 

Seranus  Bowen 

Jefferson  S.  Conover. . . . 
Thomas  Montgomery.... 
J.  L.  Power 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missoun 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick... 
New  Hampshire. . 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Carolina.... 
North  Dakota.... 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

William  H.  Mayo 

Cornelius  Hedges 

William  R.  Bowen 

Chauncey  N.  Noteware 

William  A.  Ewing 

George  P.  Cleaves 

George  B.  Edwards  .... 

Christopher  G.  Fox 

Horace  H.  Munson 

Frank  J.  Thompson 

Alexander  Ross 

Charles  C.  Kiefer 

Jas.  F.  Robinson 

Charles  Cary 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania  .... 
Quebec 

WilLH,  Whyte 

William  R.  Green 

J.  E.  Burke 

Rhode  Island.... 
South  Carolina... 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

George  E.  Pettigrew .... 
Wm.  A.  Clendening . . . . 
Geo.  LoDas.  ir  . . . .   .... 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Warren  G.  Reynolds .... 

William  B.  Isaacs 

Yancy  T.  Blalock 

Odell  S.  Long 

John  W.  Laflin 

Christopher  G.  Fox 

Washington 

West  Virginia.... 
Wisconsin 

1     G.  G.  Chapter. . . 

62  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 

1Repredentatft>ed  of  tbe  (Brand  Cbapter  of  (ftuebeCt 
near  otber  (Branb  Cbapterd. 

GBAND  CHAPTERS.  REPRESENTATIVE.  RESIDENCE. 

Alabama Henxy  H.  Matthews Montgomery 

Arkansas T.  M.  Horsfall Hazen 

California W.  Buckley  Davis Sacramento 

Canada Daniel  Spry London 

Colorado  David  La  Salle Leadville 

Connecticut £.  Tweedy Danbury 

Delaware Alfred  G.  Cox Middleton 

District  of  Columbia J.  M.  Yznaga Washington 

Florida Robert  J.  Perry Key  West 

Georgia £.  H.  Reed Waycross 

Illinois William  L.  Milligan Ottawa 

Indiana Isaac  P.  Leydon New  Albany 

Indian  Territory Hon.  Selwyn  Douglas Oklahoma 

Iowa Richard  Hermann Dubuque 

Kansas W.  G.  Graham,  M.  D Winfield 

Kentucky J  W.  Hopper Louisville 

Louisiana Andrew  Hero,  jr New  Orleans 

Maine Joseph  M.  Hayes Bath 

Maryland Charles  F.  Achey Baltimore 

Massachusetts B .  Sanford,  jr Brockton 

Minnesota W.  J.  Hahn Minneapolis 

Mississippi B .  A.  Vaughan Columbus 

Missouri W.  M.  Williams Boonville 

Montana J.J.  Hindson Helena 

Nebraska William  D.  Spain Indianapolis 

New  Brunswick George  M .  Jarvis Moncton 

New  Hampshire G.  P.  Cleaves Concord 

New  Jersey G.  B .  Edwards Jersey  Heights 

New  York Frank  G.  Bolles Unadilla 

Nevada William  Sutherland Virginia  City 

North  Carolina  S.  Douglas  Wait Raleigh 

North  Dakota H.M.Wheeler Grand  Forks 

Nova  Scotia William  Crowe Halifax 

Ohio R.  C.  Lemmon Toledo 

Oregon John  J.  Spencer McMinville 

Pennsylvania John  McKain Duquesne 

Rhode  Island W.  C.  T.  Wardwell Bristol 

South  Carolina J.  H.  McKessick Union 

South  Dakota Ivan  W.  Goodner Pierre 

Tennessee Joseph  M.  Anderson Lebanon 

'1  exas R.  M.  Elgin Houston 

Vermont    Marsh  O.  Perkins Windsor 

Virginia Leslie  J.  Talbott Lynchburg 

Washington Ralph  Guichard  Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia Hugh  Sterling Wheeling 

Wisconsin W.C.Swain Milwaukee 
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1Repredentatft>ed  of  otber  Grand  Cbapters  near  tbe 
(Brant)  Cbapter  of  (Quebec. 

GRAND  CHAFTEKS.  REPRESENTATIVE.  RESIDENCE. 

Alabama Angus  Grant Montreal 

Arkansas R.Tyler '* 

California Frank  hdgar ** 

Canada Will.  H.  Whyte 

Colorado D.  Darby Waterloo 

Connecticut E .  M.  Lopeland Berthier 

Delaware H.  Dunne  ... Montreal 

District  of  Columbia G.   A.Miller *» 

Florida    A.G.Adams ** 

Georgia F.  Massey ** 

Illinois A.  D.  Nelson ** 

Indiana £dson  Fitch Quebec 

Indian  Territory J.  B .  Tresidder Montreal 

Iowa John  McLean '* 

Kansas James  Addie Milby 

Kentucky C.  R.  Willis Montreal 

Louisiana Hy  Davidson Sherbrooke 

Maine James  Dunbar Quebec 

Maryland H.  J.  Pratten ** 

Massachussetts 

Minnesota   John  P.  Noyes Sweetsburg 

Mississippi D,  Anderson Montreal 

Missouri     W.  M.    LeMessurier •* 

Montana W.  A.  Taylor Waterloo 

Nebraska G.  H.  Presby Sherbrooke 

New  Brunswick Arch.  R.  Fraser Montreal 

New  Hampshire I.  H.  Steams " 

New  Jersey David  Seath '* 

New  York J.  H.  Graham,  LL .  D Richmond 

Nevada Charles  Knowles Quebec 

North  Carolina Rev.  H.  W.  Nye Bedford 

North  Dakota R  W.Williams Three  Rivers 

Nova  Scotia Henry  Griffith   Quebec 

Ohio E.T.  D.  Chambers " 

Oregon Hobart  Butler Bedford 

Pennsylvania A.  A.  Stevenson Montreal 

Rhode  Island H.  E.  Channell Stanstead 

South  Carolina H .  S.  Couper Montreal 

South  Dakota Edwin  Hall Dunham 

Tennessee Joseph  Mitchell Montreal 

Texas George  O.  Stanton •• 

Vermont W .  Bickerton  Smith Granby 

Virginia E.J.  Raymond Waterloo 

Washington George  E.  Robinson " 

West  Virginia A.  D.  Stevens,  M.  D Dunham 

Wisconsin H.  L.  Fuller,  M. D Sweetsburg 


Hn  /Iftemodam* 


''^l  %.* 


MOST    EXCELLENT    COMPANION 

Collins  B-  Ipratt 

of  tbe 


GRAND    RCPRC8CNTATIVC 


iSranft  C>hdpter  of  il^aebec 


H)ie^  Huflust  2l^^,  1804. 


Hn  /Ihemoriam. 


Sta^acona  Cbapter,  Do.  2,  Quebec. 

Ex.  CoMP.  Alfred  F.  Lay,    P.  J. 
CoMP.  L.  A.  Farmer. 


pret^06t  Cbapter,  Do.  3,  S)unbam. 
CoMP.  G.  T.  Batciielder. 


Aount  1>oreb  Cbapter,  Do.  6,  Montreal. 

Com  p.  David  Miller. 


Voj^at  Blbert  Cbapter,  Do.  8,  Aontreat. 

Com  p.  James  Starke, 
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189S. 


By    Will.    H.     Whytk. 


To  tlu  Most  Excellent  the  Gratid  Z.,  atid  t/te  Officers 
and  Companions  of  tfu  Grand  Chapter^  Royal 
Arch  Masons^  Quebec: 


FTER  a  lapse  of  eight  years  we 
again  resume  the  work  of  prepar- 
ing the  Correspondence  Report  for 
this  Grand  Chapter.  When  elected 
to  the  position  of  M.  E.  Grand  Z., 
some  years  ago,  our  first  request 
was  made  to  our  old  friend  the 
late  Chairman  of  the  Committee* 
to  undertake  the  task  of  reviewing 
the  various  Capitular  Reports.  Very  kindly  he  acceded, 
and  well  and  ably  has  he  filled  that  position  ever  since, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  his  Grand  Chapter, 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  having  been  elected  this  year 
to  the  Chief  Executive,  has  now  turned  the  tables  on  us, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  refuse  him,  we  have  under- 
taken the  task  with  considerable  hesitancy  and  reluct- 
ance, for  well  do  we  know  the  difficult  path  we  have  to 
tread,  in  following  in  his  literary  footsteps,  made  doubly 
so  by  the  too  flattering  remarks  by  which  he  announced 
our  succession  in  his  valedictory  of  last  year.  We  would 
have  greatly  preferred  placing  our  work  quietly  before 
the  Craft,  and  then,  peradventure,  so  much  would  not 
have  been  expected  of  us. 

On  looking  over  the  roll  of  Correspondents,  we  note 
numerous  changes  and  miss  many  familiar  names.  Death 
has  claimed  many  brilliant  members  of  the  Guild  during 
the  past  eight  years.  Among  those  who  have  been  laid 
away  in  their  long  last  sleep  until  the  resurrection  morn, 
are  Companions  Horner  of  Louisiana,  Dadmun  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Pierson  of  Minnesota,  Ogden  of  New  York, 
Patton  of  Oregon,  Harper  of  Pennsylvania,  Vehslage  of 
New  Jersey,  Brown  of  Kansas,  and  Innes  of  Michigan. 
Sorrowfully  we  contemplate  these  illustrious  names,  and 
inwardly  sigh  for  the  sound  of  those  voices  so  still, — our 
friends  who  have  *'  crost  the  bar." 

Among  those  still  remaining,  and  who  have  enlightened 
the  Royal  Craft  with  words  of  wisdom  and  instruction 
for  ten  years  and  over,  are  Companions  Drummond  of 
Maine,  the  doyen  of  the  corps,  and  somewhere  near  30 
years  in  the  service.  Pillans  of  Alabama,  and  Robert- 
son, of  Canada,  both  claiming  a  27  years  record  ;  Schultze 
of  Maryland,  18  years;  Barlow  of  Connecticut,  17  years; 
Mayo  of  Missouri,  15  years;  Savery  of  Mississippi,  14 
years ;  Singleton  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  T.  B. 


ARIZONA.  3 

Long,  of  Indiana,  both  12  years  ;  and  Swain  of  Wisconsin, 
1 1  years.  That  they  may  be  long  spared  to  give  Masonry 
the  benefit  of  their  experience  and  wisdom  is  our  earnest 
wish.  A  number  of  new  and  brilliant  stars  have  arisen 
in  the  reportorial  firmament,  and  their  Reports  are  bright, 
cheery  and  interesting. 

With  these  remarks,  as  a  short  preface,  we  commence 
our  pilgrimage,  reserving  for  a  few  words  of  conclusion 
comment  on  those  Masonic  questions  of  the  day,  which 
appear  to  be  the  principal  subject  of  consideration  in  the 
various  Reports. 


ARIZONA. 

Fourth  Annual  Convocation,  Nov.  isth-i6th,  1893. 
Held  in  the  City  of  Phoenix,  M.  E.  George  J.  Roskruge, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Four  Chapters  repre- 
sented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  strictly 
business  paper,  referring  to  the  loss  sustained  in  other 
jurisdictions  by  the  death  of  many  well-known  and  be- 
loved Companions,  he  was  thankful  the  dark  shadow  had 
not  crossed  their  own  threshold. 

One  Chapter,  organized  three  years  previously,  had 
failed  to  bring  up  any  work,  "  oblong  or  square,"  and  the 
G.  H.  P.  was  unable  to  secure  any  reply  to  numerous  com- 
munications for  a  return  of  Charter,  Books,  Jewels,  etc. 
From  a  subordinate  he  received  information  that  the 
Lodge  Room  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  with  all  its  con- 
tents, and  the  High  Priest  being  away,  the  Chapter  was 
to  all  intents  dead, — very  dead.    The  G.  H.  P„  therefore, 
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recommended  that  the  Chapter  be  stricken  from  the  roll, 
and  all  Companions  "who  had  not  also  been  incinerated/* 
be  granted  demits. 

Business  of  the  Convocation  was  of  local  interest.  At 
the  head  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  the 
sad  announcement  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  Comp.  H.  B.  Lighthizer,  before  he 
had  finished  his  Report.  He  was  a  pleasant,  clever, 
and  vigorous  writer,  and  had  reviewed  the  proceedings 
of  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters  before  his  untimely  demise. 
Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  our  Companions  of  Arizona 
in  the  loss  they  have  sustained. 

Four  Chapters, — membership,   i86;    increase,  25. 
Alexander  G.  Oliver,  Prescott,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  J.  RosKRUGE,  Tucson,      -        Grand  Secretary. 


ARKANSAS. 

Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  November  22nd,  1894. 
Held  in  the  City  of  Little  Rock.  M.  E.  Comp,  John 
C.  Bone,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  with  fifty 
Chapters  represented  out  of  seventy.  Comp.  T.  M. 
Horsfall,  Grand  Representative  from  Quebec,  is  reported 
present.  The  G.  H.  P.  reported  one  Chapter  organized, 
and  the  Charter  of  another  arrested.  He  devotes  a 
goodly  portion  of  his  address  to  the  Ritual,  and  having 
heard  a  report  regarding  the  conferring  of  the  Degrees, 
he  admonishes  that  the  work  be  done  in  a  dignified 
manner. 

Considerable  business  was  transacted  during  the 
session,  but  it  was  of  local  interest. 
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We  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  list  of  Grand 

Secretaries  be  revised.     Quebec  changed  Secretaries  in 

1893,  yet  Arkansas'  Proceedings  came  addressed  to  the 

former  incumbent,  and  we  barely  missed  reviewing  it  on  this 

account,  being  just  in  time  to  catch  the  printer  as  he  was 

closing  up  this  form.     We  note  others  who  have  been 

dead  several  years.    The  Report  on  Correspondence  is 

by  R.  J.  Laughlin,  in  his  preface  he  says  : 

We  present  herewith  our  Seventh  Report,  in  which  we  will 
farnish  exUracts  where  we  think  they  will  be  of  interest  historically 
or  otherwise,  and  comment  only  where  we  think  we  know  better 
than  the  **  other  fellow  "  about  what  is  wanted  for  the  building  of 
the  Temple. 

He  extracts  and  comments  in  42  pages  reviewing  54 
books,  although  he  remarks  that  he  thinks,  "like  Josh 
Billings  on  long  sermons,  if  they  don't  strike  'ileMn 
thirty  pages  better  quit."  Don't  quit  Comp.  Laughlin, 
you  might  do  it  next  time. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  fraternally  noticed. 

Comp.  Laughlin  compiles  an  interesting  table  ot 
general  statistics.  He  gives  comparisons  of  the  past  five 
years,  showing  i93,ocx)  Royal  Afch  Masons  on  the  roll 
in  North  America  in  1894,  and  an  average  of  nearly 
14,000  exalted  annually,  showing  that  "  notwithstanding 
the  almost  universal  financial  depression  and  general 
hard  times  Royal  Arch  Masonry  has  kept  steadily  in- 
creasing.*' He  complains  that  the  Grand  Secretaries  do 
not  polish  up  their  work,  and  that  it  is  therefor  difficult 
to  make  a  perfect  table. 

Seventy  Chapters;  membership,  2050. 

James  M.  Harkey,  Russellville,    -    Grand  High  Priest. 
James  A,  Henry,  Little  Rock,      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

Fortieth  Annual  Convocation,  April  1 7th- 1 8th,  1894. 
Opened  in  due  form  in  the  City  of  San  Francisco,  R.  E. 
E.  L.  Crawford,  the  Deputy  High  Priest,  presiding,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  through  illness. 
Fifty-five  Chapters  were  represented. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  Buckley  Davis,  Quebec's  repre- 
sentative, present. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  was  read  by  the  Deputy. 

It  was  an  extremely  short  document.  He  referred  to 
eight  dispensations  granted.  Three  to  elect  at  other  than 
constitutional  times.  Two  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by 
death.  Two  occasioned  by  resignation  of  High  Priests, 
and  one  "on  petition  for  degrees  without  reference." 
We  can  understand  reasons  for  granting  all  but  the  last, 
but  we  cannot  conceive  of  an  excuse  for  doing  away  with 
such  an  extremely  important  regulation  as  an  investiga- 
tion into  every  candidate's  character,  which  we  presume 
is  the  meaning  of  "  without  reference^**  a  close  and  careful 
scrutiny  into  "  all  material  brought  up  for  inspection," 
cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon. 

Grand  Chapter  made  a  part  payment  of  two  thousand 
dollars  on  an  appropriation  towards  **  The  Masonic 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home"  of  $5,000. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Missouri  being  at  the  same  time 
in  session,  a  fraternal  message  was  wired  them. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  M.  E.  Wm.  A. 
Davies,  who  thoroughly  reviews  48  Grand  Jurisdictions. 
The  principle  questions  of  interest  to  him  are  perpetual 
jurisdiction  and  dependent  membership,  the  former  he 
does  not  like,  the  latter  he  hopes  will  yet  be  firmly  estab- 
lished. Neither  question  worries  us  in  Quebec.  He 
culls  freely  and  as  freely  comments. 


CALllrORNtA.  7 

Quebec  is  fully  reviewed  for  1893. 
Under  Colorado,  he  says  : 

We  are  in  accord  with  Comp.  Foster  on  his  proposition  advanced  in 
reviewing  Georgia,  in  the  matter  of  affiliation  fees.  We  would  place 
no  bar  to  active  membership  in  Masonic  bodies.  We  would  give  to 
Masons,  with  the  necessary  qualifications,  membership  in  Lodge, 
Chapter  or  Commandery,  without  price.  We  believe  in  dependent 
membership,  and  to  make  that  obligation  rest  as  lightly  as  possible 
upon  the  individual  Mason,  would  place  no  barrier  in  the  way  of  its 
observance.  Let  us  in  all  our  bodies  require  maximum  fkes  of  the 
profane  and  minimum  dues  from  the  Frater. 

We  do  not  agree  with  our  excellent  Companion  on  the 
Dependent  Membership  theory,  but  are  one  with  him  on 
the  matter  of  Affiliation  Fees,  which  should  be  as  small 
as  possible,  and  not  as  we  have  sometimes  known,  almost 
prohibitory. 

Under  District  of  Columbia  : 

From  our  standpoint  Capitular  Masonry  is  "  coming  in  "  with  the 
tide  of  progressive  intelligence.  During  the  years  of  its  develop- 
ment it  has  been  divested  of  its  "  rough  corners,''  and  stands  out 
to-day  a  finished  specimen  of  the  handiwork  of  the  overseers  Its 
code  of  laws  revised  by  the  practical  experience  of  the  past  half 
century,  affirmed  by  the  advanced  knowledge  of  to-day,  has  become 
a  part  of  the  harmonious  system  of  American  Masonic  jurisprudence. 
As  a  result  fewer  questions  are  raised,  inviting  disputants  to  ad- 
vance this  or  that  theory,  and  we  move  along  over  our  appointed 
course  at  regulated  speed,  governed  by  our  digest  and  code  of  laws, 
based  upon  our  allegiance  to  the  constituted  authority  of  legitimate 
Masonry. 

Sixty-seven  Chapters, — membership,  5112;  increase, 
eighty. 

Ellison  Lassel  Crawford,  Georgetown,    -    G.  H.  P. 
Thomas  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco,    -    Grand  Secy. 


CANADA. 


CANADA. 

Thirty-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  July  20th,  1894, 
Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Hamilton,  68 
Chapters  represented,  29  not  represented,  M.  R  Comp. 
J.  E.  Hardmg,  Grand  Z.,  presiding. 

M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Spry,  of  London,  Quebec's  represen- 
tative, present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Z.  was  quite  a  business 
paper,  and  from  the  outset  refers  only  to  his  stewardship 
during  the  year.  He  issued  dispensations  for  seven  new 
Chapters,  and  for  the  removal  of  four  dormant  Chapters 
to  other  localities.  He  paid  numerous  visits  during  the 
year,  and  attended  many  of  the  Chapters  of  instruction 
held  in  the  various  districts. 

In  referring  to  the  new  Ritual,  he  says  : 

Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  correct  rendering  of  oar 
work,  for  as  the  boundary  between  the  sublime  and  ridicalons  is 
said  to  be  narrow,  it  behoves  us  to  take  care  that  we  do  not  by  care- 
less and  slovenly  work,  pass  that  boundary,  and  bring  what  is  in- 
tended to  convey  an  impressive  lesson,  into  contempt  and  derision. 

In  closing  his  remarks  he  makes  the  following  earnest 
and  opportune  remarks,  which  we  wish  could  be  deeply 
impressed  upon  every  member  of  the  Craft ; 

Let  me  entreat  of  you  to  never  elect  or  appoint  any  officer  in  your 
Chapters,  except  under  a  firm  conviction  that  he  is  both  able  and 
willing  to  fully  and  faithfully  perform  his  duty  ;  and  further,  when 
assembled,  to  elect  your  Grand  Superintendents  in  your  district 
meetings,  elect  only  well  skilled  brethren,  full  of  Masonic  enthusiasm 
and  a  desire  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  Koyal  Craft  If  you 
follow  my  advice  in  those  two  particulars,  the  Order  must  succeed. 
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He  had  hoped  that  during  his  term  of  office  some  steps 
might  have  been  taken  towards  the  endowment  of  a  home 
for  indigent  and  distressed  Masons,  and  the  first  steps 
towards  organizing  a  General  Grand  Chapter  for  British 
North  America. 

Some  70  odd  pages  of  the  Proceedings  are  devoted  to 
the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents.  The  returns 
show  a  net  increase  of  Membership  of  745. 

The  day  of  meeting  of  Grand  Chapter  was  changed 
from  **  Friday  "  to  •'  Tuesday  **  same  place  and  date  of 
Grand  Lodge.  The  Degree  of  "  Past  Master "  was 
removed  from  the  Work,  and  all  sections  of  the  Con- 
stitution wherein  the  same  words  occur  were  likewise 
amended. 

We  have  always  deemed  it  unfortunate  that  the  early 
American  ritualists  tacked  on  this  degree  to  the  capi- 
tular curriculum,  as  a  degree  there  is  nothing  to  it  or  in 
common  ^vith  the  others. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  as  usual  by  that 
veteran  writer  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Robertson,  It  is 
his  twenty- seventh.  His  personal  remarks  and  com- 
ments are  rather  limited  in  this  report,  confining  himself 
very  largely  to  extracts. 

Under  Pennsylvania,  he  says  : 

We  might  add  to  the  foregoing  that  the  mark  of  a  Mark  Master 
Mason  should  be  composed  of  straight  lines,  and  should  contain  an 
odd  number  of  "  points,"  the  ends  of  lines  and  intersections  of  lines 
are  "points/*  Thus  the  Gothic  letter  A  has  five  points  and  is  a 
proper  mark,  while  the  Gothic  letter  N  has  four  points  and  would  be 
the  mark  of  an  Apprentice,  and  not  of  a  Master  Workman  nor  of  a 
Mark  Master. 
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Quebec  for  1893  and  1894  are  both  reviewed.  Under 
1893,  in  referring  to  Comp.  Chamber's  work  in  preparing 
a  second  Report  on  Correspondence,  after  his  original 
was  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  printers  : 

()omp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  is  a  jewel.  .  .  .  His  coura^  nnder 
such  trying  circumstances  is  almost  imiquei  and  reminds  one  of 
Cariyle,  and  his  ability  in  this  regard  betokens  a  rare  order  of 
merit 

Under  1894.  He  regrets  the  loss  of  Comp.  Chambers 
to  the  ranks  of  the  Reporters,  but  is  highly  pleased  to  be 
able  to  congratulate  him  on  his  elevation  to  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  his  Companions.  "  A  worthy  honor 
worthily  bestowed." 

Under  Wisconsin.  Regarding  objections  to  advance- 
ment: 

We  have  for  many  years  advocated  the  position  that  a  Member 
of  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  has  some  rights  which  the  Lodge  or  Chapter 
is  bound  to  respect,  and  one  of  these  is  his  right  to  receiving  tne 
remaining  degrees,  unless  good  cause  can  be  shown  to  the  contrary. 
The  unsupported  objection  of  one  Member  should  not  be  allowed  to 
prevent  another's  advancement.  If  the  Candiilate  is  not  worthy  of 
advancement  he  is  not  worthy  of  Membership,  and  charges  should 
be  preferred.  In  the  absence  of  a  definite  charge,  the  Candidate 
for  advancement  is  presumably  on  the  same  level  as  tne  objecting 
Brother,  and  he  has  the  same  rights  and  privileges  of  Membership. 

Comp.  Swain  is  with  us  in  the  argument  that  Membership  in  a 
Chapter  is  not  necessarily  dependent  on  the  continuance  of  Member- 
ship in  a  Lodge.    He  asks : 

"  When  and  where  has  the  Lodge  asked  the  Chapter  to  legislate 
on  its  behalf." 

Is  it  not  a  little  bit  of  impertinence  for  the  pigmy  to  offer  the 
giant  its  protection  ? 

Ninety-six  Chapters, — membership.  4634 ;  increase, 
580. 

John  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto,      -       -      Grand  Z. 
Thomas  Sargent,  Toronto.      -       -      Grand  Scribe  E. 
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COLORADO. 

Twentieth  Annual  Convocation,  20th  September,  1894. 
Held  at  the  City  of  Denver,  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  T, 
West,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.  Twenty-nine  Chapters  repre- 
sented (all  but  one).  Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
were  also  in  attendance.  The  G.  H.  P.  presented  an 
exhaustive  business  address  and  report  of  his  official 
acts.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  painstaking  official, 
and  reported  that  he  had  travelled  56  days  and  over 
4000  miles  in  visiting  every  Chapier  in  his  Jurisdiction, 
and  the  Committee  on  Address  very  deservedly  con- 
cluded their  report,  as  follows : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  tendered  the  Grand 
High  Priest  for  the  zeal  shown  by  him  in  visiting  every  Subordi- 
nate Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction,  and  the  earnestness  with  which  he 
has  worked  for  the  welfare  of  the  Craft 

He  reported  two  Chapters  constituted  and  dispensa- 
tion issued  for  the  formation  of  another. 

Four  dispensations  issued  to  install  officers,  one 
publicly. 

We  expect  ere  long  to  hear  of  dispensations  being  issued 
to  conduct  the  ceremony  of  initiation  in  public  just  to 
allow  the  profane  see  how  well  the  officials  look  in 
regalia,  and  how   nicely    they  can   get   off  their  work. 

0  tempora  I     O  mores  ! 

Eleven  Lodges  made  changes  in  their  By-Laws  which 
were  duly  approved  of  by  the  G.  H.  P. 

He  concludes  his  address,  as  follows : 

I  know  that  I  hold  radical  ideas  on  many  Masonic  questions, 
and  have  endeavored  to  purge  the  Chapters  of  those  things  which 

1  deemed  improper;   but  I  trust  that  I  have,  in  all  cases,  used 
the  authority  with  which  the  Grand   High   Priest  is  invested, 
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with  such  courtesy  as  to  have  offended  none.  Such  has  been  my 
intention.  If  I  failed,  it  was  an  error  of  the  head  and  not  of  the 
heart ;  but  my  three  score  and  ten  years  of  life,  and  my  Masonic 
work  for  forty-four  years  has  convinced  me  that  it  is  sometimes  as 
important  to  remove  the  rubbish,  as  to  place  a  stone  in  the  walls  of 
the  Temple. 

Colorado  is  also  worried  by  the  Ritual  tinker.  Last 
year  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  new  Ritual  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  this  session  the  decision  was 
reversed  and  a  Special  Committee  of  three  appointed  to 
revise  and  prepare  a  Ritual ;  because,  forsooth,  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  last  year  did  not  have 
sufficient  time  to  thoroughly  examine  the  work  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  before  it  was  adopted. 

E.  LeNeve  Foster  presents  his  seventh  Report  on 
Correspondence  which  is  as  usual  very  interesting.  He 
is  not  afraid  to  speak  out,  and  gives  his  views  with  no 
uncertain  sound. 

He  places  himself  on  record  thusly : — 

On  wearing  Chapter  regalia  and  appearing  so  clothed 
in  public ; 

There  is  no  degree  of  Masonry  which  should  force  itself  to  the 
attention  of  the  public.  Masonry  should  be  retiring,  and  its  good 
works  are  all  that  should  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  world. 

On   Ritual  tinkering ; 

But  Ritual  tinkering  is  becoming  more  and  more  of  a  boil  every- 
where, and,  where  the  Ritual  tinkers  exceed  in  numbers  the 
conservatives  and  thinkers,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  grumbling 
and  changing.  Masonry  is  higher  than  any  Ritual,  and,  to  main- 
tain the  high  standard  of  usefulness  which  our  noble  Order  has  ever 
had,  we  must  look  to  the  carrying  out  of  its  principals  more  than  to 
tho  form  of  Ritual. 

Again  he  well  and  truly  remarks ; 
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We  do  duiapproye  of  any  farce  in  Masonic  work ;  we  believe  that 
Masonry  has  much  higher  aims  than  that  of  mere  mummery  and 
tomfoolery.  Masonry  has  a  purpose  to  accomplish  in  the  life  of 
man,  and  the  world,  to  guide  liim  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  good- 
ness, so  that  frivolity  is  as  unbecoming  and  improper  in  Masonic 
work  as  in  the  Church.  Let  those  who  want  to  join  a  society  simply 
for  the  purpose  of  the  fun  they  can  derive,  for  the  awkward  predica- 
ments they  can  place  their  friends  in,  look  to  some  other  than  that 
of  the  Masonic  Order,  which  is  based  upon  the  highest  and  most 
moral  basis,  and  destined  to  enlarge  the  heart  and  best  principles 
of  mankind. 

Quebec  is  fully  reported  and  Comp.  Chambers'  re- 
marks on  canvassing  for  candidates,  and  placing  the 
proper  course  before  "Brethren  in  search  of  more  light," 
are  fully  quoted.  He  congratulates  the  late  Chairman 
of  Correspondence  on  his  elevation  to  the  important 
office  of  Grand  Z.,  and  says  "  we  shall  miss  him  from  the 
round  table,"  and  salutes  him  as  "most  excellent." 

About  the  only  point  we  are  not  in  accord  with  Comp. 

Foster,  is  on  the   dependent   membership   theory.      In 

replying  to  Comp.  Schultze  of  Maryland,  he  says : 

It  is  not  that  we  desire  to  legislate  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lodge, 
but  that  we  want  such  legislation  as  will  prevent  those  whom  the 
Lodge  casts  out  as  unworthy,  from  participating  in  the  advantages 
of  another  branch  of  Masonry.  In  this  Jurisdiction  we  have  an 
edict,  which  requires  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  be  in  good  standing  in 
this  Jurisdiction  to  be  Master  Masons  in  good  standing.  Hence,  it 
must  be  self  evident  to  every  one  that  the  moment,  from  any  Blue 
Lodge  regulation,  by-law  or  edict,  they  lose  their  standing  as  Master 
Masons,  their  privileges  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  also  cease. 

That  is  quite  right,  if  a  Lodge  casts  out  an  unworthy 
Member  by  suspension  or  expulsion,  he  should  likewise 
lose  his  rights  in  the  Chapter, — but  what  law  in  the 
Blue  says  a  demitted  Mason  is  in  bad  standing  ? 
What  regulation  or  landmark  in  the  Blue  takes  away  all 
Masonic  rights  from  a   non-subscribing   Member  of  a 


14  CONNECTICUT. 

Lodge  who  has  received  a  demit,  which  is  a  certificate 
of  good  standing  and  character,  but  the  dependent 
membership  adherent  in  the  Chapter  steps  in  and  says ; 
**0  but  you  are  in  bad  standing,  you  must  go  back  to 
your  Lodge." 

The  idea  we  cannot  get  over  is  the  Chapter  pro- 
nouncing as  in  bad  standing  the  status  of  a  Mason, 
declared  otherwise  in  the  Blue. 

Thirty  Chapters, — membership,  2450;  increase,  35. 

Alphonse  a.  Burnand,  Leadville,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
Edward  C.  Parmelee  Denver,      -     Grand  Secretary. 
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Ninety-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  May  8th,  1894. 
Held  at  the  City  of  Hartford,  M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel 
Bassett,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.  Thirty-seven  Chapters 
were  represented  out  of  a  roll  of  38.  Quebec's  repre- 
sentative not  present.  Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
attended.  A  fine  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Saniuel  Basset 
adorns  this  year's  proceedings.  The  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  could  not  be  much  shorter.  He 
reported  paying  two  visits,  issued  four  dispensations,  and 
appointed  three  Grand  Representatives,  and  certainly 
was  not  overburdened  with  the  cares  of  office.  The 
business  of  the  session  as  reported  was  routine  and  very 
short.  One  change  was  made  or  added  to  the  Con- 
stitution, viz., — No  R.  A.  Mason  of  30  years  standing 
shall  be  subject  to  discipline  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  Chapters  not  to  be  required  to  pay  a  per  capita  tax 
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to  Grand  Chapters  for  such  Members,  in  other  words  30 
years  subscribing  to  a  Chapter  constitutes  a  Life 
Member. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  that  veteran 
reporter  John  H.  Barlow,  it  being  his  17th  Annual 
Report.  Quebec  is  very  briefly  reviewed.  Comp, 
Barlow  states  that  he  is  pleased  to  And  Capitular 
Masonry  everywhere  in  a  prosperous  and  growing  con- 
dition, and  harmony  prevailing  to  such  an  extent  that 
it  is  difficult  to  find  material  for  lengthy  criticism,  and  he 
does  not  in  consequence  criticize.  We  regret  to  hear 
since  the  publication  of  their  Proceedings,  Connecticut 
has  had  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  their  Grand  Secre- 
tary R.  E.  Comp.  J.  K.  Wheeler.  We  extend  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

Thirty-eight  Chapters, — membership,  4957 ;  increase 
ninety-five. 

Isaiah  Duker,  Jr.,  Hartford,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  McCormick,      -      -      Acting  Grand  Secretary. 
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Twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  January  17th,  1894, 
Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Wilmington, 
M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Andrews,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding. 
Four  Chapters,  all  on  the  roll,  represented.  Quebec's 
representative  M.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  G.  Cox,  present.  A 
portrait  of  the  G.  H.  P.  adorns  the  pages  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings. The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  is  short.  He 
reports   instituting   one   Chapter.      He,  according   to  a 
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resolution  of  Grand  Chapter,  presented  eight  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  with  Jewels ;  advocates  the  publishing  of 
the  portraits  of  all  P.  G.  H.  P. ;  recommended  that  no 
M.  M.  M.  receive  the  P.  M.  degree  until  such  time  as  he 
recorded  his  mark.  These  suggestions  were  adopted  by 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  on'  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  V.  V. 
Harrison  reviewing  44  Jurisdictions.  A  decided  im- 
provement could  be  made  by  the  printer  in  the  make-up 
of  this  portion  of  the  Proceedings,  if  quotations  or  clip- 
pings were  set  up  in  a  different  sized  type.  It  is  some- 
what difficult  to  know  at  times  whether  they  belong  to 
Comp.  Harrison  or  otherwise. 

Quebec  for  1893  is  fraternally  noticed,  and  he  kindly 
extends  Delaware's  sympathy  over  the  loss  sustained  by 
the  deaths  of  our  loved  Officers  of  that  year.  Quebec 
fully  appreciates  the  sympathy  tendered. 

Comp.  Harrison  presents  a  good  review  of  the  actions 
of  the  various  Grand  Bodies,  but  he  seldom  assents  or 
dissents. 

He  objects  to  the  Grand  Representative  system. 
Four  Chapters, — membership,  551 ;  increase,  36. 

George  W.  Andrews,  Wilmington,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,    -    -    Grand  Secretary. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation,  Dec.  I2th,  1894. 

Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Washington, 
M.  E.  Comp.  George  H.  Walker,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding. 
Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present,  and  the 
representatives  of  ten  constituent  Chapters.  Quebec's 
respected  representative  M.  E  Comp.  Jos^  M.  Yznaga 
was  also  present. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  was  a  lengthy  one  but 
contained  principally  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  and  a  question  of  jurisdiction 
between  a  Washington  Chapter  and  one  in  Virginia. 
He  reported  visiting  each  Chapter  once  or  more  in  the 
Jurisdiction.  True  the  Jurisdiction  does  not  cover  a  vast 
extent  of  territory.  The  condition  of  the  Craft  had  im- 
proved   notwithstanding  a  year  of  financial  depression. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  purely  local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
Comp.  William  R.  Singleton,  and  he  condenses  into  50 
pages  a  review  of  45  Jurisdictions. 

Under  Mississippi  he  makes  the  following  remarks, 
and  we  add  that  unfortunately  they  are  too  true,  a  more 
fraternal  and  brotherly  feeling  in  both  Lodge  and  Chap- 
ter would  lessen  the  crowd  of  non-affiliates.  We  have  the 
deepest  sympathy  with  some  worthy  men,  who  would 
have  been  bright  and  active  Members  of  our  noble 
Fraternity,  but  whose  ardor  and  interest  was  chilled  by 
the  uncongenial  atmosphere  of  their  Lodge,  by  the 
bumptious    importance   of   a   new-broom   Secretary,   or 

perhaps  the  laziness  or  indifference  of  a  similar  official. 

B  * 
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An    attentive,    courteous,   and    affable    Brother   in   the 

position  of  Secretary  is  a  jewel  and  a  joy  to  the  Craft : 

In  response  we  say  we  shall  never  arrive  at  that  "golden  age** 
BO  long  as  Masons  are  to  be  treated  precisely  as  profanes.  Let  us 
within  the  "  vails  "  always  act  fraternally  to  all  our  Brethren,  and 
the  outsiders  will  come  in  and  "pay  their  just  dues  to  Lodge  and 
Chapter."  We  believe  that  much  of  the  unaffiliation  among  Lodge 
and  Chapter  Masons  is  due  to  the  unfraternal  feeling  manifested  by 
Members  who  are  within  the  Lodge  and  Chapter ;  and  a  conciliatory 
feeling  and  action  of  the  Officers  and  Members  will  bring  within  the 
fold  those  who  are  without.  We  write  from  our  experience  on  this 
point,  and  know  of  what  we  affirm.  Some  years  since  a  Brother  of 
one  of  our  Lodges  who  had  acted  as  Secretary,  went  away  for  a  time 
and  then  returned  to  this  city.  He  was  again  elected  as  Secretary. 
Upon  examination  of  the  books  he  found  a  large  number  of  the  old 
Members  who  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  dropped  for  n.p.d. 
He  remarked  to  us  that  he  would  set  eitery  one  of  them  back,  as 
they  were  all  good  men  and  true,  and  that  some  untoward  circum- 
stances must  have  caused  them  to  be  thus  circumstanced.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  best  spirit,  prompted  by  brotherly  kindness  he 
addressed  to  each  one  a  friendly  letter,  and  the  result  was  that 
every  one  of  them  came  forward  and  paid  their  dues  and  were 
reinstated.  We  say  to  those  who  cavil  at  these  dropped  or  unaffili- 
ated Brethren,  *'  Go,  thou,  and  do  likewise.''  Instead  of  traducing 
our  Brethren,  let  us  approach  them  in  the  spirit  of  brotherly  affec- 
tion, and  we  guarantee  that  in  nine  cases  out  often  we  shall  reclaim 
our  Brethren. 

Quebec  is  reviewed,  and  he  endorses  Comp.  Chambers' 

views  on  "uninformed  Brethren,"  as  follows: 

Several  years  ago  in  our  Report  we  urged  the  same  thing,  and 
were  taken  severely  to  task  by  some  of  our  **  weak  kneed  "  Com- 
panions, who  look  upon  Master  Masons,  we  presume,  as  Master 
Masons  do  upon  profanes.  Now,  Comp.  C'hambers  takes  the 
correct  view.  They  are  our  Brethren  supjxjsed  to  be  in  search  of 
w^r^  light,  and  they  should  be  iK)inted  tlie  correct  way  to  obtain 
perfect  light  in  Masonry. 

Within  a  very  few  days,  in  conversation  with  a  young  Master 
Mason,  he  told  us  he  thought  he  had  received  all  the  necessary 
light  in  Masonry— supposed  he  had  the  true— and  was  much  sur- 
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prised  to  learn  that  he  was  not  a  Master  in  Masonic  light;  that 
what  he  had  received  was  hut  a  substitute  for  something  which  it 
was  right  and  proper  for  him  to  obtain  by  suitable  efforts.  The 
M.-.E, -.Master's  degree  teaches  us  who  have  attained  to  it,  that 
we  are  to  impart  true  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  our  less 
informed  Brethren-  Do  we  always  comply  with  this  obligation? 
We  fear  not 

Under  Washington  : 

A  Companion  who  had  been  grossly  guilty  of  swindling  Members 
of  his  Chapter  having  removed  fh)m  the  State  and  being  clear  of  the 
books,  applied  for  a  demit.  He  decided  that  ordinarily  he  was 
entitled  to  a  demit,  but  in  this  case  it  was  clearly  the  duty  of  some 
Officer  or  Member  to  cause  charges  to  be  preferred  against  him  and 
have  him  brought  to  trial. 

This  was  evidently  correct.  There  is  often  a  disposition  in 
Masonic  Bodies  to  avoid  the  trouble  and  annoyances  connected 
with  a  trial,  and  if  a  Member  of  bad  character  asks  for  a  dimission 
the  Members  are  too  glad  to  get  rid  of  him  without  a  trial,  forgetting 
that  they  thereby  shift  him  over  to  some  other  Body  where  by  their 
certificate  of  good  standing  they  are  morally,  and  should  be  Mtuoni- 
caliy,  responsible  for  having  thus  deceived  the  Fraternity  at  large. 
A  "certificate  of  good  standing"  is  an  endcrsetnent^  which  on  a  note 
renders  the  endorser  responsible. 

Too  true !  Comp.  Singleton,  Brethren  too  often  evince 

a  disposition  to  shirk  their  duty. 

Ten  Chapters, — membership,  2141;  increase,  15. 

Frank  L.  Campbell,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Lewis  G.  Stephens,  Washington,        Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA. 
Forty-eighth  Annual  Convocation,  May  8th,  1894. 
Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville, 
M-E.  Comp.  Silas  B.  Wright,  G.H.P.,  presiding.  Quebec's 
representative  not  present.  Twelve  Chapters  represented 
and  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
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The  address  of  the  Presiding  Officer  was  a  business 
document  in  which  after  paying  due  tribute  to  the  illus- 
trious dead,  he  reports  his  official  acts.  Two  new 
Chapters  were  constituted  and  one  dispensation  issued 
to  form  another.  Three  dispensations  issued  in  connec- 
tion with  balloting  for  Candidates. 

Judge  McLean  is  a  model  Secretary,  he  had  copies  of 
the  Proceedings  distributed  the  twentieth  day  after  the 
close  of  the  session,  but  then  they  were  not  bulky  and 
no  lengthy  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  being  held 
back,  awaiting  to  hear  from  several  of  the  Jurisdictions, 
in  order  to  make  the  circle  complete. 

An  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
was  made  to  procure  a  suitable  office  for  the  Grand 
Secretary,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  library  and 
records  of  this  Grand  Body. 

At  the  session  of  1893  a  resolution  was  passed  that  the 
failure  of  any  Grand  Representative  to  attend  three  con- 
secutive Grand  Annual  Convocations  shall  cause  the 
office  to  be  declared  vacant  and  new  representatives 
recommended, — at  this  session  this  resolution  was  res- 
cinded, because  said  action  had  the  appearance  of  a 
disposition  to  legislate  for  other  Grand  Chapters  regard- 
ing the  term  of  office  of  their  Representatives. 

Several  Grand  High  Priests  in  other  Jurisdictions  have 
fallen  into  the  same  error.  The  power  that  issues  a 
commission  is  the  power  only  that  can  withdraw,  or 
terminate  it,  not  the  power  at  whose  court  the  Commis- 
sioner resides. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  "  while  recognizing  the 
benefits   resulting    from   an   interchange   of  views   and 
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opinions  upon  important  questions  as  presented  in 
Correspondence  Reports,"  regretted  the  state  of  .the 
finances  would  not  justify  the  expenditure  of  such  an 
amount  to  print  a  report  as  would  reflect  credit  upon 
themselves. 

We  would  respectfully  draw  the  Committee's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Quebec  has  not  quite  as  big  a  Member- 
ship nor  quite  as  large  an  income  as  Florida,  and  yet  can 
afford  to  print  a  report.  We  trust  they  will  manage  to 
add  a  few  more  dollars  next  year  to  the  cost  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings, and  allow  our  good  friend  Comp.  McLean  to 
add  a  report.  We  have  a  pleasant  recollection  of  several 
hours  visit  to  Florida's  Grand  Secretary  while  passing 
through  Jacksonville  in  April,  1893. 

As  the  Constitution  calls  for  a  report,  the  Grand 
Secretary  printed  four  pages  of  a  report  dedicated  princi- 
pally to  a  defence  of  Why  Florida  installs  a  High  Priest 
of  a  Chapter  U.  D.  before  a  Chaiter  is  granted. 

Fifteen  Chapters, — membership,  564 ;  increase,  68. 

William  M.  McIntosh,  Tallahassee,  Grd.  High  Priest. 
William  A.  McLean,  Jacksonville,      Grand  Secretary. 


GEORGIA. 

Seventy-second  Annual  Convocation,  April  25th,  1894, 
Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Macon,  M.E.  Comp, 
James  H.  Taylor,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.  Eighty-eight 
Chapters  represented,  five  failing  to  report.  Ex.-Corap, 
E.  H.  Reed,  Quebec's  Representative,  present. 
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A  very  able  and  excellent  paper  is  the  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest.  He  fully  reports  all  his  doings, 
gives  quite  an  interesting  dissertation  on  Masonry,  and 
pays  due  tribute  to  the  fraternal  dead,  especially  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Grand  Master  of  Masons  J.  S.  David- 
son. He  constituted  two  Chapters,  resuscitated  two  that 
were  dormant,  and  issued  dispensations  for  the  formation 
of  five  new  ones,  made  numerous  visitations,  and  reported 
Capitular  Masonry  in  good  condition,  and  says : 

Our  grand  old  State  is  still  rapidly  building  up  materially, 
morally,  and  socially.  New  towns  are  springing  up,  waste  places 
rapidly  developing,  new  Lodges  being  constituted,  and  the  demand 
for  more  light  imperative,  and  every  year  new  fields  for  tlie  cultiva- 
tion of  the  living  and  burning  principles  of  Masonry  presenting 
themselves,  and  the  great  cause  of  advancement  cannot  afiford  to 
ignore  these  claims. 

He  devoted  too  much  time  and  space  to  reply  to  a 
contemptible  anonymous  letter  writer  who  had  written 
to  a  publication  criticizing  the  work  of  the  Chapters  in 
the  Royal  Arch. 

Of  the  Order,  he  says : 

The  grand  old  Order  of  Masonry  has  stood  the  test  of  wars,  pesti- 
lence and  persecution,  and  has  never  been  forsaken  by  its  votaries. 
Here  it  stands,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world,  its  anti- 
quity undenied  and  its  benefits  eternal.  Who  founded  it,  or  when  it 
was  founded,  no  one  can  tell.  History  upon  history  has  been 
written  relative  to  its  origin,  but  beyond  a  given  period  of  our 
acknowledged  chronology,  at  which  all  records  of  its  annals  are  lost, 
no  one  has  been  able  to  penetrate  the  dark  haze  of  the  antiquity 
that  conceals  its  origin.  Masonry  has  adapted  itself  to  all  ages  and 
periods  of  time,  and  stages  of  civilization.  Just  when  the  explorer 
for  knowledge  is  atout  to  congratulate  himself  on  a  successful  solu- 
tion of  the  period  and  date  of  its  foundation,  the  scenery  changes, 
and  a  new  phase  of  its  existence  meets  the  view,  stretching  out  into 
the  limitless  beyond. 

Institutions  after  institutions  have  been  modeled  after  its  pattern 
but  none  have  ever  reached  its  grandeur  or  equalled  its  grace;  and 


CEOkGlA.  23 

still,  who  instituted   it  or  whep  it  was  founded  are  among  the 
greatest  mysteries  that  lie  hidden  in  its  bosom. 

The  daughters  of  Right  Excellent  Wm,  Abram  Love 
having  prepared  a  portrait  of  their  beloved  father,  decided 
to  present  the  same  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia 
which  was  done  by  Right  Excellent  W.  S.  Ramsay,  who 
represented  the  young  ladies,  in  a  chaste  and  eloquent 
address* 

The  portrait  was  received,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
tendered  to  the  daughters  of  the  Right  Excellent 
Companion,  by  a  rising  vote. 

A  Committee  was  also  appointed  to  purchase  a  piece 
of  silver  plate  for  each  of  the  three  daughters,  in  token  of 
the  appreciation  and  the  gratitude  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp  W.  S. 
Ramsay,  he  outlines  the  doings  of  35  Grand  Juris- 
dictions, and  claims  his  aim  was  to  instruct  not  to 
entertain,  to  inform  not  to  display  his  own  proficiency 
or  powers  of  criticism. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  the  value  of  Correspondence 
Reports  would  be  very  limited  if  the  doings  and  the 
legislation  of  Grand  Bodies  were  not  often  carefully 
criticized.  Instruction  can  be  given  in  an  entertain- 
ing manner,  and  is  always  more  acceptable  when 
placed  in  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  form.  The  Com- 
panion, however,  gives  us  a  very  pleasant  report  and 
reviews  carefully. 

We  are  with  him  when  he  says,  referring  to  a  Chapter 

appearing  in  full  regalia  to  bury  a  deceased  Companion : 

It  is  in  bad  taste  to  appeal  to  the  vulgar  by  a  public  parade  of 
Chapter  regalia  and  paraphernalia. 
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Under  Missouri,  he  has  the  following  regarding  Corres- 
pondence Reports  : 

Show  me  a  prosperous  Grand  Chapter  that  does  not  foster  and 
encourage  a  comparison  of  work  and  law  and  method,  and  con- 
struction of  ancient  usage,  together  with  a  definition  of  Landmarks, 
and  I  will  show  you  a  Jurisdiction  that  stands  to-day  as  when  first 
constituted,  with  comparatively  little  interest  and  no  enthusiasm. 
These  Reports  ought  to  constitute  the  life  of  the  Chapters,  encour- 
aging, as  they  do,  zeal  and  stimulatiug  inquiry. 

Eighty-eight  Chapters, — membership,  3400;  increase, 
2/9. 

James  W.  Taylor,  Luthersville,   -    Grand  High  Priest. 
And.  M.  Wolihin,  Macon,         -  Grand  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS. 

Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  October  25th,  1894. 
Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago, 
M.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Hutchinson,  G,  H.  P.,  presiding. 
Eighteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  also  present  as 
well  as  Quebec's  Representative  Comp.  Wm.  L.  Milligan. 
One  hundred  and  seventy-one  Chapters  represented  out 
of  a  roll  of  184  active  Subordinates. 

The  G.  H.  P.  after  paying  due  tribute  to  the  fraternal 
dead,  reported  issuing  six  dispensations  to  elect  and 
install  officers.  One  to  act  on  petition  in  less  than 
lawful  time  and  three  to  Chapters  who  had  lost  their 
Charters  through  fire.  Constituted  five  Chapters,  and 
instituted  two  U.D.  by  proxy.  Made  a  dozen  visitations, 
and  gave  half  that  number  of  decisions  on  points  that 
High  Priests  ought  to  know,  but  apparently  did  not. 
The  address  was  purely  a  business  one  and    expressed 
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the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  presiding  Officer 
during  the  year.     The  business  of  the  session  was  local. 

We  are  extremely  pleased  to  note  that  Quebec's 
Representative  M.  E.  Comp.  Milligan  has  received  the 
highest  honor  that  can  be  conferred  on  him  by  his 
Companions,  they  having  elected  him  at  this  session 
their  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest.  We  tender  Quebec's 
hearty  congratulations.  M.  E.  Comp.  Milligan  resides 
in  a  town  with  the  very  familiar  name  (to  Canadians)  of 
Ottawa — but  it  is  Ottawa,  Illinois,  and  not  Ottawa, 
Canada. 

Comp.  John  M.  Pearson  presents  his  ninth  Annual 
Report  on  Correspondence,  it  is  a  reflection  of  himself — 
pleasant  and  genial.  We  have  an  agreeable  recollection 
of  an  enjoyable  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  some 
five  years  ago,  when  they  celebrated  their  Semi-centen- 
nial Communication,  and  there  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Comp.  Pearson.  Courtesies  then  received  from 
the  Grand  Master  and  Bro.  Pearson  are  still  fresh  in  our 
memor>% 

Quebec  is  pleasantly  reviewed,  and  in  reply  to  Comp. 

Chambers'  invitation,  says : 

••  Come  to  Quebec, "—don't  we  wish  it  ?  Thirty-seven  years  ago^ 
with  the  mother  and  son,  we  spent  a  delightful  week  in  Montreal,  in 
the  month  of  July.  The  trip  down  the  beautiful  river,  with  its 
rapids  and  Indian  pilot,  and  the  ride  around  the  mountain,  are  all 
fresh  in  the  memory. 

We  trust,  however,  that  some  day  in  the  near  future 
Comp.  Pearson  will  again  visit  Montreal  on  his  way  to 
Quebec,  to  accept  Comp.  Chambers*  invitation  to  cast  a 
line  to  the  "  Ouananiche."  He  will  recognize  very  lit- 
tle of  old  Montreal,  for  37  years  has  made    wonderful 
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changes  in  the  city  of  the  *'  Royal  Mount."  Comp. 
Chambers  is  widely  known  as  an  authority  on  those  land- 
locked salmon  of  our  Province,  and  we  can  vouch  he 
will  never  have  better  sport  than  when  under  our  Grand 
Z's  Walton ian  care. 

Of  Comp.  Chambers'  Report  on  Correspondence,  he 
says: 

R.  E.  Companion  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  again  presented  an  excel- 
lent Report  on  Correspondence,  but  before  the  Companions  had  all 
read  it  he  had  become  M.  E.  Grand  Z.;  the  Companions  elected  him 
in  his  absence,  but  he  was  duly  installed  shortly  after.  Thus  his 
many  labors  of  love  have  been  rewarded. 

Comp.  Pearson  does  not  believe  in  Dependent  Mem- 
bership. Under  South  Dakota  we  find  him  replying  to 
Comp.  Levoy  who  is  a  firm  believer  in  that  doctrine. 

Under  Maryland  we  find  his  creed,  from  which,  good  Lord,  de- 
liver us. 

To  this  we  add  with  all  our  heart  "Amen," 
He  also  adds : 

A  Master  Mason  holding  a  demit  is,  with  us,  in  ^'good  standing." 
AVe  require  him  to  be  afliliated  when  he  petitions  for  the  Chapter 
Degrees,  and  after  that  he  consults  his  own  free-will  as  to  Member- 
ship in  the  Lodge,  but  a  Brother  *•  suspended"  cannot  sit  in  his 
Cliapter.  We  still  think  the  decision  correct,  and  we  decline  to 
accept  the  **  additional  belief"  propounded  by  Companion  Levoy. 

Under  Missouri,  he  says  of  Comp.  Mayo : 

More  than  once  he  defends  their  law  of  **  Dependent  Member- 
ship,'' and  we  think  it  needs  constant  defense  and  will  until 
repealed. 

Comp.  Pearson,  although  inclined  to  be  liberal  in  his 
views,  does  not  run  to  the  extreme  and  does  not  approve 
of  public  installation  of  Officers  conjointly  with  the 
female  Order  of  the  "  Eastern  Star."  Nor  do  we,  it  is 
altogether  "  too,  too  "  for  us. 
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One  hundred  and  eighty-four  Chapters, — membership, 
15,846;  increase,  403. 

W.    L.    MiLLlGAN,   Ottawa,     -     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Gil.   W.   Barnard,    Chicago,      -     -    Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA. 

Forty-ninth  Annual  Convocation,  October  17th,  1894. 

Opened  in  ample  form  in  the  City  of  Indianapolis, 
M.E.  Comp.  O.  W.  Brownback,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.  As 
near  as  we  can  figure  up,  out  of  90  Subordinates  on  the 
roll  87  Chapters  including  one  U.  D.  were  represented 
at  this  Convocation,  and  three  were  not.  A  baker's 
dozen  (thirteen)  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  also 
present.     Quebec's  Representative  was  not  registered. 

The  Proceedings  are  embellished  with  the  portraits  of 
two  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  M.  E.  Comp.  Brown- 
back,  the  retiring  official,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Reuben 
Peden,  who  had  been  killed  by  a  train  in  December  last. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  a  business  docu- 
ment,— reports  three  Chapters  constituted  ;'  three  special 
dispensations  to  elect  and  install  Officers;  arrested  the 
Charter  of  a  Chapter,  and  says  additional  efforts  were 
made  to  induce  the  Companions  to  save  their  Charter, 
and  not  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  Chapters,  but  as  he 
adds : 

The  microbe  of  apathy  had  so  infected  the  body  of  this  Chapter 
that  heroic  measures  were  necessary  to  keep  the  disease  from 
spreading  and  affecting  other  Chapters. 

A  dispensation  was  issued  to  organize  a  new  Chapter. 

Reports  several  decisions,  and  adds,  concerning  the  P.  M. 

degree,  that  no  levity  should  be  permitted : 
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Chapters  are  not  circuaeB,  and  clowns  should  not  be  admitted 
within  the  sacred  precincts  to  mar  the  solemnities  of  our  cere- 
monies. 

And  with  reference  to  the  R.  A.,  says : 

Any  High  Priest  who  permits  trifling  practice  or  boisterous 
conduct  during  the  ceremony  of  conferring  degrees  deserves 
immediate  suspension  from  office. 

He  reminds  Grand  Chapter  that  the  next  year  will  be 
the  anniversary  of  their  semi-centennial,  and  suggested 
suitable  provision  for  celebrating  it ;  regrets  the  early 
records  are  missing  but  trusts  they  will  yet  be  discovered. 

The  Grand  Chapter,  on  recommendation  of  the  Com- . 
mittee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  declined  to  exchange 
Representatives  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South 
Wales,  as  the)'  were  in  full  fraternal  correspondence  with 
Scotland,  and  Scotland  had  five  or  more  Subordinates  in 
that  colony,  and  they  preierrcd  allowing  the  two  in- 
terested parties  to  fight  it  out,  before  taking  the  side  of 
either  of  these  foreign  Grand  Bodies. 

The  Grand  Chapter  decided  to  celebrate  the  semi- 
centennial by  a  banquet,  and  requested  their  Chairman 
of  Correspondence,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  T.  B.  Long, 
to  prepare  and  deliver  a  historical  paper  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

On  turning  over  the  last  page  of  the  Proceedings  we 
were  exeeedingly  grieved  and  pained  to  notice  a  foot- 
note from  the  Grand  Secretary  announcing  the  death  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Manning,  on 
the  26th  of  October.  Only  eight  days  after  the  close  of 
the  Convocation.  No  particulars  are  recorded,  but  the 
hearts  of  Quebec  will  go  out  in  sympathy  for  their 
Indiana  Companions,  for  we  also  have  felt  the  rod  in  the 
untimely  death  of  Executive  Officers, 
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Com  p.  Long,  an  old-time  reviewer,  presents  his 
Annual  Report  of  the  pubh'shed  transactions  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  world.  Canada 
alone  being  absent  from  the  list.  Fifty  Chapters  are 
ably  and  liberally  commented  upon,  and  criticised  when 
necessary  with  Masonic  charity. 

Quebec  is  fraternally  reviewed.  He  makes  kindly 
acknowledgement  of  an  error  in  his  last  year's  Report 
regarding  the  date  of  issue  of  Quebec's  Proceedings, 
and  thus  practices  under  Quebec  what  he  so  gracefully 
preaches  under  the  District  of  Columbia,  when  he  said : 

Then  will  come  those  graceful  apologies  that  can  so  easily  be 
made  when  no  wrong  was  intended. 

Your  courteous  letter  last  year,  Companion,  was  quite 
sufficient.  He  compliments  Comp,  Chambers  upon  his 
"well  earned  honor,"  and  expresses  sincere  regret  at  his 
consequent  withdrawal  from  the  Guild  of  Correspondents, 
saying : 

For  in  this  field  of  labor  we  have  all  learned  to  admire  liis 
ability,  and  to  love  him  for  his  genial  and  companionable  conduct. 

His  regrets  and  compliments  but  re-echo  those  of  the 
Companions  of  Quebec  regarding  their  present  chief. 

Of  Companion  Chamber's  work,  he  says: 

In  the  present  paper  he  reviews,  with  his  usual  skill,  the  trans- 
actions of  forty -eight  Grand  Bodies,  in  a  pamphlet  of  eighty-seven 
pages.  No  one  has  demonstrated  a  more  zealous  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft  than  he.  His  repeated  protests  against 
the  custom  of  hurrying  the  searcher  for  Masonic  light  directly  from 
the  Lodge  to  the  Consistory  have  been  earnest  and  repeated;  as 
have  also  been  his  suggestions  in  favor  of— if  not  solicitation — 
prudent  advice  to  Master  Masons  to  completf>  tlie  knowledge,  left 
imperfect  in  the  Lodge,  by  facts  available  to  them  in  the  teachings 
of  the  Royal  Arch. 
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We  would  like  to  spend  more  time  with  Comp.  Long, 
but  have  already  given  considerable  space  to  Indiana. 
He  expresses  sorrow  at  the  inroads  death  has  made  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Guild,  and  adds  the  "  Chain  of  Union  " 
is  never  really  broken  for  with  the  dissolving  of  one  link 
another  is  formed,  he  urges  each  Correspondent  by 
diligent  study  and  careful  investigation  to  add  some- 
thing to  the  store  for  the  general  good  of  the  Craft. 

Ninety  Chapters, — membership,  6315;  increase,  119. 
,     -     -     Grand  Hierh  Priest. 


William  H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis,  -  Grand  Secretary. 
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Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  August  i6th,  1894. 

Opened  in  ample  form  at  Oklahoma  City,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Leo  Edmond  Bennett,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding. 
Eleven  Chapters  out  of  thirteen  represented,  and  three 
Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

On  looking  over  the  list  of  their  Grand  Representatives 
we  find  that  Quebec*s  name  does  not  appear  as  exchang- 
ing. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  occupies  a  space 
of  little  more  than  a  page  in  the  Proceedings.  He  reports 
Capitular  Masonry  as  exhibiting  a  strong  and  vigorous 
growth  during  the  past  year,  the  returns  showing  an 
increase;  all  the  Chapters  having  candidates  but  one. 
The  business  of  the  session  was  purely  local.  No  Report 
on  Correspondence,  the  Grand  High  Priest  stating  that 
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none   had    been    prepared    owing    to    the    absence   of 

P.  G.  H.  P.,  R.  W.  Hill,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

Thirteen  Chapters, — membership,  411  ,  increase,  75. 

Hon.  Selwyn  Douglass,  Oklahoma  City,    -    G.  H.  P. 
Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,      -      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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Forty-first  Annual  Convocation,  September  26,   1894. 

Held  at  Sioux  City,  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W  Craig,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  89  Chapters  represented  out  of 
113  subordinates.  Quebec's  active  and  attentive  repre- 
sentative, Comp.  Herrmann,  was  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  pro- 
ceedings, proved  a  zealous  and  efficient  officer,  his  acjdress 
covering  fourteen  pages.  The  fraternal  dead  was  fully 
noticed.  He  reported,  issuing  8  dispensations  to  ballot 
out  of  time  on  Candidates,  23  dispensations  to  elect 
officers  and  23  to  install.  Too  much  dispensing.  Laws 
are  made  to  be  observed,  not  broken.  Two  new  Chapters 
were  formed  and  one  Chapter  surrendered  its  warrant. 
He  indulged  in  half  a  dozen  decisions,  none  of  importance 
outside  his  own  Jurisdiction.  His  immediate  predecessor 
M.  E.  Comp.  Fletcher,  having  induced  the  Grand  Chapter 
last  year  to  pass  a  resolution  abolishing  the  change  of 
Representatives  with  other  Grand  Bodies.  He  remarks 
in  his  address  : — 

"  The  Grand  Represeutative  system  has  fallen  into  disfavor  in 
some  States  so  far  as  Grand  Lodges  are  concerned,  but  only  in  a 
very  small  minority.    The  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  should  not  be 
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the  first,  or  one  of  the  fircit  Grand  Chapters,  to  abolish  the  system. 
It  has  become  almost  universal,  is  harmless,  pleasant,  profitable  and 
afTonls  pleasant  opportunity  to  exchange  fraternal  courtesies  and 
greetings.     It  should  be  continued  at  least  for  another  term." 

The    Committee   on    the  address   coincided    with   his 

views  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  brought  in  a 

report  which  was  duly  adopted  : — 

*i  Recommending  that  Section  17  of  the  Code  be  not  changed,  but 
remain  in  full  force  and  effect,  and  the  Grand  Representative 
system  restored." 

A  number  of  the  Grand  Representatives  present  were 
requested  to  speak  on  behalf  of  their  respective  Jurisdic- 
tions. Quebec's  Representative  was  promptly  on  deck 
and  responded  to  the  invitation.  The  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Fletcher's  antipathy  to  the  Representative  system 
last  year  was  evidently  caused  by  the  delusion  that 
because  Iowa's  Commissions  terminated  at  a  certain  date 
every  other  Jurisdiction  must  do  the  same.  He  had 
modestly  appointed  himself  Grand  Representative  of 
Quebec  without  consulting  Quebec,  and  had  his  name 
printed  in  his  Grand  Chapter  Reports  as  such.  He  felt 
aggrieved  at  not  receiving  a  diploma,  which  had  been 
told  him  was 

"  A  very  fine  one,  a  fit  souvenir,  printed  in  colors, 
"  scarlet  and  gold— nice — " 

The  reception  of  Iowa's  proceedings  last  year  was  the 
first  intimation  had  of  the  Excellent  Companion's  grievance 
and  Quebec  at  once  respectfully  pointed  out  her  un- 
willingness to  withdraw  a  commission  from  an  attentive 
and  worthy  Representative  without  good  cause  being 
advanced.  Comp.  Fletcher  evidently  did  not  understand 
that  the  power  that  Commissions  is  the  only  one  that 
can    withdraw  and  re-appoint,  and    that  to  withdraw  a 
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Commission  without  cause  is  a  somewhat  delicate 
action. 

Grand  Chapter  was  requested  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Iowa  to  pass  a  law  that  no  one  be  continued  in 
membership  in  any  Chapter  in  its  Jurisdiction  who  is 
not  in  ^ood  and  regular  standing  in  some  blue  Lodge. 
The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  declined  to  advise 
the  passing  of  a  law  that  would  prevent  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  in  good  standing  from  taking  his  demit  from 
his  Lodge,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  approved  of  the 
same.  We  would  remark  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
went  considerably  out  of  her  way,  to  say  the  least 
with  this  request.  Eighty-five  pages  are  devoted  to 
the  Correspondence  Report  which  is  again  prepared 
by  Comp.  Thos.  R.  Ercanbrack,  and  as  usual  it  is  face- 
tious and  epigrammatic.  It  sounds  at  times  somewhat 
sarcastic,  but  is  freely  interspersed  with  poetical  quota- 
tions. He  makes,  however,  an  extremely  interesting 
Report,  and  wish  we  had  space  to  cull  some  of  his 
pithy  remarks.  He  is  adverse  to  the  Representative 
system  and  appears  to  be  delighted  that  his  Grand 
Chapter  had  apparently  abolished  it,  but  "  the  best  laid 
plans  o*  mice  and  men  gang  aft  agley,"  and  Iowa  has 
returned  to  her  first  love. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  fraternally  noticed.  We  regret 
exceedingly  that  our  worthy  Companion  should  have 
apparently  suffered  in  mind  through  Quebec's  member- 
ship. It  is  extremely  sad  to  think  that  Quebec's  **  slowly 
diminishing  numbers"  for  1893  should  have  caused  him 
*'/<«>/,"  but  we  rejoice  to  think  that  even  one  distant  Com- 
panion had  such  a  corner  in  his  heart  and  affections  for 
Quebec  as  to  have  him  evince  such  solicitude  as  to  say 
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''that  he  has  heretofore  manifested  much  anxiety  not  only 
concerning  the  future  welfare  of  the  Royal  Arch  institu- 
tion of  the  Royal  Piovince  of  Quebec,  but  even  for  its  very 
existence."  But  Quebec's  increasing  membership  as  re- 
ported for  1894  has  "  restored  his  soul/'  and  he  remarks 
that 

The  small  but  spirited  royal  band  show  comniendable  ambition 
and  zeal. 

So  they  do,  Companion,  considering  a  very  large  church 
and  four-fifths  of  the  population  in  this  Province  decidedly 
hostile   and   adverse  to  our  order. 

We  sincerely  trust  the  future  progress  and  numerical 
strength  of  Quebec  will  be  such  as  to  not  cause  so  much 
anxiety  to  our  worthy  friend  and  Companion  of  the 
"  Hawkeye  "  State. 

Comp.  Ercanbrack  compliments  Comp,  Chambers  upon 
his  report,  he  says : 

When  it  is  oars  to  go  hence,  O  that  we  might  read  Companion 
Chambers'  kindly  mention  of  us  by  celestial  light.  His  heart  is 
sincere  and  his  touch  exquisite. 

With  reference  to  ourselves,  Companion  — 

"  We  dare  do  all  that  dotli  become  a  man, 
•  Who  dare  do  more  ?  " 

US  Chapters.     Membership,  6.937.     Increase,  82. 

Amos  N.  Allerson,  Washington,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Alfred  Wingate,  Des  Moines,      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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Twenty-ninth  Annual   Convocation,   Feb.    19th,   1894. 

Held  at  Topeka,  M.  E.  Comp.  B.  G.  Brown,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  66  Chapters  represented  out  of 
78.     Qucbec*s  representative  not  reported  present. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  is  a  deeply  thought  out 
and  interesting  one.  We  have  read  it  with  consider- 
able attention,  and  wish  we  had  the  space  to  cull  many 
of  his  remarks  at  length.  Due. tribute  is  offered  to  the 
fraternal  dead.  The  memory  of  their  late  deeply  lamented 
Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  J.  H.  Brown,  is  lovingly  re- 
membered. He  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter^ 
and  reports  no  special  ones  given  during  the  year. 

He  had  a  question  submitted  to  him  as  to  whether  a 
Mason  could  be  a  **  humanitarian,*'  and  replied  that  it 
was  one  more  of  a  definition  of  Philology  than  Masonic 
law.     In  his  reply  he  remarks  : 

This  practice  of  raising  buch  questions  I  cinnot  personally 
commend.  Masonry  is  too  broad,  too  liberal  to  be  confined  by  the 
narrow  limits  of  any  creed  that  may  be  expressed  in  the  language 
of  man.  One  who  accepts  the  fact  that  this  existence  is  more  than 
the  effect  of  a  cause,  necessarily  recognizes  the  existence  of  a  jxiwer 
supreme,  and  above  that  which  man  exerts. 

The  structure  of  the  Masonic  system  is  such  that  we  can  only 
exacl  an  affirmation  that  our  candidate  believes  in  the  existence  of 
God,  which  means  the  ever-present,  all-powerful  force,  from  which 
we  derived  our  being,  and  to  which  all  nature  owes  its  existence. 

He  gives  a  grave  disquisition  on  a  Mason*s  duty  : 

A  prominent  and  distinguished  Mason  once  made  the  remark 
that  the  literature  of  our  order  was  remarkable  for  its  platitudes. 
This  perhaps  was  not  a  correct  use  of  the  word  in  point  of  its  <lefini- 
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tion,  but  the  idea  sought  to  be  conveyed  was  that  members  of  the 
Order  are  prone  to  express  noble  sentiments  in  the  glittering  garb 
of  brilliant  word  pictures,— sentiments  to  which,  in  action,  they  are 
strangers.  The  truth  of  this  remark  has  been  manifest  in  incidents 
which  have  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  during  the  past  year, — incidents  which  have  clearly  proven 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Craft  were  not  in  accord  with  the 
true  principles  which  underlie  our  great  Institution. 


Far  greater  the  criminal,  and  more  heinous  the  crime  where 
poisoned  mind  and  vicious  spirit  meets  out  living  death  to  a  fellow. 
The  purse  counts  not  though  it  be  filched  ;  reputation  is  that  whicli 
is  man's  greatest  capital ;  ill-rexx)rt  the  offspring  of  envy,  is  a  more 
tlesperate  weapon  than  sword  or  pistol,  and  when  envy  calls  forth 
its  low  bred  minions,  then  indeed  do  good  men  suffer.  A  wrong  once 
done,  not  e'en  eternity  can  efface,  and  so,  my  good  Companions, 
when  I  find  members  of  the  Royal  Craft  so  far  forgetting  the  very 
first  principles  of  the  Craft — the  grandest  institution  to  which  man 
ever  gave  support,  as  to  attack  the  good  name  of  a  fellow,  I  fail  to 
find  words  to  express,  not  alone  my  regret,  uut  my  supreme  con- 
tempt for  him  who  is  so  unworthy  of  the  title  of  Mason.  Too  often 
is  it  that  we  wait  for  generous  deeds  until  the  heart  our  kindness 
might  have  gladdened,  has  ceased  to  beat.  If  one,  who  has  taken 
upon  himself  the  solemn  ties  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  can  find  the 
most  infinitesimal  justification  for  insidiously  attacking  a  brother 
then  will  I  vacate  my  proposition  that  he  who  commits  a  crime  as 
measured  by  civil  laws  is  far  more  entitled  to  extenuation  than  he 
who  covertly  attacks  with  the  most  despicable  weapon  of  misrepre- 
sentation and  ill-report,  the  reputation  of  a  Companion. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  local. 

There  is  no  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  but  in 
its  place  we  find  : 

The  Grand  Secretary  regrets  to  say  to  the  Companions  of  the 
Royal  Craft  that  no  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  has  been 
furnished  him  or  deposited  in  his  ofiice,  consequently  none  is  pub- 
lished. 
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We  sincerely  trust  that  next  year  some  one  will  don 
the  mantle  of  the"  deeply  lamented  Comp.  Brown,  and  de- 
posit in  the  Secretary's  office  a  report. 

78  Chapters.     Membership,  4,947.     Net  increase,  248. 

Robert  E.  Nickles,  Salina,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 
Jacob  DeWitt,  Salina,      -      .       -       Grand  Secretary, 
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Annual  Convocation,    October    16th   and    17th,    1894. 

We  cannot  tell  what  numerical  meeting  this  is,  but 
notice  the  figures  1817,  which  we  presume  is  the  natal 
year  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  M.  E.  Comp.  William  P. 
Coons,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided,  with  12  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  present,  and  the  representatives  from  56 
Chapters  out  of  81. 

Comp.  J.  W.  Hopper,  Quebec's  representative,  was 
present,  and  was  during  the  session  elevated  to  the  office 
of  Grand  Scribe.     We  tender  congratulations. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  is  a  record  of  his  official 
acts.  Issued  a  number  of  dispensations,  7  of  them  to 
elect  and  instal  officers,  and  concurs  in  the  opinion  of  his 
predecessor  that  it  is  a  wise  provision  of  the  Constitution 
to  give  the  G.  H.  P.  authority  to  issue  dispensations,  as 
without  it  much  delay,  in  many  cases  permanent  injury 
would  result  to  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  while  its 
proper  exercise  can  only  result  in  their  good. 

He  evidently  considers  laws  should  be  broken  as  easily 
as  pie  crust.     Our   observation  has  been  that  a  better 
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attention  to  their  duties  by  both  officers  and  members  of 
the  Subordinates  would  obviate  much  of  this  difficulty, 
and  when  it  is  known  that  dispensations  cannot  be  easily 
procured,  Companions  find  they  must  attend  to  their 
duties  and  consequently  do  so. 

He  instituted  two  new  Chapters  by  proxy. 

The  proceedings  were  local,  but  we  observed  that  the 

Jurisprudence  Committee  brought  in  a   report,   and   in  it 

a  curious  resolution  for  a  Masonic  body  to  adopt,  viz., 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  the  motion  for  the  Previous  Question 
may  be  made  and  entertained  in  any  Subordinate  Chapter  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction. 

A  very  short  condensed  report  on  Correspondence  is 
submitted  by  Comp.  J.  W.  Staton,  covering  seven  pages. 
In  explanation  he  makes  the  following  : 

At  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  1893,  the  Fi- 
nance ('ommittee  recommended  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be 
retiuested  not  to  print  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Correspondence  in  1894.  With  this  recommendation  we  concluded 
that  it  was  useless  to  spend  so  much  valuable  time  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  such  a  report,  only  to  be  consigned  to  the  waste  basket,  or 
the  tender  mercies  of  the  flame.  But  desiring  to  be  within  the  bounds 
of  duty  and  of  the  law,  we  submitted  the  question  to  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  who,  after  giving  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee a  close  investigation,  decided  that  there  was  nothing  reliev- 
ing us  from  the  duty  of  writing  the  report,  and  then  Grand  Chapter 
could  exercise  its  own  judgment  as  to  whether  it  would  have  it 
printed  or  not  It  is  hard  to  write  a  condensed  report,  but  the 
finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  seem  to  demand  it,  and  yet  the  law 
is  positive  that  a  report  shall  be  prepared  each  year,  and  that  it  may 
be  long  or  short,  according  to  taste  of  the  writer.  I  have  done  the  best 
I  could  under  the  circumstances.  I  hope  the  finances  may  shape 
up  soon,  so  as  to  enable  the  Committee  to  present  something  better. 

So  say  we  all  of  us  ;  for  Comp.  Staton  writes  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  report. 
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Of  Comp.  Chambers,  he  says  : 

He  was  elevated  to  command  the  Royal  Hosts  of  Quebec.    Glad 
they  hit  him  so  hard. 

8 1  Chapters.     Membership,  2,908.     Net  increase,  79. 

James  D.  Lewis,  Bowling  Green,    -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville,     -     -      Grand  Secretary, 
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Forty-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  Feb.  14  &  15,  1894. 

Held  in  New  Orleans,  M.  E.  Comp.  G.  J.  Pinckard 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Eighteen  Chapters 
represented.     Quebec's  representative  not  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  business 
document.  He  issued  a  few  dispensations  and  constituted 
two  Chapters  by  proxy,  and  reported  prosperity  as  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  Jurisdiction.  Business  local.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  Grand  Secretary  procure  a  crayon 
portrait  of  such  past  Grand  High  Priests  whose  portraits  do 
not  now  adorn  the  Library  of  Grand  Lodge.  A  short 
Report  on  Correspondence  covering  27  pages  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings is  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  Herman  C.  Duncan. 
Under  Minnesota  we  find  the  following  : 

*'A  Companion  has  the  right  of  objection,  which  is  to  be  respected, 
at  any  time  previous  to  conferring  any  degree,  but  in  the  case  under 
review,  where  the  objection  related  to  the  validity  of  the  election, 
and  was  not  personal,  as  we  understand  it,  to  the  candidate,  it 
seems  to  us  that  it  came  too  late.  It  should  have  been  raised  when 
the  High  Priest  declared  the  ballot  fair,  and  before  the  gavel 
Bounded.  The  sound  of  the  gavel  closed  the  case,  so  far  as  the 
result  of  the  ballot  was  concerned."  * 
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Quebec  for  1893  is  reviewed.  He  questions  M.  E. 
Comp.  Nelson's  continuance  in  office  after  the  death  of 
the  G.  Z.  Elect,  owing  to,  his  election  as  Grand  Treasurer. 

If  Comp.  Johnson's  death  had  occurred  after  installa- 
tion, the  Grand  H.  would  have  administered  affairs 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  but  as  we  have  no  deputy 
in  our  system,  it  was  agreed  that  M.  E.  Comp.  Nelson 
should  hold  on  to  the  senior  office  "until  such  times  as  a 
successor  was  lawfully  elected  and  installed  in  his  stead/* 
Comp,  Nelson  had  been  re-elected  for  the  second 
term  (as  is  usual  with  us)  but  declined.  The  affairs 
of  Grand  Chapter  went  along  smoothly  and  satis- 
factorily under  this  arrangement,  nobody  suffered, 
no  vital  principle  hurt,  and  as  those  most  interested 
(ourselves)  were  satisfied.  What  then  ?  Our  worthy 
Companion  adds  to  his  remarks  that  he  has  no  thought 
of  implying  that  any  wrong  was  done.  Dear  me !  no,  we 
did  not  imagine  any  one  would  dream  of  such  a  thing. 
He  objects  to  the  Grand  Chaplain  being  called  Right 
Reverend  and  says  :  "  'Reverend,*  and  its  cognate  titles 
are  not  Masonic.**  We  agree  with  him.  Right  Reverend 
is  an  ecclesiastical  title,  and  the  Masonic  Chaplain  should 
be  designated  as  Right  Worshipful  Brother,  the  Rev, 
John  Jones  or  Right  Excellent  Companion,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Robinson.  He  places  the  formation  of  the  newly 
formed  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  in  a  clearer  light  than 
in  any  Report  we  have  yet  seen,  and  considers  from  all 
the  circumstances  that  it  has  been  irregularly  and  unlaw- 
fully organized  and  recommends  to  his  Grand  Chapter 
"that  no  recognition  be  accorded  until  such  time  as  it 
shall  have  become  the  representative  and  governing  body 
of  all  the  Chapters  in  the  Province,*' 
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Number    of    Chapters,     i8.     Membership,    867.     Net 
increase,  75. 

A.  C.  Allen,  Franklin,        -     *  -       Grand  High  Priest. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,     -     Grand  Secretery. 
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Sixty-ninth    Annual    Convocation,    May    ist,    1894. 

Held  in  Portland,  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  M.  Penley,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  50  Chapters  out  of  53  repre- 
sented. 

Thirteen  past  Grand  High  Priests  were  in  attendance 
and  among  them  we  find  Quebec*s  worthy  representative, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  M.  Hayes. 

The  Proceedings  are  embellished  with  two  handsomely 
executed  portraits  of  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  M.  Penley,  the 
retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  John  J. 
Bell,  deceased,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  past 
incumbents  of  the  Chair  of  both  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  The  Grand  High  Priest 
reports  that  in  spite  of  the  financial  depression,  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Maine  has  continued  to  flourish  and  shows  a 
steady  and  healthful  gain.  He  received  17  applications 
to  receive  and  ballot  in  shorter  time  than  allowed.  He 
granted  eight.  Four  Chapters  were  constituted  during 
the  year  and  a  number  of  visitations  made. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  the 
Dean  of  the  Guild,  Comp.  J.  H.  Drummond,  and  is  as 
usual  an  able  and  interesting  one.  He  could  not  prepare 
one  otherwise.  Among  other  remarks  on  the  Ritual  he 
has  the  following : 
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**  Ritualists  have  practically  changed  the  old  objects  of  the  ritual ; 
ill  their  zeal,  they  have  made  accuracy  in  rendering  the  ritual  the 
main  object,  and  thus  have  made,  what  M'as  intended  solely  as  a 
means  of  instruction,  to  be  th6  end  to  be  attained.  This  generation 
is  in  too  much  of  a  hurry  to  spend  time  in  learning  the  ritual  by 
repeated  oral  teachings,  even  though  the  object  of  the  ritual  is 
wholly  sacrificed  by  teaching  it  in  any  other  method." 

Comp.  Drummond  has  always  been  a  strong  opponeat 
of  the  '*  dependent  or  compulsory  membership  theory," 
and  says  : 

"  We  have  carefully  studied  the  statistics  of  the  Jurisdictions  in 
which  dex>endent  membership  exists,  and  our  conclusion  is  that  the 
claim  that  it  helps  the  Lodge  is  without  foundation  and  that  its 
practical  operation  is  to  diminish  the  membership  of  the  Chapters, 
without  increasing  or  aiding  in  any  degree  the  membership  of  the 
Lodge." 

Under  Iowa  he  has  this  to  say  regarding  Grand 
Representatives : 

"  His  great  trouble  was  that  he  could  find  nothing  lor  the  Repre- 
sentatives to  do ;  did  it  not  occur  to  him  that  nations  continue  to 
exchange  Representatives,  whose  duties  depend  entirely  upon 
contingencies,  which  may  notarise  ? 

'<  We  admit  that  Grand  Officers,  failing  to  appreciate  the  proprie- 
ties, have  largely  reversed  the  original  custom,  and  used  the  position 
to  gratify  sJme  personal  friend,  without  regard  to  his  qualifications, 
but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  system,  but  of  those  who  administered 
iu" 

The  following  expresses  our  ideas  exactly,  we  strongly 
object  to  so  much  Masonic  matter  being  published  in  the 
secular  press.  The  publication  of  Lodge  meetings, 
with  the  names  of  prominent  and  especially  would-be 
prominent  Brethren  who  were  present,  has  got  to  be  an 
intolerable  nuisance : 

*•  We  refer  to  this  in  order  to  repeat  what  we  have  before  written 
—that  the  publication  of  Masonic  action,  outside  of  the  ofAcial 
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channel,  is  becoming  a  serious  matter:  the  Masonic  and  secular 
press,  eager  for  news,  seem  to  be  pushing  their  reports  to  the  very 
verge  of  unlawfulness,  saying  nothing  of  propriety." 

We  have  always  objected  to  public  installations,  but 
principally  on  the  score  that  Freemasonry  does  not 
require  to  be  paraded  before  the  curious  and  profane.  It 
should  always  be  retiring,  and  as  has  been  said  :  *'its  good 
works  are  all  that  should  commend  it  to  the  attention  of 
the  world."  We,  however,  extract  the  following  from 
Comp.  Drummond*s  reply  to  Comp.  Africa  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  we  know  it  will  be  of  interest  to  some  of  our 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  : 

He  called  our  attention  (but  for  a  different  purpose)  to  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  first  American  edition  of  Preston,  published  in 
1804,  p.  170  : 

*'  The  necessity  of  fixing  the  original  constitutions,  as  i  he  standard 
by  which  all  future  laws  in  the  Society  are  to  be  regulated,  was  so 
clearly  understood  and  defined  by  the  whole  fraternity  at  this  timet 
that  it  was  established  as  an  unerring  rule,  at  every  installation 
public  9iVi^  private,  tor  many  years  afterwards,  to  make  the  Grand 
Master  and  Masters  and  Wardens  of  every  Lodge,  engage  to  support 
the  original  constitutions;  to  the  observance  of  which,  also,  every 
Mason  was  bound  at  his  initiation." 

We  have  not  been  able  personally  to  trace  this  back  in  former 
editions  of  Preston,  but  Comp.  Theo.  H.  Emmons  has  kindly  done 
so  for  us,  and  he  reports  that  he  finds  it  as  a  footnote  in  previous 
editions,  as  follows:  180l,  p.  177;  1796,  p.  104;  1791,  p.  1!07;  1788^ 
p.  215  ;  and  1781,  p.  274  ;  but  he  does  not  find  it  in  the  1775  edition. 
This  was  under  the  title,  "Masonic  Regulation,  i7l8  to  1721,''  and 
the  words  "at  this  time"  in  our  extract  refer  to  that  period. 

This  settles  beyond  cavil,  what  the  usage  and  law  of  the  old 
Grand  Lodge  were. 

Now  we  submit  to  Comp.  Africa,  whether  conceding  the  law  to  be 
as  be  says  it  in  Pennsylvania,  he  can  truly  say  that  public  installa- 
tions in  the  Jurisdictions  descended  from  the  old  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  which  have  followed  Anderson  and  Preston,  are  'in 
violation  of  an  ancient  landmaik." 
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If  they  are  a  violation  also  of  ''Masonic  obligation/'  he  must  go 
back  a  good  many  years  and  complain  of  the  fathers,  for  the  full 
ceremony,  as  given  in  public,  is  published  in  this  18('4  edition  of 
Preston,  and  its  earlier  publication  by  Webb  was  undoubtedly  from 
an  earlier  edition  of  Preston ;  and  more  than  that,  he  must  begin  at 
home,  for  the  Pennsylvania  Ahiman  Rezon  of  1825,  now  open  before 
us,  and  that  of  1894  also,  contains  in  good  large  type,  the  same  cere- 
monies as  are  used  at  public  installations. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  reviewed.  He  quotes  M.  E.  Comp. 
Chamber's  remarks  regarding  the  enlightenment  of 
Master  Mason  and  says  : 

"  We  agree ;  education  and  solicitation  are  as  far  apart  as  duty 
and  violation  of  duty." 

Of  Comp.  Chambers  he  remarks  : 

"  We  are  sorry  to  lose  him  from  this  work ;  in  addition  to  writing 
most  valuable  reports,  he  commanded  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
all  his  associates.  But  his  companions  have  called  him  to  the  head 
of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  they  were  wise ;  we  congratulate  him  upon 
receiving  an  honor  so  well  deserved." 

S3  Chapters.     Membership,  5528.     Increase,  297. 

Seward  S.  Stearns,  Norway,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Ninety-sixth   Annual    Convocation,  Dec.   nth,    1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Boston,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Gilman 
Waite,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  The  roll  call  was 
responded  to  by  sixty-seven  of  the  74  Chapters.  Que- 
bec's representative  was  not  present.  Quarterly  com- 
munications were  held  during  the  year  as  usual  but 
nothing    of    importance    transpired.     The     Proceedings 
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come  adorned  with  a  fine  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.    S.  B. 

Harrington.     The  address  of  the  Grand   High   Priest  is 

an  able  one.     He  has  this  to  say  of  attendance  and  duties 

of  officers  : 

**  The  ability  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  that  high  office,  not  only  produces  a  lasting  impression 
upon  the  mind  of  the  aspirant,  but  it  quickens  into  new  life  and 
activity  the  members  of  the  Chapter.  The  attendance  upon  Convo- 
cations may  almost  be  said  to  be  the  barometer  which  tests  the 
Masonic  atmosphere  of  that  Chapter,  and  signifies  to  its  officers  by 
no  uncertain  sign  whether  their  labors  are  approved,  or  not.  Do 
the  officers  of  your  Chapter  perform  their  duties  in  a  perfunctory 
manner  in  the  presence  of  vacant  seats?  Then  rest  assured  they 
have  not  mastered  the  truths  and  beauties  underlying  and  permeating 
through  and  through  the  Ritual  of  our  Sublime  Degrees.  If  this  be 
the  case,  it  should  be  their  first  and  only  care  to  become  masters 
in  truth  of  the  work  they  assume  to  perform.  »  *  «•  • 
Let  it,  therefore,  be  the  constant  care  of  every  High  Priest  to  sec 
that  his  'officers  are  capable  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
offices,'  made  so  by  frequent  inspection  of  their  work  and  correction 
of  their  errors,  for  thus,  and  onlv  thus,  will  our  high  standard  be 
maintained,  and  he  be  rewarded  with  the  applause,  'Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant." 

He  compliments  his  Grand  Chapter  and  says  : 

"All,  with  one  common  end  in  view,  have  striven  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  excellence  to  which  we  had  already  risen,  and  I  trust 
that  we  have  in  some  degree  attained  the  object  of  our  endeavors." 

Companion  Seranus  Bowen  presented  his  Fourth 
Annual  Report  on  Correspondence.  44  Jurisdictions 
reviewed. 

In  replying  to  Comp.  Foster  of  Colorado,  on  depend- 
ant or  compulsory  membership,  who  had  remarked  that 
a  man  who  had  married  a  new  wife  should  not  refuse  to 
support  his  mother,  he  says  : 

"That  is  very  true,  but  who  ever  heard  of  making  laws  compelling 
the  married  man  to  support  his  mother.  We  believe  as  fully  as 
Companion  Foster  in  supporting  the  Blue  Lodge  as  the  cornerstone 
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and  foundation  of  all  Freemasonry.  But  it  is  amply  able  to  make 
its  own  laws  and  take  care  of  itself.  Our  observation  leads  us  to 
believe  that  the  men  who  support  and  maintain  the  Chapter  are  the 
very  men  who  support  and  maintain  the  Lodge.  The  tendency  is 
to  a  useless  and  cumbersome  legislation/' 

He  strongly  objects  to  the  admission  into  or    near  the 

Lodge  room  of  persons   not   Masons  for  the  purpose  of 

music,  and  says  : 

"  We  think  the  admission  of  persons,  not  Masons,  whether  behind 
a  curtain  or  not,  is  a  pernicious  innovation  that  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

'*  If  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  any  Chapter  have  got  to  the  x>oint 
at  which  they  cenwioi properly  and  effectively  render  the  Chapter  work, 
it  is  time  for  them  to  surrender  their  Charter  and  devote  tlieir 
energies  to  some  of  the  many  Orders  in  which  ladies  are  lawfully 
admitted  to  the  work. 

**No  conferrinjr  of  Masonic  Degrees  can  ever  be  legally  done 
except  in  a  place  that  is  'securely  tiled/  and  if  the  mere  dropping  of 
a  curtain  between  those  who  aie  not  and  cannot  be  Masons  and  the 
actual  working  of  the  degrees  is  '*  secure"  tiling,  we  have  been 
mistaken  in  the  meaning  of  the  term. 

•*  Mackey  says :  *  The  necessity  that  every  Lodge,  when  congre- 
gated, should  be  tiled,  is  an  important  landmark  of  the  Institution 
which  is  never  neglected."  (See  Encyclopedia  of  Freemason? y, 
page  441.)" 

And  in  reply  to  Comp.  Long  of  Indiana  : 

"Companion  Long  is  very  pronounced  in  his  opinions  in  favor  of 
physical  perfection  being  required  of  Chapter  candidates,  while  we 
believe  that  a  man  who  is  a  Mason  in  good  standing  and  can  in  any 
way  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  ritual  should  be  welcomed 
to  our  ranks.  We  note  that  he  is  favorable  to  the  introduction  of 
ladies  to  sing  in  the  work  of  the  Chapter  Degrees,  but  is  shocked  if 
a  man  is  admitted  who  has  an  artificial  leg.  Better  leave  out  the 
ladies  and  admit  the  man." 

Quebec  for  1894  is  reviewed, 

74  Chapters.     Membership,  13,304.     Increase,  550. 
J.  GlLMAN  Waite,  Medford,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
Seranus  Bow'EN,  Boston,        -        -        Grand  Secretary. 
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Ninety-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  Nov.  13th.   1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore.  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  E.  Ar- 
nold, Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Among  the  nine  Past 
G.  H.  Priests  attending  we  notice  Quebec's  representative, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  F.  Achey.  16  Chapters  represented. 
The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  business 
document.  He  reminds  the  Companions  that  in  less 
than  three  years  they  would  be  called  upon  to  celebrate 
their  Centennial  and  suggested  a  Committee  to  commence 
preparations.     Business  of  the  Session  local. 

Comp.  E.  T.  Schultze,  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  Guild, 

again  presents  his   Report   on    Correspondence   for   the 

Nineteenth  time.     Quebec  is  fraternally    reviewed.     He 

congratulates    Comp.    Chambers  **upon  his  call  to  go  up 

higher,"   although   regretting   his   loss   from  the   roll  of 

Correspondence   reporters.     We  do  not  know  where  our 

good    Companion   procured    the    following  information. 

We  regret  extremely  that  it  is  not  a   fact.     We   should 

have   been    delighted    if    M.    E.    Comp.    Noyes    could 

have  been  persuaded  to  accept  the  task  : 

**  We  are  somewhat  consoled,  however,  for  the  loss  of  i'ompanion 
Cbambers  in  the  appointment  of  our  old  acquaintance.  Past  Grand 
Z.S  Companion  John  P.  Noyes,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence." 

We  cull  from  Comp.  Schultze's  excellent  Report  the 
following  remarks  on  decisions  and  ponderous  codes  of 
By-laws.  There  is  much  truth  in  what  he  writes  on  this 
subject : 

•*  We  have  more  than  once  stated  in  these  reports  tliat  we  have 
found  the  muat  numerous  decisions  reported  by  presiding  officers  in 
those  Jurisdictions  which  have  the  most  voluminous  codes  of  law, 
and  the  reasons  therefor  are  quite  easy  of  explanation. 
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"  In  tbe  degire  to  frame  laws  tbat  will  fit  eTery  imaginable  case 
that  can  possibly  arise,  a  ponderous  code  of  laws  is  prodoced,  with 
which  but  few  otficers  in  these  days  of  rapid  promotion  and  #«^  term 
office  have  either  the  time  or  tlie  inclination  to  familiarize  them- 
selves. 

**  Even  an  officer  who  may  have  searched  the  co<le  diligently  for 
the  law  applicable  to  a  case  in  hand,  often  finds  what,  at  least  seems 
to  him,  a  conflict  in  the  law  upon  tbe  subject,  and  as  a  last  resort 
applies  to  the  Grand  Master  or  Grand  High  Priest  for  a  solution  of 
the  difficulty. 

••  Now,  if  our  Grand  Lodges  would  simply  publish  the  General 
Regulations  of  the  Fraternity,  which  are  few  and  simple,  but  which 
all  a^lmit  are  the  fundamental  laws  governing  the  Fraternity,  then 
let  the  Brother  who  aspires  to  be  'a  Master  in  the  art,'  be  informed 
that  in  order  that  he  may  become  such  be  must  study  these  funda- 
mental laws,  as  well  as  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  usages  and 
customs  that  tiave  been  derived  therefrom,  our  Grand  Masters  and 
(irand  High  Priests  would  seldom  \ye  called  upon  for  decisions." 

Comp.  Schultze  has  always  fought  the  enforced  mem- 
bership idea  and  in  reply  to  Comp.  Levoy  of  South 
Dakota,  says  : 

'Tom))anion  I^voy  is  a  believer  in  the  'dependent  membership' 
doctrine,  refening  to  which  subject  hesays,  'voluntary  non-affiliation 
in  a  J^Hlge  by  a  Companion  is  a  Masonic  otfence.'  Then  we  say,  if 
so,  prefer  charges  and  give  the  Companion  a  tritll,  as  you  would  for 
the  commission  of  other  Masonic  oflences. 

"  We  have  more  than  once  stated  that  the  wilful  and  persistent 
rein  sal  to  pay  Lodge  or  Chapter  dues  by  one  perfectly  able  to  do  so 
it  a  Masonic  offence^  and  may  be  so  held  and  treated.  But  we  object 
in  toto  to  a  deprival  ol  Masonic  rights  for  any  cause  whatever  withont 
trial." 

To  declare  a  Mason  deprived  of  all  Masonic  rights, 
without  due  trial,  is  contrary  to  all  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  "this  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity." 

17  Chapters.     Membership,  1,582.     Increase,  70. 


Edward  R.  Trippk,  Easton, 
George  L.  McCahaN.  Baltimore, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand   Secretary. 


MICHIGAN. 
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Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,   January    i6th,   1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Saginaw,  M.  E.  Comp.  C.  R.  Bagg, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  with  representatives  present 
from  124  Subordinate  Chapters,  (as  near  as  we  could 
figure  out.)  The  Proceedings  are  prefaced  with  a  minute 
of  the  special  Convocation  held  August,  1893,  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  their  much  lamented  and  beloved  Grand 
Secretary,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  P.  Innes. 
who  now  peacefully 

"  Sleeps  the  sleep  that  knows  not  breaking, 
Morn  of  toil  nor  night  of  waking/' 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a 
lengthy  one,  10  pages  of  which  is  devoted  to  Necrology. 
Quebec's  beloved  dead  for  1893  being  duly  recorded 
therein.  He  reports  one  Chapter  constituted  and  one 
restored.  Granted  three  dispensations  for  new  Chapters, 
One  of  which,  King  Cyrus,  at  Detroit,  was  issued  on  the 
petition  of  149,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Detroit  has  always  been  prolific  soil  for  Masonry,  ever 
since  Zion  Lodge  procured  a  Charter  from  the  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  "  Ancients  "  of  Lower  Canada,  (Quebec),  in 
1794,  H.  R.  H.  Prince  Edward,  Duke  of  Kent,  father 
of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  being 
then  Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  stated  that  Munroe 
Chapter  exalted  99  Companions  in  one  year  and  36  in 
one  day.  The  highest  record  previous  to  this,  he  says, 
was  33,  and  so  Munroe  stands  as  champion  of  the  world 
in  this  respect.     Peninsular  Chapter  exalted  126  during 
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the  year,  the  greatest  record  previously  being    no   in  a 
year  in  any  Chapter  in  the  world. 

We  trust  these  records  will  not  be  broken.     We  must 
confess  we  do  not  lean  towards  wholesale  initiations. 

I  Comp.  J.  S.  Conover,  the  Grand  Secretary,  writes  the 
Report  on  Correspondence  in  the  place  of  the  late  W.  P. 
Innes,  He  gives  a  good  account  of  the  doings  of  each 
Grand  Jurisdiction.  Quebec  for  1893  is  reviewed.  He 
tenders  sincere  sympathy  for  the  great  loss  sustained  in 
the  death  of  our  two  principal  officers  of  that  year. 

We  accept  and  appreciate  the  kind  words  written, 

i      Comp.  Chamber's  Report  is  generously  quoted  from. 

jS      Number  of  Chapters,   124.     Membership,   10,968.     In- 
:  crease,  723. 

|.  J  AS.  H.  Cummins,  Holly,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 

«j  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Coldwater,  -  Grand  Secretary. 

i  
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Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation,  October  9th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  St.  Paul,  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  P. 
Jewett,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  53  Subordinate 
Chapters  represented.  Quebec's  representative,  M.  E. 
Comp.  W.  J.  Hahn,  was  not  reported  present,  but  in  lieu 
we  find  a  fine  engraving  of  the  excellent  Companion  in 
the  Proceedings,  as  also  one  of  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  P.  Jewett. 
The  address,  after  paying  due  respect  to  the  fraternal 
dead,  reports  four  new  Chapters  constituted  and  one 
dispensation  issued.     He  paid  a  number  of  official  visits 
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and  refused  a  number  of  requests  for  dispensations  to 
receive  and  act  upon  petitions  and  confer  degrees  all  on 
the  same  evening.  The  business  of  the  Convocation  was 
local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp.  Thomas 
Montgomery,  who  reviews  for  the  fifth  time.  In  his 
preface  he  says  : 

**  No  new  question  has  been  up  for  discusdion,  and  on  old  ques- 
tions of  law  and  usage  the  best  writers  are  no  nearer  agreeing  than 
before.  Each  Jurisdiction  is  a  law  unto  itself,  but  gradually,  by 
interchange  of  thought,  we  think  they  are  beginning  to  see  and  act 
more  nearly  alike. 

He  gives  a  very  readable  review  of  the  doings  of  the 
several  Grand  Jurisdictions.  Quebec  for  1894  receiving 
due  attention.  In  reply  to  Comp.  Levoy  of  South 
Dakota,  he  says  : 

"  He  holds  that  an  unaffiliated  Master  can  have  no  standing  in 
his  chapter  and  no  right  to  be  dimitted  therefrom.  As  membership 
in  all  Masonic  bodias  is  voluntary,  what  is  to  hinder  any  Royal 
Arch  Mason  from  withdrawing  from  his  chapter  'if  he  is  clear  on 
the  books  and  not  under  charges.  The  dimit  is  simply  a  certificate 
ofthe  fact  that  all  dues  are  paid  and  that  he  has  withdrawn  his 
membership,  and  such  certificate  cannot  lawfully  be  withheld. 
While  we  believe  that  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  Knights  Templar 
should  keep  up  their  membership  in  the  blue  lodge,  we  do  not  agree 
with  those  who  hold  that  non-affiliation  in  the  Lodge  is  a  Masonic 
crime. 

Quite  so.  Compulsion  is  a  comparatively  new  idea  in 
Freemasonry,  something  our  forefathers  did  not  even 
dream  of,  but  then  the  "  mighty  dollar "  was  not  so 
much  in  evidence  in  those  days.  Expensive  organiza- 
tion, Masonic  Temples  and  other  ''fin  de  siecle''  requisites 
were  not  so  much  the  desiderata  or  the  great  object  of  the 
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Fraternity  in  the  days  gone  by.  Fraternal,  not  monetary 
considerations  were  the  lines  upon  which  the  Craft  was 
founded  and  operated. 

58  Chapters.     Membership,  4,498.     Increase,  95. 

Frank  B.  Fobes,  Albert  Lea,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 

T.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,       -        -      Grand  Secretary. 
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Forty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  February  14th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Holly  Springs,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  K. 
McLeod,  Grand  High  Priest  presiding.  Thirty-eight 
Chapters  represented  during  the  Session.  No  record  of 
Grand  Representatives  being  present,  Quebec's  Com- 
missioner does  not  appear  to  have  attended  this 
Convocation.  The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is 
quite  brief.  Issued  five  dispensations  and  refused  to 
grant  other  five.  One  Chapter  was  constituted.  This 
was  all  of  his  official  acts  that  he  "deemed  of  sufficient 
importance"  to  bring  to  their  notice  and  says  **from  them 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  duties  have  not  been  onerous." 

The  Committee  on  Capitular  law  reported  that  it  did 
not  require  previous  service  as  King  or  Scribe  to  qualify 
for  the  position  of  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter,  and  in  their 
opinion  the  only  qualifications  should  be  knowledge  of 
the  Ritual  and  the  faculty  of  presiding.  Alas !  how 
few  possess  the  latter  qualification. 

Eleven  members  of  a  defunct  Chapter  petitioned  for 
the  restoration  of  their  former  Charter,  a  Committee 
brought  in  a  recommendation  to  that  efTect,  but  Grand 
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Chapter  refused,  as  it  had  been  decided  that  a  Charter 
once  formally  surrendered  to  or  declared  forfeited  by 
Grand  Chapter  could  not  be  revived.  A  new  Charter 
with  a  new  number  was  however  granted  on  payment  of 
a  nominal  sum  of  one  dollar  as  a  Charter  fee. 

Comp.  P.  M,  Savery  submits  another  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence and  fraternally  solicits  inspection  thereof. 
He  remarks  "  we  have  had  to  squeeze  all  the  juice  out  of 
our?  to  make  it  brief  enough,"  We  sympathize,  and  having 
inspected,  find  it  sound,  sapid  and  savory,  if  anything  a 
little  short,  and  summary  but  succinct  With  reference 
to  the  Ritual  he  says : 

"  The  writer  in  his  Masonic  life  of  a  little  over  quarter  of  a  century 
baa  devoted  much  time  to  study  of  the  ritual,  but,  as  'tis  changed 
almost  every  ten  years,  he  is  getting  too  old  to  commence  anew, 
especially  when  the  new  or  adopted  work  shows  no  improvement 
on  the  old.  The  trouble  in  Mississippi  with  some  of  the  Com- 
panions is  they  know  not  the  adopted  work  or  any  other  and  wouldnot 
if  they  could:' 

Not  only  in  Mississippi,  Comp.  Savery,  are  these  parties 
to  be  found.  Any  Ritual  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
understand  the  essentials  and  the  great  symbolical 
lessons  can  be  made  bright,  interesting  and  instructive. 

Under  Virginia  he  further  says  : 

"  Life  is  too  short  for  everybody  to  be  an  expert  ritualist,  tberefore 
leatn  the  essentials.  Learn  them  orally.  Let  the  embellishments 
alone  until  you  get  a  foundation,  then  learn  all  you  possibly  can  of 
of  the  rest." 

Quebec  for  1893  is  fraternally  noticed.  He  thinks 
Comp.  Chamber's  substituted  Report  was  refined  by  the 
fire  and  more  of  the  "kernel  of  the  nut"  produced  thereby. 

40  Chapters.     Membership,  1.337.     Decrease,  14. 
William  Starling.  Greenville,    -    Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  L.  Power,  Jackson.         -         •         Grand    Secretary, 
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MISSOURI. 

Forty-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  April  26th,   1894. 

Convened  in  Kansas  City,  M.  E.  Comp.  Allan  Mc- 
Dowell, (whose  fine  photo  illumines  the  Proceedings,) 
presiding.  86  Subordinates  were  represented.  Thirteen 
past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present.  Among  the 
Grand  Representatives  present  we  can  find  no  trace  of 
Quebec's  Representative.  The  Grand  High  Priest 
reported  having  issued  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new 
Chapter  and  several  special  dispensations  to  allow  Chap- 
ters to  move  into  other  halls,  elect  officers,  etc.  Gave 
no  opinion  that  could  be  called  a  decision,  but  gave 
advice  and  suggestions  freely  which  had  been  acquiesced 
in.  Considerable  business  appears  to  have  been  transacted 
but  it  was  principally  local.  Hospital  and  Sanatorium 
and  the  Masonic  Home  receiving  much  attention.  A 
Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  funeral  service  for 
the  use  of  Subordinate  Chapters.  We  think  this  should 
be  left  entirely  to  the  Blue  Lodge.  No  higher  honor  can 
be  tendered  the  remains  of  a  deceased  Mason  than  to  be 
buried  as  a  Master  Mason.  The  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence i§  the  fifteenth  from  the  facile  pen  of  Comp.  Wm. 
H.  Mayo.  He  remarks  that  it  ''will  necessarily  differ" 
from  his  preceding  ones,  because  he  must  not  occupy  as 
much  space  as  heretofore,  and  says  "*To  use  good  judge- 
ment in  discriminating  what  to  select  and  comment  upon 
briefly  is  no  small  task." 

Quite  so,  Companion  Mayo,  and  in  our  humble  judge- 
ment you  discriminate  pleasantly  and  thoroughly.  Under 
Colorado  he  says : 


' 


MISSOURI.  55 

*'  If  there  is  a  Chapter  in  Missouri  which  would  suspend  a  Com- 
panion for  non-payment  of  dues,  who  is  willing  hut  unahle  to  pay, 
we  are  utterly  unahle  to  locate  it.  And  if  such  a  Chapter  could  he 
found,  we  would  say  :  'Arrest  its  Charter  at  once.  It  has  lived  too 
long,  since  it  has  outlived  the  exercise  of  Masonic  charity.' " 

We  do  not  question  our  good  Companion's  assertion, 
but  the  sins  of  omission  are  as  venal  as  the  sins  of 
commission.  Do  the  Lodges  at  all  times  take  good  and 
sufficient  means  to  find  out  the  exact  circumstances  of 
a  delinquent  Brother's  position.  Men  who  have  held 
their  heads  high  in  the  Fraternity  are  fain  to  acknowledge 
poverty  and  do  not  always  come  forward  and  confess 
their  unfortunate  position.  Oft  times  a  Brother  will  allow 
himself  to  be  suspended  rather  than  to  appear  before  his 
Lodge  in  what  he  feels  is  a  humiliating  position,  a  sup- 
pliant for  pecuniary  favors.     It  is  human  nature. 

Comp.  Mayo  believes  the  "Past  Masters'  Degree  was 
established  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  dignity  and  tone 
to  the  Capitular  System,"  (Italics  ours).  We  have  never 
visited  a  Chapter  in  Missouri,  but  in  many  of  the  other 
Jurisdictions  in  which  we  have  visited,  the  idea  had 
always  struck  us  as  the  reverse*  The  want  of  dignity 
was  the  most  conspicuous  thing  about  the  degree. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  pithy  remarks  we  would  like 
to  notice  in  this  Report  but  time  and  space  will  not  permit. 
Quebec  is  briefly  noticed. 

95  Chapters.     Membership,  6,377.     Increase,  112. 

Rev.  C*.  H.  Briggs,  Fayette,       -      Grand  High  Priest.  \ 

Wm.  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis,       -        -        Grand  Secretary,  f 
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MONTANA. 

Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  September  17th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Billings,  M.  E.  Comp.  P.  H. 
Poindexter,  G.  H.  P.  presiding.  Eleven  chartered  Chap- 
ters were  represented  and  one  U.  D.  Montana  has 
passed  a  resolution  abolishing  Grand  Representatives,  but 
we  notice  in  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  that  this 
resolution  did  not  apply  to  foreign  jurisdictions,  but  only 
to  those  with  whom  they  were  associated  in  General  Grand 
Chapter.  On  looking  over  the  few  remaining  represen- 
tatives, w^e  find  Quebec's  representative  as  hailing  from 
Canada,  also  on  the  list  Comp.  Taylor  of  Waterloo,  P.  Q., 
as  from  Canada.  We  suppose  this  is  merely  a  lapsus 
calami  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  which  will,  no  doubt,  be 
corrected  in  the  next  proceedings.  However,  we  note 
that  Comp.  J.  J.  Hindson,  who  holds  a  commission  from 
"  Quebec  "  was  present,  and  during  the  session  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  Deputy  G.  H.  P.  We  offer  congratulations. 
The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  was  very  short,  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  burdened  with  office  cares  ;  made 
several  visits  and  but  few  questions,  (and  those  of  minor 
importance,)  were  submitted  for  his  decision.  Business  of 
the  session  purely  local  and  routine.  Comp.  Cornelius 
Hedges,  the  Grand  Secretary,  is  also  the  Correspondence 
reporter.  He  makes  few  quotations  or  excerpts,  but 
writes  an  extremely  interesting  review  of  the  doings  and 
sayings  of  every  jurisdiction,  which  we  read  with  pleasure. 

Regarding  the   new  Grand  Chapter  of  "  Victoria,"  he 

makes  the  following  sensible  remark  : — 

We  think  those  of  our  Grand  Chapters  that  are  recognizing  the 
home  Grand  Chapter  in  this  Australian  province  had  better  go  a 
little  slow  anfl  find  out  why  it  is  that  they  will  not  admit  to  fellow- 
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ship  the  Chapters  cbartered  from  Canada.  It  would  be  better  for 
all  concerned  to  have  all  united  in  one  home  Grand  Chapter,  and 
what  little  influence  we  have  will  be  thrown  that  way. 

Things  that  have  the  same  name  are  not  always  alike.  Canadian 
Koyal  Arch  Masonry  resembles  ours  much  more  than  the  British. 
The  recognition  of  anything  really  foreign  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
we  are  in  favor  of  leaving  entirely  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

With  reference  to  substitutes  he  has  the  following: — 

We  must  say  in  reference  to  the  use  of  substitutes  that  it  seems 
a  very  small  matter  by  the  side  of  using  printed  rituals,  which  we 
have  accept  d  in  accord  with  the  logic  of  necessity.  If  we  can 
swallow  a  saw-mill  we  need  not  strain  at  a  gate. 

Quebec  for  1893  and  1894  is  reviewed.  All  right 
Comp.  Hedges,  your  kindly  acknowledgement  for 
*•  Graham's  History  '*  was  among  those  who  thought  it 
worth  the  courtesy  of  a  reply. 

Comp.  Hedges  compliments  Comp.  Chambers  on  his 
reports  and  his  elevation  to  the  Chair  of  Grand  Chapter. 
We  make  our  best  courtesy  for  our  "  Most  Excellent '' 
in  acknowledgement  of  the  kind  words  written  regarding 
him. 

12  Chapters.     Membership,  637.     Increase,  17. 
Ike  W.  Baker,  Livingston,         -         Grand  High  Priest 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena.  -        -      Grand  Secretary 
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Twenty-eighth  Annual  Convocation,  December  12, 
1894. 

Convened  in  Omaha,  with  M.  E.  Comp.  Albert  W. 
Crites,   G.  H.   Priest,  presiding.     Thirty-five  out   of  the 
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fifty-two  subordinates  were  present.  We  do  not  find 
Quebec's  representative  as  present  at  this  Convocation, 
and  we  also  note  that  Nebraska's  former  representative 
is  still  kept  on  the  roll  although  he  removed  from  the 
Province  of  Quebec  in  1893  and  Nebraska  was  duly 
notified. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  quite  lengthy, 
but  we,  in  our  humble  opinion,  think  the  long  list  of  the 
dead  of  their  ovm  jurisdiction  might  be  left  for  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  report  on.  We  hold  that  it  is  statistical  and 
not  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  G.  H.  P.  to  report  upon, 
unless  any  of  the  Companions  had  rendered  important 
service  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Long  details  of  obituary 
should  be  attended  to  by  Committee.  He  reported  con- 
stituting one  Chapter,  and  declined  issuing  a  dispensation 
to  create  a  new  one,  remarking  "  the  material  accessible 
at  that  point  being  limited  in  quantit}^  and  insufficient  to 
maintain  a  charter." — There  is  much  wisdom  in  such 
action — A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  to  elect 
and  install  officers  out  of  date. 

He  made  a  number  of  decisions,  among  them  the 
following : — 

5.  A  non-affiliated  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  not  to  be  considered  as 
a  suspended  Mason  until  he  has  been  actually  suspended  as  the 
result  of  charges,  notice  and  trial.  He  may,  however,  be  denied 
the  right  to  visit  and,  perhaps,  other  rights,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
High  Priest,  or  of  the  chapter,  and  without  a  trial.  He  is  not  ipso 
facto  in  bad  standing,  because  his  demit  is  older  than  it  ought  to  be. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  whom  was  referred 
this  portion  of  the  address,  struck  out  all  after  the  words 
"  right  to  visit/'  in  the  fourth  line  and  added  "  according 
to  par.  5,  sec.  112,  of  the   laws   of  R.  A.    Masonry   in 
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Nebraska*  Not  having  their  laws  we  do  not  know  how 
this  decision  now  ends,  but  supposing  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Nebraska  made  the  same  ruling  substituting  "  a  non- 
affiliated Master  Mason,  etc.,  etc.,  in  what  position  does 
the  dependent  membership  stand  ?  As  we  understand  it, 
the  dependent  membership  law  declares  a  non-affiliated 
Master  Masons  if  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  bad 
standing,  but  according  to  this  decision  a  non-affiliated 
Royal  Arch  Mason  is  not  in  bad  standing.  Strange, 
very,  for  a  compulsory  Jurisdiction. 

Comp.  C.  J.  Phelps  carefully  reviews  the  doings  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  122  pages  of  the  proceedings.  He 
advances  the  claims  of  Grand  Secretary  Bowen  as  the 
apostle  of  the  doctrine  of  *'  dependent,"  or.  as  we  call  it, 
compulsory  membership. 

Under  Arizona,  Comp.  Phelps  quotes,  "It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  to  make  innovations 
in  the  body  of  Masonry."  Well !  we  had  commenced  to 
think  this  venerable  clause  had  been  quite  foi^otten,  or 
struck  from  the  "  Ancient  Charges,"  and  am  glad  Comp. 
Phelps  brings  it  to  light  so  that  it  may  occasionally  catch 
the  eye  of  iconoclastic  brethren. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  duly  reviewed,  and  Comp.  Cham- 
bers* remarks  on  "  Master  Masons  seeking  further  light," 
are  quoted  in  full. 

52  Chapters.     Membership,  2,991.     Net  increase,  86. 

Frank  E.  Bullard,  North  Platte,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,      -       -   Grand  Secretary 
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We  are  in  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  our  sister  Cana- 
dian Grand  Chapter,  "down  by  the  sea,"  from  1888  (the 
year  of  its  inception)  to  1893,  inclusive,  bound  in  one  neat 
volume  and  published  in  1894.  Most  Ex.  Com  p.  B.  Les- 
ter Peters,  the  first  presiding  officer,  was  annually  re- 
elected Grand  First  Principal  Z  until  1891,  when  the 
nomenclature  of  the  officers  was  altered  in  their  new 
constitution  to  correspond  with  the  American  system,  and 
the  Grand  Z.  became  Grand  High  Priest.  There  are  no 
reasons  advanced  for  the  change.  M.  E.  Comp.  Peters 
presided  over  the  Fifth  Annual  Convocation  in  April, 
1892,  but  declined  re-election,  and  the  Grand  Secretary, 
T.  Nisbet  Robertson,  was  elected  and  installed  in  his  stead. 
He  (Robertson)  presided  over  the  sixth  Convocation  1893, 
and  was  re-elected,  but  during  the  year  was  called  to  the 
life  beyond.  The  Seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  held 
29th  August,  1894,  R,  E.  Comp.  Edward  Tweed ie,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Seven  subordinates  were 
represented  ;  Quebec's  representative  not  present.  A  short 
business  address  was  given  by  the  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  purely  routine,  no  report 
on  Correspondence. 

7  Chapters.     Membership,  401.     Increase,  6. 

John  V.  Ellis,  Saint  John,         -         Grand   High  Priest 

Wm.  A.  EwiNG,  Saint  John,    -         -        Grand  Secretary 
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Seventy- Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  May  15th,  1894. 

Convened  in  the  city  of  Concord,  M,  E.  Comp.  W.  H. 
W.  Hinds,  G.  H.  Priest,  presiding.  Fifteen  subordinates 
answered  to  the  Roll  Call  out  of  twenty-two  chartered. 

Quebec's  respected  representative,  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
P.  Cleaves,  the  Grand  Secretary,  was  of  course  present. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  only  two  dispensations 
during  the  year,  gave  no  new  decisions  of  law,  and  owing 
to  ill-health  was  unable  to  pay  many  visits. 

He  paid  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  J.  J,  Bell,  who  died  during  the  year,  and  whose 
portrait  embellishes  the  pages  of  the  proceedings  as  it  did 
also  the  proceedings  of  Maine. 

Comp.  A.  S.  Wait  presents  as  usual  an  excellent  review 
of  the  Capitular  World.  He  gives  considerable  promi- 
nence to  the  question  of  suspension,  and  expulsion  as 
Masonic  death.  He  also  has  a  long  tilt  with  Comp. 
Drummond  of  Maine,  on  the  relation  of  the  formation  of 
Grand  Chapters,  and  their  relation  to  subordinate  Chap- 
ters and  General  Grand  Chapter  and  its  constituent 
Grand  Chapters.  The  subject  is  interesting  but  we  have 
not  the  time  to  comment.  In  his  argument  with  Comp. 
Drummond,  he  says : — 

As  an  argument  supporting  his  views  onr  Companion  says :  '*The 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  existed  under  a  charter  which 
gave  it  'absolute  supreme  power,'  except  upon  appeal  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England."  This  is  true,  but  what  does  it  prove  ?  It  proves 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  like  the  British  crown,  denied  to 
its  dependencies  those  very  liberties  which  it  recognized  as  the 
birthright  of  its  conetituencies  at  home.    While  the  fathers  in  our 
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revolution  fought  for  the  rights  of  British  subjects,  American  mason- 
ry was  asserting  for  American  Lodges  the  same  rights  that  British 
Lodges  at  home  enjoyed. 

We  are  afraid  our  Worthy  Companion  is  very  much  oflf 
in  this  assertion.  His  mere  assertion  that  "it proves'*  does 
not  prove  anything.  The  history  of  Colonial  Lodges  in 
relation  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  even  to  this 
day,  is  exactly  the  reverse.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land denied  no  liberties  to  its  colonial  subordinates,  but 
instead  allowed  them  so  much  liberty  and  gave  them  so 
little  care  and  attention  that  they  ever  conducted  their 
own  little  affairs  to  suit  their  own  sweet  will.  We  have 
never  before  heard  of  this  accusation  being  laid  against 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  on  the  contrary  the  charge 
has  always  been  that  England  was  so  very  lax  and 
evinced  so  little  concern  about  her  colonial  dependents 
that  even  answers  to  communications  could  not  be 
depended  upon  under  two  to  four  years.  Defunct  Lodges 
have  been  kept  on  the  roll  upwards  of  twenty  years  after 
their  demise,  which  should  show  of  itself  how  little  interest 
they  had  in  their  colonial  subordinates,  as  not  to  enquire 
why  no  returns  were  being  made.  Tis  the  first  time  we 
have  heard  that  early  American  Masonry  did  not  possess 
the  same  privileges  or  rights  possessed  by  English  Free- 
masonry. 

Quebec  for  1893  is  pleasantly  commented  upon  and 
"  heartfelt  sympathy "  extended  for  Quebec's  double 
bereavement.  We  appreciate  the  kindly  expression, 
very  much. 

23  Chapters.     Membership,  3,114.     Increase,  67. 
W.  H.  W.  Hinds,  Milford,  -         -         Grand  High  Priest 
Geo.  p.  Cleaves,  Concord,     -         -        Grand  Secretary 
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NEW   JERSEY. 

Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  May  9,  1894.     . 

Convened  in  the  rooms  of  Three-Times-Three  Chapter, 
No.  5,  Trenton,  M.  E.  Com  p.  Andrew  J.  Bale,  G.  H.  P., 
presiding.  Thirty  Chapters  were  represented  and  thir- 
teen Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present.  Quebec's 
representative,  New  Jersey's  efficient  Grand  Secretary, 
Comp.  Geo.  B.  Edwards,  was  likewise  on  hand. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  paying  due  respect  to  de- 
parted members  says : — 

The  never-wearying  reaper,  sleaning  as  he  passes  by,  has  stopped 
on  his  journey  and  gathered  in  his  harvesting  some  of  our  choicest 
sheaves.  Their  seats  are  vacant  and  their  lights  extinguished,  and 
to  us  is  left  but  a  sorrowing  memory  of  the  warmth  of  the  hand-clasp 
and  kindly  glance  of  the  eye  as  we  met  in  the  past. 

He  issued  some  half  a  dozen  dispensations  and  ren- 
dered no  official  decisions,  although  numerous  questions 
had  been  asked  him. 

The  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  in 
their  report  made  use  of  the  following  thoughtful  and 
ever  timely  remarks : — 

Your  committee  are  constrained  to  suggest,  among  other  generali- 
ties, that  rotation  in  office  may  be  wise  or  unwise,  depending  largely 
upon  the  fitness  and  ability  of  those  who  are  in  line  of  succession. 
Not  the  ability  to  do  justice  to  their  present  stations,  but  to  faith- 
fully, creditably,  and  intelligently  discharge  the  duties  devolving 
upon  them  in  the  higher  and  more  important  stations  they  may  in 
course  of  time  be  called  upon  to  occupy.  Personal  friendships  or 
sectional  considerations  should  be  made  subordinate  to  the  vastly 
more  important  questions  of  mental  capacity,  judgment,  executive 
ability  and  kindred  qualifications. 

OfiFicers  are  expected  to  do  more  than  merely  occupy  a  station. 
They  should  grace,  honor  an<l  elevate  it ;  should  be  selected  with 
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Special  reference  to  the  interest  and  dignity  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  not  to  individual  honor  or  interests.  The  appointing  power  as 
the  prerogative  of  the  presiding  officer  should  be  exercised  without 
the  restraining  influence  of  precedent  The  aim  and  object  of  all 
should  be  to  elevate  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  Grand  and  Subor- 
dinate bodies,  and  by  careful,  earnest  endeavor  to  advance  far 
towards  perfection . 

Owing  to  the  decease  of  R,  E.  Comp.  Henry  Vehsiage, 
late  Chairman  of  Correspondence,  Comp.  G.  B,  Edwards, 
for  the  second  time,  was  called  upon  to  prepare  the 
Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  accordingly  pre- 
sents a  very  interesting  one.  Quebec  for  1893  being 
fraternally  reviewed. 

The  question  of  physical  perfection  is  still  disturbing 
some  jurisdictions  and  on  this  subject  he  has  the  follow- 
ing under  Nebraska : — 

On  the  subject  of  physical  perfection  there  are  so  many  views, 
full  views,  partial  views,  distant  views,  and  views  that  are  veiled, 
that  this  old  vexation  will  never  down.  Substitute  an  artificial 
hand ;  dress  a  wooden  leg  in  a  trouser  and  attach  a  shoe ;  clothe 
a  wanting  arm  in  simite,  anything,  to  help  along  a  candidate  that 
does  not  come  up  to  the  standard,  "a  perfect  youth,  having  no  main 
or  defect  in  his  body  that  may  render  him  incapable  of  learning  the 
Ai*t,  of  serving  his  Master's  LORD,  and  of  being  made  a  Brother, 
and  then  a  Fellow-Craft  in  due  time,"  appears  to  be  the  general 
drift 

Masonry  was  never  intended,  either  in  its  inception  or  adoption, 
for  the  many ;  had  it  been  otherwise  there  would  have  been  no 
erection  of  barriers  for  its  protection.  Numerically,  more  or  less  in 
the  Order  is  of  no  consequence ;  the  "pursuit  of  happiness"  is  not 
affected  by  its  absence  in  an  individual  nor  is  his  speed  after  that 
fleeing  and  fleeting  essence  hindered  by  its  wanting;  nor  has  its 
nullitv  ever  been  presumed  to  curtail  his  chance  of  salvation. 

The  benefit  arising  from  the  addition  of  an  average  member  is 
small  to  the  body  compared  with  that  enuring  to  the  individual.  In 
ninety -nine  cases  the  torturing  of  words,  intents  and  purposes,  the 
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infraction  of  landmarks  and  laws,  and  the  violation  of  consciences, 
are  exerted  in  favor  of  the  neophyte  as  against  the  institution.  Not 
for  the  many,  bat  the  few. 

37  Chapters.     Membership,  3,099.     Increase,  49. 

Thomas  O.  Ayres,  Orange,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  B.  Edwards,  Jersey  City,  -    Grand  Secretary* 


NEW  YORK. 

Ninety-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  F^ebruary  6,  1894. 

Convened  in  the  City  of  Albany,  M.  E.  Comp.  J. 
Leavitt  Lambert,  G.  H.  P..  presiding.  275  officers  and 
members  were  registered,  and  184  Subordinate  Chapters 
out  of  a  roll  of  186  were  represented,  a  really  fine  record. 
Among  the  32  Grand  Representatives  present,  we  notice 
the  name  of  Quebec's  representative,  Comp.  F.  G.  BoUes. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  proved  himself  an  efficient 
and  painstaking  officer,  his  excellent  address  covering  20 
pages  of  the  proceedings,  thoroughly  presents  his  official 
acts  for  the  year.  He  issued  very  few  dispensations  (for 
such  a  large  body)  and  declined  several  requests  to  dis- 
pense with  a  section  of  the  Constitution  concerning  **  re- 
ceiving of  and  ballot  upon  petitions."  He  decided  in 
favor  of  a  collective  ballot  for  membership,  with  the  pre- 
vious announcement  by  the  High  Priest  that  if  any  black 
ballots  appear  a  separate  ballot  to  be  then  taken  on  each 
petition,  but  the  balloting  must  be  then  done  at  once  and 
not  delayed,  for  a  ballot  when  commenced  must  be  com- 
pleted and  the  result  declared.  Considerable  business 
was    transacted,  several  minor    alterations    made    in   the 
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Constitution,  and  the  reports  of  the  various  Officers  and 
Committees  were  complete  and  interesting.  The  report 
of  the  Grand  Lecturer  on  the  paraphernalia  of  some  of 
the  Subordinate  Chapters  is,  to  say  the  least,  very 
amusing. 

I  have  seen  the  golden  manna  pot  represented  by  articles  of 
white  metal,  porcelain  and  terra  cotta  ware,  and  of  a  variety  of  form 
in  no  way  suggestive  of  the  conventional  manna  pot  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  us,  a  crude  representation  of  which  appears  on 
the  Jewish  shekel.  Such  incongruous  articles  as  an  egg  cup,  a 
mustard  pot,  a  shaving  cream  box,  etc.,  have  been  found  in  use. 
The  budded  rod  is  usually  represented  by  a  few  artificial  flowers 
attached  to  a  small  stick  of  wood,  and  suggestive  of  a  millinery 
shop.  For  the  Book  of  the  Law  we  find  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  usually 
a  very  small  edition,  old,  and  difficult  to  read ;  a  roll  of  manuscript 
with  the  lessons  written  on  separate  pages ;  an  old  monitor ;  an  imi- 
tation of  the  tables  of  stone,  with  the  lessons  thereon,  or  a  scroll  of 
parchment  containing  the  lessons  and  Commandments.  The  last 
named,  which  seems  the  most  appropriate,  is  coming  into  general 
use. 

The  three  squares  are  frequently  represented  by  rusty  construc- 
tions of  tin  and  iron,  which  require  considerable  strain  upon  the 
imagination  to  convert  into  '*  Master's  Jewels." 

The  altar  of  incense  is  usually  represented  by  one  of  the  pedestals, 
or  a  small  stand  or  table  ;  rarely  by  anything  resembling  that  de- 
scribed in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  £xodus. 

Square  blocks  of  wood,  unpainted  and  destitute  of  the  regular 
marks  of  the  Craft,  occasionally  do  duty  for  **  work  from  the  quar. 
ries"  in  the  M.'.M.*.  degree. 

"Barnes  oi  New  York  "  (a  familiar  and  NOVEL  name) 
was  elected  to  the  Executive  chair. 

An  extremely  interesting  Reporc  on  Correspondence  is 
presented  by  Comp.  George  J.  Gardner,  although  the 
names  of  the  full  Committee  is  appended  to  it.  He  gives 
a  very  complete  summary  of  the  doings  of  fifty  Grand 
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Bodies,  occupying  nearly  200  pages,  Quebec  is  gener- 
ously reviewed,  and  pleasant  things  said  of  our  predecessor 
Comp.  Chambers. 

Comp.  Gardner  keeps  up  a  running  comment  through 
each  jurisdiction  that  makes  pleasant  reading ;  we  would 
like  to  make  numerous  extracts,  but  have  not  the  space. 
He  thinks  the  old  adage  **  thkt  there  is  no  royal  road  to 
knowledge,"  is  as  applicable  to  Masonry  as  well  as 
literature,  and  does  not  believe  "  rapid  transit "  through 
the  degrees  is  beneficial  either  to  the  candidate  or  the 
Body  itself,  and  thinks  the  dispensing  power  should  be 
circumscribed  within  very  narrow  limits,  but  not  abrogated 
altogether. 

Under  Maine  he  has  the  following  : — 

The  sammone  has  grown  into  *' innocuous  desuetade,"  and  is  not 
as  highly  regarded  in  these  later  days  as  an  ordinary  notice.  When 
we  entered  the  Craft  we  were  given  to  understand  that  the  length  of 
our  c.t.  did  not  extend  to  a  matter  of  convenience  or  excuse  us,  that 
we  might  attend  some  laughable  entertainment  or  *'go  out  with  the 
l)oys."  A  summons  was  not  read  and  then  thrown  in  the  waste 
basket,  but  placed  conveniently  in  a  conspicuous  place  where  it 
reminded  us  that  we  had  a  sacred  promise  to  fulfil,  and  that, 
waiving  all  personal  preferences,  we  were  bound  to  do  it.  Alas !  we 
have  fallen  into  degenerate  times.  **The  fathers — where  are  they  ?" 
Many  a  "son  of  light"  born  of  faithful  sire,  has  wandered  far  away 
from  parental  teaching,  and  the ''Master's'*  counsels  have  been  set 
at  naught.  Let  us  return  to  the  usages  of  primitive  days,  and  "stand 
by  the  old  ways." 

We  leave  this  entertaining  Report  with  regret. 

The  handsomely  printed  volume  contains  two  excellent 
portraits    of    Past    Grand    High    Priests    Lambert   and 
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Sherer,  and  an  interesting  address  entitled  "Freemasonry 
a  gift  to  humanity,"  by  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

1 86  Chapters.     Membership,  18,344.     Increase,  659. 

Frederick  E.  Barnes,  New  York,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,      -      Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Forty-sixth    Annual    Convocation,    May    loth,    1894, 

Held  in  the  City  of  Charlotte,  M.  E.  Comp.  Francis 
M.  Moye,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Quebec's 
Representative  was  not  present.  Sixteen  Chapters 
represented.  The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  that  the 
Order  had  made  substantial  progress  during  the  year- 
Three  new  Chapters  organized  and  dispensations  issued 
to  revive  two  others,  dormant  for  several  years.  He 
does  not  approve  of  "rapid  transit"  in  Masonry  and  only 
issued  dispensations  when  he  considered  it  for  the  good 
of  the  Order. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  strongly  recommended  the 
adoption  of  the  Cryptic  Degrees  into  their  curriculum,  but 
a  special  Committee  reported  adversely  (and  we  think 
wisely)  and  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  Committees' 
report.  A  Review  of  all  the  Chapters  on  this  continent 
is  presented  by  Comp.  James  Southgate.  Having 
"traversed  the  field"  he  finds  much  to  approve  and  but 
h'ttle  to  disapprove,  and  is  "encouraged  at  the  general 
uplift  and  progress  of  Capitular  Masonry   in   the  world.* 
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Quebec  for  1893  receives  friendly  notice  and  he  com- 
mends Comp.  Chambers  great  ability  in  raising  a  second 
Report  from  the  fiery  ordeal  and  considers  it  a  resurrected 
living  Epistle  to  the  Corps.  Comp.  Southgate  does  not  S 
believe  very  much  in  displays  of  Masonic  regalia  at 
picnics,  etc.,  and  says  under  Virginia  : 

"  We  fail  to  see  what  Masons  of  any  Order  want  witli  Masonic 
clothing  at  a  picnic." 

And  again,  under  New  York  : 

**  Why  so,  we  do  not  know,  but  there  are  members  in  all  orders 
who  never  attend  a  meeting  or  help  in  any  way  to  move  forward  the 
"Ark"— are  ever  at  funerals  and  public  Installations  '  by  a  large 
majority'  and  are  more  than  anxious  to  serve  in  any  capacity  even 
to  carrying  the  Deacon's  rod." 

Yes,  and  at  funerals  have  the  bad  taste  and  bad  form 
to  cover  themselves  with  jewellry  and  regalia.  Solomon 
in  all  his  glory,  we  are  sure,  was  never  arrayed  as 
some  of  these  "  modern  day  public  Masons  "  array  them- 
selves. 

18  Chapters.    Membership,  725,     Decrease,  10. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  figure  out  the  abstract  of 
returns,  the  figures  will  not  agree  or  balance  and  life  is 
too  short  to  worry  over  it. 

Henry  I.  Clarke,  M.D.,  Hamilton,  Grand  High  Priest. 
H.  H.  MUNSON,  Wilmington.         -        Grand  Secretary.    | 
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Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  June  14th,  1894.  ) 

Held  in  Valley    City.   M.   E.  Comp.    D.    M.    Holmes,  | 

Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.    Eleven  Subordinates  were  | 

represented.     No  record  of  Grand  Representatives  being  ? 
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present  and  the  name  of  Quebec's  Representative  does  not 
appear  at  this  Convocation.  The  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  is  a  short  one.  Issued  three  dispensations, 
one  to  form  a  new  Chapter.  Was  unable  to  make  any 
visits  and  advised  action  in  making  Candidates  acquire 
thorough  knowledge  of  each  degree  before  being 
advanced,  and  says  : 

*'  At  present  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
who  can  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  when  applying  for  admis- 
sion as  a  visitor.  If  some  such  provision  was  made  and  strictly 
enforced  it  would,  1  believe,  c^use  more  interest  to  be  taken  in 
Capitular  Masonry,  and  our  Degrees  would  assume  the  position 
naturally  belonging  to  them,  and  not  be  used,  as  they  are  too  much 
at  present,  simply  as  a  stepping  stone  for  further  Masonic  advance- 
ment " 

The  Committee  on  Candidates  reported  the  Constitu- 
tion covered  this  question  and  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
High  Priests  if  the  same  was  not  enforced. 

To  our  effete  and  conservative  eastern  ideas,  some  of 
the  doings  of  our  friends  in  the  "Wild  and  woolly  West," 
are  to  say  the  least  extremely  novel ;  for  instance  : 

"  The  Grand  Chapter  then  called  from  labor  to  refreshment.  The 
officers  elect  and  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Eastern 
Star  were  then  admitted.  Mrs.  Lorainne  J.  Pitkin,  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  General  Chapter  of  Eastern  Star  was  represented 
to  the  M.-.  E.\  Grand  High  Priest  who  welcomed  her  and  invited 
her  to  a  seat  near  the  Grand  Council.  The  following  officers  were 
then  installed : 


*'  The  Grand  Council  vafated  their  stations  and  Mrs  ]»rainne  J. 
Pitkin  proceeded  to  install  the  (irand  Officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  Eastern  Star  of  Dakota,  having  first  invited  to  seats  in  the 
East  all  the  Grand  Elective  Otiieers  of  the  Grand  Ix>dge,  Grand 
Chiipter  and  Grand  Conmmndery  who  wen?  present." 
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Wc  would  rise  to  remark  :  Is  work  done  during  refresh- 
ment legal  ? 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

II  Chapters.     Membership,  691.  Increase,  67. 

Sylvester  J,  Hill,  Fargo,      -  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,       -  Grand  Secretary. 
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Twenty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  June  12th,   1894. 

Held  in  New  Glasgow,  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  B.  Alley, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Eight  Chapters  repre- 
sented. Quebec's  Representative  was  not  present.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  was  an  attentive  officer  and  presented 
a  lengthy  report,  giving  in  detail  the  condition  of  each 
Subordinate.  Visiting  eight  out  of  the  fourteen  we 
think  is  doing  extremely  well,  considering  that  they 
have  one  Chapter  in  Newfoundland  and  two  in  Prince 
Edward  Island.  He  received  reports  through  proxies 
or  deputies  regarding  those  he  was  unable  to  visit 
personally.  In  referring  to  appointments  of  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives, he  has  the  following  to  say  of  R.  E,  Comp. 
Griffith  of  this  Jurisdiction  and  on  whose  behalf  we  make 
our   best  bow  for  the  complimentary   remarks  : 

•*  I  was  particularly  pleasetl  with  the  last  named  appointment, 
tliHtofR.  E.  ('omp.  Gri tilth,  as  from  personal  knowledge  1  know 
him  to  be  a  sincere  and  enttiusiastic  worker  in  the  cause  of  Masonry 
generally,  and  an  extra  good  Royal  Arch  Companion.  With  his 
usual  promptness  he  acknowledge<l  the  apix)intment  by  letter,  and 
ill  cordial  and  fraternal  terms  signified  his  appreciation  of  the  com- 
pliment.   He  also  alludt^l  to  it  in  a  personal  interview  two  weeka 
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ago,  and  I  only  regret  that  a  misconception  of  dates  prevented  his 
attendance  at  this  Grand  Convocation,  as  it  would  have  given  us 

all  much  pleasure  to  accord  him  the  honors  befitting  his  rank  and  I 

standing  in  the  Craft*"  | 

Having  received  a  circular  issued  by  the  newly  formed  J 

Body  in  Victoria,  Australia,  which  stated  that  all  fraternal  ^ 

intercourse   between    that    Grand  Body  and   the  Grand  ■ 

Chapter   of  Canada    had    ceased,  he   felt   very  uneasy  ■' 

for  fear  that  other  bodies  in   the   Dominion    should    be  . 
confounded    with    the    Grand    Chapter   of  Canada,    (in 

Ontario,)  and  says  :  ; 

**  I   have   lonj?   regarded   it   as  quite  unfortunate  that  a  Grand  . 
Chapter,  which  is  at  best  only  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  a  ^^ 
jirovince,   should   persist  in  calling  itself  the  Grand  Chapter  of  \ 
Canada.    It  does  not  seem  to  be  in  good   Masonic  form — is  not 
fraternal — as  it  cerUinly  tends  towards  the  exclusion  of  other  Sister  j 
Grand  Bodies.     It  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  awkward   in  many   res-  } 
pects,  and  may,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  do  injustice   to  | 
individual  Companions.     By  this  edict  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  f 
Victoria,  certain  Canadian  Companions  are  under  a  ban,  and  we  f 
can  well  imagine  how  easy  it  is  in  a  far  off  country  to  confound  our  |; 
Canadian  Jurisdictions.     Even  as  I  read  this   I  know  that  a  good  ^ 
Companion   of  my  mother   Chapter — Keith — is  in  that  latitude,  f 
exposed  to  the  dangers  and  vicissitudes  peculiar  to  those  who  go 
ilown  to  the  sea  in  ships,  and  I  confess  I  do  not  like  to  entertain  the  .^ 
idea  that  he  would  be  debarred  the  Companionship  and  sympathy  [ 
of  Royal  Arch   Masons,   should  misfortune   assail  him.    I  think, 
therefore, — even  if  we  should  decide  to  take  no  action  on  the  con- 
tents of  the  circular — we  shouM,  for  the  reasons  I  have  endeavored  '. 
to  specify,  respectfully  ask  tlie  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  to  moilify  * 
its  title.'*                      "  J 

It    is    extremely  sad   to    think    what    an    unfortunate  J 

position  this  seafaring  Son  of  Keith  would    find    himself  \ 

in,  if  he  could  not  intellig^ibly  explain  to  which  Jurisdiction  ? 

in    Canada    he    belonged.      However,    our    **  Biuenose "  ^ 
friends  are  usually  very  bright  and   intelligent  Masons, 
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and  we  have  no  fears  for  the  Companion  referred  to. 
Regarding  the  nomenclature  of  our  Ontario  Grand 
Chapter.  (Canada),  there  is  some  just  cause  for  the  remarks 
made  by  our  Nova  Scotia  Companion. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence. 

14  Chapters.     Membership,  664.  Net  increase,  14. 

Wm.  B.  Alley.  Truro.        -        -  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alex.  Ross,  Halifax,         -          -  Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO. 

Seventy-eighth  Annual  Convocation,  Sept.  19th.   1894. 

Convened  in  Columbus,  M.  E.  Conip.  O.  A.  B.  Senter, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  The  representatives  of 
1 39  Subordinate  Chapters  were  in  attendance.  M.  E. 
Comp.  Reuben  C.  Lemmon,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Quebec's  respected   Representative,  was  likewise  present. 

The  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  were  tendered  the 
Grand  High  Priest  for  the  zeal,  energy  and  ability 
shown  by  him  during  the  year  ;  and  his  address  fully 
reveals  the  qualities  so  expressed.  Three  pages  are 
devoted  to  a  list  of  the  dead  of  the  Jurisdiction.  The 
same  list  is  again  inserted  in  the  obituary  pages  and  we 
must  confess  we  can  see  no  benefit  in  the  address  being 
occupied  with  a  duplicate  list  which  properly  belongs  to 
the  statistical  or  obituary  pages.  Nineteen  decisions  are 
reported,  all  of  which  were  endorsed  by  the  Committee 
of  Jurisprudence  as  in  order  with  Ohio's  constitutions  and 
rulings.     In  response  to  a  question    regarding   the    four 
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largest  secret  orders  in  the  United  States,  he  gives  the 
following  estimate  made  by  reliable  authorities  for  the 
year  1893  : 

Number  of  Master  Masons  in  the  United  States 780, 000 

Lodge  Odd  Fellows  in  the  United  States 560,000 

••      Knights  of  Pythias  in  the  United  States     440,000 
**  Members  in  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen 

in  the  United  States 290,ooo 

Master  Masons  in  the  world 2,230,000 

*•  Odd  Fellows  (including  Manchester  Unity)  in 

the  world 1,750,000 

The  other  orders  mentioned  are  but  little  known  outside  the 
United  States. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  as  usual  an  admirable 
one  from  the  pen  of  Comp.  S.  Stacker  Williams.  He  is 
a  Master  hand  at  the  Masonic  quill  and  delves  deep  into 
the  rubbish  for  more  light  on  the  early  history  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry.  He  again  adds  his  further  researches 
which  aie  extremely  interesting  and  which  we  wish  we 
could  copy  entire  had  we  the  space.  He  makes  an 
excerpt  from  a  letter  from  Bro.  William  J.  Hughan  of 
England,  as  follows  : 

"  About  1 740  will  do  well  for  the  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree 
possibly,  however,  in  the  previous  decade;  but  at  any  rate,  not 
earlier  than  say  twenty  years  after  the  forniation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  A  D.  1717.  The  Country  of  its  origin  is  still 
unknown,  England  or  France  being  the  most  probable  solution. 
The  *anoientV  patronized  the  Royal  Arch  from  their  origin  in  1751, 
not  1766  as  you  note.  The  degree  is  noted  in  their  records  as  early 
as  1752.  'Ancient  York  Masons'  for  any  Lodge  in  America  is  a 
misnomer  as  you  state." 

He  gives  on  the  authority  also  of  Bro.  Hughan,  1762 
as  the  oldest  Chapter  record  yet  discai^ered  in  the  old 
Country  ; 
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"A  x\io8t  Sublime  or  Royal  Arch  Lodge  opened  in  Stonegate, 
York,  7th  February,  1762.  While  the  oldest  record  in  America  is 
from  Fredericksburg  Lodge,  No.  4,  Virginia,  a  meeting  was  held 
December  22nd,  1753,  when  three  Masons  were  raised  to  the  Degree 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons." 

Under  Pennsylvania : — 

He  thinks,  when  Comp.  Henderson  examines  the  case 
more  carefully  he  will  change  his  mind  regarding  the 
New  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  (Australia,)  and  refers 
him  to  his  (Williams)  last  years  review  on  the  subject. 
We  have  turned  up  Comp.  Williams'  1893  Report  and 
perused  it  carefully  and  noted  his  concluding  remarks 
thereanent  that  he  has  been  "  particular  to  give  a  correct 
historical  account,  &c.*'  It  does  not  strike  us  as 
being  quite  correct.  He  evidently  has  mixed  up  Canada 
and  Quebec  in  his  concluding  remarks,  for  we  think  he 
must  have  been  thinking  of  the  "support  so  nobly 
afforded  by  American  Grand  Bodies'*  to  QUEBEC  in  her 
trouble  with  the  English  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  The 
trouble  with  Victoria  is  between  that  Province  and  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  which  latter  holds 
jurisdiction  only  over  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  is  not 
the,  but  a  Grand  Chapter  of  a  Province  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  The  Canadian  Chapters  in  Victoria  are  not 
from  Quebec.  So  far  as  we  have  information  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Victoria  was  formed  as  an  adjunct  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  same  name,  the  Grand  Master  being 
ex-officio  the  Grand  Z.  (Grand  High  Priest),  and  with 
jurisdiction  only  over  the  Arch.  The  Canadians  in 
Victoria  were  refused  a  voice  in  the  formation,  (yidc 
report  of  Grand  Officer),  and  if  they  joined  Victoria 
would  have  to  cast  out  the  intermediate  degrees.     Under 
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these  circumstances  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to  us 
how  eagerly  some  of  the  American  Grand  Chapters 
have  accorded  recognition  to  a  system  decidedly  foreign 
to  their  own,  ignoring  the  Companions  who  were  uphold- 
ing the  American  system.  We  may  have  something  to 
say  later  on  regarding  this  Victoria  Grand  Chapter. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  very  fraternally  reviewed.  He 
congratulates  Comp.  Chambers  upon  his  promotion  and 
says : 

"  Gjd  willing  we  will  touch  our  bat  to  liini  and  review  his  work 
next  year  as  that  of  Most  Excellent  Z." 

He  also  adds  that  while  he  will  be  missed  from  the 
circle,  Comp.  Chambers  will  be  remembered  for  the 
faithful  work  he  has  done  as  a  member  of  the  Guild. 

147    Chapters      Membership,    13,373.     Increase,   263. 

Gibson  H.  Robinson,  Cleveland,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Charles  C.  Kiefer,  Urbana,         -        Grand  Secretary. 


OREGON. 
4  Thirty-fourth    Annual    Convocation,    July    9th,   1894. 


Held  in  the  City  of  Portland,  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  McD. 
Stroud,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Twel /e  Chapters 
were  represented  and  thirteen  were  not.  Quebec's 
Representative  was  not  present.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  reported  two  dispensations  issued,  two  Chapters 
constituted  and  few  decisions.  Among  the  business  of  the 
Session  was  the  following  resolution  from  a  special  com- 
inittee ; 
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kesolved :  That  hereafter  candidates  in  passing  through  the 
Chapter  shall  be  examined  as  to  their  proficiency  in  the  M.  M. 
degree  by  a  special  committee  of  three,  and  in  open  Chapter  as  to 
their  proficiency  in  each  degree  before  receiving  the  following 
degree.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved :  That  candidates  shall  exhibit  a  satisfactory  proficiency 
as  to  the  steps,  signs,  grips,  words  and  obligations,  as  well  as  a 
knowledge  of  the  Masonic  lessons  taught,  and  a  brief  historical 
summary  of  the  degree. 

If  these  resolutions  enforced  do  not  make  well  posted 
Capitular  Masons  in  Oregon  vve  do  not  know    what  will. 

Comp.  J.  M.  Hodson  presents  the  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence. Quebec  for  1893  receives  due  notice.  43  Juris- 
dictions are  reviewed  in  1 10  pages  and  extracts  freely 
taken.  He  is  a  believer  in  ''dependent  membership." 
He  thinks  a  candidate  who  has  received  the  degree  of 
Past  Master  in  a  convocation  of  Past  Masters  should  not 
be  required  to  have  it  conferred  on  him  again  in  the 
Chapter. 

The  list  of  Grand  Secretaries  need  revising  in  these 
proceedings ;  vide  Quebec. 

25  Chapters.     Membership,  1,220.     Increase,  53. 

W.  C.  Crawford,  Portland,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
James  F.  Robinson,  Eugene,        -        Grand  Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Ninety-eighth  Annual  Convocation,   Dec.  27th,   1893. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  A. 
Tennis,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  The  usual  quar- 
terly assemblies  were  also  held  in  March,  June,  September 
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and  December.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  having  invited  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  to  affiliate  or  become  one  of  its  constituent 
members,  it  was  decided  at  the  September  Convocation 
to  "  decline  with  thanks."  20  Chapters  were  represented 
at  the  Annual  Convocation.  Quebec's  Representative 
not  present,  although  we  find  him  appearing  at  some  of 
the  quarterlies. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  quite  a 
lengthy  document,  and  it  showed  he  was  a  painstaking 
official.  He  objects  to  Committees  of  Enquiry  signing 
reports  without  seeing  the  candidates,  and  called  the 
attention  of  High  Priests  to  this  point  and  ordered  the 
Committees  to  interrogate  the  applicant  Two  steel 
engravings  of  M.  E.  Companions  S.  C.  Perkins  and  E,  A. 
Tennis,  beautify  and  adorn  the  proceedings.  The  Report 
on  Correspondence  is  by  a  quintette,  and  very  interest- 
ing. 

Under  Georgia  we  find  Comp.  C.  E.  Meyers  making 
the  following  remarks  which  we  confess  we  could  not  say 
better  ourselves : 

"The  right  of  dim  it  is  unquestioned.  A  man  applies  for  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord, 
and  he  desires  to  withdraw  from  that  particular  body  of  which  he  is 
a  member  by  payment  of  the  dues  he  is  owing  and  tendering  his 
resignation.  He  has  that  right  unquestionably  under  the  By-Laws 
and  common  sense." 

Query: — If  a  Master  has  the  right  to   dimit   from  his 

Lodge  by  law  and  under  "common  sense,"  does  he  loose 

that  right  (and  his  common  sensed  when  he    becomes  a 

Royal  Arch  Mason  under  the    Dependent    membership 

law  ? 
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Under  Kentucky  Comp.  Myers  takes  issue  with  that 
Grand  Body  upon  their  dechning  a  proposition  to  again 
extend  recognition  to  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 
He  says  **their  report  is  hardly  correct  in  some  particu- 
lars/' that  *'he  knows  fully  what  he  is  talking  about, 
having  fully  investigated  the  troubles  between  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  That 
he  was  vested  with  full  powers  from  the  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  of  England  to  settle  if  possible  upon  terms  of 
peace."  Comp.  Myers  then  attempts  an  explanation  of 
the  situation  and  getting  considerable  mixed  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  (Blue)  of  England  and  the  Grand  Mark 
Lodge  and  their  individual  relations  with  Quebec,  says  : 
**  A  bitter  letter  was  written  by  the  Worshipful  Master, 
"  (who  has  lately  deceased)  of  the  English  Mark  Lodge, 
"  which  was  returned  to  him  to  see  if  he  recognized  or 
"knew  the  writer,  upon  which  an  apology  was  made." 
This  remark  passes  our  comprehension.  Query  :  If  the 
Worshipful  Master  wrote  a  bitter  letter,  to  whom  did  he 
write  it  ?  Why  was  it  returned  to  him  ?  and  who  returned 
it  ? — to  see  if  he  recognized  or  knew  the  writer.  Imagine 
a  letter  being  returned  to  the  writer  in  order  to  find  out 
if  he  could  recognize  himself.  Also,  to  which  **  of  the 
English  Mark  Lodge  " — did  he  belong  ? — as  there  were 
three  English  Mark  Lodges.  This  incident  will  be  inter- 
esting to  the  Companions  of  Quebec.  We  have  not  time 
again  to  go  into  all  the  particulars  of  the  trouble  at  this 
late  date,  between  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  and  this  Grand 
Body,  but  would  refer  Comp.  Myers  to  Quebec's  proceed- 
ings of  1884  and  1885,  and  the  voluminous  correspondence 
contained  therein  which  fully  explained  the  situation. 

We  would,  however,  remark  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  (Blue)  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England 
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and  Wales  stands  each  in  a  totally  different  position  f 
towards  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec.  | 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (Blue)  holds  her  three 
Lodges  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  upon  the  ground  that 
they  were  settled  in  this  Province  before  any  Grand 
Body  was  formed,  either  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
(who  afterwards  retired  from  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  J. 
now  has  only  jurisdiction  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  ; 
although  she  still  holds  to  the  name  "'Canada,")  or  the  ; 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  who  now  claims  supreme 
authority  in  this  Province — tn  passant  we  might  add, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (Blue)  offered  recognition  to 
Quebec  if  she  would  recognize  her  three  Lodges,  but 
Quebec  declined  and  still  refuses  to  accept  any  conditional 
recognition  and  insists  the  three  English  warrants  must 
be  withdrawn.  But  there  never  were  Mark  Lodges 
working  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  under  the  Grand  j! 
Mark  Lodge  of  England  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  j 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  nor  until  they  were  illegally  * 
planted,  five  years  after  said  formation  ;  and  three  years  r 
after  a  compact  of  recognition  and  exchange  of  represent-  J 
atives  with  Quebec  by  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge. 

With  reference  to  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  and  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  a  little  history  may  exemplify 
the  position  to  some  of  our  friends  who  have  not  as  yet 
quite  grasped  the  condition  of  affairs. 

In  Capitular  Masonry,  the  Grand   Chapter  of   Canada 
held  jurisdiction  over  the  two  Provinces  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec  until    1876,  when  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec 
was  formed    by   the  Union   of  all  the    Chapters  in   the     J 
Province  of  Quebec  excepting  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  which 
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was  attached  as  is  the  Engh'sh  custom  to  St.  Paul's 
Lodge,  (English)  but  which  worked  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  only.  The  Mark  Master,  Past  Master  and  Most 
Excellent  was  not  worked  by  it,  nor  by  any  English 
authority  in  this  Province. 

Canada  then  withdrew  into  the  Province  of  Ontario. 
In  September,  1878,  the  Grand  Z.  of  Quebec  recommended 
and  it  was  adopted  by  Grand  Chapter  "That  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales  be 
recognized  as  duly  entitled  to  exercise  supreme  authority 
over  all  Lodges  of  that  degree  in  England  and  Wales,  or 
in  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown, 
wherein  no  other  Grand  Body  exists^  or  of  right  may  be 
formed,  claiming  Jurisdiction  over  that  Degreed 

In  September,  1879,  the  Grand  Z.  of  Quebec  reported 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  "That  the  recognition  accorded 
by  this  Grand  Chapter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales  had  been 
fraternally  accepted  by  that  Grand  Body,  that  Grand 
Representatives  to  and  from  our  respective  Bodies  have 
been  appointed,  fraternal  Correspondence  has  been 
established,  based  on  the  great  principle  of  our  respective 
Sovereign  jurisdictional  supremacy  embodied  in  our 
fraternal  resolution  of  recognition."  Three  years  elapsed 
when  an  incredible  rumour  was  in  circulation  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  that  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  had 
disregarded  and  violated  covenant  obligations.  It  proved 
alas  too  true!  On  the  8th  of  May,  1882,  five  years  after 
the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  the  Grand  ' 
Mark  Lodge  invaded  Quebec's  Jurisdiction  and  planted  * 
a  Mark  Lodge  (Victoria)  in  Montreal,     In   1883  another    | 
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(Henecker)  was  formed  and  the  same  year  a  Provincial 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  was  also  formed.  It  was  a  clear 
invasion  of  a  friendly  territory  alter  mature  and  deliberate 
recognition  and  exchange  of  representatives.  As  far  as 
the  correspondence,  between  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  and 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  shows,  the  former  never  ex- 
pressed any  penitence  for  the  action,  nor  desire  to  withdraw 
their  illegal  charters  but  persisted  in  their  extremly 
unfraternal  course,  Comp.  Myers  to  the  contrary.  Vide 
correspondence  in  Quebec's  Proceedings. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  ^Blue)  or  its  officials 
have  more  than  once  intimated  and  stated  that  they 
would  be  pleased  if  their  three  Subordinates  would  trans- 
fer their  allegiance  to  the  supreme  power  now  in  Quebec, 
but  being  old  Lodges  they  did  not  want  to  turn  them 
out.     But  the  Grand  -Afia;r>6  Lodge  of  England — never-  did. 

The  Edict  issued  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec 
against  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales, 
is  still  in  force  and  effect.  It  has  never  been  rescinded, 
and  never  will  be  until  such  times  as  the  aforesaid  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  withdraws  her  two  illegal  Subordinates  (one 
of  the  three  has  already  become  defunct). 

Comp.  Myers  also  says  "the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  of  England  has  been  recognized  by  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  and  by  many  Grand  Chapters." 
But  he  singularly  omits  to  mention  that  sixteen  of  these 
Grand  Chapters  afterwards  passed  resolutions  forbidding 
all  intercourse  with  the  aforesaid  Grand  Mark  Lodge.  Ten 
endorsed  Quebec's  action  in  issuing  an  Edict ;  seven 
asked  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  to  withdraw  from  Quebec's 
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territory,   and   seven    left   it   with    the    General    Grand 
Chapter. 

He  likewise  omitted  to  mention  that  in  September, 
1886,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  passed  the  following 
resolution  : 

**  Resolved,  that  the  reBolution  passed  by  the  General  Grand 
(-hapter,  at  its  Triennial  Convocation,  held  in  1877,  recotrnizing  the 
Grand  Ijodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales,  ^e  and 
the  same  is  hereby  racindedj^ 

In  the  face  of  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge's  action  and  the 
long  fight  Quebec  has  made  for  her  just  rights,  and  the 
American  doctrine  of  Sovereign  Territorial  Jurisdiction, 
we  are  to  say  the  least,  extremely  surprised  at  these 
statements  of  Comp.  Myer  s. 

We  had  marked  other  portions  of  Pennsylvania  for 
remark  but  have  much  exceeded  our  limit  already. 

1 19  Chapters.    Membership,  14,772.    Net  increase,  698. 

P.S. — This  is  the  Secretary's  statement  for  1892, 
reported  in  September,  1893. 

E.  A.  Tennis,  Thompsontown,    -    Grand  High  Priest. 
Charles  Carv,  Philadelphia,       -        Grand  Secretary. 
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Ninety-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  March  13th,   1894. 

Held  in  Providence,  M.  E.  Comp.  H.  K.  Blanchard, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Ten  Subordinates  were 
represented.  Quebec's  Grand  Representative,  M.  E. 
Comp.  W.  T.  C,  Wardwell,  also  answered  to  the  roll  call 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  gave  a  short  address,  reporting 
six  dispensations  issued.  He  alluded  to  the  notable 
event  of  Providence  Chapter  celebrating  during  the  year 
its  Centennial.  This  Subordinate  Chapter  should  have 
the  prefix  of  "Evergreen"  for  it  has  on  its  roll  1,059 
members.     We  heartily  congratulate  it. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence.       Whyfor  no  ? 

The  assets  as  per  Treasurer's  report  is  $S, 334.00 
invested,  and  cash  on  hand  $964.00.  They  are  not  too 
poor  and  their  members  have  a  reputation  for  much  zeal 
and  intelligence. 

10  Chapters.     Membership,  2,305.     Increase,  33. 
Albert  L.  Anthony,  Providence.  Grand  High  Priest. 
William  R.  Greene,  Providence,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH    CAROLINA. 

Eighty-third    Annual    Convocation,    Feb.    13th,   i894« 

Held  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  M.  E.  Comp.  W,  H. 
Witherow,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Representa- 
tives of  sixteen  Subordinate  Chapters  were  present. 
Quebec's  Representative  was  not  reported.  I 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  no  grievances  to  adjust,  J 
no  questions  of  Masonic  law  submitted  for  decision,  and  1 
only  "a  few  dispensations  of  the  usual  character  granted, 
but  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  merit  mention." 

The  Committee  on  the  address  "  suggested  thanks  '*  to 
the  M.  E.  Companion  for  his  four  years  faithful  services. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  we  notice  that  the 
following  motion  was  adopted  ; 
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**  That  the  Grand  Secretary  do  make  a  Report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence at  next  Annual  Convocation,  and  be  be  allowed  one  hun- 
dred dollars  therefor.    Adopted. 

17  Chapters.     Membership  632.     Decrease  10. 

J.  T.  Barron,  Columbia,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  E,  Burke,  Charleston,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Fifth  Annual  Convocation,  June  14th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Hot  Springs,  M.  E.  Comp.  R,  T. 
Sedam,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  24  Subordinate 
Chapters  were  represented  and  Quebec's  Grand  Repre- 
sentative, P.  G.  H.  P.  Collins  D.  Pratt,  was  also  there, 
but  alas,  within  two  short  months  after  this  Convocation 
the  summons  came  and  Quebec  received  notice  that  her 
respected  Representative  '*had  passed  the  veil."  Quebec 
mourns  in  conjunction  with  her  sister  Jurisdiction  of 
South  Dakota  and  offers  deepest  and  sincerest  sympathy 
to  her  North  Western  Companions  for  their  great  loss. 
South  Dakota  at  this  Convocation  had  to  mourn  the 
death  of  the  Grand  Scribe  Comp.  John  E.  Bennett, 
whose  vacant  chair  was  draped  in  mourning  and  left 
thus,  as  a  mark  of  esteem.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  in 
his  address  alluded  to  his  decease  and  said  :  "  For  the 
first  sime  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  Death, 
*the  tireless  reaper,*  has  taken  one  of  our  members." 
A  fine  picture  of  M.  E.  Comp.  C.  D.  Pralt  adorns  these 
proceedings  as  well  as  one  of  M.  E.  Comp.  R.  T.  Sedam. 
Comp.    Louis    G.    Levoy    writes    the    Correspondence 
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Report  and  a  capital  paper  it  is,  Quebec  for  1893 
receives  due  notice,  and  sympathy  extended  in  our 
double  affliction  of  that  year.  He  admires  M.  E. 
Comp.  Chambers  "pluck"  in  writing  a  second  Report 
after  the  first  was  destroyed.  Comp.  Levoy  is  an 
advocate  of  compulsory  membership  and  says : 

"  We  would  Bay  in  reply,  that  in  onr  opinion  voluntary  non- 
affiliation  in  some  Lodge  of  a  R.  A.  M.  is  a  Masonic  ofiFence,  and  he 
should  have  no  standing  in  the  Chapter." 

Firstly — Will  Companion  Levoy  kindly  explain  to 
us  where  he  has  found  in  any  Land-mark,  Law,  (not  a 
modern  capitular  regulation,)  Ancient  charges  or  other- 
wise, that  it  is  a  "Masonic  offence" — to  dimit  ? 

Secondly — Will  Comp.  Levoy  please  inform  us: — If  a 
Master  Mason  has  a  right  to  dimit  from  the  Lodge  (and 
it  is  a  right,  we  claim,  that  cannot  be  denied  him)  why  is 
it  a  Masonic  offence  for  a  Master  Mason,  who  has  taken 
more  than  the  third  degree  to  take  his  dimit  ? 

There  are  a  number  of  good  things  in  the  Report  we 
would  like  to  notice  but  have  not  the  time.  We  congra- 
tulate heartily  our  Companion  on  his  elevation  to  the 
chair  of  his  Grand  Chapter. 

26  Chapters.     Membership,  1,500.     Increase,  74. 

Louis  G.  Levoy,  Webster,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  a.  Pettigrew,  Flandreau,      -      Grand  Secretary. 


TENNESSEE. 
Sixty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  January  29th,   1894. 
Held  in   the  City  of  Nashville,   M.    E.   Comp.    J.  T. 
Williamson,    Grand     High   Priest,    presiding.     54   Sub- 
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ordinates  represented.  The  address  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest  was  altogether  a  business  document.  Three 
Charters  granted  and  one  dispensation  continued  for 
another  year,  as  the  members  had  not  shown  the  zeal  and 
energy  necessary.  A  dispensation  to  organize  in  a  town 
where  the  Chapter  formerly  was  situated  was  recom- 
mended. The  official  rulings  were  not  numerous.  The 
Report  on  Correspondence  was  by  Comp.  G.  C. 
Connor.  It  is  interesting  as  usual,  but  alas  !  it  is  his  last. 
He  obeyed  the  summons  of  the  Most  High  and  there  is 
a  vacant  chair  in  Tennessee  that  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  fill.  He  has  evidently  written  this  Report 
when  ill  and  sufifering  but  his  old  spirit  flashes  out.  His 
careful  and  highly  interesting  paper  on  the  Royal  Arch 
which  accompanied  his  Report  of  last  year  is  supple- 
mented this  year  with  as  equally  an  interesting  paper  on 
the  Mark  Degree.  He  devotes  some  space  to  the 
question  of  **Is  Capitular  Masonry  prosperous  ?"  and  his 
conclusions  are  gathered  from  the  various  addresses  and 
proceedings,  that  it  is  not,  and  considers  the  ceremonials 
are  conducted  because  "that  is  the  Ritual,"  but  without 
a  gleam  of  enquiry  as  to  what  these  ceremonials  mean. 
He  is  somewhat  extreme  on  physical  perfection  and  holds 
that  the  Chapter  is  on  a  different  basis  from  the  Blue. 
Regarding  this  much  discussed  question.     He  says  : 

1.  There  are  no  obligations  of  antiquity,  nor  of  supposed  land- 
marks, demanding  such  perfection. 

2.  Capitular  Masonry  is  altogether  Speculative,  without  a  tinge 
of  the  Operatiye,  being  of  modern  inyention  in  all  respects. 

Under  Nebraska  we  find  the  following  : 

"  Companion  Secretaries,  read,  mark,  learn  and  inwardly  digest, 
and  may  God  take  away  rU  stony  hearts  and  replace  them  with 
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heartsofflesh,  Alii  of  courtesy,  sympathy,  patience  and  love.  Do 
not,  we  beseech  you,  drive  any  out  of  the  fold  by  cnrtness  and 
offehsiTe  dunning.  Call  on  the  dellquent  Companion  in  love  and 
forbearance,  and  you  will  win  his  heart  and  collect  his  dues ;  and 
do  this  b^ore  his  dues  accumulate." 

And  likewise  : 

*<  We  do  not  desire  to  interrupt  the  argument,  and  seek  permis- 
sion to  say  on  this  that  a  suspended  Mason  can  not,  in  justice,  be 
charged  dues  by  the  Chapter  lawfully  suspending  him  during  the 
period  of  suspension.  An  employe  suspended  by  his  employer 
would  not  dream  of  demanding  wages  for  the  time  be  was  suspended 
\  from  duties ;  neither  could  the  employer  demand  services  from  the 
\  suspended  employe  for  which  there  was  no  quid  pro  quo.  Does  this 
\    illustration  illustrate? 

\        And  under  Pennsylvania  : 

{  *<  Does  not  an  installed  officer  hold  his  office  until  his  successor 
&  is  installed,  and  do  not  his  installation  vow  and  instruction  attach 
I  so  long  as  he  lawfully  holds  that  office  ?  The  officer  re-elected  does 
not  'succeed'  himself ;  he  'continues.'  Until  anothir  succeeds  him 
he  simply  continues.  Re  installation  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  in 
our  humble  opinion." 

To  all  three  we  also  subscribe. 

64  Chapters.     Membership,  2,624.     Increase,  86, 

J.  H.  McClister,  Morristown,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  A.  Clendening,  Nashville,       -       Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS. 
Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation,  December  4th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Houston,  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank 
Nusom,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  84  Chapters 
represented.     Quebec's  Representative  present. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  issuing  dispensations 
for  the  formation  of  three  new  Chapters  and  that  three 
others  had  been  restored  to  life.  During  the  year  five 
Chapters  who  had  Charters  granted  at  the  preceding 
Grand  Convocation  had  been  duly  constituted. 

He  gave  voluminous  decisions  which  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  endorsed,  adding  the  remarks  : 

"  Some  of  the  questions  submitted  are  of  such  nature  as  constrains 
your  Committee  to  say  that  some  of  our  Companions  are  apparently 
governed  more  by  the  technicalities  of  the  law  than  by  the  equities 
of  the  case.'* 

Alas !  human   nature  is  the  same   everywhere. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  attend  the  Trien- 
nial Convocation  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  reported 
the  result  of  the  reception  at  the  latter  Body,  which  was 
extremely  friendly  and  courteous.  Correspondence  and 
memorials  are  also  published  and  then  we  find  the 
following  : 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas  deems  it  inexpedient  to 
surrender  its  own  sovereignty  as  an  independent  Masonic  Body,  and 
believes  that  the  trae  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  will  be  best 
promoted  by  adhering  to  the  action  it  has  ahready  taken  toward  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 

Companion  John  L.  Terrell  presents  his  maiden  effort 
as  a  Correspondence  reporter.  He  covers  120  pages  in  a 
very  interesting  and  creditable  report,  and  has  this  to  say 
about  it  : 

"  The  members  of  the  Guild  may  cruelly  criticize  if  they  will— 
we  have  not  written  especially  for  them." 

Now  Comp.  Terrell,  that  remark  looks  as  if  you  were 
afraid  of  the  members  of  the  Guild.  You  need  not  be, 
they  are  a  pretty  good  lot  of  fellows  taking  them   all  in 
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all,  and  not  half  so  bad  as  that  remark  would  imply. 
Our  experience  in  our  maiden  efforts  some  few  years 
ago  quite  satisfied  us  of  that.  We  think  your  effort  will 
pass  muster  all  right  although  we  do  not  agree  with  your 
^foundation,'  *trunk/  *branches*  and  other  such  simile 
ideas.  You  have  been  very  patient  over  the  knocks  your 
Grand  Chapter  has  received  for  not  rejoining  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  although  you  did  slightly  attempt  to 
balance  a  chip  on  your  shoulder  on  several  occasions. 

Regarding  the  appellations  of  "Colonel,  etc.,"  being 
found  in  Masonic  proceedings,  we  would  refer  you  to  th^ 
Mother  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  reviewed  and  assurances  of  hearty 
sympathy  tendered  for  the  double  bereavement  of  1893. 

127  Chapters.     Membership,  5,681.     Increase,  251. 


J.  K.  Stone,  Bellville, 
Geo.  Lopas,  Jr.,  Houston, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 


VERMONT. 

Seventy-seventh  Annual  Convocation,  June  15th.  1894. 

Convened  in  the  City  of  Burlington,  M.  E.  Comp.  M, 
J,  Horton,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Twenty-three 
Subordinates  were  represented.  M.  E.  Comp.  Marsh. 
O.  Perkins,  Quebec's  Representative,  was  present.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  reported  issuing  very  few  dispensa- 
tions (which  is  to  be  commended,)  made  a  few  visitations, 
and  takes  to  task  the  loose  manner  in  which  committees 
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appointed  to  investigate   the  character  and   standing  of 
petitions  for  degrees,  perform  their  duties,  and  says  : 

"  It  is  not  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  because  the  applicant  has 
been  made  a  Master  Mason  he  is  to  be  recommended  for  still 
further  advancement.  The  Lodge  Committee  may  have  been 
remiss  in  their  duty,  or  the  habits  of  the  Brother  become  impaired." 

The  Committee  on  the  address  endorsed  these  remarks 
in  the  following : 

"  If  danger  come  to  the  Masonic  institution,  it  is  more  likely  to 
come  from  within  than  without;  and  the  timely  words  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  as  to  loose  methods  of  Ck)mmittee8  in  the 
selection  of  material  for  the  Temple,  are  worthy  of  your  earnest 
consideration.    Guard  well  the  outer  door/' 

Comp.  Marsh.  O.  Perkins  presents  for  inspection 
specimens  picked  up  in  forty-two  different  quarries.  He 
is  confident  that  the  exhibit  as  a  whole  will  be  pro- 
nounced satisfactory  because  of  the  many  beautiful 
pieces  of  artistic  skill  contributed  by  acknowledged 
Masters  of  the  Royal  Art  and  he  courteously  asks  for  the 
parts  indented  by  his  own  chisel,  kind  consideration.  We 
regret  to  hear  of  his  long  illness. 

Comp.  Perkins  objects  to  the  word  "Foreign"  before 
"Correspondence"  and  says : 

'<  It  is  bad  enough  to  group  our  Canadian  cousins  and  Companions 
in  a  '*Foreign"  class,  but  to  number  one's  own  sisters  as  among  the 
foreigners  is  insufferable." 

He  thinks  as  Correspondence  Committees  have  nothing 
to  do  with  home  Correspondence  no  distinctive  word  is 
required,  but  if  any,  the  word  "  Fraternal  "  is  far  more 
expressive  and  sufficient. 
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Our  "green  mountain**  cousins  appeared  to  have  had  a 
prosperous  year,  the  majority  of  the  Chapters  reporting 
an  increase. 

26  Chapters.     Membership,  2,581.     Increase,  58. 

Myron  J.  Horton,  Poultney,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,    Grand    Secretary. 


VIRGINIA, 

Eighty-seventh   Annual  Convocation  Nov.  13th,  1894. 

Hold  en  in  the  City  of  Richmond,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  T. 
Carter,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  23  Chapters  re- 
presented.    Quebec's  representative  not  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  short 
business  document.  Issued  a  few  dispensations  and  made 
only  a  few  decisions. 

Ten  District  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  handed  in  re- 
ports for  the  several  districts,  showing  their  Chapters  to 
be  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition. 

We  note  they  pay  their  Grand  Pursuivant  ten  dollars 
for  services  at  the  session,  as  well  as  the  same  amount  to 
the  Grand  Tyler.  Regarding  the  first  named  officer,  it 
seems  to  us  as  somewhat  peculiar  that  the  duties  of  this 
office  should  require  a  monetary  consideration. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

35  Chapters.     Membership,  2,350.     Increase,  58. 

George  W.  Poe,  Richmond,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
William  B.  Isaacs,  Richmond,      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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WASHINGTON. 

Tenth  Annual  Convocation,  September  12th,  13th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Colfax,  M.  E.  Comp.  John  W. 
Bean,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.  14  Chapters  were  represented. 
Quebec's  representative  did  not  report  at  this  session. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  constituting  two 
Chapters  and  issued  a  number  of  dispensations.  He  re- 
fused a  number  of  requests  to  receive  and  ballot  for  peti- 
tions same  night,  as  he  wisely  **  does  not  believe  in  rail- 
roading Cdndidates  through." 

The  adoption  of  the  new  Ritual  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  was  lost  by  one  vote,  but  it  would  not  down,  and 
is  to  be  exemplified  next  session  for  inspection. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  covers  138  pages,  ard  is 
the  fifth  by  Comp.  Yancy  C.  Blalock,  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary. Quebec  for  1893  and  1894  is  reviewed,  and  ex- 
tracts made  from  M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers'  reports. 

We  think  Comp.  Blalock's  report  is  the  best  *'  ex- 
tracted "  one  of  the  year.  He  makes  very  few  comments, 
and  says  : 

Would  we  could  give  some  of  our  Companions  of  the  **  Guild  '*  a 
chance  to  **  talk  back  at  us  " ;  still  we  feel  it  would  not  be  of  interest 
or  benefit  to  the  Craft  In  Washington. 

18  Chapters.     Membership,  1,114.     Increase,  87. 

Horace  W.  Tyler,  Spokane,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 
Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla.  -  Grand  Secretary. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 
Twenty-fourth  Annual  Convocation,  Nov.   I2tli,    1894. 
Held  in  the  City  of  Wheeling.    M.  E.   Comp.  J.  W. 
Morris,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.     15  Subordinates  represented. 


94  WISCONSIN. 

Quebec's  representative,  R.  E.  Comp.  Hugh  Sterling,  was 
in  his  accustomed  place  as  Grand  Treasurer,  and  was 
among  the  Representatives  who  "  were  formally  received, 
welcomed  and  saluted/' 

The  Grand  High  Priest  presented  a  short  business 
address.     In  it  he  says  : 

Our  Masonic  Brotherhood  in  do  more  than  a  name,  and  an  idle 
word,  if  it  does  not  greatly  strengthen  and  make  more  active  among 
us  the  sympathies  and  interest  we  should  always  feel  in  each  other's 
welfare.  There  is  neither  Religion  nor  Masonry  in  sloth  and  inac- 
tion. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  routine. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by 
Hugh  W.  Torrence,  covering  about  90  pages,  and  is  a 
well  written  document,  although  he  does  not  give  many 
of  his  own  views.  He  writes  a  good  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  each  jurisdiction  reviewed. 
Quebec  for  1894  receives  courteous  attention,  and  the 
volume  pronounced  as  **  in  better  style  than  most  of  those 
coming  from  Foreign  Jurisdictions."  He  says: — "the 
information  is  full  and  the  printing  clearly  and  neatly 
done."  He  regrets  Comp.  Chambers*  retirement  from  the 
ranks  "which  he  has  honored  and  adorned,"  but  is  pleased 
that  he  has  been  called  to  a  higher  station. 

19  Chapters.     Membership,   1,115.     Increase,  99. 
Neil  Robinson,  Charleston,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
Odel  S.  Long,  Charleston,      -      -       Grand  Secretary. 


WISCONSIN. 
Forty-fourth  Annual  Convocation,  February  20th,  1894. 
Holden  in  the  City  of  Milwaukee,  M.  E.  Comp.   Calvert 
Spensley,  G.  H.  P.,  presiding.     60  Chapters  represented. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  W.  C.  Swain,  Quebec's  representative,  was 
present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Hif^h  Priest  is  quite  a  lengthy 
one.  He  had  quite  a  number  of  questions  submitted  for 
his  decision.  Kilbourn  Chapter  No.  i,  commemorated  their 
Semi-Centennial  by  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and 
afterwards  inviting  the  Grand  Chapter  to  a  banquet,  when 
250  invited  guests  participated  in  a  joyous  gathering. 
One  of  the  veterans  of  the  "  Guild/'  Comp.  W.  C.  Swain, 
presents  his  eleventh  report.  His  preface  is  somewhat 
blue  and  gloomy.  King  Death's  ravages  and  the  past 
year's  financial  depression  appears  to  have  produced  a 
mental  depression  on  his  opening  remarks,  which  is  not 
apparent  however  in  the  body  of  his  report.  Quebec  for 
1893  is  passed  under  review.  He  compliments  Comp. 
Chambers  on  his  energy  in  preparing  another  report  after 
his  first  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  says  *•  his  substitute 
would  well  pass  for  a  principal."  In  reply  to  Comp.  Wil- 
liams, of  Ohio,  he  says  : 

Sow  will  be  given  a  good  reason,  as  affiliation  is  the  proper  thing, 
as  we  all  admit,  for  making  a  man  a  non-affiliate  against  his  will, 
in  the  only  body  over  which  the  Grand  Chapter  has  control  ?  Why, 
because  he  does  not  pay  dues  to  a  Lodge,  shall  we  refuse  to  accept 
dues  from  him  in  the  Chapter  ? 

Comp.  Swain  says  he  has  discussed  no  new  questions 
this  year,  because  there  were  none  to  discuss,  and  adds  : 
*'  There  are,  however,  a  good  many  old  questions  still  of 
interest  which  it  will  pay  our  Companions  to  think  of." 

66  Chapters.     Membership,  5,251.     Increase,  161. 

T.  S.  Hayhurst,  Waterloo,       -      Grand   High  Priest. 
John  W,  Laflin,  Milwaukee,     -     -      Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND   CHAPTERS    NOT    REVIEWED. 


Alabama 67  1S93 

Nevada 20  189^ 

r.eneral  Grand  (Triennial),  29  [         1894 

Quebec   j  18  1894 


Totel i '196153 


I 
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U     j  472 
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CONCLUSION. 

We  annex  a  list  of  Forty-'Six  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
examined  and  reviewed*  We  regret  the  circle  of  Cis- 
Atlantic  Grand  Bodies  is  not  complete — for  Nevada, 
Alabama  and  the  General  Grand  Chapter  are  missing. 
Nevada  is  not  publishing  its  Proceedings  this  year, 
and  no  reply  has  been  received  by  us  from  the  latter  two. 
Our  Trans-Atlantic  Companions  do  not  favor  us  with 
reports  of  any  kind.     We,  evidently,  are  not  on  the  list. 

We  find  Six  Grand  Chapters  will  celebrate  their  Cen- 
tennial within  one  to  three  years  time — viz  :  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  York,  Maryland,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
and  Massachusetts  respectively. 

Verily,  Capitular  Masonry  is  becoming  quite  venerable 
and  ancient. 

This  tabulated  record  also  shows  that  according  to  the 
returns  in  the  various  Proceedings  under  review  for  the 
past  year,  the  numerical  strength  of  Capitular  Masonry 
has  received  a  net  increase  of  over  7,000. 

The  total  strength  figures  up  193,054,  to  which — if  the 
membership  of  those  Jurisdictions  whose  reports  failed 
to  reach  us  be  added  according  to  their  last  Proceedings, 
viz : — Alabama,  Nevada,  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
also  add  our  own  Jurisdiction,  Quebec,  the  total  member- 
ship on  this  Continent  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  will  total 
1961153.  It  has  been  somewhat  difficult  to  calculate  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  some  Jurisdictions,  as  reports  of  the 
Secretaries  are  not  very  explicit ;  but  we  have  endeavored 
to  make  it  as  correct  as  possible. 
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On  reviewing  the  various  Jurisdictions  our  attention 
has  been  arrested  by  the  following  points  : — That  the 
presiding  officers  have,  in  the  large  majority  of  cases, 
presented  purely  business  reports,  dissertations  on 
Masonry  full  of  platitudes,  and  insipid  truisms  being 
almost  the  exception.  "The  stepping  stone"  cry  is  appar- 
ently vanishing,  the  Chapters  are  evidently  paying  more 
attention  to  their  work,  thus  making  the  degrees  and  meet- 
ings more  attractive.  Fewer  dispensations  arc  being  issued 
to  "cyclone"  candidates  through,  in  order  to  qualify  for  the 
chivalric  degrees.  Cerneauism  is  also  on  the  wane.  The 
Ritual  tinker  is  very  much  in  evidence  in  the  majority 
of  Jurisdictions,  and  the  unfortunate  Past  Masters'  degree 
is  being  thumped  unmercifully.  Physical  qualification  is 
still  to  the  fore  and  a  big  bone  of  contention. 

The  Dependent  or  Compulsory  Membership  idea  we 
likewise  notice  is  still  kicking  vigorously  in  some  quarters. 
We  cannot  help  thinking  too  much  legislation  and  worry 
is  being  expended  over  it  for  very  little  results.  Our 
experience  has  been  that  the  brightest  and  most  active 
Royal  Arch  Masons  are  also  the  most  interested  in  the 
Blue.  We  are  sure  that,  like  "  Lot  "  of  ancient  fame,  who 
searched  for  ten  men,  that  we  could  not  find  ten  Active 
Capitular  Masons  in  this  Jurisdiction  who  are  not  also 
members  of  some  Lodge,  and  we  doubt  not  this  is  true 
of  the  majority  of  Jurisdictions. 

Regarding  the  new  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  we 
have  already  given  our  reasons  (see  Ohio)  for  considering 
that  it  has  not  been  regularly  and  properly  formed.  A 
number  of  Chapters  to  meet  and  form  a  Grand  Body, 
and  refuse  to  allow  other  Chapters  in  the  same  Province 
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to  have  a  voice  in  its  creation,  is  not  the  correct  or  legal 
way  to  form  a  Grand  Chapter  that  should  be  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  Jurisdiction,  or  that  should  have  supreme 
control.  The  Victoria  Grand  Chapter  should  be  the  re- 
presentative head  of  all  the  Capitular  Bodies  in  that 
Province,  and  not  an  adjunct  to  a  Grand  Lodge.  Such' 
we  gather  is  the  position  of  this  latest  applicant  for 
Cn    itular  recognition. 

'Vjth  reference  to  the  Canadian  Chapters  in  that 
country,  application  was  made  to  "Quebec"  by  a  number  of 
our  Australian  Brethren  for  a  Charter  in  1885,  but  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  courteously  declined  going  out- 
side of  her  "  Province."  Later,  **  Canada  "  (Ontario) 
acceded  to  the  request,  and  warranted  several  Charters 
in  Victoria.  The  advisability  of  the  issuing  of  fresh 
warrants  by  Canada  while  an  attempt,  even  if  irregular, 
was  being  made  to  form  a  Supreme  Governing  Body  in 
Victoria,  we  do  not  discuss,  as  so  far,  we  are  not  in 
possession  of  *'  Canada's "  reasons  for  so  doing.  We 
trust  they  are  good  and  satisfactory. 

We  have  endeavored  to  place  before  our  Companions 
a  report  of  the  position  and  doings  of  Royal  Arch  Mason- 
ry in  the  several  Jurisdictions  in  as  intelligent  a  manner 
as  possible.     We  hope  it   may  prove  interesting  to  them. 


a3^       =* 
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M.  E.  Comp.  J.  BoTHWBLL  Tresidder,  Montreal,  Grand  Z. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E. 


MONTREAL: 

C.    R.    CORNEIL.    PRINTER,    6S0    CRAIG    STREET, 
1899- 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch 
Masons  of  Quebec,  will  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Montreal,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th 
day  of  January,  A.D.  1897— A.I.  2427. 


PROCEEDINQS 


OF  THE 


\ui  |l\ajteii  of  |opI  Jrclt  jjpsoits 


OF    Q^TJEBEO. 


The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  assembled  in  Nineteenth  Annual  Grand  Con- 
vocation in  the  Chapter  Hall  in  the  Montreal  Temple, 
in  the  City  of  Montreal  at  three  o'clock,  on  Tuesday, 
the  28th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1896,  A.  I.  2426. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  •*       J.  B.  Tresidder •»  H. 

"  "       B.  TOOKE "  J. 

M.  E.  *•       A.D.Nelson ••  Treasurer. 

«'  "       W1LL.H.WHYTE 4 *«  ScribeE. 

R.  E.  «*       W.T.Anderson  "         **      N. 

V.  E.  •*      James  Kllis       as  ••  Principal  Sojourner 

"  "       R.  DoHERTY **  Assistant        *« 

«*  "       G.S.Walsh  **  Junior  " 

**  **       John  Moore  ., «•  Pursuivant. 

•«  •*      John  Wilson •*  Janitor. 
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GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  DISTRICTS: 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  A.  Miller   Montreal  District. 

**     *'       **        Henry  Griffith Stadacona  District. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stbarns Past  Grand  Z. 

»*        •*        Frank  Edgar *'  **      ** 

**        *•       John  P.  Noyes "  **      *' 

»'        "        Will  II.  Whyte *•  **      " 

**        *•        David  Seath *«  **      *• 

•*        *»        A.  D.  Nelson  *•  •*       ** 

R.  E.      «*        H.  E.Channell ••  ••      H. 

»•        **        Hob  ART  Butler ••  **     J. 

•*        **        W.M  LeMessurier **  •«  Supt. 

*•        ••       John  McLean    •«  **       «* 

'«        "        Geo.  O.  Stanton *•  «*      «* 

••        »*        A.  R   Eraser **  «*       •* 

«*        *'        H.  S.  Couper **  •«       •* 

**         ••         Geo.  W.  LovEjoY **  •*  Scribe  N. 

A.  D.  Stevens,  M.I) «*  •*       ** 

•«         **         W.  E.  COOI'ER »•  **       •» 

••        •*        Joseph  Luttrell *»  *«       •• 

C.  P.  O'Connor *•  *«  Prin.  Soj. 

•*        *•        Henry  Dunne ••  *•     *'      •• 

••  *«  E.  HlGGIN bottom «*  *«      •*        '* 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

California M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Edgar. 

Canada '*  •»  Will  H.  Whyte. 

Delaware R.  E.  «•  Henry  Dunne 

District  of  Columbia   "  ««  G.  A.  Miller. 

Georgia   V.   E.  **  Fred.  Massey. 

Illinois M.  £.  **  A.  D.   Nelson. 

Iowa R.  E.  **  John  McLean. 

Massachusetts M.  E.  «*  J.  B.  Tresiddcr. 

Minnesota **  •*  John  P.  Noyes. 

Missouri ...K.  E.  **  W.  M.  LeMessurier. 

New  Brunswick •*  **  A.  R.  Eraser. 

New  Hampshire M.  E.  **  I.  H.  Stearns. 

New  Jersey   •*  •*  David  Seath. 

Nova  Scotia R.  E.  "  Henry  Griffith. 

Ohio M.  E.  •«  E.  T.  D.  Chambers. 

Oregon R.  E.  *«  Hobart  Butler. 

Rhode  Island •«  ••  H.  E.Channell. 

South  Carolma •*  *•  H.  S.  Couper. 

Texas «•  «*  Geo.  O.   Stanton. 

West  Virginia »*  **  A.  I).  Stevens, M.D. 

Wisconsin , , ,     **  «*  H.Leroy  Fuller/* 
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The  Committee   on   Credentials  reported   a   constitu- 

tional number  of  Chapters  present  and  entitled  to  repre- 

sentation, and  the  following  Companions  registered  and 

named  as  their  representatives  : 

REPRESENTATIVES : 

Golden  Rule,  Chapter  No.  i. 

Mount  Horeb,  Chapter  No.  6. 

H.  E.  Channell . . P.  Z.  dr-  P.  G.  H. 

J.  H.  Lalonde....Z. 
M.  B.  White.... H. 

J.Gordon  Reid...J. 

Stadacona,  Chapter  No.  2. 

H.  S.  Couper.. .  .P.Z.dnP.G.Supt. 
J.  P.  Griffin P.Z.A-P.G.  P. 

James  EUi Z.  6*  P.  G.  P. 

E.T.D.Chambcrs.P.Z.  dn  Grand Z. 

E.  Higginbottom.P.Z.dr'P.G.P.S. 
Henry  Dunne P.Z.  &*  P.G.P.S. 

Henry  Griffith..     P.Z.  6*  G.  Supt. 

Montreal,  Chapter  No.  7. 

W.M.LeMessurier.Z.  dr*  P.  G.  Supt. 

Prevost,  Chapter  No.  3. 

John  Moore H.  dr*  G.  P. 

John  McLean  ...  P.Z  6»P.G.Supt. 

Robert  Doherty .  .Z.  dr-  G.  A  S. 

G.  0.  Stanton... P.Z.dr-P.G. Supt. 

T.  G.  Sykcs J. 

Joseph  Luttrell. . .  P.  Z.  dr*  G.  S.  N. 

A.  D.  Stevens. . .  .RZ.<Sr*P  G.S.N. 

Rev.  T.  B.  Pyke..P.  J. 

H.  Lcroy  Fuller..P.Z<&'P.G.A.S. 

Royal  Albert,  Chapter  No.  8. 

B.  Tooke Z.  dr-G.J. 

Dorchester,  Chapter  No.  4. 

E.  W.  Wilson.... J. 

A.  D.  Nelson. ...  P.  Z.  dr*  P.  G   Z. 

J.Bruce  Payne... H. 

F.  Edgar P.  Z.  dr*  P.  G.  Z. 

W.  R.  Peters....P.Z.  A-P.G.S. 

I.  H.  Stearns . . . .  P.  Z.  «&•  P.  G.  Z. 

Jno.  P.  Noyes.. . .  P.  Z.  <Sr*  P.  G.  Z. 

A.  R.  Eraser P.Z.dr*P.G.Supt 

G.  A.  Miller P.  Z.  dr- G.  Supt 

•  Chas   W.  Hagar..P.  J. 

Carnarvon,  Chapter  No  5. 

C.  F.Dawson.... P.  H. 

H.  W.  Atwaier..P.  H. 

J.  T.  Gladston....Z. 

I.  H.  Stearns,... P.Z.  6-P.G.Z. 

Bedford,  Chapter  No.  ro. 

Will.  H.  Whyte..P.  Z.  6-  P.  G.  Z. 

Geo.  S.  Walsh... Z.  6*  G.  [.  S. 

David  Seath P.  Z.  dr*  P.  G.  Z. 

Hobart  Butler.  .  .P.  Z  dr-  P.  G.  J. 

F.  Edgar P.  Z.  6*P.  G.Z. 

J.  B.  Tresidder. . .  P.  Z.  dr*  G.  H. 

Shawenbgam,  Chapter  No.  ii. 

C.  P.  O'Connor.. PZ.dr-P.G.P.S. 

W.  Wallace J. 

W.  T.  Anderson..  P.  Z.6*P. G.S.N. 

David  Seath P.  Z.  dn  P.  G.  Z. 

W.  E.  Cooper.... P.G.dr-P.G.S.N. 

I.  H.  Stearns . . . .  P.  Z.  dr-  P.  G.  Z. 

George  C.  Bown.P.  Z. 

F.  Massey P.  Z.  dr*  P.  G  S. 

Mount  Sutton,  Chapter  No.  12 

E.  W.  T.  Raddon.P.  Z. 

Wm.  Macfarlane.Z. 

C.J.  Williams...  P.  H. 

John  P.  Noyes. . .  P.  Z.  6*  P.  G.  Z. 

W.  H.  O'Regan . .  P  Z.  dr-P.G.  A.  S . 

6  PtioCEZDivGs  ot  ritt 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  thus 
represented,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample 
form. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  read  the  notice  calling  the 
meeting  of  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
from  Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  for  the  government 
of  Grand  Chapter  during  the  Session. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  when  it  was 
moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  seconded  by  V. 
E.  Comp.  W.  H.  O' Regan,  and  carried:  "That  the 
Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation  having  been 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  Members  of  Grand 
Chapter,  be  taken  as  read  and  that  the  same  be  now 
declared  confirmed." 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  granted  permission  for  the 
admission  as  visitors,  during  the  Session  of  Grand 
Chapter,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following 
Companions  expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be 
present  at  this  Convocation,  through  unavoidable  cir- 
cumstances or  illness,  viz. :  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Graham, 
P.  G.  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  O.  Tyler,  P.  G.  H.,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Charles  Knowles,  P.  G.  H.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Walters, 
P.  G.  Supt.,  V.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Sjolander,  Grand 
Steward,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Williams. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  address 
as  follows : — 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  GRAND  Z. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  : 

Most  Excellent,  Right  Excellent,  Very  Excellent  and 
Excellent  Companions  : 

In  welcoming  you  to  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  whither  you 
have  come  up  from  all  parts  of  our  Jurisdiction  to  confer 
respecting  the  progress  and  prospects  of  the  Royal  Craft, 
I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  excellence  and  the 
comfort  of  the  accommodation  that  we  this  day  enjoy. 
This  magnificent  Temple  in  which  we  have  assembled  is 
an  honor  to  Masonry  and  to  Montreal,  and  I  shall  never 
fail  to  remember  with  pride  and  pleasure  that  it  has 
fallen  to  my  lot  to  preside  at  the  first  Annual  Convo- 
cation of  a  Grand  Masonic  Body  held  within  its  walls. 
Long  may  this  splendid  structure  endure,  and  may  it 
prove  a  centre  of  ever  widening  usefulness  and  influence 
for  good,  in  the  enlightened  and  progressive  community 
in  whose  beautiful  city  it  occupies  so  conspicuous  a  place ! 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  place  before  you  a  report  of 
my  official  acts  since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  addressing 
you  Irom  this  chair.  But  I  should  wrongly  interpret 
your  feelings  and  do  violence  to  my  own,  did  I  not  pause 
before  entering  upon  the  active  business  of  this  Convo- 
cation, to  attempt  to  give  utterance  to  that  gratitude, 
which,  though  at  all  times,  due  from  man  to  his  merciful 
Creator,  seems  to  be  more  specially  called  forth  by  such 
occasions  as  the  present,  when  we  realize  that  a  kind 
Providence  has  brought  us  safely  through  the  perils  and 
dangers  of  another  year. 
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Peace  and  prosperity  have  prevailed  throughout  our 
Jurisdiction  since  our  last  Annual  Convocation.  It  has 
occurred  to  many  of  us,  I  have  no  doubt,  within  the  last 
few  weeks,  that  we  have  unconsciously  acquired  the  habit 
of  speaking  of  peace, — national  and  international  as  well 
as  Masonic  peace, — as  a  matter-of-fact  commodity  for 
which  no  special  gratitude  is  due.  May  the  lessons  of 
the  past  month  not  be  thrown  away  upon  us,  and  may 
our  thankfulness  for  present  and  prospective  peace  go 
out  from  full  and  grateful  hearts,  to  Him  who  alone  can 
still  the  storms  of  human  passion  and  the  murmurs  of 
self-will,  and  whose  blessing  has  so  rested  upon  the 
mighty  Empire  of  which  we  are  proud  to  form  a  part,  that 
there  are  no  terrors  for  her  in  national  isolation,  nor  yet 
in  studied  affronts,  whether  intended  to  cater  to  the 
prejudices  of  a  hostile  democracy  upon  one  continent,  or 
to  feed  the  warlike  passions  of  vain-glorious  legions  upon 
another. 

The  peace  of  Masonry  has  not  been  threatened  either 
at  home  or  abroad.  Of  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
the  Royal  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction  it  is  my  privilege  to 
speak  to  you,  and  this  I  can  do  largely  from  personal 
observation. 

OFFICIAL   VISITS. 

It  had  been  my  hope  and  my  intention  to  have 
visited  every  Chapter  of  our  Jurisdiction.  Sickness 
and  sore  bereavement,  amongst  other  causes,  prevented 
me  from  attending  some  of  the  Chapters  in  this  city. 
All  outside  of  Montreal  in  this  Jurisdiction  have  been 
visited  by  me  during  my  term  of  office.  Accompanied  by 
?     M.  Ex.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  P.  G.  Z.  and  G.  S.  E.,  and 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  Grand  H.  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  I  visited  Prevost  Chapter,  Dunham,  on  the  25th 
October  last,  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  at  Sutton,  on  the  26th 
October,  and  Bedford  Chapter  at  Bedford,  on  the  28th 
of  the  same  month.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  David  Seath,  P.  G.  Z. 
also  accompanied  us  to  Prevost  Chapter,  while  at  Mount 
Sutton  I  was  proud  to  find  myself  in  the  midst  of  no  less 
than  ten  to  twelve  distinguished  members  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  of  the  various  Chapters  in  Montreal.  This 
was  upon  the  occasion  of  the 

CONSECRATION  OF  THE  NEW  CHAPTER. 

— our  youngest,  and  not  the  least  by  any  means,  of  our 
most  promising  Constituent  Bodies.  There  was  a  very 
large  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  new  Chapter  and 
of  its  nearest  neighbors,  as  well  as  of  Companions  from 
Montreal,  and  the  ceremony  of  Consecration  and  Dedi- 
cation was  marked  by  appropriate  solemnity  and  was 
certainly  not  lacking  in  dignity  and  impressiveness. 
Mount  Sutton  Chapter  is  fairly  launched  upon  a  career 
of  very  promising  usefulness  under  competent,  painstak- 
ing and  enthusiastic  officers.  I  predict  for  it  a  prosperous 
future.  The  work  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  witnessed 
in  it  on  the  occasion  of  our  visit  is  equal  to  the  best  that 
I  have  ever  seen. 

The  warmth  of  the  welcome  extended  to  the  visiting 
officers  and  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  the 
generous  hospitality  of  which  we  were  the  recipients  was 
a  pleasing  incident  of  our  experience  with  the  Eastern 
Townships  Chapters  and  more  than  repaid  us  for  the 
inconvenient  delays  and  difficult  connections  of  a  most 
defective  system  of  railway  arrangements.     A  particularly 
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pleasant  feature  of  the  refreshment  which  followed  labor 
in  Bedford  Chapter,  was  the  presence  of  the  wives  and 
other  lady  friends  of  our  Bedford  Companions  at  the 
banquet  at  which  we  were  honored  guests.  The  practice 
is  well  worthy  of  wide  imitation  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
benefit  to  Masonry. 

PROGRESS  AT  HOME. 
Ten  out  of  the  eleven  Chapters  have  made  new 
members  during  the  past  year,  the  number  of  these 
exceeding  those  of  either  of  the  preceding  five  years. 
The  additions  in  1890  were  twenty-one,  in  189 1  twenty- 
five,  in  1892  twenty-nine,  in  1893  forty-seven,  in  1894 
forty-two.  In  1895  there  were  fifty-nine  exaltations 
in  our  Chapters.  As  the  Montreal  Chapters  alone  have 
added  nearly  thirty  new  members,  it  is  reasonable  to  infer 
that  the  new  quarters  in  the  Temple  have  had  something 
to  do  with  the  improvement  in  our  membership.  And 
the  passage  through  this  city  last  summer  of  so  many  of 
the  Knights  Templar  on  their  way  to  the  Boston  Trien- 
nial was  probably  not  without  its  influence  upon  Master 
Masons  in  search  of  further  Masonic  light.  Unfortunately, 
against  the  gross  increase  of  59,  we  have  had  44  resig- 
nations, suspension  and  deaths,  leaving  a  net  gain  over 
hst  year  in  membership  of  15,  by  no  means  a  bad 
showing;  in  view  of  the  influences  that  constantly 
militate  against  Masonry  in  Quebec  and  the  depressing 
influences  of  another  bad  business  year. 

AT  REST. 

While  it  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  that  I  am 
enabled  to  report  an  unbroken  chain  of  Grand  Chapter 
officers  during  the  year  that  has  lately  closed,  we  have  to 
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mourn  the  loss  by  death  of  five  members  of  Subordinate 
Chapters:  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  B.  Greaves  of  Mount  Horeb, 
Montreal,  a  Past  G.  S.  N.  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and 
Companions  G.  J.  Chillas  of  Golden  Rule,  Sherbrooke  ; 
G.  B.  Lawrence  of  Stadacona,  Quebec  ;  Geo.  Acton  ot 
Mount  Horeb.  and  J.  C.  Crathern  of  Royal  Albert, 
Montreal.  We  also  mourn  the  loss  of  a  Past  Grand 
Scribe  N.  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  R.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  W. 
Bowen,  of  Golden  Rule  Chapter,  Sherbrooke,  whose  death 
occurred  quite  recently  and  since  receipt  of  the  returns 
of  the  Chapters.  The  deaths  have  also  been  reported 
to  the  G.  S.  E.  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  B.  Isaacs  of  Virginia, 
one  of  the  oldest  Grand  Secretaries  and  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
R.  O.  Hickman,  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  first  ruler  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Montana,  Thos.  Davidson,  P.  G.  H.  P., 
Delaware  ;  Jacob  H.  Bellinger,  Gr.  Treas.  and  P.  G.  H.  P., 
Washington  ;  Franklin  Rex,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  West  Virginia  ; 
Michael  Shoemaker,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Michigan  :  Z.  Ellis 
Coombcs,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  Texas  ;  C.  V.  S.  Levy,  P.  G.  H.  P., 
Maryland  ;  Rees  Gibbon  Williams,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  New 
York.  Five  weeks  ago  to-day  I  knelt  by  the  bedside  of 
a  beloved  son  who  had  but  a  few  days  before  completed 
his  twenty-first  year.  I  endured  the  indescribable  pang 
of  watching  the  gradual  yielding  up  of  the  soul  of  our 
dear  child  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  Most  deeply  there- 
fore can  I,  and  do  I  sympathize  with  those  who  have 
been  bereaved,  and  from  the  membership  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  will  go  out,  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  an  earnest 
expression  of  sorrow  for  their  loss  and  of  hope  that  the 
God  of  Comfort  may  be  their  solace.  Our  loyalty  to  our 
beloved  Queen  and  our  sympathy  with  her  recently 
bereaved  daughter  prompts  us,  too,  to  an  expression  of 
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our  grief  at  the  sorrow  that  has   stricken    them    in    the 
death  of  the  late  Prince  Henry  of  Battenburg. 

OFFICIAL     ACTIONS. 

My  official  actions  have  not  been  very  many.  The 
new  by-laws  of  Montreal  Chapter  have  been  approved, 
and  so  have  changes  in  those  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter. 

I  have  issued  five  dispensations ;  three  for  the 
installation  of  Principals  not  qualified  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  two  to  elect  and  install  officers  at 
special  Convocations,  the  regular  meetings  having  been 
prevented  by  unforeseen  circumstances. 

Permission  has  been  granted  Carleton  Chapter  of 
Ottawa  through  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  on  three 
different  occasions  during  the  year,  to  accept  material 
from  this  Jurisdiction.  I  repeat  the  expression  of  a  hope 
which  was  voiced  in  my  address  of  last  year,  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  District  of  Ottawa  may 
possess  a  Chapter  of  our  obedience. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  issued  a  circular  letter  to 
Chapters  and  Grand  Superintendents  soon  after  our  last 
Annual  Convocation,  directing  their  attention  to  certain 
resolutions  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  informing  them  of  my 
desire  that  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  report 
at  this  Annual  Grand  Convocation  upon  the  manner  of 
their  observance  by  the  s^everal  Chapters  in  their 
respective  Districts. 

An  application  was  received  by  me  in  December 
from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  for  waiver  of 
Jurisdiction  over  a  Master  Mason  having  membership  in 
a  Montreal  Lodge  and  being  himself  a  resident  in  this 
city.  This  I  believed  it  to  be  my  duty  to  decline  and 
acted  accordingly. 
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I  regret  having  been  compelled  by  more  pres  sing 
engagements  to  decline  an  invitation  to  attend  the 
Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  more  so  in  view  of  pleasant  memories  of  my  partici- 
pation with  the  Craftsmen  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Centennial  of  their  Grand  Lodge. 

I  have  had  much  pleasure  in  recommending  the 
name  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Massachusetts  as  a  Representative  of  that 
Grand  Chapter  near  our  own,  and  I  understand  that  the 
commission  has  issued  to  pur  distinguished  Companion 
in  consequence. 

Dorchester  Chapter  has  removed  from  Waterloo  to 
Granby,  and  in  that  enterprising  and  progressive  centre 
I  trust  that  a  new  sphere  of  success  and  usefulness  is 
open  to  it. 

DECISIONS. 

I  have  been  called  upon  for  very  few  decisions 
during  the  year,  and  these  could  almbst  all  have  been 
answered  by  reference  to  our  book  of  Constitution.  As 
none  of  them  include  any  novelty,  I  deem  it  unnecessary 
to  occupy  time  and  space  by  quoting  them  at  length. 
Briefly  I  held  : 

1st.  That  regularly  made  charges  of  un-Masonic 
conduct  should  be  immediately  proceeded  with  and  not 
permitted  to  hang  over  the  head  of  an  accused. 

2nd.  That  life  members  are  subject  to  the  same 
discipline  as  ordinary  members. 

3rd.  That  evidence  taken  before  a  Lodge  in  a  charge 
similfir  to  that  laid  before  a  Chapter,  is  not  available  for 
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use  in  the  Chapter  trial,  when  the  same  is  obtainable 
direct  by  the  Commissioners  who  must  be  appointed  by 
the  Chapter  to  receive  it. 

4th.  That  the  laying  of  charges  in  no  way  affects  the 
standing  of  a  member  of  a  Chapter,  prior  to  their 
hearing,  except  in  so  far  as  it  precludes  him  from 
obtaining  a  demit. 

THANKS. 

And  now,  Companions,  ere  I  step  down  from  the 
high  official  station  in  which  your  kindness  placed  me 
two  years  ago,  I  thank  you  one  and  all  from  the  bottom 
of  my  heart  for  the  generosity  that  then  prompted  your 
action,  for  continued  kindness  and  unvarying  courtesy  at 
all  times  shown  me  by  the  Companions  of  the  Royal 
Arch.  I  have  tried  hard  to  be  equal  to  the  responsibilities 
that  high  Masonic  office  implies.  If  I  have  disappointed 
your  expectations  or  erred  in  my  official  actions  or 
decisions  or  labors  on  behalf  of  Capitular  Masonry,  I  beg 
you  to  believe  that  I  have  erred  innocently.  My  prede- 
cessors in  this  chair  and  all  the  officers  of  Grand 
Chapter  have  my  gratitude  for  assistance  fully  and  freely 
given  me,  and  particularly  do  I  thank  our  G.  S.  E.,  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  for  generous  aid,  and  for  his 
splendid  efforts  undertaken  at  my  request  in  the  laborious 
field  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

CONCLUSION. 

Soon  now.  Companions,  we  shall  return  to  the 
quarries  of  our  daily  avocations,  to  struggle  amid  the  ruins 
of  former  greatness  in  the  shape  of  a  God-created  but 
fallen  humanity,  and  in  the   uncertain    light  of  human 
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knowledge,  for  the  attainment  of  that  perfect  light  and 
knowledge  of  the  Truth  that  were  in  the  beginning,  when 
the  Lord  God  held  face  to  face  converse  with  man  in 
Eden.  Here  we  have  no  abiding  city,  but  are  simply 
sojourners  as  all  our  fathers  were,  looking  towards  the 
•cit)r  that  lieth  four-square,  the  city  without  foundations, 
whose  Builder  and  Maker  is  God.  Let  us  work  while  it 
is  to-day.  A  few  more  years  at  the  most  and  we  shall  be 
divested  of  our  implements  of  labor  and  summoned 
within  the  veil  to  present  for  the  examination  of  the 
Grand  Master  Overseer  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  work 
hewn  by  us  here,  together  with  that  Signet  of  Truth  by 
which  we  are  sealed  until  the  day  of  our  redemption. 
And  may  there  be  given  to  you  and  to  me,  in  that  day, 
in  the  words  of  our  patron  Saint  :  "A  white  stone,  and 
in  the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth, 
saving  he  that  receiveth  it." 

I  know  of  no  words  in  which  I  may  more  appropriately 
bid  you  an  official  farewell  than  those  in  which  an 
American  poet,  to  quote  the  Grand  Master  of  Minnesota, 
'*has  sung  the  sermon  of  the  nautilus  and  its  shell  to  his 
own  spiritual  nature"  : — 

**  Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  O  my  soul, 
As  the  swift  seasons  roll. 
Leave  the  low-vaulted  past, 
Let  each  new  temple,  grander  than  the  last, 
Shut  thee  from  heaven  by  a  dome  more  vast, 
Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 
Leaving  thine  unknown  shell  on  Time's  unresting  sea." 

E.  T.  D.  CHAMBERS, 

Grand  Z^ 
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Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steams,   seconded   by 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  Noyes,  and  carried  : — 

That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.   be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee  to  report  at  this  Session. 


The  Grand    Superintendents   of  Districts  then    pre- 
sented their  reports. 


MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 

To  t/u  Most  Excellent  Grand  Coutuily  Officers  and  Com- 
panions  of  t/ie  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec  : 

As  Grand  Superintendent  of  Montreal  District  I  have  the  honor 
of  submitting  the  following  report:— 

I  have  been  able  to  comply  with  at  least  the  letter  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  Grand  Chapter,  inasmuch  as  I  have  visited  all 
the  Chapters  in  the  District  at  least  once  during  the  year,  and  my 
only  regret  is  that  I  was  unable  to  meet  with  the  Companions  more 
frequently,  as  the  good  work  I  know  them  to  be  doing  was  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  all  who  love  the  Roval  Craft.  In  regard  to  the 
furtliei  recommendation  in  reference  to  the  reading  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  Grand  Chapter  in  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  I  think  if  it 
were  possible  to  place  the  printed  Procee<ling8  of  the  Annual  Con- 
vocation in  the  hands  of  the  principals  at  an  earlier  date  than  is 
usually  done,  more  interest  would  be  taken  by  the  Companions 
generally  in  hearing  them  read. 

My  duties  this  vear  have  been  of  the  simplest  character  I  have 
not  heen  called  on  to  grant  any  dispensations;  no  complaints  of 
any  kind  have  been  brought  before  me,  and  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  throughout  the  District. 

The  several  Chapters  continue  to  meet  on  the  same  dates  as 
published  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  Montreal,  No.  7,  which 
now  meets  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month,  except  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August-    The  Officers  have  been  zealoug 
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and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  the  work  has  been 
exemplified  in  a  manner  that  must  have  impressed  the  candidates 
with  the  beautiful  lessons  taught  in  our  Ritual.  But  while  the 
Officers  have  been  punctual  in  their  attendance,  the  same  cannot 
be  said  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  Companions,  more  especially 
among  the  younger  members,  the  meetings  being  composed  very 
largely  of  Companions  of  many  years  standing,  who,  the  older  they 
grow,  and  the  more  they  see  of  the  workings  of  our  Order,  the  more 
zealous  they  are  in  endeavoring  to  promote  its  welfare  and  success. 
If  the  Officers  would  invite  the  younger  members  occasionally  to 
visit  other  Chapters  with  them,  it  might  possibly  tend  to  deepen 
the  impression  made  at  the  time  they  receive  the  degrees,  and 
keep  alive  their  interest  in  the  work. 

The  membership  in  this  District  will,  I  believe,  show  a  substan- 
tial increase  over  that  of  last  year.  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  partly 
owing  to  a  noteworthy  event  that  occurred  in  May  last.  I  refer  to 
the  taking  possession,  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  this  City,  of 
their  new  and  beautiful  home  on  Dorchester  Street,  provided  by 
the  Montreal  Temple  Company.  Three  Chapters  now  meet  in  the 
commodious  room  provided  for  the  Royal  Arch,  and  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  before  the  lapse  of  another  year,  all  the 
Chapters  in  this  District  will  meet  under  the  one  roof.  I  quite 
agree,  however,  with  former  Superintendents  who  think  more  might 
be  done  by  the  Companions  individually  in  extending  the  member- 
ship, and  I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  to  the  Companions,  as 
opportunity  offered,  that  they  should  not  hide  their  light  under  a 
bushel,  but  let  it  so  shine  before  our  Brethren  in  Craft  Masonry  as 
to  inspire  them  with  a  desire  to  participate  with  us  in  the  privileges 
of  our  Order. 

We  have  to  mourn  the  removal  from  our  midst,  by  death,  of 
R.  £.  Companion  C.  B.  Greaves,  a  prominent  and  active  member 
of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  and  of  Companion  J.  C.  Crathem,  of 
Royal  Albert  Chapter. 

During  the  year  I  had  the  privilege  of  visitinc:  Mount  Sutton 
Chapter,  Eastern  Townships  District,  with  the  M.  £.  the  Grand  Z., 
and  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers,  and  of  assisting  in  the  dedication 
of  that  Chapter.  We  afterwards  witnessed  an  exemplification,  by 
its  Officers,  of  the  work  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  worthy  of  the 
oldest  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction.    I  also  had  the  pleasure  of 

B 

. . 
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\     visiting  Stadacona  Chapter  in  Qaebec,  where  I  was  received  in  the 
}     truly  Fraternal  manner  so  conspicious  among  the   Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Companions  for  the  consideration 
extended  to  me  on  every  occasion,  and  for  the  loyal   and  fraternal 
manner  in  which  my  official  visits  were  received. 
Respectfally  sabmitted, 

G.  A.  MILLER. 
Grand  Superintendent,  Montreal  District, 

Montreal,  15th  January,  1896. 


/ 


EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS  DISTRICT. 


J      To  the   Most  Excellent  the    Grand  Council,  Officers  aftd 
*  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 

!I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District,  since 
i     the  last  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

\  Capitular  Masoury  is  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition  in  this  dis- 
"  trict,  no  complaint  or  irregularity  has  been  referred  to  me. 
\  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  healthy  and  flourishing  condition  of 
\  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12,  starting  in  January  last  with  sixteen 
\  Charter  Members,  they  have  added  eight  new  Members  during  the 
<«  year.  They  have  also  acquired  regalia,  robes  and  all  necessary 
\     furniture,  and  all  paid. 

On  the  second  day  of  October  last  I  granted  a  dispensation  to 
Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4,  to  open  that  Chapter  at  Granby,  Que., 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  on  certain 
Brethren  residing  there. 

At  a  regular  Convocation  of  Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4  on  the  14th 
February  last,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  remove  Dorchester  Chap- 
ter from  Waterloo,  Que-,  to  Granby,  Que.,  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
\  it  being  considered  by  the  Companions  that  it  was  for  the  best  in- 
■;  terests  of  the  Chapter  and  Capitular  Masoury  to  make  this  move. 
^  On  the  30th  December  last  I  granted  a  dispensation  for  the  re- 
i  moval  of  Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4  from  Waterloo  to  Granby,  Que., 
\  for  a  period  of  four  years,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed 
\      by  the  Companions  of  that  Cnapter. 


^^  *-. .« . 
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I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  removal  by  death  on  the  3rd  inst.,  ^ 

of  R.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  W.  Bowen,  Past  Z.  of  Golden  Rule  Chapter  ♦ 

No.  1,  and  Past  Grand  Scribe  N.  of  Grand  Chapter,  also  the  death  ) 

i    of  Comp-  George  J.  Chillas,  a  Member  of  Golden  Rule  Chapter.  :, 

i  f 

I        In  conclusion,  1  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Officers  j. 

and  Companions  of  this  District  for  the  courtesy  and  acts  of  kind-  * 

ness  shown  me  during  the  year.  J 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  DAVIDSON,  . 

Grand  Superintendent  Eastern   Townships  District,  I 


Sherbrooke,  January  16th,  1896.  \ 


y  STADACONA  DISTRICT. 

}  To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com-- 
panions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report,  as  Grand  Superintendent 
for  Btadacoua  District.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to 
state  to  this  Grand  Body  that  new  life  seems  to  have  taken  hold  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  this  District,  during  the  past  year.  I  have 
visited  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2  twice  officially  during  the  past 
year,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  work  done  by  the  Officers  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner.  I  installed  the  officers  of  said  Chapter 
on  the  6th  January  by  dispensation,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing an  official  visit  on  the  same  evening  from  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  Z,  who  witnessed  the  conferring  of  the  Mark  Degree  on 
two  candidates.  The  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  complimented 
the  Officers  and  Companions  for  having  performed  iheir  work  in 
such  a  very  efficient  manner.  This  Chapter  has  a  membership  of 
37  on  its  roll,  and  are  financially  in  a  good  position  Their  books 
are  kept  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 

In  October  last  I  visited  Shawenegam  Chapter  No.  11,  at  Three 
Rivers,  accompanied  by  Ex  Companion' Ellis,  of  Stadacona  Chapter 
where  we  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Mark  Degree  conferred  on 
two  candidates,  by  the  Officers  of  said  Chapter.    I  fully  intended 
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being  present  at  the  installation  of  the  officers  of  this  Chapter,  but 
through  unavoidable  circumstances  could  not  attend.  The  installa- 
tion ceremony  was  performed  by  R.  ex-Comp.  Williams,  and  ably 
assisted  by  the  Officers  of  his  Chapter,  also  by  Ex-Comp.  James 
Ellis,  of  Stadacona  Chapter,  to  whom  my  sincere  thanks  are  due  for 
so  ably  assisting  me  on  former  occasions.  Shawenegam  Chapter  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  neatness  and  convenience  of  their 
Chapter  Rooms,  which  has  been  recently  refitted  at  considerable 
expense.    The  Chapter  is  in  a  very  good  financial  position. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  this  Grand  Chapter  that  the  prospects  for 
this  District  in  the  cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  looks  far  brighter 
and  more  hopeful  than  for  some  time  past,  and  pray  that  the 
members  of  both  Shawenegam  and  Stadacona  Chapters  may  be 
guided  by  that  zeal  which  should  always  characterise  true  Masons. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  GRIFFITH. 
District  Superintendent^  Stadacona  District, 

Quebec,  .lanuary,  1896. 


Moved  by  V.  E.  Comp.  James  Ellis,  seconded  by  V. 

E.  Comp.  G.  S.  Walsh,  and  carriec^j  .• 

That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E.  presented  his  report  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the   Grand  Council,    Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  more  important  transactions  of  my 
office  of  Grand  Scribe  £.  that  have  transpired  during  the  past 
twelve  months. 

As  usual  I  issued  Notices  and  Certificates  of  Office  to  all  the  Elec- 
tive and  Appointed  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  in  due  course 
received  official  notification  of  the  installation  of  R.  E.  Comp.  H. 
Davidson  in  Golden  Rule  Chapter,  on  February  2 1st,  1895,  as  Grand 
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Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Township  District,  one  of  the  two 
Elective  Officers  not  present  at  the  installation  of  last  Session ;  the 
other  Elective  Officer  has  not,  as  yet,  fyled  with  me  any  official 
notice  of  his  installation- 

As  is  customary  I  had  printed  and  issued  the  proceedings  of  last 
Convocation.  It  is  somewhat  difficult  at  all  times  to  issue  these 
records  as  soon  as  one  would  wish.  Delays  in  printing  as  well  as 
the  late  arrival  of  proceedings  from  other  jurisdictions,  which  the 
Chairman  of  Foreicm  Correspondence  always  wishes  to  include,  in 
order  to  make  the  circle  of  bodies  reviewed  as  complete  as  possible, 
aid  in  preventing  a  prompt  issue. 

Early  in  April,  by  instructions  of  the  Most  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
I  issued  a  circular  letter  embodying  the  recommendations  and  reso- 
lutions of  Grand  Chapter  adopted  at  last  Session.  These  were 
mailed  to  each  First  Principal,  Subordinate  Chapter  and  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Districts. 

In  April  I  received  notice  and  documentary  evidence  from  Golden 
Rule  Chapter,  of  the  trial  and  sentence  of  one  of  their  Members  for 
un- Masonic  conduct,  which  I  duly  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of 
Jurisprudence  for  that  Committee's  review  and  report  at  this  Con- 
vocation. In  December,  I  likewise  received  notice  of  the  suspension 
of  a  Member  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  also  for  un-Masonic  conduct, 
and  such  papers  as  were  filed  with  me  I  also  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  for  report. 

BY-LAWS  OP  CHAPTEBS. 

The  following  Chapters  making  changes  in  their  By-laws  for- 
warded the  same  through  this  office  for  the  Grand  Z's.  approval  and 
confirmation,  viz.: 

Mount  Horeb,  Chapter  No.  6,  changing  joining  fee  and  deposit; 
Montreal,  Chapter  No.  7,  a  new  revision  of  their  By-laws. 

COMMISSIONS  RECEIVED. 

The  following  Commissions  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  other 
Jurisdictions  appointing  Grand  Representatives  near  this  Grand 
body  have  been  received  through  this  office  and  duly  forwarded  to 
the  several  appointed  representatives,  viz.  : 

October  29th,  1895,  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Presbyj'of  Sherbrooke,  as 
Grand  Repres  entative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 
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December  5th,  1895,  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Bothwell  Tresidder,  of  Mont- 
real, as  Grand  Representative  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

:  DISPENSATIONS. 

^  Daring  the  year,  duly  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  have 

I  been  issued  from  this  office  as  follows :~ 

I  September  17th  and  January  13th  upon  request  of  Carleton  Chap- 

''  ter  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  transmitted  through  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  of 

the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  permission  was  granted  to  said 

1  Chapter  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  petitions  of  two  Brethren  resid- 

*  ing  in  this  Province  and  holding,  therefore,  under  this  Jurisdiction. 

December  14th,  1895.    To  Golden  Rule  Chapter  No.  1,  to  install 

*  V.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Sjolander  as  First  Principal,  he  not  having 
^  served  in  the  office  of  Second  Principal  as  prescribed  by  this  (k)n- 
%      stitution. 


> 


J 


January  2nd,  1898.    To  Mount  Horeb  Chapter  to  install  E.  Comp.  j 

Lalonde  as  First  Principal,  he  not  having  occupied  the  chair  of  } 

Master  of  a  Ix)dge.  • 

January  4th,  1896.    To  Dorchester  Chapter  to  install  E.  Comp.  F.  J 

B.  Farusworth  as  First  Principal  Z.,  and  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne 

as  Second  Principal  H.,  they  not  having  filled  the  previous  offices 

as  required. 

■i 

January  4th,  1895.    To  Stadacona  Chapter,  Quebec,  to  install  at  ^ 

an  emergent  in  January  through  their  inability  to  meet  on  date  ^ 

provided  in  their  By-laws.  ^ 

January  8th,  1895.    To  Shawenegam  Chapter,  Three   Rivers,  to 

meet,  elect  and  install  at  an  emergent  called  for  that  purpose,  they  \ 

not  having  a  quorum  on  date  of  Regular  Meeting  as  provided.  !^ 

On  December  3rd.      By  instruction  of  the  Grand  Z.,  a  request  \ 

from  Malta  Chapter  in  Truro,  Nova  Scutia,  received  through  the  ^ 

Grand  Secretary  of  that  Jurisdiction,  to  waive  jurisdiction  over  a  \ 

Brother  hailing  from  and  residing  in  the  (Jity  of  Montreal,  was  de-  \ 

clined.  ' 

CHARTSB.  H 

As  per  resolution  of  Grand  Chapter  at  last  Session  a  Warrant  or  i 

Charter  duly  engrossed  was  issued  bearing  date  of  October  26th,  t 
1895,   to  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12,  located  at  Sutton,  in  the 

Eastern  Township  District  i' 
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VISITATIONS. 

October  25th,  1895.  Together  with  R.  E.  Comp.  Treaidder,  the 
Grand  H  j  M.  E  Comp.  D.  Seath.  P.  G.  Z.,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Giiffin, 
I  accompanied  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  on  his  official  visit  to  Pre- 
vost  Chapter  No.  3,  at  Dunham. 

October  2Sth,  1895.  With  the  Grand  H  ,  I  also  accompanied  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  on  an  official  visit  to  Bedford  Chapter,  Bedford. 

OONSBCBATION  OF  MOUNT  SUITON,    NO.   12. 

October  2rith,  1 895.  As  per  noti  fication  duly  sent  to  all  members  of 
Grand  Chapter,  the  Most  E.  the  Grand  Z,  duly  consecrated  Mount 
Sutton  Chapter,  No.  12,  holding  at  the  village  of  Sutton  in  ancient 
and  proscribed  form  on  the  evening  of  this  date.  The  Officers  and 
Acting  Officers  of  Grand  Chapter  for  the  occasion  being : 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Grand  Z. 

"        •«  John  P.  Noyes Past  Grand  Z, 

R.  E.     ••  J.  B.  Tressider Grand  H. 

*•        **  W.  M.  Lemesurier as      **      .J. 

M.E.     •'  Will.  H.  Whyte *'     Scribe  E. 

R.  E.     ••  George  O.  Stanton as     **      Scribe  N. 

•*        **  George  A.  Miller as  Grand  Supt.  of  District. 

*•        *•  John  McLean as  Grand  Prin.  Sojourner. 

V.  E.     **  J.  P.  Griffin as  Grand  Senior  Sojourner. 

••       *•  G.S.Walsh Grand  Junior  Sojourner. 

R.  E.    "  G.  R.  Longeway ] 

V.  E.    ••  R.  Dohertv I      i>^o^^«,  ^f  fu^   a«i, 

E.      '*  C.  J.  Williams    f     ^®*^®™  ^^  ^^®  ^'^^• 

G.  H.  Wilkinson J 

«•  W.  T.  McLaurin Censor  Bearer. 

The  Ceremony  of  Consecration  and  Dedication  was  performed  in 
an  impressive  and  efficient  manner  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 

The  officers  of  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  present  were  : 

E.  Comp.  W.  H.  O'Kegan Z. 

"       W.  Maclarlane H. 

••       C.  C.  Dyer J. 

R.  T.  McDonald Treas. 

••        **       H.  A.  Parsons S.  E. 

•«      A.  W.   Westover  S.  N. 

"       G.  E.  Clark P.  S. 

«*       H.  A.  Darrah S.  S. 

•*       «•       F.H.  Page J.  S. 

After  the  ceremony  of  consecration  the  R.  A.  Degree  was 
exemplified  in  an  excellent  manner  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter. 

? 
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BBTUBKS  FROM  8UBORDINATB  CHAPTERS. 

Returns  ending  31st  December,  1895,  as  prescribed,  have  been 
received  from  each  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  and  show  an 
increase  in  membership  as  well  as  in  receipts.  The  returns  show 
that  out  of  the  eleven  Chapters  on  the  roll,  ten  received  Candidates 
for  the  Degrees,  making  55  initiations,  and  4  joining— a  total  of  59. 
This  is  the  largest  number  received  for  some  years  past.  There  are 
reported  19  withdrawals,  17  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.,  and  two  for 
un- Masonic  conduct,  and  six  deaths.  A  number  of  the  withdrawals 
were  occasioned  by  members  leaving  their  mother  Chapters  to  form 
Mount  Sutton.  Five  Chapters  after  deducting  resij^uationw,  etc., 
show  an  increase ;  four  show  a  slight  decrease,  while  two  remain 
stationary.  The  total  membership  stands  at  487,  a  net  increase  of 
15.  The  receipts  of  the  year  amount  to  $496.75,  received  to  date, 
an  increase  of  $30  over  last  year,  with  about  $30  yet  to  be  received 
from  two  Chapters.  The  expenditure  is  considerably  less  than  last 
year.  I  submit  the  returns  of  the  Chapters  for  the  past  twelve 
months. 

I  would  like  respectfully  to  call  Grand  Chapter's  attention  to  the 
many  volumes  and  copies  of  proceedings  belonging  to  this  Grand 
Body,  and  regarding  which  some  action  must  be  taken  in  the  near 
future  regarding  a  place  for  their  safety  and  preservation ;  as  well  as 
the  numerous  documents  and  papers  that  have  accumulated  since 
the  inception  of  Grand  Chapter.  As  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
Province  has  secured  permanent  quarters  in  the  building  of  the 
Montreal  Temple  Company  in  this  City,  I  would  suggest  that 
arrangements  be  made  with  Grand  Lodge  to  allow  Grand  Chapter 

jl  use  of  a  portion  of  their  shelving  in  their  Library  for  the  Books  of 
Grand  Chapter,  and  that  a  small  grant  be  made  towards  the  cost  of 
said  shelving ;  also  that  some  arrangement  be  made  with  the  Temple 
Company,  for  space  in  the  vaults  in  their  Building,  for  the  docu- 
ments and  papers,  etc.,  of  Grand  Chapter.    If  agreeable  to  Grand 

i     Chapter,  the  incoming  officers  could  make  some  such  arrangement 

\     if  so  expressed. 

S  WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

J  G,  S,  £. 

i         Moved  by  R.   E.    Comp.  H.    E.   Channell,  seconded 

\     by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Stevens,  and  carried  : 

^         That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E,  be  referred  to  a  Special 
'      Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 
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!  GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

I         The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  statement 

J     of  receipts  and  disbursements,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  E. 

[     Comp.  W.  T.  Anderson,  seconded  by    E.  Comp.  J.  T. 

Gladston,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Finance. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Albert  D.  Nelson,  Grand  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  M.  E. 
(  THE  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  Quebec 

f.  Dr. 

I  1895. 

I  Jany.  29.  To  Balance  from  last  year $284  06 

I  Dec.    31.  To  Interest  on  Deposits 7  05 

\  1896. 

J  Jany.  27.  To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  E 496  75 


$787  86 
Jany «  29.     To  Balance  carried  forward $451  86 


Jany.  29.  To  amounts  received  after  close  and  audit  of 
above  statement  and  carried  to  next  year 
$11.00  and  $5.00. 


\ 


\  Cr, 
I         1895. 

?     Feby.    4.  By  Cash— John  Wilson,  Janitor $    500 

*      Sept.    11.  By  Cash— C.  R.  Cornell,  Proceedings 186  05 

'  1896. 

J     Jany.  27.  By  Cash~C.  R.  Cornell,  Printing 10  00 

Jany.  27.  By  Cash— Account  Grand  Scribe  E. :                                      \ 

J  Stationery,  as  per  Voucher $  3  95                   f 

\  Express  charges,  as  per  Voucher 3  73 

\  Telegrams 1  30 

\  Advertising 120 

I  Postage,  as  per  Voucher 30  57 

:  Expense,  Consecration,  etc 15  75 

Parchments,  Engraving,  etc 13  00 

f  Fees  Grand  Scribe  E 65  00 

134  50 

;     Jany.  28.  By  Cash— Exchange  on  Cheques 46 

'  By  Balance  to  next  year 45186 

$787  86 
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BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

Albert    D.    Nklson*    Grand   Treasurer,    in  account    with    the 

Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Dr, 
1894. 

Jan.  30.    To  Balance  from  last  year $685  44 

Dec.  30.    To  Cash  Interest  OP  Deposit 24  00 

$709  44 

Cr, 
1895. 
Jan.  29.    By  Balance  Carried  Forward $709  44 


The  Committee  on  Foreign  Corre.spondence  presented 
their  report  (see  appendix). 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  be  received  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The    M.  E.  the    Grand    Z.  appointed    the    following 

Committees : 

On  the  Address  of  the  Grand  Z.— M.  £.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes,  M.  E. 
Comp.  A.  D.  Kelson  and  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E  Channell. 

!0n  the  Reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents.— M.  E  Comp. 
,      David  Seath,  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Anderson,    R.  E.   Comp.  A.  D. 
Stevens,  M.D. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.— R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresid- 
der,  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  O' Regan. 

!To  fill  vacancies  on  the  Committee  of  Jurisprudence, 
caused  by  absence,  the  M.  E,  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  M. 
I      E.  Comp.  David  Seath  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Griffith 
\      to  act  during  the  Session.  I 

\  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  Grand  Representative  of    J 

J  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Massachusetts,  and  R.  E.  j 
J  Comp.  H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D.,  Grand  Representative  | 
*     from  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  being  in     j 

\ 
„ ^' 
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attendance,  were  introduced  by  M.  E.  Comps.  I.  H. 
Stearns  and  Will.  H.  Whyte.  Upon  presenting  their 
credentials  from  their  respective  Grand  Chapters,  they 
were  welcomed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  and  received 
with  grand  honors. 

Grand    Chapter    was   then    called    from  labor  at  5.10 
o'clock,  to  resume  in  Evening  Session  at  8  o'clock. 


EVENING    SESSION. 

Grand  Chapter  resumed  labor  in  Evening  Session  at 

8.30  p.m.,  presided  over  by  the  following  Officers  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Grand    Z. 

R.  E.  «•  J.  B.  Trksiddkr "  H. 

R.  E.  "  B.TooKB "  J. 

M.  E.  •*  A.  D.  Nelson ..  "  Treaa. 

M.  E.  "  WillH.  Wh^te '•  8.  E. 

R.  E.  "  W.T.Anderson *•  S.N. 

V.  E,  •*  James  Ellis as  '•  P.  8. 

V.  E.  "  R.DOHERTY «•  A.  8. 

V.  E.  "  G.S.Walsh «•  J.  S. 

And  other  officers  as  at  the  afternoon  session. 

The  Committee  on  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 

Z.,  reported  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  Z'S 
ADDRESS. 
To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Most 
Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  heg  to  report. 

The  congratulations  of  the  M.  E.  G.  Z.  upon  the  excellent  quarters 
in  which  the  Grand  Chapter  now  finds  itself  in  the  beautiful  Masonic 
Temple  of  this  City,  are  fully  shared  by  the  Comps.,  and  your  Com- 
mittee join  in  the  hope  so  well  expressed  by  him  that  the  Temple 
may  long  endure  as  a  centre  of  usefulness  for  the  Craft  in  this 
Jurisdiction. 
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Your  Committee  join  in  the  felicitation  of  the  Grand  Z.  as  to  the 
continuance  of  peace  and  prosperity  in  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  the 
hope  suggested  by  him  that  international  peace  may  continue.     It 
is  reasonably  certain  that  wise  councils  will  prevail,  and  the  world 
saved  the  horrors  and  the  evils  of  war. 

Your  Committee  are  gratified  to  note  that  the  Grand  Z.  has  been 
enabled  to  make  official  visits  to  so  many  of  the  Subordinate  Chap- 
ters, and  perform  so  many  useful  functions  in  the  interests  of  the 
Order,  but  regret  that  his  desires  to  do  more  in  those  respects,  were 
frustrated  by  the  sad  circumstances  mentioned  by  him.  We  are 
also  pleased  to  learn  from  his  address,  the  excellent  progress 
made  in  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Province,  and  agree  with  him 
as  to  the  causes  to  which  this  increased  interest  is  due. 

The  feeling  reference  of  the  Grand  Z.  to  our  departed  Companions, 
naturally  evokes  our  sympathies.  Particularly  do  we  deeply 
sympathise  with  him  in  his  recent  affliction,  through  the  death  of 
a  beloved  son,  just  verging  into  manhood.  The  Most  Ex.  has,  by 
his  many  manly  qualities  and  sympathetic  nature,  so  endeared 
himself  to  the  members  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  we  feel  we  are 
voicing  the  feelings  of  every  membe  r  in  thus  expressing — though 
inadequately— our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  him  and 
his  beloved  partner  in  life,  in  the  hour  of  their  sorrow  and  grief. 

The  official  actions  of  the  Grand  Z.  in  every  instance  meet  with 
our  approval.  We  agree  with  him  that  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter are  due  to  the  several  Companions  who  so  cheerfully  assisted 
him  in  his  various  functions. 

In  concluding  our  report,  your  Committee  congratulates  Grand 
('hapter  on  the  success  which  has  attended  the  administration  of 
its  Chief  Executive  Officer,  who  has  so  eloquently  expressed  his 
intention  of  retiring  from  the  Chair,  nor  can  we  in  justice  to  him, 
refrain  from  felicitating  him  on  his  interesting  and  scholarly  address. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J  NO.  P.  NO  YES,  Chairman, 
ALBERT  D,  NELSON, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  John   P.  Noyes,  seconded  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  Grand   Superinten- 
dents of  Districts,  presented  their  report  as  follows: 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  atid 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Quebec  : 

Having  carefally  reviewed  the  reports  of  the  several  Grand 
Superintendents  of  Districts,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  are  pleased 
to  find  the  work  has  been  so  well  performed  throughout  the  Juris- 
diction, and  further,  we  most  respectfully  endorse  the  recommenda- 
tion of  one  of  the  Grand  Superintendent's,  when  he  advises  more 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  younger  members,  and  approve  of  the 
suggestion  wherein  advice  is  given  to  invite  Master  Masons  to 
become  candidates  for  exaltation.  We  also  desire  to  congratulate 
the  Grand  Chapter  on  the  coming  of  age  of  so  valuable  an  addition 
to  our  numbers  as  we  have  in  Mount  Sutton  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  East-ern  Townships  District 
reports  having  granted  a  dispensation  in  October  last,  to  open 
Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4  in  Granby  (to  which  place  the  Chapter  has 
since  been  removed)  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  Royal  Arch 
Degrees  on  certain  Brethren  residing  there.  Permissions  of  this 
kind  have  heretofore  only  been  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  G.  Z.,  and 
your  Committee  consider  that  in  future  this  course  should  be  pur- 
sued. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increase  in  membership,  and  that  peace 
and  harmony  so  largely  prevail. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  SEATH,  Chairman. 


W.  T.  ANDERSON, 
A.  D.  STEVENS. 


\        Montreal,  January  28th,  1896. 


Moved   by   M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Seath,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  T.  Anderson,  and  carried  : 
That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 


^JS     !.  ^o  - 


GRAND   CHAPL'ER   OF    QUEBEC.  31 

The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
presented  the  following  : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Cfiapter  oj  Quebec  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Ist 
Principal  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  Report  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  the  returns  of  the  Subordinate  i/haptersi  begs  respect- 
fully to  do  so  as  follows  : 

The  first  thing  to  attract  our  attention  upon  examining  the 
Keturns  of  the  Chapters,  was  the  incompleteness  of  some  of  the 
documents,  want  of  marks,  and  also  the  want  of  promptness  upon 
the  part  of  the  Scribes  E.,  in  reporting  as  required  by  Constitution, 
the  various  official  transactions  of  their  respective  Chapters.  Your 
Committee  fully  endorse  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Scribe 
£.,  relating  to  the  books  and  other  papers  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
and  the  necessity  of  securing  proper  accommodation  for  the  same, 
and  would  suggest  that  the  question  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Finance  Committee  to  make  such  provision  for  the  same  as  they 
may  deem  advisable. 

Your  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the  continued  prosperity  of 
the  Craft  in  this  Pravince,  as  indicated  in  the  several  reports,  and 
congratulate  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  efficacy  of  the  work  of  its  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  to  whose  careful  and  watchful  attention  of  its  interests, 
must,  in  a  great  me  isure,  be  attributed  its  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  B.  TRESIDDER,  Chairman. 
W.  H.  O' REGAN. 
C.  P.  O'CONNOR. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Tresidder,  seconded  by  V.  E. 
Comp.  W.  H.  0*Regan,  and  carried  : 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Grand  Treasurer's  Statement,  reported  : 

To  the   Most   Excellent  the    Grand   Council^  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Qiubec  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  beg  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  Grand  Traasurer's  books  and 
accounts  and  find  the  same  correct. 

Balance  at  credit  of  Grand  Chapter  on  January 

29th,  1895 $284  06 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe   E.   on  January 

29th,  1896  496  75 

Interest  on  deposits 7  05 

Total $787  86 

Disbursements 336  00 

Balance  to  credit  of  General  Fund  on  January 

29th,  1896 451  86 

Which  amount  is  on  deposit  in  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Halifax 
Montreal. 

BENEVOLENT  ACCOUNT. 

Account  at  credit  on  January  29th,  1895 $685  44 

Interest..... 24  00 

Balance  at  credit  to  this  date,  Jan.  29th,  1896...  $709  44 

Which  amount  is  on  special  deposit  in  the  Merchants*  Bank  of      { 

Ualifaxi  Montreal.  | 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  H.  STEARNS. 
H.  R  CH  ANN  ELL. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  and  carried  : 

That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 


The    Committee   on   Jurisprudence,    Grievances    and 
Appeals,  presented  a  Report  as  follows  : 
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To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Companions 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  Maso*?s  of  Quebec  : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  have  had  two  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them  for  consideration. 

1.  The  ease  of  R.  E,  Companion  S.  Lebourveau, 

A  serious  charge  was  brought  against  this  Companion  in  Golden 
Rule  Chapter  No.  I,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  a  prominent 
member.  The  offence  was  a  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  as 
well  as  a  violation  of  Masonic  law.  Your  Committee  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  enter  into  particulars  painful  to  the  Companions  in 
this  Jurisdiction.  It  is  a  matter  of  profound  regret  to  your  Com- 
mittee to  be  compelled  to  take  action  against  one  who  until  quite 
recently  stood  so  high  in  the  Order. 

The  charge  was  clearly  proven,  and  the  Chapter,  after  due 
trial,  adjudged  the  accused  to  be  guilty  of  un-Masonic  conduct  and 
voted  his  exclusion  from  the  rites  and  privileges  of  R.  A.  Masonry. 

Your  Committee  approve  the  action  of  the  Chapter  and  recom- 
mend the  expulsion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Lebourveau  as  asked  for. 

2.  The  case  of  Comp,  Hy,  Haynes. 

This  matter  comes  up  from  Mount  Horeb  Chapter.  There  is  no 
record.    The  documents  are  not  in  shape  for  considfiration. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  matter  be  sent 
back  to  Mount  Horeb  Chapter  with  instructions  to  them  to  take 
action  in  the  regular  way  to  bring  the  accused  Companion  to  trial 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  P.  NOYES,    Chairman 
DAVID  SEATH. 
H.  GRIFFITH. 


It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noycs,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp,  David  Seath,  and  carried  : 

That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 

C 
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Subsequently,  the  Representatives  of  Mount  Horeb 
Chapter  No.  6,  having  submitted  further  statements  to 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  subject  of  the  expulsion  from 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  of  Henry  Haynes. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  Edgar,  seconded  by 
E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne  and  carried  : 

That  inasmuch  as  the  delegates  from  Mount  Horeb  Chapter  No.  6 
having  submitted  statements  in  Grand  Chapter  that  Comp.  Henry 
Haynes,  a  member  of  that  Chapter,  has  l)een  convicted  in  the 
Criminal  Courts  of  this  Province,  of  the  crime  of  arson  after  due 
trial  before  a  jury  and  is  now  a  convict  serving  a  term  of  imprison- 
ment in  the  Provincial  Penitentiary,  said  Henry  Haynes  be  and  is 
hereby  expelled  from  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 


ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  requested  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H. 

Stearns,  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Edgar,  and    M.    E.   Comp. 

John  P.  Noyes,  to  act  as  Scrutineers.     The   election  of 

officers  for  the  ensuing  year  being  then   proceeded  with. 

the  result  of  the  ballot  was  reported  as  follows: 

M.  £.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  Montreal Grand  Z. 

R.  E.      "  B.  Tooke,  Montreal ••  H. 

"         "  H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D.,  Sweetsburg..  ••  J. 

M.  £.      «  A.  D.  Nelson,  Montreal <•  Treas. 

•'  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Montreal ••  Scribe  E. 

R.  E.      "  W.  H.  O'Regan,  Sutton "  «•     N. 

••         "  Geo.  C.  Bown,  Montreal "  Prin.  Soj . 

The  following   Companions   were   nominated    by   the 

Representatives   of  their   respective  Districts  as  Grand 

Superintendents : 

V.  £.  Comp.  John  Wilson Montreal  District. 

«         "      W.  R.  Peters Eastern  Townships  District. 

R.  E.      <'      Henry  Griffith  ....  Stadacona  District- 

These  nominations  were  declared  confirmed  by  the  M. 

E,  the  Grand  Z. 
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Moved  by  E.  Comp.  C.  J.  Williams,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  r.  Anderson,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  be  extended  to   the  Com- 
panions who  acted  as  scrutinsers. 

The  Most.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  Grand  Z.,  subse- 
quently made  the  following  appointments  : — 

£.  Comp.  Chas.  W.  Hagar Grand  Assistant  Sojourner 


Rkv.  John  B.  Pykb.  . 

E.  S.  Stevens 

James  Woods 

J.  F.  Ybatbs,  M.D. 
R.  F.Shaw 


Junior 

Pursuivant 

Steward 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  P.  Noyes Sweetsbuig,  Chairman, 

R.  E.      **      W.  M.  LeMbsburieb Montreal. 

••         "      R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivars. 

OH  FORmiam  mmt-ATioHs  a  mo  oomRmapoHomNom. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Quebec,  Chairman. 

"        "      Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal. 

R.  E.      **      HoBABT  Butler. Bedford. 

CiV  PIHAHOm  AND  aSJVSVOLSJVCS. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns Montreal,  Chairman, 

•*         "       Edson  Fitch Quebec. 

R.  E.      '*      H.  E.  Channell. Stanstead. 

OJV  GRmomHTiALm, 

V.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Sjolandeb Sherbrooke,  Chairman 

"         *«      James  Ellis .....Quebec. 

<'         <*      Jambs  P.  Griffin Montreal. 
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INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Will.  H.  Whyte  acted  as  Installing  Officer. 

M.  E.  Comps.  John  P.  Noyes  and  David  Seath,  acting 
as  Grand  Marshalls,  then  presented  the  following  officers- 
elect,  who  were  installed  and  invested  according  to 
ancient  usage : — 

M.  £.  l>)mp  J.  B.  Tresiddbr Grand  Z. 

R.  £.  Comp.  B.  rooKB Grand  H. 

"         "       H.  LbRoy  Fuller,  M. D Grand  J. 

•«         41      w  P   Prtvrh  )  Grand  Supt.  Eastern 

w.K.  fEThBa I     Township  District. 

"      W.  H.  O'Rkgan Grand  Scribe  N. 

••         "      G.  C.  BowN Grand  Prin.  Soj. 

The  following  Companions  re-elected,  were  duly  pro- 
claimed in  their  respective  offices,  viz. : — 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nklson Grand  Treas. 

"  «•       Will.  H.  Whyte ••       Scribe  E. 

R.  E.      •*      Henry  Griffith *•       Supt.  8,  I). 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  Wilson,  Grand  Supt.  elect  of  the 

Montreal  District  not  being  present,  che  M.  E.  the  Grand 

Z.  instructed  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  notify  him  to  be 

installed  in  the  Chapter  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the  following 
Supplementary  Report : — 

The  Ck>mmittee  on  Finance  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of 
the  Grand  Scribe  E's.  Report,  relating  to  the  granting  of  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  better  keeping  of  the  Library  of  Grand  Chapter  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  agree  with  the  proposition  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  would  move  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars 
be  granted  towards  that  object. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell  and  carried  : 
That  the  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 
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Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Seath,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  tendered  to  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Montreal  Temple  Company  for  their  kindness  in  placing 
their  new  and  handsome  Chapter  Hall  at  the  disposal  of  Grand 
Chapter. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  ample  form  at 
ii.io  p.m. 


Grand  Scribe  E, 


i      3b  PROCEEDINGS  Of*  THE 

•  OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR. 

I?  Office  of  thb  Gband  Scribe  £. 

i  Montreal.  March  30th,  1895. 

Dkar  Sir  and  Ex.  Comp., 

By  Command  of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  I  herewith 
diiect  your  attention  to  the  following  resolutions,  adopted  by  Grand 
Chapter  at  the  Annual  Convocation  held  in  Montreal,  on  the  29th 
January  last  Your  careful  attention  is  directed  to  the  same,  and  it 
is  the  Grand  Z's  desire  that  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
report  at  next  Annual  Grand  Convocation  upon  the  manner  of  their 
observance  by  the  several  Chapters  in  their  respective  districts. 

constitution. 

Kgcommauieii'^ThsLi  as  a  new  edition  of  the  Constitution  as  amend- 
ed has  been  printed,  it  is  imperative  that  every  new  Member  of  a 
Chapter  should  be  placed  in  possession  of  a  copy,  in  order  that  he 
may  know  his  duties  to  the  Supreme  Groveming  Body. 

I^aclved— Thai,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  be  authorized,  upon  receipt  of 
the  Semi-Annual  Returns  from  Subordinate  Chapters,  to  mail  to 
each  Chapter,  at  the  usual  charge,  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for 
the  supply  of  one  to  each  new  member  thus  reported  to  Grand 
Chapter. 

PRINTED   PROCBBDINGS. 

1 1  Resolved — As  the  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter  provide  that  "  the 

i  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  to 

I  be  read  in  all  Chapters  and  preserved ;"  therefore,  that  portion  at 

I  least  of  each  Annual  Convocation  appertaining:  to  the  minutes  and 

v  transactions  of  the  Session  should  be  read  in  each  Chapter,  as  by 

1  this  means  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  Grand  Chapter  Convoca- 

t  tion  can  inform  themselves  of  the  regulations  and  actions  of  Grand 

J  Chapter. 

I  GRAND  SUPBRINTENDBNTS. 

;  Resohfed—ThaX  Grand  Chapter  impress  upon  the  several  Grand 

■  Superintendents  the  necessity  of  visiting  every  Chapter  in  their 

7  Jurisdiction,  at  least  once  a  year,  to  enable  them  to  report  from  per- 

\  sonal  knowledge  upon  the  working  and  well-being  of  the  Subordi- 

■'  nates. 

* 
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MARKS. 

Reeommmded—Thtii  every  candidate  should  record  his  Mark  with 
the  Scribe  E.  of  his  Chapter  before  he  is  exalted. 

Resahfd—Thnkt  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  withhold  the  issue  of  Grand 
Chapter  Certificates  until  such  times  as  a  complete  description  of 
each  new  Companion's  Mark  is  recorded  on  the  returns  or  otherwise 
furnished  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  ■DICT. 

The  Edict  of  this  Grand  Chapter  prohibiting  any  Masonic  inter- 
course between  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  our  obedience,  and  all  pro- 
fessing fealty  to  the  **  Grand  Chapter  of  England  "  and  the  *'  Grand 
Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales/'  is  still  binding  upon  us,  and  of 
full  force  and  effect,  The  Same  NEViot  Having  Been  RxsaNDED. 

Very  Fraternally  Yours, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

Grand  Stribe  E. 


OranD  Cbapter  Xibrarp. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  acknowledges  with  many  thanks  the  follow- 
ing periodicals,  received  regularly  from  the  publishers,  in  exchange 
for  our  Proceedings.  These  publications  are  kept  on  fyle  in  the 
Reading  Room  of  the  Temple  Club  in  the  Montreal  Temple  :— 

Voice  of  Masonry Chicago 

American  Tyler Detroit 

Masonic  Chronicle  ..Columbus 
Trestle  Board . . .  San  Francisco 
Square  and  Compass. .  .Denver 


Masonic  Constellation, 

St  Louis 

Masonic  Journal Portland 

Masonic  Token Portland 

The  Orient Kansas  City 
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©fllcers  ot  tbe  Oran&  Cbapter  of  iRov^l  flrcB 
/Dasons  of  (Quebec,  1896^97. 

M.  £.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tbesidder  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.      •*  B.  TooKE **  H. 

"         •«  H.  LeRoy  FuLi.EE  M.D...  "  J. 

M*  E.       **  A.  D.  Nei^on *•  Treasurer. 

••  Will.  H.  VVhytb *•  Scribe  E. 

B.  K      ••  Wm.  H.  O'Regan ••  Scribe  N. 

'*  .       *•  Geo.  C.  Bown *  *  Principal  Sojourner. 

V.  E*       "  CttAS.  W.  Hagar ••  Assistant         '• 

'•  "  Rev.  J.B.  Pykb *•  Junior  " 

•*  "  E.  S.  Stevens **  Pursuivant 

"  *•  James  Woods **  Steward. 

••  J.  F.  Yeateb,  M.  D •*  •' 

••  R.F.Shaw •*  •* 

QRANO  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  DISTRICTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  Wilson  Montreal  District 

*•        *•        W.  R.  Petebs Eastern  Townships  Disi. 

*•        •*        Henry  Griffith  Stadacona  District 

STANDING    COMMITTBBS, 
ON  JURISPRUDENCE,  QRIEVANGES  AND  APPEALS. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J  NO.  p.  NoYEs Sweetsburg,  Chairman . 

R.  E.      ••      R.  W.  Williams Three  Kivers. 

•*  •'      W.  M.  Lemessurier Montreal. 

OiV  FOREIQN  RELATIONS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE, 

M.  E.  Comp.  E  T.  D.  Chambers Quebec,  Chairman. 

••  ••       Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal. 

R.   K.      •*       HoBART  Butler Bedford 

ON  FINANOE  AND  BENEVOLENCE, 

M.  £.  Comp.  I.  U .  Stearns.  ... Montreal,  Chairman. 

••         •*        Edson  Fitch Quebec. 

R.  E.      •*        H.  E.  Channell  Stanstead. 

ON    CREDENTIALS, 

V.  E.  Comp.  A.  G.  Sjolander Sherbrooke,  Chairman 

"         *•       James  Ellis Quebec. 

••         "       James  P.  Gripfin Montreal. 


Address  of  the  Grand  Scribe  R, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

p.  0.  Box  1207,  Montreal,  P.Q. 
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Grand 

Superfnten&ents   of   Districts   since   tbc 

{ 

®rflant3ation  of  tbe  Grand  Cbapter 

of  (Quebec. 

Montreal 

EasternTownships 

Stadacona 

District. 

District. 

District. 

1876-77.... 

•Thomas  Milton  ... 

H.  W.  Wood,  M.D- 

Chris.   Stavely. 

1877-78. • . 

W.  M.  LeMessuricr. 

Stevens  Baker  

H.  J.  Pratten. 

1878-79.... 

«« 

James  Addie 

«i 

1879-80... 

John  McLean 

««          ^         ^ 

F.  T.  Thomas. 

1880-81... 

«( 

(( 

«( 

1881-83.... 

Will.  H.  Whyte  . . . 

**          ^         ^ 

<( 

1883-84.... 

•Joseph  Martin 

John  P.  Noyes 

Chas.  Knowles. 

1884-85.... 

11 

H.  E.  Channell.... 

(< 

1885-86. ... 

A.  G.  Adams 

Rev.  W.  H.  Nye... 

Geo.  0.   Tyler. 

1886-87... 

it 

H.E.  Channell.... 

R.  W.  WiUiims. 

1887-88... 
1888-89.... 

H.  S.  Couper 

D.  Darby 

H.  Griffith. 

A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 

H.J.  Miller. 

1889-90... 

Arch.  R.  Fraser....  M.  B.  Schofield.... 

(* 

1890-91.... 

"                E.  J.  Raymond 

Henry  Griffith. 

1891-92. .. 

John  B.  Tresidder  . .              "             

E.  T.  D.  Chambers. 

1892-93... 

Geo.  0.  Stanton  .  ..  S.  Lebourveau 

JHy.  Russell,  M.D. 

1893-94... 

...G.  W.  Gilman  .... 

Henry  Walters. 

1894-95- •• 

H.  S.  Couper 

tt 

1895-96... 

G.  A.  Miller Henry  Davidson ... . 

Henry  Griffith. 

1896-^7... 

John  Wilson iW.  R.  Peters 

«( 

•Deceased.         JDemitied. 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF   THE 


IRoIl   Of  Officers    an&  Aembers   of  SuborMnate 
Cbapters  in  tbis  ^urfsbictfon. 

31ST    ID"EJ0E]3S4;BBR.,    1895. 

GOLDEN    RULE    CHAPTER,    No     i,    SHERBROOKE. 

Organized  April  22nd,  1821. 

Meets  on  the  Fourth  Thursday  of  eaoh  Month. 

OFFICERS : 

H.   Davidson S.N. 

E.  S.  Foss P.  Soj. 

W.  S.  Ross S.     •• 

C  R.  Thurbcr Jr.    •• 

J.  Chesney Janitor. 


A.  G.  Sjolander Z 

E.  S.  Stevens H. 

J.  8.  Lowe J. 

A.  H  Anderson Treas, 

J.  O.  Duncan 8.E. 


J.  H.  Graham. . 
James  Addle   . 
E.  B.  True  .... 
C.  S.  Channcll. 


.P.Z. 


Charles  S.  Channell 
Clark  Gordon 
F.  D.  Butterfield 
Robert  C.  Parsons 
H.  A.  Channell 
Wm.  D.  Clark 
Arthur  Wilcox 
A.  G.  Lomas 
John  H.  Graham 
James  Addie 
Fred.  W.  W.  Bowen 
Edwin  S.  Foss 
Arch.  M.  Greenshields 
George  H.  Presby 
George  Hmry 
E.  Burt.  True 
Ben.  W.  Lee 
A.  L,  Grindrod 
Alexander  Ross. 
Robert  C.  Cull 
George  Williamson 
John  S.  Low 
George  Gordon 
Wm.  H    Learned 
M.  B.  McAuley 
H.  Ed.  Channell 
M.  B.  Schofield 


PAST  officers: 
H.  E.  Channcll.  ..P.Z  1  G.  H.  Presby P.Z. 


M.  B.  Schofield . . 

H.  W.  Lee •• 

Henry  Davidson...   •• 

MEMBERS  : 

Wm.  H.  Ross 
Sam  Penniston 
John  L.  Wilford 
Wm.  E.  Smith 
John  Chesney 
Charles  £.  I^ee 
S.  W.  Jenckes 
W.  W.  Bailey 
Charles  M.  Thomas 
E.  S.  Stevens 
A.  G.  Sjolander 
Henry  Davidson 
Hector  Ross 
Alexander  Ames 
H.  D.  Fraser 
John  Fales 
Samuel  Cooper 
John  Richards 
A.  B.   McDonald 
John  H.  Barker 
Wm.  S.  Ross 
Charles  Kendrick 
E.  L.  Smith 
T.  L.  Brown 
W.  J.  Forsyth 
G.  H.  A.  Brooke 
N.  Nicholson 


Alex.  Ames P.H. 

.  H.  A.  Channcll  .P.J. 
I  Chas.  Kenrick.. .    •• 


John  H.  Wright 
A.  H.  Anderson 
Jesse  Martin 
James  Sangster 
A.  H.  Cummings 
W.  A.  Morehouse 
W.  A.  Hampshire 
J.  J.  Penhale 
L.  J.  Chandler 
G.   H.    Rawlins 
C.  R    Jones 
Charles  Nelson 
H.  T.  Martin 
W.  R.  Leet 
J.  O.  Duncan 
W.  S.  Gilkcrson 
W.  W.  Baker 
C.  R.  Thurber 
Charles  Webb 
J.  H.  Armstrong 
J.  N.  Boucher 
J.  A.  Tate 
A.  G.  Hawker 
E.  T    Cleveland 
John  MeMorinc 
T.  D.  Newell 
W.  A.  Richardson 
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STADACONA  CHAPTER,  No.  2,  QUEBEC. 

Organized  November  17th,    1854. 

Meets  on  Third  'Wednesday  of  Eaoh  Month,  excepting 
June,  July,  August  and  September. 


OFFICERS  : 


James  Ellis 

James  Copeman  . . 
James  Woods  . . . . 
Chas.  Knowles . . . 
James  P.  Hicks  . . 


Edson  Fitch P.Z. 

James  Dunbar....  ** 
Henry  J.  Pratten.  ** 
E.T.D. Chambers    " 


.Z. 

.H. 

.T. 

.Treas. 

.S.E. 


I  A.  E.  Seifert S.N. 

C.  A.  Heuthner P.  Soj . 

I  R.  M.  Stocking S.     ** 

Edward  A.  Evans Jr.    ** 

I  H.  McQueen Janitor. 


PAST   OFFICERS  : 

F.  T.  Thomas  .P.Z. 
Charles  Knowles    ** 
Henry  J.  Miller    •« 
Henry  Griffith  ..    •* 


Henry  Walters.. P.Z 
G.  Rolt  White...  '• 
James  L.  Bell..    ** 


James  Dunbar 

E.  H.  Duval 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Chas.  Knowles,  jr. 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
Wm.  Mc Williams 
Henry  f.   Prnttcn 
G.  T.  Phillips 

F.  T.  Thomas 

G.  Rolt  White 


E.  T.  D.  Chambers 
H.J.  Miller 

F.  A.  Falkenburg 
James  Woods 

J.  Langlois  Bell 
O.  B.  C.  Richardson 
Henry  Walters 
Henry  levers 
Louis  Berg 
E.  A.  Pfieffer 
Hector  McQueen 


H.  B. 
James 
James 
Albert 
Ed.  A 
Robt. 
Jas.  P 
J.  W. 
C.  E, 
G.  W, 
C.  A. 


Sample 
Ellis 
Copeman 
E.  Seifert 
.  Evans 
M.  Stocking 
.  Hicks 
Ryder 
McKeon 
Farm  a  lee 
Beuthner 


PREVOST  CHAPTER,  No.  3,  DUNHAM 

Organized  8th  February,    i860. 

Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  Eaoh  Month. 

OFFICERS  : 


Robert  Doherty Z. 

J.  F.  Yeates.  M.D H. 

Thos.  G.  Sykes J. 

B .  A .  Longeway Treas . 

David  Cummings S.E. 


John  Watt S.N. 

George  Doherty P .  Soj . 

A.  H.   Holden S.      •* 

E.  L.  Jenne J.      ** 

G.  R.  Longeway Janitor. 
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H.  URoy  Fuller. 

M.D P.Z. 

Edwin  Hall *• 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D, 

Waller  A.  Taylor 

Ed^on  Kemp 

H.  Le Roy  Fuller,  M.D 

G.  R.  Longeway 

Hiram  Seeley 

E.  E.   Spencer 

T.  F.  Wood 

I.  B.  Seeley 

Thomas  Wood 


PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE 
PAST  officers: 


Edson  Kemp P.Z. 

A.  D.  Stevens..    *' 
G.  R.  Longeway    •' 

MEMBERS  : 

C.  H.  Hall 
H.  II    Hastings 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Edwin  Hall 

B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 
H.  B.  Chad  burn 
A.  L.  England 
Homer  Ingalls 

R.  Emmet  Fay,  Jr. 


W.  A.  Taylor... P.Z. 
Homer  Ingalls. . .    •* 
B.  A.   Longeway.    •* 


Rev.  A.  H.  Visscr 
Jno.  F.  Yeates,  M.D. 
E.  L.  Jenne 
Thos.  G.  Sykes 
George  Doherty 
David  Cammings 
John  F.  Gailletle 
A.  H.  Holden 
John  Watt 


DORCHESTER  CHAPTER  No.  4,  GRANBY, 

Organized  March  8,  i860. 
Meets  on  Second  Thursday  of  Each  Month. 


OFFICERS  : 


F.  B.  Farnsworth Z. 

J.  Bruce  Payne H. 

Nelson  Mitchell J. 

J.  S.  O.  Dwyer Treas. 

W.  R.  Homer S.E. 


John  Lincoln S.N. 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson P.  Soj. 

W.  B.  Longhurst S.   '• 

Wm.  Gould J.    *• 

Wm .   Atkinson Janitor. 


PAST  OFFICERS. 


John?.  Noycs...P.Z. 
W.  A.  Taylor...    •• 
Geo.  H.  Allen.  .    •• 
E.  J.  Raymond..    " 
G.  E.  Robinson  .    •* 


D.  Darby.... 
A.  E.  Mills.... 
W.  G.  Parmelee 
W.  R.  Peters... 


P.Z. 


T.  I.  Wallace.... P. H. 

D.  L.  Allan «• 

J.   P.   Hall P.J. 

Willard  Fuller. . .     " 
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MEMBERS  : 

W.  G.   Parmelce 

A.  H.   Nourae 

H.  A.  Young 

W.  A.  Taylor 

Geo.  G.  Foster 

R.  S.  Marstun 

G.  H.  Allen 

A.  W.  Pettes 

John  MacFarlane 

D.  L.  Allen 

S.  G.  Shepherd 

A.  C.   Lytle 

T.  P.   Noyes 

J.  P.  Hall 

R.    F.   Shaw 

W.  I.  Briggs 

T.  H.  Cox 

W.  H.   Graham 

Fred  England 

G.  H.  Prouty 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson 

S.  V.  Eastman 

J.  W.  Garland 

Wm.  Atkinson 

G.  E.  Robinson 

W.  T.  Shores 

Jno.  S.  O'Dwyer 

D.  Darby 

W.  R.  Peters 

Jno.  Irwin  Strong 

Ja<.  Snodgrass 

A.  E.  Mills 

Rev.  W.  B.  Longhurst 

Ed.  J.    Raymond 

L.  B .  Jenkins 

J.  B.  Payne 

H.  J.  Beaman 

W.  J.  Farber 

F.  B.   Farnsworth 

G.  H.  Sylvester 

Arch.  McDonald 

N.  Mitchell 

John  Snodgrass 

G.  E.  Savage 

P.  S.  lolander 

O.  C.  Websier 

Wm.  Mountford 

W.  R.  Horner 

J.  I.  Wallace 

H.  S.  Green 

John  Lincoln 

Gardner  Stevens 

Willard  Fuller 

William  Gould 

C.  H.  Parmeiee 

George  Grant 

Rev.  A.  C.  Wilson 

CARNARVON  CHAPTER  No.  5,  MONTREAL. 

C 

)rganized  March  8, 

i86i. 

Meets  Second  Friday  of  Eaoh  Month,  exoeptinsr  June,    | 

July  and  August.                                        1 

OFFICERS  : 

Jno.  T.  Gladston 

....z. 

W.J 

.  Wight S.N. 

Henry  Ashton 

...H. 

J.I. 
John 

Phillips P.Soj. 

Rome,  Jr S.  ** 

Geo.  H.  Wilkinson.... 

....J. 

T.  B    Tresiddcr 

. , , .  Treas. 

F.  II 
John 

FICBBS 

.  Hackett J.     * 

Lawrence Janitor. 

Geo.  C.  Bown 

.,  ..S.  E. 

^^V*#  •       ^^  •       m^\^  vvaa       •••■      •••• 

PAST  OF 

I.  H.  Steams.... P. Z. 

Angus  Grant ....  1 

P.Z.      E.  W.  T.Raddon.P.Z. 

Frank  Edgar «• 

W.  R.  Cuthbert. 

<• 

Geo.  C.  Bown....    «« 

WillH.  Whyic.    ♦« 

J.  K.  Whyle.... 

(( 

J.  H.  Isaacson... P.H. 

David  Scath «• 

Fred  Massey.... 

(1 

W.  S.  Walker....    " 

J.  B.   Tresidder..    •' 

W.  E.  Cooper.. 

ii 

C.J.  Williams...    " 

A.  A. •Stevenson..    •« 

C.  P.  O'Connor. 

(i 

Jas.  Paiterson....P.J. 

£.  M.  Copeland.    <« 

W.  T.  Anderson 

II 
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MEMBERS  : 


A.  A.  Stevenson 
J.  H.  Isaacson 
I.  H.  Stearns 
£.  M.  Copeland 
Frank  Edf^ar. 
Rev.  L.  C.  Wurtele 
Angus  Grant 
W.  R.  Cuthbert 
James  K.  Whyte 
Will  H.  Whyte 
George  C.    Bown 
Mono  Lesser 
W.  S.  Walker 
W.  E.  Cooper 
David  Seath 
Fred.  Massey 
Wm.  Ainslie 
Hugh  Val lance 
R.  A.  Kellond 
Robert  J.  I^timer 
J.  B.  Trcsidder 


And.  Baile 

D.  R.   Spriggins 
T.  J.  Potter 

C.  P.  O'Connor 
George  P.  Brown 
Wm.  A.   Mat  ley 
James  K'err 
W.  T.  Anderson 
C.  J.  Williams 
Harry  Asht<m 
S.  S.  Kimball 

B.  Wolowitch 
Henry  Plow 

J.  T.  Gladston 
James  Patterson 
Alf.   Lemessurier 
Wm.  Henry 
W.  S.  Ward 
G.  H.  Wilkinson 

E.  McConkey 

C.  R.  Corneil 


C.  S.   Ellis 
W.  J.  Wight 
L.  £.  Trudeau 
J.  I.  Phillips 
T.  J.  Church 
W.  J.  Barlow 
W.  A.  Williams 
W.J.  Gardner 

D.  A.  Young 
W.  L.  Hogg 
P.  O.  Giroux 
W.  R.  Dunbar 

E.  J.  Renshaw 
W.  H.   Magwood 
A.  Cotton 

A.  H.    Doran 

F.  H.  Hackelt 
J.  W.  Thompson 
John  Rowe 


MOUNT  HOREB  CHAPTER  No.  6,  MON  I'REAL. 

Organized  December  loth,  1863. 

Meets  Seoond  Wednesday  of  Each  Month,  Ezoeptlner 
June,    July   and  Auerust. 

OFFICERS  : 


J.  H.  Lalonde Z. 

M.  B.  White   H. 

J.  G.  Reid J. 

Charles  McLean Treas . 

W.  G.  Hairc  S.E. 


Oswald  Fieldmg ...S.N. 

J.  F.  Thome     P.  Soj. 

f.  E.  Jones S.      *« 

A.  H.  Winfindale Jr.    •* 

John  Lawrence     Janitor. 


PAST   OFFICERS  : 


C.  R.  Willis  .... 
Henry  Dunne  .... 
Richard  Tyler.... 
Geo.  O.  Tyler... 


P.Z.    H.  S.  Couper....P.Z. 
**     :  E.  Higginbottom.     ** 

**     i  John  Wilson '« 

*•     ■  S.  S.  Grant *• 


J.  P.  Griffin P.Z. 

George  E.  Weldon.P.J 
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MXICB^S  : 

Alex.  Nelson 

C.  Byrd 

M.  B.  White 

W.  L.  Perego 

John  Lawrence 

C.  A.  Umb 

I.  A.  Richardson 

S.  S.  Grant 

Walter  Moyes 

R.  Tyler 

[.  B.  Terry 

Richard  Pring 

C.  R.  Willis 

N.  Circe 

John  £.  Jones 

G.  E.  Weldon 

J.  P.  Griffin 

Ernest  Pearse 

John  Wilson 

W.  J.  G.  Proctor 

W.  S    Peard 

G.  O.  Tyler 

S.  McClaichie 

A.  Brown 

H.  S.  Couper 

W.  DeMoulpied 

F.  W.  Knowlton 

Henry  Dunne 

R.  Ellerton 

W.  J.  Haire 

G.  L.  Fischer 

Chas.  McLean 

A.  H.  Winfindale 

G.  R.  Locker 

Joseph  Dixon 
O.  Fielding 

E.  H.  McGilvray 

And.  Hardie 

T.  H.  Bailey 

Jos.  Reiber 

D.  LebUnc 

E.  Packard 

P.  A.  Crosby 

Jas.  A.  Ogilvie 

Gilbert  Jones 

Alf.  Meunier 

Jos.  Youngheart 

S.  Soloman 

J.  H,  Lalonde 

S.J.  Ritchie 
J.  F.  Thom 

J.  A.  McGilvray 

W.  M.  Briggs 

T.  Hazlewood 

£.  lligginbottom 

J.  G.  Reid 

MONTREAL 

CHAPTER  No, 

7» 

MONTREAL. 

c 

)rganized  December, 

187 

o. 

Meets  on  First   T 

hursday   of  Baoh 

Month,  Bxoeptingr 

Ju 

ne,  July  and  Auffu 

LSt. 

OFFICERS  : 

W.  M.  LeMcssurier. .. 

....z. 

J.M. 

Ferg 

uson .S.N. 

John  Moore     .    ...... 

....H. 

George  Wo 

oUam P.Soj. 

W.  T.  McLaurin 

....J. 

George 

Lai 

ab S.   " 

John  McLean 

....Treas. 

Wm.  B.Clark J.    ••            | 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

....S.E.^ 

John  Lawre 

nee Janitor. 

PAST  OFFICERS. 

A.  G.  Adams... P. Z. 

Joseph  Mitchell.. P.Z. 

T.  G.  Leders.. ..P.H. 

John  McLean...    " 

William  Hill.-... 

•< 

John  Street " 

W.M.LeMessurier   " 

Bernard  Reed . .  •  • 

M 

A.  Redlich " 

J.  C.  Thurston..    " 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

II 

Jno.  B.  Pyke....P.J. 

F.  M.  Sowdon../' 

Geo.  0.  Stanton. 

(1 

Alex.  Kyle •* 

A.  A.  Stevetreon.   " 

Joseph  Luttrell... 

'                MEMRRRS  : 

II 

A.  A.  Stevenson 

T.  R.  Doran 

J.  M.  Ferguson 

F.  M.  Sowdon 

G.  0.  Stanton 

W.  T.  McUurin 

A.  W.  Akerman 

J.  B.Pyke 

Thos.  Highmore 

A.  G.  Adams 

T.  G.  Leders 

Geo.  Carson 

John  McLean 

J.  J.  Rosen 

Geo.  Lamb 

John  Street 

J.  Luttrell 

Geo.  WooUam 

I.e.  Thurston 

Albert  Redlich 

Wm.  Hostler 

Joseph  Mitchell 

G.  H.  Stevens 

A.  H.  Hersey 

Bernard  Reed 

Ed.  Stacie 

W.  B.  Clark 

W.  M.  LeMessurier 

F.   Patenaude 

C.  0.  Clark 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

John  Mooie 

Henry  Beaumont 

J.J.  Coleman 

W,  J.  Kerr 

A.  L.  Lockcrby 

Wm.  Hill 

Alex.  Kyle 

J.  E.  deHtrtel 

so                                          PROCEEDINGS   OF  TttE 

ROYAL  ALBERT  CHAPTER  No.  8,  MONTREAL.           j 

Organized  February  i,  187 

■ 

Meets  on  Third  Monday  of  March,  June.  September  and      | 

December. 

OFFICERS  : 

B.  Tookc Z. 

T.  T.  Robson S.  N. 

Geo.  T.  Bell H. 

R.   S.   Kingston P.  S. 

Fred  Haworth S.   S. 

E.  W.  Wilson J. 

E.  T.  Scott iVeas. 

J.   Simmons 

J    s. 

S.  W.  Ewing S.E. 

John  Wilson 

Janitor. 

PAST  OFFICERS  : 

Frank  Edgar  ....P.Z. 

J.  C.  Wilson.. .P.Z. 

H.  W.  Atwater.P.H. 

I.  H.   Stearns...     " 

D.   Anderson...     *• 

J.  L.  Ferguson.     " 

A.  D.   Nelson...     •* 

GWLovejoy,MD    - 

C.  F.  Dawson..     «• 

Rev  R'W  Norman    *• 

Geo.  A.  Miller.     « 

C.  W.   Hagar.. P.  T. 

A.  R.  Kramer....    " 

B.  Tooke »* 

H.  W.   Aird...     *»' 

H.  H.  Henshaw    •« 

E.   M.   Renouf.     •* 

MEMBERS  : 

Frank  Edgar                        L.  C.  Barney 

R.  S.  Kinghorn 

William  Miller 

T.P.  Butler 

John  Wilson 

Geo.  0.  Edwards 

R.  C.  Simpson 

John  Simmons 

I.  11.  Stearns 

J.  C.   Wilson 

Fred,  llaworth 

Chajrtlutchison 

G.  R.  W.  Kittson 

Henry  Biophy 

A.  R.  Fraser 

11.  W.  Aird 

E.  W.  Wilson 

H.  W.  At  water 

John  Auld 

J.  J.  Robson 

A.  D.  Nelson 

Hon.  M.  McT.  Tait 

E.  H.  Brown 

C.  W.  Hagar 

Jas.  Cunningham 

W.  E.  Bradshaw 

J.  S.  Ferguson 

Robt.  Mellis 

Wm.   Buell 

Rev.  R.  W.  Norman 

Alex.  McDougall 

H.  L.  Lyman 

L.  Mclldowie 

C.  R.  Chisholm 

'D.  C.  McNaughton 

Brock  Willett 

E.  M.  Renouf 

W.  F.  Egg 

G.  A.  Miller 

B.  Tooke 

Jas.    Ren  wick 

D.  Anderson 

John  Porteous 

G.  G.  Robinson 

H.  S.  Mussen 

C.  F.  Dawson 

John  G.  Poole 

E.  T.  Scott 

H.  A.  Hutchins 

Fred.  W.  Barlow 

C.  J.  Mclntyre 

H.  11.  Henshaw 

F.  F.  Parkins 

G.  W.  Lovejoy,  M.  D. 

S.  W.  Ewing 

• 

•       G.  McKenzie                  1  G.  T.  Bell 
f 
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BEDFORD  CHAPTER  No.  lo,  BEDFORD 

Organized  August  3rd,  1880. 

Meets  Tuesday  Before  Full  Moon  Baoh  Month. 


OFFICERS  : 


Georges.  Walsh.. 
George  E.  Crellar. 
E.  W.  Morgan  ... 
Edward  Coslett    . . . 


.Z. 

.H. 

J. 

.Treas. 

.S.E. 


Hobart  Butler...  P. Z. 
Henry  W.  Nye..     " 
Geo.  W.   Gilman     *• 

Hobart  Butler 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Geo.  W.  Gilman 

C.  A.  Rice 
W.  O.  Breck 
n.  C.  Hall 

H.  H.  Hastings 
E.  A.  Burret 

D.  A.  Hart 
N.  M.  Blinn 


G.  H.  Jones,  Sr S.N. 

E.  F.  Currie     P.  Soj. 

D.  A.  Hart S       *' 

G.  A.  Coslett Jr.     " 

F.J.   Borden Janitor. 


PAST   OFFICERS  : 

W.  A.  Shelters. P. Z. 
K.  H.  Throop...     »* 
G.   A.    Coslett.     " 

MEMBERS  : 
B.  T.   Rice 
Geo.  A.  Coslett 
Edward  Coslett 
Samuel  Coslett 
L.  G.  Burnell 
J.  M.  Ferris 
W.  II.  Smith 
G.  A.  Jone«,  Sr, 
W.  A.  Shelters 
F.  H.  Throop 


H.  H.Hastings. P. Z. 

S.  Coslett P.J. 

J.  M.  Hill,Jr..     " 

F.  J.  Borden 
H.  A.  Black  well 
E.  J.  Taylor 
Geo.  S.  Walsh 
Geo.  E.  Crellar 
J.  M.   Hill,  Jr. 
Edwin  F.  Currie 
Edw.  W.   Morgan 


SHAWENEGAM    CHAPTER    No.   11,  THREE    RIVERS. 

Organized  January  13th,  1884. 

Meets  First  Wednesday  of  Each  Month. 


R.  W.  Williams Z. 

A.  D.  Ritchie H. 

Wm.  Wallace J. 

R.  W.  Williams Treas, 

R.  C.  Argall S.E. 


G.  O.  Tyler  ....P.Z. 
R.  W.  Williams.    •• 
W.  B.  Smith....    «• 

Geo.  O.  Tyler 
E.  M.  Copeland 
S.  W.  Butterfield 
I.  H.  Stearns 
David  Seath 
R.   W.  Williams 


James  Tebbutt S.N. 

F.  J.  Argall P. Soj. 

N.  Lymburner S.   •• 

J.   V.    Nicol J.     «• 

Thos.    H.  Argall Janitor 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 

E.M.  Copeland. P.Z. 
I.  H.   Stearns..     " 
David  Seath ....     ** 

MEMBERS  : 

F.  F.  Farmer 
W.  B.   Smith 
A.  D.  Ritchie 
J.  V.  Nicol 
E.  N.  Pike 
J.  A.  Woodman 


F.  F.  Farmer.. P.Z. 
A.  D.  Ritchie..     '• 

E.  N.   Pike....P.H. 

William  Wallace 

F.  J.  Argall 
T.  H.  Argall 
J.  W.  Smith 
James  Tebbutt 
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MOUNT  SUTTON  CHAPTER  No.  la,  SUTTON. 

Organized  January  12,   1895. 

Meets  First  Saturday  After  Full  Moon. 


OFFICERS : 


Wm.  Macfarlane Z. 

Chas.  C.  Dyer ,,,H. 

R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D....J. 

£.  R.  Shepard Treas. 

H.  H.  Dyer S.E. 


A.  W.  Westover S.N. 

G,  E.  Clark P.  Soj. 

H.  F.  Darrah S.     " 

Frank  H.   Page J.     •* 

H.  A.  Parsons •...,••  Janitor, 


John  P.  Noycs. 


John  P .  Noyes 
W.  H.  O'Rcgan 
Eugene  A.  Dyer 
R.T.  Macdonald,M.D 

F.  A.  Olmstead 
H.  A.  Parsons 

G.  E.  Clark 
R.  Curley 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 

....P.Z.    I  W.  H.  O'Rcgan P.Z. 


MEMBERS  ; 

G.  E.  Dyer 
W.  Macfarlane 
Chas.  C.  Dyer 
N.  T.  Wyati 
A.  W.  Westover 
H.  F.  Darrah 
K.  H.  Page 
E.  E.  Gleason 


E.  R.  Shepard 

H.  H.  Dyer 

H.  S.  Bigelow 

J.  M.  Ruiter 

Rev.  W.  P.  Chambers 

L.  J.  Demers 

E.  E.  Mills 

A.  E.  Raliton 


<5ran^  Secretaries. 

• 

GRAND  CHAPTLBS. 

Annual 
Convocation. 

GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

ADDRESS. 

Alabama 

Arizona 

December . . . 
November . . . 
November. .. 

April 

January 

September... 

May 

January  

December  . . . 

May 

April 

October 

October 

August 

October 

February .... 

October 

February .... 

May 

November. .. 
December..,. 

January  

October 

February  .... 

April 

September. . . 

H.  C.   Armstrong 

Geo.  J .  Roskruge 

James  A .   Henry 

Thomas  H.  Caswell 

Thomas  Sargant 

E.  C.  Parmalee 

Jas.  McCormick..  ..:... 

Tames  H.  Price 

Lewis  G.  Stephen 

William  A.  McLean.... 

A.  M.  Wohhin 

Gilbert  W.  Barnard.... 
William  H.  Smythe.... 

Joseph  S .  Murrow 

Alf.   Wingate 

Montgomery 

Tucson 

Little  Rock 

San  Francisco 

Toronto 

Denver 

Hartford 

Wilmington 

Washington 

Jacksonville 

Macon 

Chicago 

Indianapolis 

Atoka 

Des  Moines 

.Selina 

Louisville 

New  Orleans 

Portland 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Coldwater 

St.  Paul 

Jackson 

St.  Louis 

Helena 

Omaha 

Carson  City 

St.  John,  N.B. 

Concord 

Jersey  City 

Buffalo 

Wilmington 

Fargo 

Halifax 

Urbana 

Eugene 

Philadelphia 

Montreal 

Providence 

Columbia 

Flandreau 

Nashville 

Houston 

Burlington 

Petersburg 

Walla  Walla 

Charleston 

Milwaukee 

Buf&lo 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory . . 
Iowa 

Ransas 

[acobDeWitt 

Henry  B .  Grant 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

George  L.  McCahan.... 

Seranus  Bowen 

Jefferson  S.  Conover  ... 
Thomas  Montgomery.. .. 
J.  L.  Power ,.,, 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri. ....  .... 

William  H.  Mayo 

Cornelius  Hedges 

William  R.  Bowen 

Chauncey  N.'Noteware. 

William  A.  Ewing 

George  P .  Cleaves 

George  B.  Edwards 

Christopher  G.  Fox 

Horace  H.  Munson 

Frank  J.  Thompson.... 

Alexander  Ross 

Charles  C.  Kiefer 

Jas.  F.  Robinson 

Charles  Cary 

Montana. 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

December  . . . 

June 

April 

May 

May 

February .... 

May 

June 

June 

October 

June 

December  . . . 

[anuary  

March    

February .... 

June 

January  

December . . . 

June 

November 

June 

November. .. 
February.... 
Tricii-1897  . . 

New  Brunswick.. 
New  Hampshire . . 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Carolina. . 
North  Dakota.... 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio. 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island.... 
South  Carolina. .. 
South  Dakota.... 

Tennessee 

Texas . 

Will.  H.  Whyte 

William  R.  Green 

A.  E.  Fugle 

George  A  Peltigrew  ... 
Wm.  A.  Clendening.... 
Geo.  Looas.  Tr 

Vermont. 

Warren  G .  Reynolds .... 
Jas.  P.  Blanks 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

0.  G.  Chapter... 

Yancy  T.  Blalock 

Odell  S.  Long 

John  W.  Laflin 

Christopher  G.  Fox 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 


IRepresentatives  ot  tbe  6ran&  Cbapter  of  Quebec, 
near  otber  0ran5  Cbapters. 


GRAND  CHAPTERS. 


REPRESENTATIVE. 


RESIDKNX'E. 


Alabama Menry  I  \ .  Matthews Montgomery 

Arkansas T.  M.    Hors'*aIl Hazen 

California , W.  BncVley  Davis Sacramento 

Canida Da niel  S])ry London 

Colo,  ado    David  La  Salle Leadville 

Connecticut E .  Tweedy Danbury 

Delaware Alfred  G.  Cax ....  Middleton 

District  of  Columbia J.  M.  Y/.nnga \Va''hington 

Florida Robert  T.  IVny   Key  West 

Georgia E.  H.    Keed Waycross 

Illinois William  L.  Mdligan Ottawa 

Indiana Isaac  P.  Leydnn New  Albany 

Indian  Territory flon.  Selwyn  Douglas  ....Oklahoma 

Io\5  a Richard  I lermann    Dubuque 

Kansas W.G.Graham,   M.D. . ..  Winfield 

Kentucky J.  W.  Hopper Louisville 

Louisiana Andrew  Hero,  Jr New  Orleans 

Maine Joseph  M  .  Hayrs Hath 

Maryland Charles  F .  Achey Haliiraore 

Massachusetts B.  Sanford,  Jr Brockton 

Minnesota W.  J.  Hahn Minneapolis 

Mississippi B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus 

Missouri W.  M.  Willi  ims Boonville 

Montana J .  J .  Hinds  >n Helena 

Nebraska William  D.  Spain Indianapolis 

New  Brunsv\ick    George  M.  Jarvis Moncton 

New  Hampshire G.   P.  CI-  aves Concord 

New  Jersey.., G.  B.  Edwards Jersey  Heights 

New  York Frank  G     liolles Unandilla 

Nevada William  Suth'rland Virginia  City 

North  Carolina S .  Douglas  Wait Raleigh 

North  Dakota H.    M.   Wheeler Grand  Forks 

Nova  Scotia Willium  Crowe Halifax 

Ohio R .  C .  Lemmon Toledo 

Oregon John  J.  Spencer McMinvillc 

Pennsylvania John   McKain Duquesne 

Rhode  Island W.  C.  T.  Wardwell Brij^tol 

South  Carolina J .  H .  Mc  Kessick Union 

South  Dakota Ivan  W .  Goodner Pierre 

Tennessee Joseph  M .  Anderson Lebanon 

Texas R.  M.  Elgin Houston 

Vermont Marsh  O.  Perkins Windsor 

Virginia Leslie  J.  Talbolt Lynchburg 

Washington Ralph  Guichard Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia Hugh  Sterling Wheeling 

Wisconsin W .  C .  Swain Milwaukee 
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■Representatives  ot  otber  0ran6  Cbapters  near  tbe 
©ranO  Cbapter  of  Quebec. 

GRAND  CHAPTERS.  REPRESENTATIVE.  RESIDENCE. 

Alabama Angus  Grant Montreal 

Arkansas K .  Tyler ** 

California Frank  Edgar •' 

Canada Will.  H.   Whyte 

Colorado I) .  Derby Waterloo 

Connecticut , E .  M .   Copeland Berihier 

Delaware H  .  Dunne Montreal 

District  of  Columbia G.  A.    Miller •* 

Florida A.  G.  Adams ** 

Georgia F .  Massey *  * 

Illinois A.  D.  Nelson •* 

Indiana Ed>on  Filch Quebec 

Iowa John  Mclean Montreal 

Kansas James  Addie Milby 

Kentucky C.    K.  Willis Montreal 

Louisiana Ily.  1  ).ividson Siierbrooke 

Maine James  Dunbar Quebec 

Maryland II.  J.   Pratten •* 

Ma>sachusetts J .   I  '• .    I'rt  sidder Mont  real 

Minnesota John  P.  Noyes Sweetsburg 

Mississippi D .  Anderson Monl  real 

Missouri  ... \V.  M.   LcMessurier ** 

Montana \V.  A.  Taylor Waterloo 

Nebiaska G.  H.  Presby Sherbrooke 

New  Brunswick Arch .    R .  Fraser Montreal 

New  Hampshire I .  U .  Stearns ** 

New  Jersey D.ivid  Seath ** 

New  York J.  11.  Gialiam,  LL.D... .  Richmond 

Nevada Cliarles  Knowles Quebec 

North  Carolina Rev.  H.  W.  Nye Bedford 

North  Dako'a R.  W.   Williams Three  Rivers 

Nova  Scotia Henry  Griffith Quebec 

Ohio K.  T.  D.  Chambers ** 

Oregon I lobart  Butler Bedford 

Pennsylvania A.  A.  Stevenson Montreal 

Rhotle  Island II.  E.  Channell     Stansiead 

South  Carolina H.  S.   Couper Montreal 

South  Dakota Edwin  Hall Dunham 

Tennessee Joseph  Mitchell Montreal 

Texas Cie"ii]^e  O.  Stanton •• 

Vermont W .  Bickerton  .Smith Granby 

Virginia ,...E.  J.  kaymond Waterloo 

Washington Georgt- E    Robinson '* 

West  Virginia A.  D.  Stevens,   M.D Dunham 

Wisconsin II.  L.  Fuller,  M.D Sweetsburg 


'*  Reverently  we  bend 
Above  our  sleeping  friends, 
And  hopefully  cast  the  green  sprigs  o'er  each  head  ; 
*Tis  but  a  fleeting  hour^ 
The  Omnipotent  hath  power, 
And  he  will  raise  our  loved  ones  from  the  dead." 


Ifn  /Iftemoriam, 


<3o[den  Vule,  flo.  t,  Sberbroofte. 
CoMP.  G.  J.  Chillas. 


Stabacona  Cbaptett  flo.  2»  Quebec. 

Com  p.  G.  B.  Lawbencs. 


Aount  1)oreb  Cbapter»  Do.  6»  AontreaL 

R.  E.  CoMP.  C.  B.  Gbkaves. 

Com  p.  George  Acton. 


Voi^al  Blbert  Cbapter,  Do.  8»  AontreaL 
CoMP.  J.  C.  Crathebn. 


:iSebtorb  Cbapter,  Do.  10»  :iSebtorb. 
CoMP.  Charles  Jackson. 
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By    \A<''iuu    H.    \A<''hytb. 
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  atid  the  Officers 
and  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter^  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Quebec: 


HE  warm  days  of  summer  are  past, 
the  mellow  evenings  of  autumn 
and  our  Indian  summer  have  like- 
wise gone,  and  as  the  days  grow 
shorter  and  winter  evenings  are 
coming  on  apace,  we  again,  at  the 
request  of  our  chief,  take  up  the 
work  of  reviewing  for  our  Grand 
Chapter  the  progress  of  the  Capi- 
tular Craft  for  another  year.  It  is  fast  approaching  that 
time  of  the  year  when  all  Christendom  celebrates  the 
nativity  of  the  Holy  and  gentle  Nazarene,  whose  advent,  as 


^'^'i. 
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the  Messiah  of  the  new  dispensation,  was  ushered  in  nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago  by  the  Herald  Angels  with  that 
sweet  strain  "On  earth,  peace,  good-will  towards  men." 
With  this  refrain  almost  sounding  in  our  ears  with  the 
fast  approaching  Christmas  tide,  as  we  write  comes 
ominous  and  threatening  rumours  of  war,  and  we  pondei 
can  it  be  true  that  even  an  idea  exists  thai  is  in  the  range 
of  possibilities  that  we  Canadians  are  threatened  and  may 
have  to,  at  almost  the  commencement  of  the  twentieth 
century,  defend  our  hearths  and  homes  from  neighbors 
connected  by  many  ties  of  kindred  and  association  ;  and 
for  what  ?  Our  love  for  the  "  old  flag  "  ?  Our  fathers* 
flag  ?  Ah  well !  political  demagogues  may  blow  and 
bluster,  but  we  have  an  abiding  faith  that  sober 
second  thoughts  among  the  earnest  thinkers  of  the  nations 
will  soon  assert  themselves.  The  thought,  likewise 
arises,  will  not  the  vast  army  of  the  fraternity  of  Free- 
masons on  both  sides  of  the  mighty  water,  have  some 
influence  over  the  Jingo,  will  not  their  weight  be  felt  on 
the  side  of  peace  and  good-will  or  is  the  much  vaunted 
influence  of  the  Order  on  the  welfare  of  mankind  all  a 
myth  ?  We  trust  not.  But  to  return  to  our  subject. 
Before  we  start  on  our  pilgrimage,  permit  us  to  offer  our 
sincere  thanks  to  many  of  our  confreres  of  the  Guild  for 
their  very  courteous  reception  and  fraternal  remarks  made 
towards  us  upon  our  re-entry  to  the  ranks  of  the  Corres- 
pondents. We  did  not  expect  such  a  flattering  reception 
and  appreciate  the  kindly  feeling  that  has  prompted  it. 
It  is  likely  this  report  will  again  close  our  extremely 
pleasant  association  with  the  Reportorial  Corps  and  our 
predecessor  will,  in  all  probability,  be  our  successor.  If 
such  be  the  case  we  will  again  part  company  with  much 
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regret,  for  we  have  sincerely  enjoyed  our  pilgrimage 
through  the  various  Capitular  Jurisdictions,  during  the 
past  two  years,  but  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  feeling 
that  the  work  of  reviewing  will  again  be  in  more  accus- 
tomed and  talented  hands. 


ALABAMA. 

68th  Annusbl  Oonvooation.         December  3rd,  1894. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Montgomery,  M.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  A. 
McKinnon,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  33  Sub- 
ordinates out  of  42  represented.  The  Grand  High 
Priest's  address  stated  that  the  work  of  the  year,  while 
not  as  encouraging  as  might  be  desired,  yet  taking  into 
consideration  the  financial  depression,  they  ought,  at 
least,  be  ielt  satisfied. 

We  note  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted, 
and  we  are  also  pleased  to  find  that  Comp.  Pillans 
graciously  acceded  to  the  wish  of  Grand  Chapter  : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  realizes  the  long 
and  eminent  services  rendered  by  Companion  P.  J.  Tillans,  and 
while  appreciating  his  request  to  be  released  from  long  service  as 
Chairman  of  Commit  tee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  feel  that  the 
work  can  not  be  con  filled  to  safer  hands. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  Grand  Chapter  would  res{)ectfully  state 
that  bis  continuance  in  the  position  would  be  exceedingly  gratifj'ing 
to  the  Body  and  beneticial  to  theHJbapter  at  home  and  abroad. 

Resolved,  That  hearty  thanks  are  hereby  extended  to  Companion 
Pillans  for  his  past  service,  and  our  earnest  hope  expressed  that  he 
may  continue  for  many  years  to  illustrate  by  a  noble  life  the  beauty 
and  beneficence  of  Masonry. 


4  ALABAMA. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  the  Veteran  is 
again  presented.  Quebec  receiving  due  notice.  43 
Grand  Jurisdictions  are  revieved  in  his  usual  pleasant 
manner,  and  in  his  conclusion  he  has  this  to  say  of  the 
Order : 

It  gives  us  Bupreme  pleasare  to  find  that  throogboat  the  fore- 
going, naught  ia  discovered  to  create  alarm,  bat  that  the  Boyal 
Craft  is  moving  in  the  routine  of  its  duties,  stimulated  with  zeal 
and  abounding  in  benevolence,  'ilie  Order  prospers  everywhere 
save  in  one  Jurisdiction,  and  even  these  dormant  Cliapters  are 
awakening  to  life  and  activity. 

42  Chapters  ;  Membership,  1029  ;  Decrease,  40. 

John  G.  Smith,  Birmingham,     -      Grand  High  Priest, 
H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Montgomery,    Grand  Secretary. 


ALABAMA. 
69th  Annual  Convocation.  Dec.  2nd,  1895. 

Held  in  Montgomery,  M.  E.  Comp.  John  G.  Smith, 
G.H.  Priest,  presiding,  with  27  subordinates  represented. 
Quebec's  representative  also  present. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  Priest  is  more  encouraging  : 
he  feels  confident  the  bright  star  of  prosperity  is  seem- 
ingly to  hover  above  them  now. 

Comp.  P.  J.  Pillans,  for  the  29th  time,  presents  the  An- 
nual Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  44  Jurisdic- 
tions ;  Quebec,  among  the'  number,  is  courteously  and 
kindly  reviewed.  He  thinks  the  greatest  Elephant  on 
hand  at  present  is  the  printed  ritual.  Too  many  want 
them  and  too  many  are  lost.     He  says : 
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In  early  dftye,  by  tradition  was  the  work  conveyed,  and  by  this 
means  only  did  we  obtain  it ;  but  the  world  is  faster  now,  and  onr 
Brethren  cannot  spare  the  time  thus  orally  to  be  instructed. 

Quite  true,  Companion,  we  are  living  in  a  fast  and 
rushing  age.  Steam,  electricity  and  other  kindred  forces 
are  annihilating  time  and  space,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
this  mundane  sphere  are  carrying  their  hurrying, 
bustling  propensities  into  everything, 

41  Chapters  ;  Membership,  1007  ;  Decrease,  22. 

John  G.  Smith,  Birmingham,     -     Grand   High  Priest. 
H.  Clay  Armstrong,  Montgomery,    Grand  Secretary. 


ARIZONA. 
6th  Annual  Oonvooation,  Nov.  14th,  1894. 

Held  in  the  city  of  Phoenix,  M.  E  Comp.  Alexander 
G.  Oliver,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Four  Chapters 
represented.  The  Grind  High  Priest  commences  his 
address  with  a  poetical  pen  picture  of  the  country 
in  which  the  City  of  Phoenix  stands,  and  then  adds: 

I  am  simply  a  plain  basiness  man  and  do  not  feel  competent,  nor 
do  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  Masonry. 

It  is  not  always  the  men  who  work  up  grandilo- 
quent lectures  on  the  fraternity  that  make  the  most 
successful  leaders.  "Plain  business  men,"  with  good, 
common  sense,  ofttimes  achieve  greater  success  for  their 
constituents  by  their  practical  example  and  work  than 
those  who  can  lecture  but  not  perform. 

He  reports  the  Royal  Craft  in  general  throughout  his 
jurisdiction  as  prosperous. 


6  AR!20NA. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented  by  Comp. 
Charles  D.  Belden,  as  successor  to  the  late  lamented 
Comp.  Lighthizer.  He  reviews  thirty-eight  Jurisdictions  in 
about  as  many  pages,  and  presents  an  interesting  Report. 

Under  Minnesota  we  find  the  following  on  Incorpora- 
tion of  Chapters : 

If  this  incorporation  is  for  the  purpose  of  holding  real  estate  we 
do  not  see  any  objection,  bnt  if  it  is  done  for  any  other  purpose,  and 
it  can  be  directed  in  many  new  fields,  such  as  summary  processes 
for  collection  of  dues,  etc.,  it  is  but  the  commencement  of  substitu- 
ting State  Laws  for  the  venerable  system  of  Masonic  law  and  fore- 
shadows the  disintegration  of  our  entire  system.  Masonry  recog- 
nizes the  Divine  law  as  its  foundation,  and  its  own  arbitrary  usages 
and  customs  arc  its  mainstay.  Had  it  not  been  for  its  very  pecnliari- 
J  ties,  itb  entirely  unique  system  of  government,  it  could  hardly  have 
I  existed  so  many  ages.  Its  greatest  charm  lies  in  the  striking  con- 
trast between  its  paternal  and  fraternal  ways  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  harsh  requirements  oi  the  civilized  community  on  the  other. 

Quite  true !     As  soon  as  you  incorporate  a  Lodge  or 

Chapter  you  place  it  under  the  care  of  the  State,'  and 

thereby  give  an  outsider  a  right  to  come  in  and  overlook 

your  books,  doings,  etc.     Not  that  Masonry  does  anything 

she  would  fain  hide,  but  our  private  concerns  are  nobody's 

?     business,  not  any  more  than  family  or  personal  affairs  are, 

i     and  it  is,  consequently,  a  grave  mistake  to  place  any  por- 

I     tion   of  the    Fraternity   in  such  a  position  that  vulgar 

curiosity  can   pry  into   its  affairs.     Property  can  always 

be  held  by  trustees,  or  in  the  case  of  a  large  building,  by 

a  joint  stock  company,    but  the  latter  is  the  only  incor- 

{     poration  required  by  any  portion  of  the  Fraternity, 

Under  Wisconsin  he  makes  the  following  remarks : 

If  the  routine  business  and  the  ritual  is  all  there  is  to  Capitular 
I      Masonry,  then  we  had  better  stop  the  publication  of  any  reports 
whatever.    No ;  there  are  Aindamental  truths  underlying  cue  sys- 
t 
t 
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tem ;  there  are  beautiful  thoughts  of  ennobling  nature  derivable 
from  it;  the  sympathies  of  human  nature  are  involved,  and  all  of 
the  higher  attributes  can  be  enlisted  in  its  work.  These  will  not  be 
brought  out  by  the  ordinary  routine  business,  or  by  the  plain  ren- 
dering of  the  ritual.  The  ordinary  work  of  the  Chapter  must  be 
supplemented  by  thought  and  research,  and  the  results  reported. 
Then,  and  then  onlVf  when  a  study  is  maile  of  the  extent  of  the 
system,  an  interest  must  awaken,  and  no  Chapter  is  so  deep  in  a 
trance  but  that  the  men  comix)8ing  it,  who  sought  for  its  mysteries, 
from  whatsoever  cause,  will  as  eagerly  listen  to  the  new  expositions 
of  truth  as  they  did  to  the  original,  and  awaken  with  vigor.  'Tis 
human  nature ;  dull  monotony  will  kill  every  sense,  but  variety  is 
the  spice  of  life- 

Away  with  monotony,  and  give  us  more  (Jonnors,  Ercanbracks, 
Williams',  Singletons,  Drummonds,  Waits  and  Swains,  and  more  of 
their  works. 

Quebec  for  1894  receives  due  notice,  and  he  kindly 
extends  cordial  greetings  on  our  return  to  the  ranks.  He 
says  : 

AVe  are  pleased  to  extend  cordial  greetings  to  you.  Comp.  Whyte, 
you  will  enjoy  your  labor,  if  we  mistake  not,  for  the  perusal  of  the 
careful  statements,  historical  data,  trite  arguments,  scholarly  plead- 
ings, and  flights  of  eloquent  rhetoric  appearing  in  the  Reports,  are 
truly  pleasing. 

We  have,  Companion,  found  it  as  we  did  a  few  years  since 
an  extremely  enjoyable  labor  of  love,  and  he  who  does 
not  arise  from  his  task  feeling  he  has  benefitted  by  it, 
is  indeed  an  egotistical  dullard. 

4  Chapters  ;  Membership,  187;   Increase,  i. 

Francis  A.  Shaw,  Phoenix,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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ARKANSAS. 

4dtb  Annnul  Gk>iivocatloiL         November  2lBtp  1896. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Little  Rock«  M.  E.  Comp.  James 
M*  Harkey,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  44  C  haptcrs 
out  of  66  Subordinates  represented.  Quebec  Repre- 
sentative present.  The  Grand  High  Priest  presented 
a  short  business  address.  He  granted  several  dispensa- 
tions for  Chapters  to  change  their  domicile,  and  then 
laconicly  remarks :  "  I  have  not  heard  from  them  ;  hope 
they  arc  doing  well." 

Eleven  Chapters  having  failed  to  make  returns,  he 
says  : 

I  recommend  to  this  Grand  Chapter,  if  possible,  to  send  some 
one  to  all  the  Chapters  that  are  in  arrears  for  returns  and  dues  and 
revive  them  if  jiOSHible ;  if  not  to  take  up  their  charter  and  all  th^r 
belong! n^^s  and  forward  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Owing  to  the  press  of  business  and  scarcity  of  money,  I  have  been 
anable  to  visit  any  of  the  (Subordinate  Chapters  officially. 

Comp.  R.  J.  Laughlin  presents  a  very  short  Report  on 
Correspondence,  which  does  not  quite  occupy  one  page, 
eclipsing  all  his  former  efforts  in  the  way  of  brevity. 

He  states  before  making  one  quotation  from  Louisiana 

on  Ritual  : 

There  are  no  important  discussions  this  year  and  little  outside  of 
the  regular  routine  proceedings. 

We  regret  not  hearing  more  from  Comp.  Laughlin. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Convocation,  as  reported,  are 
somewhat  limited  and  routine.  Their  list  of  Grand 
Secretaries  is  badly  in  need  of  revision. 

66  Chapters.     Membership,  1897.     Decrease,  30. 
James  H.  Roten,  Mamoth  Spring,  Grand  High  Priest. 
James  A.  Henry,  Little  Rock,      -      Grand  Secretary. 


f. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

4l8t  Annual  Convocation.  April  16th,  1896. 

Held  in  the  City  ot  San  Francisco,  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  L. 
Crawford,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  55  Chartered 
Constituents  represented  out  of  6&.  Eleven  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  were  present.  Quebec's  Grand  Representa- 
tive was  not  present  at  this  Convocation. 

The  Proceedings  state  that  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
opened  in  ample  form,  with  music  by  the  choir,  and 
next  day's  Proceedings  also  informs  us  that  after  music 
by  the  choir  the  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read.  Very 
few  Grand  Bodies  take  this  trouble  and  we  are  sure  it 
was  a  very  pleasing  part  of  the  Convocation.  California's 
example  could  be  copied  with  pleasant  results.  The 
Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  quite  lengthy.  He 
remaiks  : 

From  my  observations  duiing  the  past  thirty  years,  I  can  but  be 

satisfied  that  the  moral  standard  of  Koyal  Arch  Masonry  lias  been 

.  advancing  upward.     Many  tlnn^s  that  in  years  past  were  blots 

upon  its  honored  name,  have  been  gradually   effaced,  if  not  yet 

entirely  eradicated. 

He  regrets,  however,  that  intemperance  still  hangs 
like  a  cloud  upon  the  good  name  of  the  Craft,  and  as  a 
remedial  action,  recommends  one  and  all  to  live  temperate 
lives  in  order  to  inculcate  by  example.  This  is  a  very 
sweeping  remark  upon  the  good  name  of  our  Companions 
on  the  Pacific.  We  trust  the  Grand  High  Priest  has 
only  been  looking  at  a  few  isolated  cases  through  a 
somewhat  magnified  glass.  One  dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  granted  ;  visited  officially  19  Chapters. 


W..*yTiwna 
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Forty-eight  Jurisdictions  are  carefully  reviewed  by 
Comp.  Wm.  A.  Davies  in  one  hundred  pages.  On  the 
condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  he  says  : 

The  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  United  States  is  all 
that  could  he  desired.  The  improvement  in  the  last  decade  has 
been  decided  and  permanent.  There  is  great  unanimity  in  the 
constrnction  of  its  laws.  There  is  no  contention  as  to  what  is,  or 
what  is  not  the  correct  ritual,  and  there  is  harmonious  action  in  its 
legislative  bodies. 

The  questions  at  issue  are  few,  and  not  of  vital  importance.  The 
doctrine  of  dependent  membership  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Loilge 
is  an  acknowledged  factor  in  the  anion  for  an  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance  between  the  various  branches  of  the  American 
system  of  Freemasonry,  \iiith  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Corner  Stone 
of  the  edifice. 

The  doctrine  of  dependent  or  rather  compulsory  mem- 
bership is  a  production  of  the  "  wild  and  wooly  West," 
the  Eastern  portion  of  the  continent  does  not  appear  to 
worry  itself  very  much  over  it ;  no  doubt,  feeling 
Masonry  does  not  require  "offensive"  measures  against 
any  portion  of  itself. 

Companion  Davies  presents  a  very  complete  record  of 
each  Jurisdiction,  Quebec  for  1894  receiving  full  and 
kindly  notice.  He  considers  "California  legislation  is 
generally  approved;"  so  it  is,  Companion,  "generally." 
We  cannot  expect  that  every  one  will  always  approve  of 
everything  one  does.  Circumstances  and  localities  alter 
cases,  and  what  would  work  admirably  on  the  Pacific 
slope  might  not  suit  quite  as  well  those  on  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic,  but  any  differences  in  legislation  that  may 
be  are  not  very  vital  after  all.  **  Many  men,  many 
minds" — and  complete  uniformity  on  all  points  is  not  to 
be  expected  in  this  little  world  of  our's. 

68  Chapters;  Membership,  5132  ;  Increase,  44. 
Adolphus  Hewel,  Modesto,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 
Thomas  H.  Caswell,  San  Francisco,    Grand  Secretary. 
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CANADA. 

38th  Annual  Oonvooation.  July  16th,  1895. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross 
Robertson,  Grand  Z.,  presiding.  ^6  out  of  97  Subord- 
inates were  represented.  Quebec's  highly  respected 
Grand  Representative,  M.  E.  Comp.  D.  Spry,  was,  as 
usual,  present.  The  Grand  Z.  presented  a  long  and 
exhaustive  account  of  his  year  s  work.  He  is  well  known 
as  a  hard  working  and  untiring  official  and  member  of 
the  Craft,  and  faithfully  kept  up  his  reputation  by  visiting 
70  of  his  Subordinates.  He  is  particularly  severe  and 
rightly  so,  upon  those  who  accept  office  and  then  f  lil  to 
do  their  duty.     He  remarks  thusly  : 

The  duties  of  Superintendent  call  for  some  display  of  energy  on 
the  part  of  Companions  accepting  the  office.  It  is  pleasant  and 
agreeable  to  visit  Grand  Chapter  and  return  home  clothed  with 
imposing  regalia,  which  is  the  emblem  of  authority,  but  to  accept 
office  and  to  ignore  a  solemn  obligation  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office  is  not  in  accordance  with  tlie  morals  of  Masonry. 

Some  men  are  eager  to  accept  office  utterly  unconscious  of  the 
fact  that  incapacity  has  no  place  in  the  equipment  of  him  who 
would  guide  work,  either  Craft  or  Capitular. 

And  again  : 

We  may  issue  dispensations  and  establish  Chapters,  but  if  the 
workers  are  only  represented  by  names  on  the  roll  call,  if  the 
officers  are  those  who  are  on  hand  only  at  a  church  parade,  an 
"At  Home"  or  an  official  muster,  where  Masonic  millinery  is 
the  best  thing  in  the  outfit,  then  is  not  a  Grand  First  Principal 
justified  in  refusing  to  touch  the  button  and  give  a  vitality  to 
an  organization  which  would  not  reflect  credit  upon  Masonic  life  ? 

We  heartily  agree  with  him  on  the  following  : 

Chapters  cannot  prosper  in  small  centres.  One  Lodge  rarely 
deveiopes  searchers  after  the  higher  mysteries  of  the  Royal  Arch 
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in  sufficient  numbers  to  give  strength  to  a  Chapter.  Different 
Lodges  have  different  cbarscteristics,  but  these  are  harmonized  in 
the  higher  and  unifie<l  life  of  the  Chapter.  One  great  element  of 
strength  in  our  system  is  its  power  to  build  stones  hewn  from 
many  quarries  into  the  perfected  beauty  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

He  has  this  to  say  about  the    Royal  Arch  and  other 
branches  of  the  Fraternity  : 

For  other  degrees  in  the  field  of  Masonic  labor  one  has,  and  truly, 
every  regard  and  veneration.  Men  have  the  right  to  join  any 
branch  of  Masonic  work,  but  no  man  or  men  have  the  right  to 
l>etter  the  condition  of  the  rites,  to  which  they  aie  partial,  at  the 
expense  of  an  institution  which  saw  the  sunlight  almost  half  a 
century  before  the  rites  alluded  to  were  known  to  have  either  a 
father  or  mother. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  is  one  of  merit.  Its  worth  is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  iu  the  motherland  it  was  for  years  an  integral  part  of 
the  Craft  work.  It  stands  and  will  stand  as  the  perfection  of 
Masonry.  Other  degrees  may  have  in  them  the  essentials  and  be 
good  enough  Masoniy  for  those  who  want  them.  Our  degrees, 
however,  are  not  counted  as  the  millionaire  counts  his  cash.  We 
are  not  turning  into  tlie  highways  and  by-ways  Companions  as 
moving  advertisements  of  our  work.  Nor  do  we  call  to  our  aid  the 
notation  table  and  teach  innocent  Craftsmen  to  believe  that  a  con- 
centration of  numerals  proves  that  the  possessor  has  the  pathway  to 
his  greatness  lined  with  libraries  of  knowledge,  when  every  friend 
knows  that  all  he  owns  are  the  steps  that  lead  up  to  empty  shelves. 

Of  the  Past  Masters*  degiee  he  has  this  to  say: 

The  legitimate  Past  Master  is  to  be  found  in  the  Craft  Lodge. 
The  imitation  article  is  to  be  found  in  Capitular  Jurisdictions  which 
undertake  to  confer  the  degree.  There  is  enough  legitimate 
Masonry  in  our  particular  branch  of  the  work,  without  importhig  an 
extraneous  ceremony,  whi(!h  has  features  repellant  to  the  instincts 
of  men  who  reverance  the  teachings  of  Masonry. 

The  Session  was  as  usual  a  busy  one,  and  the  various 
reports  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  their  active  and 
efficient  Grand  Scribe  E.  showed  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
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be  in  a  flourishing  and  projjressive  condition.  We  cull 
the  following  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Order,  on  the  question  and  condition  of  the  Canadian 
Chapters  in  Victoria,  Australia.  We  are  delighted  a 
settlement  and  union  has  been  so  happily  arrived  at. 

The  recognition  and  justice  so  long  denied  has  been  accorded, 
and  a  union  based  on  conditions  satisfactory  to  both  sides  has  been 
effected.  The  issue  of  charters  from  Canada  gave  an  impetus  to 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  which  it  never 
enjoyed  before.  Their  existence  originated  the  Grand  Chapter 
there,  and  the  opposition  of  the  latter  body  to  the  Canadian  Com- 
panions compelled  tlie  further  issuance  of  charters  to  a  territory 
still  claimed  by  Canada  as  unoctMipied.  The  zeal  and  ])crsi8tence 
of  the  Companions  under  the  Canadian  warrants  at  last  brought  the 
Victorian  <  'ompanions  to  a  realization  of  tlie  gravity  of  the  breach, 
the  olive  branch  so  often  advanced  and  as  often  rejected,  was 
finally  accepted,  and  the  conditions  submitted  by  the  Canadian 
Companions  as  to  retention  of  Chapters  and  rank  were  amicably 
agreed  to.  Thiis,  through  the  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in 
coming  to  the  aid  of  our  neglected  Companions  at  the  Antipodes, 
will  be  found  a  Grand  Chapter,  which  for  strength  and  earnestness 
will  certainly  not  be  equalled  in  that  division  of  the  globe. 

Companion  Henry  Robertson,  after  27  years  as  Foreign 
Correspondent,  pronounced  his  valedictory,  and  Com- 
panion Geo.  J.  Bennett  reigns  in  his  stead.  While  we 
regret  Comp.  Robertson's  retirement,  for  a  long  associa- 
tion's sake,  he  being  almost  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Capitular  Reporting  Guild,  we  must  admit  Canada  has 
found  a  worthy  successor  in  Comp.  Bennett.  His  report 
is  a  masterly  effort  and  we  perused  it  with  much  pleasure 
and  interest.     Of  his  efforts  he  says  : 

The  Keport  is  tendered,  even  as  the  duty  was  assigned,  witliout 
apology.  It  was  in  the  spirit  of  obedience  that  the  unsought  task 
w^as  undertaken,  and  not  from  any  idea,  remote  or  otherwise,  that 
we  were  capable  of  presenting  a  work  that  would  bear  inspection. 
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Too  modest,  my  dear  Companion.  No  apology  is 
needed  or  required.  We  had  marked  a  number  of 
remarks  for  quotation  but  find  we  are  overstepping  our 
allotted  space. 

Quebec  for  1895  is  fully  ard  fraternally  noticed. 
Excerpts  from  M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  address,  and  a 
number  from  our  Report  on  Correspondence  are  given, 
as  well  as  kind  personal  allusions.  Comp.  Bennett 
says  elsewhere  he  has  no  corns,  hut  our  remarks  on  the 
nomenclature  of  our  Mother  Grand  Chapter  "  Canada" 
(in  Ontario)  evidently  struck  home.  He  says  the  name 
•'Grand  Lodge  of  Canada"  sticks  like  a  burr.  So  it  does, 
Companion,  but  what  is  there  to  prevent  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  altering  its  name  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada  in  Quebec  ?  Both  Grand  Lodges  formerly 
composed  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  Canada,  under  United 
Canada  before  Confederation,  and  we  have  quite 
as  much  right  to  use  the  name  of  "Canada"  in  Quebec. 
All  the  Grand  Bodies  in  the  Dominion  are  known 
by  their  Province  appellation,  but  Ontario,  and 
it  is  at  times  somewhat  difficult  explaining  away  the 
impression  many  strangers  have,  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  are  not  General  Grands 
for  the  Dominion,  but  the  Grand  Bodies  only  for  the 
Province  of  Ontario.  However,  we  of  Quebec  have  a 
deep  affection  for  and  pride  in  the  progress  of  our 
Mother  Grand  Chapter. 

98  Chapters  ;  Membership,  4977  >  Increase,  479. 


J.  Ross  Robertson,  Toronto, 
Thos.  Sargant,  Toronto. 


Grand  Z. 
Grand  Secretary. 
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COLORADO. 

2lBt  Annual  Oonvooation.  September  19th,  1896. 

Held  at  Denver,  M.  E,  Comp.  A.  A.  Burnaud.  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding.  Thirty  Subordinates,  all  but 
one,  present.  Quebec's  new  Grand  Representative  not 
present  The  Grand  High  Priest  presented  a  good 
business  address.  He  reports  peace  and  tranquility. 
One  new  Chapter  applied  for  a  dispensation.  Among 
other  dispensations  he  reports  upon  an  application  to 
publicly  install  the  officers  of  a  Chapter. 

Not  favorin*;  public  installations,  I  hesitated,  and  was  inclined  to 
refuse  them  ;  but,  being  assured  that  the  public  should  consist  only 
of  members  of  the  Lodf4e  and  the  ladies,  I  granted  t\w  same. 

Rather  odd  that  the  members  of  the  Lodge  should  be 
classed  among  the  public.  Of  course,  the  ladies,  bless 
their  dear  hearts,  are  quite  different  from  the  general 
public.  The  business  of  the  Session  was  the  usual 
routine.  Comp.  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster  again  presents 
one  of  his  very  interesting  Reports  on  Correspondence, 
covering  46  Jurisdictions  in  135  pages. 

Under  Missouri  we  find  the  following  : 

His  argument  against  a  collective  ballot  is  hardly  sound,  a  black- 
ball cast  when  more  than  one  candidate  is  being  considered,  cannot 
be  construed  to  mean  a  blackball  against  ea(;h  one  of  them.  It  is 
simply  a  notification  to  the  High  Priest  and  the  Chapter  that  there 
is  in  the  list  one  or  more  not  worthy,  and  that,  therefore,  each 
should  be  balloted  on,  upon  Ins  own  merits.  No  reflection  is  cast 
upon  anyone  by  the  rejection  on  the  joint  ballot. 

He  thinks  there  might  be  an  obstacle  in  ihe  way  of 
admitting  Royal  Arch  Masons  hailing  from  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  in  Ontario,  to  a  participation  in  their 
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Chapters,  on  account  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Past  Masters' 

Degree  by  "Canada,"     What  about   English   Capitular  [» 

Masons  who  have   nothing  but  the  Royal  Arch.     We  ', 

allow  them  to  visit  our  Chapters   on   the    Royal    Arch  • 

Degree,  but  they  have  to  retire  when  we  work  the  inter-  n 

mediates.     Quebec  for  1895  is  fraternally   reviewed  and  l 

kind  remarks  made  regarding  our  Report.    With  reference  || 
to  ritual  tinkers  in  our  last  Report,  he  says  : 

He  was,  however,  a  little  previous  about  ttie  ritual  tinkers.  The 
resolution  appointing  a  Special  Committee  on  Kitual  was  worded  so 
that  the  ritual  tinkers  would  be  silenced,  the  intention  being  to 
adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  work 
and  not  to  make  alterations. 


We  did  not  so  understand  it  Comp.  Foster,  and  are 
glad  to  be  advised  when  we  are  not  correct.  We  have  a 
horror  of  the  man  who  thinks  everything  consists  of  and 
should  be  subservient  to  the  ritual,  and  wants  to  be 
eternally  tinkering  to  suit  his  own  ideas,  as  to  how  things 
should  be  done ;  and  we  are,  therefore,  pleased  to  note 
the  correction. 

\  On  Grand  Representatives  we  find  the  followi.g,  which 

is  quite  true  : 

The  sheep-like,  follow-my-leader  plan  of  condemning  the  Grand 
Representative  system  seems  to  have  entered  into  the  annual 
addroos  of  many  Grand  High  Priests,  autl  some  Correspondents 
have  fallen  into  the  same  rut,  but  here  and  there  the  latter, 
especially,  speak  words  in  its  favor. 

Quebec  had  occasion  some  years  ago  to  call  upon  a 
number  of  her  Representatives  to  act,  and  many  nobly 
responded  and  did  good  and  valiant  service.     We  have 
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no  doubt,  should  occasion  require,  many  of  our  Repre- 
sentatives would  again  gladly  do  duty  for  the  Jurisdiction 
the^'  represent. 

32  Chapters;   Membership,  2456;  Increase,  12. 

George  I.  Cooper,  Amethyst,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Denver,      -      -       Grand  Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT. 

G7th  Annual  Oonvooation.  May  13th,  1895. 

Held  in  New  Haven,  M.  E.  Comp.  Isaiah  Baker,  Jr., 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  with  35  out  of  38  Subord- 
inates represented  and  13  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
present.     Quebec's  Representative  not  present. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  : 

During  the  generations  of  changes  in  customs  and  habits  the 
ever-shifting  scenes  of  outward  life,  the  only  etfect  on  Masonry  has 
been  to  strengthen  its  bonds  and  unite  its  members  in  closer  unioiu 
Brotherly  love  ami  relief  iiave  stood  out  stronger.  Men  have  been 
attracted  by  these  principles  and  drawn  together  by  their  practice. 
As  an  Order,  it  practically  stands  to-day  where  the  founders 
placed  it. 

He  granted  a  few  dispensations  and  made  a  few  of 
visitations.  He  reports  he  merely  visited  those  who 
invited  him  and  this  was  only  three.  The  Grand  Officers 
in  this  Jurisdiction  apparently  stand  on  their  dignity 
and  simply  visit  when  invited.  The  other  officials  reported 
even  less.  A  warm  and  loving  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
their  late  Secretary,  Comp.  J.    K.    Wheeler,    occupies  a 
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place  in  the  proceedings.     We  again  deeply  sympathize 
with  our  Connecticut  Brethren   in  the    loss   of  one  who 
occupied  such  a  foremost  position  for  upwards   of  thirty 
:      years. 

i         The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Comp,  John   H. 
*     Barlow,  his  eighteenth,  he  says  : 

^         Aa  no  disputed  points  have  been  presented,  save  those   we   have 
J      expressed  ourselves  freely  and  fully  upon  in  the  years  gone  by— is 
of  necessity,  made  up  largely  of  interesting  matters  culled  from  the 
I      Proceedings  before  us. 

\  He  consequently  gives  us  little  of  his  own  remarks,  but 

;      writes  a    resume    of  the   doings    of    each    Jurisdiction. 
^      Under  Mississippi,  we  find  :  J 

.;  The  Grand  Chapter  also  decided  that  a  Charter  once  forfeited  • 

could  not  be  restored.     We  can   hardly   endorse  that  ruling;  the  S 

1      power  that  makes  can  restore.    We,  however,   like  the  practical  * 

;       operation  of  such  a  law,  and   have  always  claimed  that  when   a  [ 

{      Charter  has  been  revoked,  and  the  Chapter  thus  ceases  to  exist,  it  i 

\      is  better  to  erect  its  tombstone  and  leave  its  number  vacant.  I 

\  We  are  inclined  to  agree  with  Comp.  Barlow.  f 

\  Quebec    is    kindly    noticed    and     Comp.    Chambers*  \ 

Report  for  1894  quoted    from.     He    congratulates    him  I 

upon  the  elevation  to  the  Chair  and  hopes  and  trusts  he  J 

[      will  have  a  prosperous  administration,  and  that  when  he  \ 

lays  aside  the  Sceptre  he  will  again  take  up  the  pen.    So  i 

do  we,  Companion  Barlow,  with  all  our  heart.  It  is  quite  \ 

probable  that  this  is  our  last  Report,  and  we  hope    our  S 

good  friend  will  again  take  up  the  pen  another  year.  ", 

38  Chapters;  Membership,  5215  ;  Increase,  258  ; 

James  R.  Post,  Essex,       -       -       Grand   High  Priest.    \ 
James  McCormick,  Hartford,        -        Grand  Secretary.    *i 
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DELAWARE. 
27th  Annual  Convooation.       January  16th,  1886. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Wilmington,  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  W. 
Andrews,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Three  out  of 
four  Subordinates  represented,  with  seven  Past  Grand 
Hig[h  Priests  present.  Quebec's  Representative  not 
present.  The  Committee  on  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
address  had  little  labor  (6  lines^,  for  his  Report  was  the 
most  brief  of  any  we  have  reviewed.  A  few  short 
remarks  on  Necrology,  a  list  of  his  Commissions  issued 
and  received  and  a  recommendation  regarding  exemption 
of  dues  on  all  members  of  Subordinates  over  21   years. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
Comp.  V.  V.  Harrison.  He  thinks  **  Independent 
Membership"  has  a  few  advocates,  but  is  happy  to 
announce  they  are  in  a  sad  minority.     He  says  : 

In  our  opinion,  no  man  ouglit  to  expect  to  live  in  the  second 
story  of  his  house  in  comfort  and  safety,  after  he  has  partially  torn 
down  its  foundations.  We  are  unalterably  opposed  to  **  Indepen- 
dent Membership." 

We  suppose  these  remarks  are  used  hyperbolically, 
as  our  circle  of  acquaintances  have  never  brought  us  into 
conract  with  persons  really  subject  to  actions  of  this  kind. 
Yet,  there  are  Jurisdictions  where  the  law  of  compulsory 
membership  is  not  known  and  where  the  Lodges  thrive 
without  enforced  aid  from  the  Chapters,  and  individual 
liberty  is  not  interfered  with. 

Now,  with  all  due  deference  to  our  worthy  Companion, 
we  would  like  to  remark  that  his  assertion  that  independ- 
ent membership  has  few  advocates,  is    a  very   sweeping 
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one,  which  we  have  been  unable  to  verify  in  our  perusal  of 
the  various  proceedings  we  have  had  under  our  attention. 
As  a  rule,  we  find  some  of  the  Western  Bodies  are  strong 
advocates  of  the  idea,  while  the  majority  of  the  Eastern 
are  not,  neither  are  the  various  Canadian,  English, 
Scotch  or  Irish  Grand  Bodies. 

Comp.  Harrison  gives  us  a  very  pleasant  Report.  He 
is  opposed  to  public  installations  and  thinks  the  Past 
Masters*  Degree  should  be  eliminated. 

Quebec  has  fraternal  notice  for  1894. 

Under  Arkansas,  he  says  : 

It  is  our  experience  (and  we  have  bad  more  than  twenty  years  of 
it)  that  a  certain  number  of  old  ' 'stand-by 6"  have  to  look  out  for 
the  interest  of  the  Bodies,  for  which  they  are  many  times  dubbed 
a  "ring"  by  other  ambitious  but  incompetent  members.  All 
organized  bodies  owe  their  success  to  rings  of  this  kind. 

Quite  true,  our  experience  coincides.  We  have  had 
some  experience. 

We  find  the  following  under  New  Brunswick : 
An  effort  was  made  to  embody  the  ''nominating  process"  in  their 
law,  which  we  are  glad  to  say  was  "lost."  The  old  method  of 
voting  for  whom  you  please  is  good  enough  for  us.  Should  we 
enter  a  Masonic  body  and  find  the  nominating  process  in  .operation, 
we  should  think  at  once  that  we  had  gotten  into  the  "wrong  pew." 

If  our  worthy  Companion  ever  visits  Scotland,  a  much 
older  Grand  Body  than  any  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
and  drops  in  even  among  her  Subordinates  when  ballot- 
ing for  elections  he  will  decidedly  imagine  that  there  are 
stranger  things  in  this  world  than  is  dreamt  of  in 
Horatio's  philosophy. 

4  Chapters  ;  Membership,  583  ;  Increase,  32. 
Eugene   Massky,  Wilmington,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,       -       Grand  Secretary. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

2Gth  Annucd  Oonvooation.         December  11th,  1886. 

Held  in  Washington,  M.  E.  Conip.  Frank  L.  Campbell, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  with  Representatives  from 
ten  Subordinate  Chapters.  Quebec's  Representative,  M. 
E.  Comp.  Jose.  M,  Yznaga,  was  also  present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  reports  quiet- 
ness and  tranquility.  Received  invitations,  made  a 
number  of  visits  and  issued  a  few  dispensations.  The 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  and  Grand 
Chapter  acquiesced  and  declined  to  exchange  Represent- 
atives with  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
because  : 

The  Mark  Master's  degree  in  this  country  iieing  an  inferior 
degree,  and  subordinate  to  the  Royal  Arch,  a  Body  whose  jurisdic- 
tion is  limited  to  this  subordinate  degree  cannot  be  placed  in  all 
respects  upon  an  equality  with  a  body  having  jurisdiction  over 
degrees  of  a  higher  grade.  The  most  this  Grand  Chapter  can  do 
is  to  recognize  the  Mark  Masters  made  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Mark  Lodjie  of  New  South  Wales  as  regular  Mark  Master 
Masons,  and  they  may  be  admitted  into  our  Chapters  when  open 
on  that  degree. 

Comp.  W.  R.  Singleton  again  presents  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  reviewing  39  Jurisdictions  in  his  usual 
interesting  style. 

Under  Nebraska  we  find  : 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia  has  been  severely 
criticized  by  some  of  onr  correspondents  for  having  decided  that  a 
re-elected  officer  does  not  need  to  be  installed  Why  ?  Because 
those  who  thus  object  do  not  consider  that  the  party  has  already 
been  ''installed,  to  serve  until  his  successor  shall  iiave  been  elected 
and  installed.**  Now,  as  his  successor  had  not  been  elected  and 
installed,  bis  first  installation  stands  good  until  such  successor 
appears* 
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Quite  right,  Comp.  Singleton,  that  is  Quebec's  law  also. 
We  install  our  officers  for  twelve  months  "or  until  his 
successor  is  regularly  elected  and  installed  in  his  stead," 
and  this  clause  forms  part  of  his  obligation  of  office.  Of 
course,  if  any  other  body  elects  only  for  a  specified  time 
and  when  the  clock  strikes,  the  office  is  vacant,  we 
suppose  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Quebec  for  1895  is  fraternally  reviewed.  Upon  M.  E. 
Comp.  Chambers'  opinion,  that  as  we  have  no  High 
Priests  we  had  no  occasion  for  the  Order  of  High  Priest- 
hood, he  refers  to  a  visit  some  few  years  ago  of  our  then 
Grand  Z.  and  says  : 

At  one  time  recently  the  Grand  Z. .  of  Qi.ebec  was  a  visitor  in 
this  Jnrisdiction,  and  we  carried  him  to  visit  one  of  our  Chapters 
wherein  at  the  time  the  R.*.  A.-,  dejree  was  conferred,  and  we  had 
the  pleasure  on  that  occasion  of  explaining  t>  him  wliy,  in  our 
system,  the  High  Priest  should  be  the  First  OtHcer,  and  the  King 
his  subordinate  in  the  Chapter. 

In  the  American  system  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  the  principal 
object  is  the  recovery  of  what  had  been  lost  for  many  years,  as 
exemplified  in  the  third  degree.  In  all  the  8>stenis  of  Reli^rious 
Rites  of  the  Orient  there  was  exemplified  in  the  rituals  of  initiation, 
the  Loss  and  Recovery.  To  the  Postulant,  in  every  ceremony,  was 
finally  communicated  the  "Great  Word"  with  which  he  was  to 
make  himself  known  as  an  Initiate. 

The  Archi  Magns  or  Chief  Priest  was  the  only  person  charged 
with  this,  and  he  alone  could  communicate  this  word  to  the 
postulant.  The  Chief  Priest  in  every  religious  system  was  i  he  Head 
or  Principal.  In  the  Hebrew  economy  the  Chief  Priest  was  always 
superior  to  the  King  after  a  King  was  selected.  Prior  to  the 
selection  of  Saul,  who  was  the  first  King  of  the  Children  of  Israel, 
there  were  Judges  elected,  who  followed  Josiiua,  the  successor  of 
Moses 

Now,  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  Aaron,  the  brother  of  Moses 
was  the  first  High  Priest,  and  in  matters  of  religion  was  the 
Principal,  Moses  being  the  leader  in  the  State  in  all  other  matters. 
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We  can  now  readily  see  why  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  the  High 
Priest  is  the  proper  person  to  represent  the  High  Priest  of  ancient 
times,  and  more  especially  to  represent  the  High  Priest  of  the  Jews, 
viz  : 

To  the  High  Priest  alone  was  committed  the  true  pronunciation 
ofthe  name  of  Diety.  Tradition  of  the  Rahhins  informs  us  that 
this  word  was  to  be  pronounced  aloud  by  the  High  Priest,  within 
the  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  of  the  Tabernacle,  when  it  was  in  the 
'•Wilderness  ofthe  Wandering.**  durin^r  the  thirty-nine  years  after 
its  completion.  This  custom  was  annually  observed  on  the  great 
Day  of  Atonement,  when  the  High  Priest  went  into  that  chamber 
to  make  atonement  for  himself  and  family  and  for  all  the  x)eople. 
At  the  same  time  the  silver  trumpets  were  sounded,  and  the  people 
*      shouted  to  prevent  the  name  being  heard  bv  the  people  ; 

{  i 

{  When  the  last  temple  or  Temple  of  Herod  was  destroyed  by  Titus  \ 
I  in  the  year  A.  D.  70,  and  the  office  of  High  Priest  ceased,  the  name  \ 
I  as  pronounced  properly,  it  has  been  nsserted,  was  lost,  and  scholars  { 
[  now  assert  that  it  is  ineffable.  But  Royal  Arch  Masonry  professes  to  S 
f  have  the  word  and  its  explanation,  and  the  High  Priest  and  not  \ 
\  the  Kinjr  is  the  proper  custodian,  with  ancient  authority  to  com- 
municate the  pronunciation  to  the  postulants  entitled  to  secure  it 
from  him. 

Is  it  at  all  likely  that  at  the  reconstruction  of  the  Temple  of  Zerub- 
bal)el,  upon  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  Captivity,  such  events 
transpired  as  represented  in  the  Ritual,  which  is  by  no  means  at  all 
probable,  but  in  our  opinion  entirely  fabulous  and  allegorical. 
Would  the  High  Priest  have  surrendered  his  prerogatives  in  the 
communication  of  a  word  which  belonged  entirely  to  him  and  his 
office?  When  we  consider  that  every  one  of  our  Masonic  Degrees 
is  modern,  invented  for  a  purpose  by  scholars  to  demonstrate 
figuratively  great  fundamental  truths  in  morality  and  religion— for 
we  think  we  can  prove  conclusively  that  these  Degrees,  from  the 
Entered  Apprentice  upward  to  the  final  Degree,  were  originally 
designed  to  teach  religious  truths,  and  when  we  make  a  proper 
application  of  their  siprns  and  symbols,  and  also  a  proper  interpre- 
tation ofthe  allegories  contained  withhi  them— we  can  see  through- 
out, from  the  First  Degree  to  the  completion  of  each  system,  a 
regular  progression  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Great  I  AM. 
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The  tiled  Chapter  chamber  is  the  only  place  to  prove  all  this,  so 
we  can  say  no  more,  except  that  each  intelligent  Royal  Arch  Mason 
should  be  able  to  work  this  out  for  himself.  To  our  mind,  from  a  care- 
ful study  of  these  degrees  for  lo  these  many  years,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  the  Masonic  system,  when  well  understoo^l,  the 
grandest  scheme  ever  invented  by  man  for  the  upbuilding  of  a  true 
manhood,  and  second  only  to  the  Christian  religion,  to  which  it  is  an 
adjunct  and  helpmeet,  and  we  do  not  wonder  that  some  Masons 
have  declared  that  "it  is  good  enough  religion  for  them,"  which  is 
a  great  mistake  and  a  fatal  one,  unless  they  should  interpret,  as  we 
do,  the  entire  system  of  Masonry  from  the  E.*.  A.*,  to  R  *.  A.*. 
really,  to  convey  the  idea  of  the  "  fall  **  and  subsequent  redemption 
of  mankind,  and  this  would  carry  us  into  a  discussion  ot  theology, 
and  is  not  suitable  in  this  connection;  "fiehold,  how  great  a  matter 
a  little  fire  kindleth." 

And  yet,  Companion  Singleton,  even  alter  your  lucid 
explanation  of  the  American  Royal  Arch,  we  are 
not  convinced  of  the  error  of  our  ways.  We  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  the  nomenclature  of  your  officers 
if  they  fit  in  with  the  idea  of  your  ritual.  But  we  think 
the  p lacing  ofthe  officers  in  both  ihe  American  and  Ensrlish 
Rituals  is  not  in  strict  keeping  with  Biblical  history.  You 
call  your  second  officer  the  King.  Zerubbabel  was  never 
a  King.  He  was,  it  was  true,  the  lineal  head  of  the 
house  of  David.  He  was  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and 
grandson  of  Jehoiachin  the  King,  who  was  carried  captive 
into  Babylon,  and  was,  as  we  call  him,  a  "  Prince  of  the 
People."  He  was  appointed  by  Cyrus — *'Tirshatha''  or 
.  Governor  of  J udea,  was  granted  cedars  from  Lebanon 
and  money  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  and  the  holy 
vessels  given  back  to  him.  Our  degree  relates  to  the 
building  ofthe  second  Temple,  and  the  only  authorized 
(  party  at  the  head  of  that  holy  and  sacred  enterprise  was 
*  Zerubbabel  the  Governor.  Turn  to  the  volume  ofthe 
Sacred  Law  and  the  record  in   Ezra   and    Haggai   and 
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Zechariah,  shows  that  the  Governor  was  assisted  in  the 
work  of  rebuilding  by  Joshua,  the  son  of  Josedech  the 
High  Priest,  and  aided  and  encouraged  by  Haggai  the 
Prophet.  The  latter  is  always  called  a  Prophet,  never  a 
Scribe.  See  Haggai  L,  i  and  12;  H,  2;  Zech.  IV., 
and  9,  says  "the  hands  of  Zerubbabel  have  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  this  house,  his  hands  shall  also  finish  it."  These 
three  worthies  above  mentioned  were  the  heads  of  the 
Jewish  Sanhedrim,  and  Zerubbabel  held  full  sway  and 
authority  by  the  decree  of  Cyrus.  We  think  also,  an  error 
was  made  in  the  early  rituals  of  the  English  Arch  Degree 
when  they  placed  Haggai  the  Prophet  second  and  Joshua 
the  High  Priest  third  ;  to  our  mind  they  should  have  been 
reversed.  All  through  Holy  Writ  the  record  shows 
Zerubbabel  builded,  aided  by  Joshua  the  High  Priest,  and 
assisted  and  encouraged  by  Haggai  the  Prophet.  Solomon 
the  King,  built  the  first  Temple  ;  Zerubbabel,  Prince  and 
Governor,  built  the  second.  But  we  must  pause,  limit  is 
more  than  covered. 

10  Chapters;  Membership,  2192;  Increase,  57. 

Theo.  G.  DeWolf,  Washington,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 

Lewis  G.  Stephens,  Washington,   -    Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA. 

40tii  Annual  Oonvooation.  May  14th,  1895. 

Held  in  Jacksonville,  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  M.  Mcintosh, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  12  Subordinates  repre- 
sented. Quebec's  Representative,  as  usual,  not  present. 
The  Grand  High  Priest   reported    issuing  dispensations 
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for  the  formation    of   three    new   Chapters.     Granted  a 

number    of    special    ones    for   conferring   degrees   and 

elections  of  officers  and  restored  the  Charter  to  a  defunct 

Subordinate.     The  Grand   Secretary  complained   of  the 

tardiness    and    delay    of  the    Subordinates    in    making 

returns  and  the  large  amount  of  Correspondence  thereby 

involved. 

There  seems  somewhat  of  a  mixture   in  the  following, 

and  the  R.  A.    Masons  of  Pensacola  should   feel  pretty 

well  chartered. 

On  motion  of  Companion  S  B.  Wright,  Mt  Horeb  Chapter  No.  6 
is  authorized  to  retain  possession  of  the  former  charters  of  Santa 
Rosa  Chapter  No.  6,  Mt.  Horeb  Chapter  No.  11,  and  Mt.  Moriah 
Chapter  No.  24,  as  the  present  membership  of  Mt  Horeb  Chapter 
No.  6,  located  at  Pensacola.  Florida,  includes  the  former  members  of 
three  Chapters. 

1896  completes  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Florida,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
prepare  suitable  ceremonies. 

No  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

16  Chapters  ;  Membership,  594  ;  Increase,  38 

John  H.  Stkphens.  Jacksonville,  -   Grand  High  Priest. 
Wm.  a.  McLean,  Jacksonville,      -      Grand  Secretary. 
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7drd  Annual  Oonvooation.  April  24th,  1885. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Macon,  M..  E.  Comp.  James  W. 
Taylor,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  88  Chapters  out 
of  a  roll  of  90  were  represented  Quebec's  Grand 
Representative    was    not    present.     The    Grand    High 
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Priest,  for  the  ninth  time,  presented  his  annual  address ; 
this  is  a  record  not  surpassed  in  late  years  by  any  Grand 
High  Priest  that  we  can  find  trace  of.  It  is  an  excellent 
paper.  He  granted  three  dispensations  for  new  Chapters 
and  resuscitated  one.  He  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
following  refusal  to  charter  a  weakling: 

Georgia  is  still  progressing  socially  and  materially,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence more  light  is  demanded,  and  as  the  light  permeates  the 
'larkness  and  the  mist  rolls  away  intelligence  asserts  herself  and 
the  beauties  of  the  grand  old  Order  made  more  manifest  and  more 
highly  appreciated.  I  have  refused  several  aj)pUcatioiis  for  dispen- 
sations for  new  (.'hapters,  deeming  the  exigencies  of  the  case  not 
sufRrient,  bnt  in  every  instiuice  have  advised  the  Companions  to 
patience  and  induotry,  and  in  the  near  future  their  wishes  would  be 
gratified. 

He  makes  the   following  capital  remarks  on   Foreign 

Correspondence  : 

I  regret  very  much,  however,  to  note  a  tendency  of  some  Grand 
Chapters  to  curtail  the  influence  or  diminish  the  knowledge  and 
pleasure  accruing  from  intelligent  fraternal  corre.^pondence.  These 
faithful  compositors  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  Sister  Jurisdictions 
labor  liard,  and  are  doing  much  towaids  promoting  the  great 
principals  of  fraternal  love  among  the  Craft  g?iienilly  and  bringing 
to  light  any  trespass  upon  the  ancient  land  mark.  They  unearth 
very  many  valuable  and  much  prized  treasures  of  ;:reat  worth  to  the 
Craft  and  of  immense  value  to  the  seeker  after  truth,  and  should  be 
encouraged. 

The  prosperity  of  the  cause  is  greatly  dependent  upon  intelligent 
interchange  of  thousrht  upon  Masonic  subjects  by  these  faithful 
''knights  of  the  quill/'  and  it  is  sad  to  think  that  the  world  of 
Masonry  should  ever  be  deprived  of  the  valuable  Masonic  literature 
emanating  from  the  sound  brain,  dictated  from  the  pure  hearts  and 
sent  forth  to  the  world  by  the  pen  of  this  corps  of  authors,  and 
would  insist,  Companions,  to  never  let  your  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  be  obliterated  from  the  pa;:e8  of  your  Annual  Pro- 
ceedings. We  tried  it  once  and  almost  wrecked  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Georgia,  and  when  the  committee  was  revived  the  logical  com- 
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prehensive    report   of   Excellent  Companion   Love  and  profonnd  ' 

thoughts  of  Companion  Ramsay,  set  in  type,  has  had  more  to  do  '} 

*  with  the  rehahiliation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia,  than  any- 

;      thing  else.    Sustain  your  committee  an<i  hold  up  their  hands,  and  \ 

}     the  investment  will  result  in  untold  profits  received  in   Masonic  : 

i     knowledge  and  fraternal  fellowship.  j 

We  note  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Comp.  J 

i     Taylor  for  his  earnest  and  faithful  labor  in  the  chair  for  f 

nine  years  i 

!         Comp.  Ramsay  again  presents  the  Report  on  Corres-  5 

A     pondence,  reviewing  37  Jurisdictions.     Quebec  for  1894  ? 

i     is  courteously  reviewed  and  kind  remarks    made  of  our  \ 

I     labors  in  the  Order,  for  which  we  "doff  our  bonnet"  1 

t         In  his  conclusion  he  finds  the  Craft  has  been  prosperous  ■ 

;     during  the  past  year  and  says  :  j 

It  has  been  a  year  of  prosperity,  generally,   to  the  Craft    So  \ 

' ':     zealous  have  Companions  been  that  few  ('haptcrs  do  not  show  *■ 

*  increase  in  members  ;  so  loyal  that  scarcely  any  violations  of  j 
I;  Masonic  law  are  reported,  and  so  harmonious  that  Committees  on  1 
\     Grievances,  except  in  one  instance,  had  nothing  before  them.  j 

3         90  Chapters;   Membership,  3073;  Increase,  327.  | 

.;     Charles  Wessolowskv,  Albany,  -  Grand  High  Priest.  \ 

*  A.  M.  WOLIHIN,  Macon,         -         -         Grand  Secretary.  : 

i 
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H  46th  Annucd  Oonvooation.     October  24th,  1885. 

I  Held    in    Chicago,    M.    E.    Comp     W.   L.   Milligan, 

J  Quebec's  Grand  Representative,  was  the  presiding  Grand 

*  High  Priest,     179  Chapters  were  present  out  of  a  roll  of 

■  186, 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  complete 
and  interesting  account  of  his  official  acts.  He  proved  a 
painstaking  officer  and  reviewed  the  By-laws  of  every 
Chapter  in  his  Jurisdiction  and  made  those  that  were 
conflicting  conform  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  No  wonder  he  reported  a  voluminous  Corres- 
pondence. 

Companion  Jas.  M.  Pearson  presents  for  the  tenth 
time  one  of  his  admirable  Reports  on  Correspondence, 
covering  ii6  pages  with  interesting  matter. 

Under  District  of  Columbia,  in  quoting  Comp.  Parkin 
of  Iowa's  address,  he  says  : 

When  Comp.  S.  says  that  some  of  oar  IjOilges  were  • 'urged  to 
withdraw  and  join  their  own  Grand  Lodge,"  he  states  it  mildly.  It 
was  a  case  of  the  old  eagles  urging  the  eaglets  out  of  the  nest,  hut  it 
was  just  right,  and  we  wish  a  little  of  that  ''urging"  had  heen 
applied  to  some  of  the  Masonic  Bodies  in  our  neighboring  Dominion 
by  the  mother  Grand  Lodge. 

Quebec  has  full  and  fraternal  notice.  Kind  reference 
is  made  to  our  entry  once  more  into  the  ranks  of  the 
Guild  and  to  our  efforts.  Lengthy  quotations  are  made 
from  our  Report.     He  is  pleased  to  remark  : 

Comp.  Whyte  is  no  new  hand.  When  we  first  commenced 
service  he  was  one  of  the  "Corps,"  and  this  Report  shows  that,  as 
yet,  "his  eye  is  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated." 

He  has  this  say  too  under  Maine  : 

We  have  spent  time  and  labor  in  the  perfection  of  the  ritual  of 
our  own  Grand  Chapter,  and  have  been  reasonably  successful  in 
securing  uniformity,  and  yet  this  very  uniformity  becomes  at  length 
distasteful  and  we  sometimes  long  for  the  appearance  of  a  spark  of 
individuality  from  an  accomplished  officer.  No  one  supposes  that 
uniformity  in  our  ritual  is  of  respectable  age. 

i 
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On  the  Lodge's  ability   to  take  care  of  itself  without 

assistance  of  outsiders,  he  says  : 

This  was  about  "dependent  membership"  and  to  which  we 
reverently  and  fervently  respond  ••Grod  forbid-"  We  believe  the 
day  is  very  far  distant  "when  it  be  found  necessary  to  protect  the 
foundation,  the  Locige,"  by  any  action  of  the  Chapter,  Council  or 
Commandery.  With  us  the  I»dges  outnumber  the  other  Bodies 
three  or  four  to  one  in  membership,  and  need  no  help  and  ask  none, 
and  seem  to  be  ghul  to  see  their  members  divert  themselves  with 
the  so-called  higher  degrees. 

On  the  proposition  to  make  Candidates  in    Wisconsin 

learn  a  lecture,  he  remarks  : 

All  of  which  leads  us  to  say  that  In  our  observation  in  Capitular 
Masonry,  extending  over  more  than  forty  years,  we  have  met  many 
good  Companions  mindful  of  their  obligations  and  loyal  to  the  Craft 
who  never  committed  to  memory  a  single  lecture,  and  who,  the 
writer  believes,  never  could  or  would  have  done  so,  and  yet  their 
influence  and  labor  was  all  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  could  illy 
have  spared  them  from  our  Chapters.  We  hope  no  hard  and  fast 
rule  will  be  adopted  to  govern  such  cases. 

i86  Chapters  ;   Membership,  16,414  ;  Increase,  541. 

Geo.  W.  Moulton,  Chicago,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 

Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Chicago,         -         Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA. 

50th  Annual  Oonvooation.  October  23rd,  1895. 

Held  in  Indianapolis,  opened  in  diu  form  by  the  acting 
Grand  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Comp.  Hy.  W.  Mordhurst, 
although  the  Proceedings  state  they  opened  in  Ample 
Form. 

Thirteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present  and 
85  Chapters  represented  out  of  90  on  the  roll.     Quebec's 
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Representative  not  present.  The  Annual  Address  was 
presented  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Mordhurst,  owing  to  the 
sudden  demise  of  the  late  Grand  High  Priest  Manning, 
eight  days  after  his  election  as  noted   in  our  last  review. 

The  most  bulky  Proceedings  of  the  year  comes  from 
Indiana.  It  being  their  Semi-Centennial  they  made 
extra  preparations  to  celebrate  the  occasion,  and  the 
evening  previous  to  the  Annual  Convocation  they 
assembled  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  listened  to 
a  very  interesting  Historical  Address  from  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Thomas  B.  Long,  also  their  Chairman  on 
Correspondence,  giving  a  very  complete  account  of  the 
early  history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  that  State.  The 
k  Proceedings  informs  us  that  a  procession  was  formed, 
^  and  the  Grand  Chapter,  accompanied  by  her  invited 
guests,  repaired  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  where  an  hour 
was  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  good  things  provided. 
Welcome  addresses,  toasts  and  replies  thereto  from  many 
distinguished  Companions  aided  to  htly  celebrate  the 
event. 


During  the  banquet,  in  response  to  the  toast  of  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood,  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  High  Priests  for  the  State,  stated  that  the  first  work 
in  that  Order  occurred  in  1825  in  Vincennes  Chapter 
and  was  conferred  by  Companions  Bishop  and  Moffatt. 
Ex-Comp,  Bishop  received  this  Order  in  Canada  before 
removing  to  Indiana  in  1820.  We  were  not  aware  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  was  known  this  side  of  the 
*  line  so  many  years  ago.  The  Proceedings  are  very  fitly 
i  adorned  with  all  the  presiding  officers  from  1845  to  the 
I     present  incumbent,    and    are    a  very  interesting  study, 
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some  37  portraits  being  produced  together  with  that  of 
their  efficient  Grand  Secretary,  Comp.  Wm.  H.  Smythe. 
Companion  Thos.  B.  Long  again  presents  an  admirable 
Review  on  Correspondence,  comprising  54  Jurisdictions, 
every  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the 
world.  Quebec  for  1895  receives  due  notice  and  the 
address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  described  as  *'an 
elegantly  written  paper  of  eighteen  pages,  conscientiously 
recounting  the  doings  of  his  station."  Of  our  Report, 
he  is  pleased  to  say  : 

Companion  Whyte  reviews  Indiana  for  1894  in  the  genial  spirit  of 
former  days.  His  entire  Report  has  been  read  with  much  pleasure 
but  space  is  not  now  available  for  any  quotations  therefrom.  The 
present  writer  recommends  to  all  persons  who  do  not  fully  under- 
stand the  situation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  toward  the 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  the  perusal  of  Companion 
Whyte's  very  clear  historical  statement  of  the  trouble  in  the  Quebec 
review  of  Pennsylvauia. 

We  give  Comp.  Long's  admirable  conclusion  on  the 
value  of  Correspondence  Reports,  which  we  heartily 
endorse  : 

The  writer  here  concludes  his  tiiirteenth  Capitular  Report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which — as  stated  in  the  opening 
sentence — he  has  reviewed  the  transactions  of  every  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  world.  He  is  more  firmly  convinced 
than  ever  that  there  is  no  labor  which  can  be  performed  in  the 
service  of  Freemasonry  that  is  more  conducive  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Craft  than  that  which  presents  to  the  iirethren,  Companions 
and  Fraters,  year  after  year,  a  concise,  but  comprehensive  account 
of  the  transactions  of  the  Fraternity  in  every  civilized  portion  of  the 
earth.  In  addition  to  the  knowledge  it  imparts  to  all  relating  to 
the  history,  literature  and  jurisprudence  of  the  Institution,  it  fills 
the  reader  with  a  just  and  laudable  pride  in  the  fact  that  the 
principles  and  teachings  he  respects  and  endeavors  to  practice  at 
home  are  so  widely  promulgated  and  so  universally  observed  that 
all,  wheresoever  dispersed,  who  place  their  trust  in  an  infinite 
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Providence  and  tune  their  hearts  to  universal  brotherhood,  may  be 
thereby  improved  in  mind  and  elevated  in  sentiment  to  the  practice 
of  brotherly  love,  the  bestowal  of  relief  to  the  distressed,  and  the 
constant  observance  of  that  noblest  of  Masonic  tenets,  Truth. 

As,  in  the  State,  the  good  citizen  should  observe  at  all  times  the 
various  transactions  that  are  calculated  to  promote  the  general  good, 
and  regard  with  watchful  scrutiny  every  incident  whfch  in  the 
slightest  degree  thieatens  the  stability  or  integrity  of  government ; 
so,  in  the  affairs  of  our  great  Institution,  every  transaction  or  cir- 
cumstance, either  at  home  or  abroad,  that  threatens  to  undermine 
or  weaken  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  it  is  erected,  or 
to  divert  the  noble  purposes  it  has  from  time  immemorial  contem- 
plated and  pursued,  should  be  met  by  the  watchful  and  faithful 
Mason  with  vigorous  opposition  and  righteous  condemnation. 

Keep  close  to  the  landmarks  I— for  there  are  landmarks,  notwith- 
standing some  recent  attempts  to  ridicule  them ;  landmarks  so 
palpable  and  so  plain  that  "he  who  runs  may  read''  taem.  Do  not 
destroy  or  attempt  to  remove  those  that  belong  to,  and  prove,  the 
very  antiquity  of  Freemasonry  1  It  is  a  trite  but  true  maxim— a 
maxim  of  the  science  of  ethics  as  well  as  mechanics—that  "a  chain 
is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest  link."  In  the  chain  of  landmarks 
that  encircles  and  holds  together  our  own  peculiar  society,  do  not 
weaken  any  of  its  links  either  by  the  corroding  element  of  indiffer- 
ence, or  with  the  innocent-looking  but  sharply  cutting  file  of  false 
sentiment 

There  is  no  means  by  which  the  true  Mason  can  be  so  well  prepared 
to  guard  at  every  entrance  the  dangerous  approach  of  the  self  regarded 
Masonic  reformer  as  in  the  reading  of  the  annual  Reports  on  Corres- 
pondence printed  by  every  department  of  Masonry,  and  which  are 
transmitted  each  year  to  every  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery  in  America,  and  to  every  Grand  Body  in  the  world. 

And  these  facts  should  be  a  sufficient  inducement,  were  there  no 
others,  to  every  Grand  Body  to  publish  these  Reports,  and  for 
every  zealous  Mason  to  read  them. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  B.  Long, 

Chairman, 

90  Chapters  ;  Membership,  6,479  J  Increase,  164. 

Henry  W.  Mordhurst,  Fort  Wayne,  Grand  High  Priest 
WlLLLAM  H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis,  -  Grand  Secretary 
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INDIAN  TERRITORY. 
6th  Annual  Oonvooation.         Augrust  16th,  1805. 

Held  at  Atoka,  M.  E.  Comp.  the  Hon.  Selwyn 
Douglass,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Eleven  Subor- 
dinates out  of  thirteen  represented.  The  Grand  High 
Priest  gave  a  short  account  of  his  official  acts.  He  issued 
four  dispensations  to  organize  new  Chapters.  The 
business  of  the  Session  was  local.  Comp.  J.  S.  Murrow, 
Grand  Secretary,  modestly  presents  his  maiden  effort  at 
reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters.  His 
reviews  are  short  and  pithy  and  give  a  very  concise 
resume  of  the  doings  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies- 
Quebec  is  courteously  noted.  Of  Comp.  Chambers' 
address  he  says  it  is  exceptionally  good,  and  our  Report 
on  Correspondence  receives  a  flattering  word — Thanks. 

Forty-four  Grand  Chapters  are  reviewed. 

He  does  not  believe  in  the  Past  Masters  degree  nor  in 
substitutes,  and  is  an  advocate  of  compulsory  member- 
ship. 

17  Chapters;  Membership,  587;  Increase,  170. 


Z.  T.  Walrond,  Muskogee, 
J.  S.  Murrow,  Atoka, 


Grand   High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 


IOWA. 

42nd  Annual  Oonvooation.  Oct.  17th  1895. 

Held  at  Dubuque,  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  N.  Alberson,  whose 

portrait  adorns  the  proceedings,  was  the  presiding  Grand 

High  Priest.     Representatives  from  93  subordinates  were 
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present  out  of  a  roll  of  1 14.  Quebec's  very  attentive 
representative,  Com  p.  Hermann,  was  present,  and  we  are 
told  responded  to  his  name. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  14  dispensations  issued 
to  ballot  out  of  time  on  candidates  tor  degrees,  26  to 
elect  officers  and  26  to  install  officers — (whew!).  Issued 
three  dispensations  to  organize  new  Chapters.  The 
Grand  High  Priest  remarked  that — 

Unlike  all  other  branches  of  Masonry  there  are  no  particular 
demonstrations  during  the  year  among  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
receptions,  banquets,  etc.,  and  the  demands  upon  your  Grand 
Officers  for  visitations  are  not  so  numerous  as  in  the  other  bodies. 
But  I  am  proud  to  say  to  you  to-day  that  the  day  is  pa'^t  when  the 
Capitular  degrees  are  used  only  as  a  stepping-stone  for  so-called 
higher  degrees.  1 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  covering  loi  pages,  l 
is  again  by  that  poetical  reviewer,  Comp.  T.  R,  Ercan-  \ 
brack.  J 

He  confesses  to  an  abiding  affection  for  the  Past  \ 
Master's  degree,  and  that  during  a  regime  of  23  consecu-  i 
tive  years  as  High  Priest  he  has  utilized  the  degree  as  a 
school  of  oratory,  and  by  means  thereof  turned  more  than 
a  half  .hundred  members  from  '*  quiet  gentlemen  into 
orators  and  stumpers''     (Italics  ours.) 

Now,  by  all  that  is  Capitular,  that  is  one  of  the 
best  reasons  yet  advanced  for  doing  away  with  the 
degree.  **  STUMPERS" — "angels  and  ministers  of  grace 
defend  us" — transform  quiet  gentlemen  into  "stumpers" 
— •*0  lago,  the  pity  of  it."  Companion  Ercanbrackdoth 
it  never  occur  to  you  that  a  long-suffering  world  may  have 
something  terrible  in  store  for  you  if  it  ever  gets  a  chance. 
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Quebec  for  1895  receives  due  and  kindly  notice.  He 
has  got  an  idea  into  his  head  that  Iowa's  Grand  Repre- 
sentative, R.  E.  Comp.  John  McLean  is  not  getting  a 
fair  show,  and  says — 

Oar  Companions  of  the  Dominion,  as  is  the  custom  in  all  king- 
doms, and  provinces  thereof,  re-elect  the  same  person  to  the  same 
position  sp  persistently  that  comparatively  few  can  attain  the  high- 
est honors.  Did  the  liberal  custom  of  passing  the  honors  around 
that  obtains  in  Iowa  prevail  in  Quebec,  our  own  John  would  doubt- 
less long  ere  this  have  occupied  the  Royal  Arch  throne. 

Comp.  Chambers*  address  is  called  a  "  most  exquisite 

annual   address."     He    likewise  remarks — for  which  we 

make  our  prettiest  bow — on  behalf  of  our  printer, 

Past  Grand  Z.,  Will.  H.  Whyte,  is  the  author  of  a  model  corres- 
pondence report  He  has  the  aid  of  an  enterprising  printer  to  give 
it  force  and  power.  His  Iowa  chapter  is  all  that  the  most  fastidious 
Hawkeye  could  desire.  He  smiles  at  our  change  of  front  in  the 
matter  of  Grand  Representatives,  as  though  it  were  a  way  *^  those 
Yankees  have." 

That  we  were  somewhat  amused  we  must  confess,  but 

upon  reading  the  following   under  Tennessee  we   hold 

both   hands  up  and  vote  Comp.   Ercanbrack   a  trump. 

There  are  few  who  can  so  gracefuU}-  retrace  their  steps 

as  he  has  done.     We  doubt  not  other  Grand  Chapters 

beside  Iowa  will  reconsider  their  actions  anent  the  doing 

away  of  Grand  Representatives.     He  says — 

Now,  Companion  Ingersoll,  we  did  that  smart  trick  in  Iowa  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  and,  on  reflection,  we  conchided  that  it  was  not. 
so  very  smart  after  all.  Do  you  suppose  that  you  will  stick  to  it  ?  or 
will  you  mildly  and  gracefully  retrace  your  steps  as  we  have  done  ? 
After  all,  why  not  do  what  we  can  to  promote  *'  the  fellowship,  of 
sottls?''  Many  of  our  Companions  prize  the  honor  of  being  a 
Representative  very  highly. 

••  Honor,  the  spur  that  pricks  the  princely  mind, 
To  follow  rule  and  climb  the  stately  chair." 

1 14  Chapters;  Membership,  7046  ;   Increase,  109. 

LeRoy  T.  Weld,  Nevada.       .  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alfred  Wingate.  Des  Moines.     -       Grand  Secretary. 
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KANSAS. 
30th  Annual  Convocation.  Feb.  18th,  1806. 

Held  in  the  City  of  Topeka,  M.  E.  Cotnp.  R.  E. 
Nickles,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  6$  Subordinates 
present  out  of  a  roll  of  8o,  with  g  Fast  Grand  High  Priests. 
Quebec's  Grand  Representative  was  not  reported  present. 
Photos  adorn  the  pages  of  the  late  Dwight  Byington,  P. 
G.  H.  P ,  and  their  late  faithful  and  trusty  Grand  Tyler, 
who  has  filled  that  post  for  28  years  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  their  Grand  Chapter,  both  having  passed  the  veil 
during  the  past  year.  A  full  report  from  the  Committee 
regarding  the  entertainment  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  1894  at  Topeka,  was  presented. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales  was  granted 
recognition.  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  presented 
by  Comp.  Jacob  De  Witt,  the  Grand  Secretary.  It  is  his 
first  report  and  he  felt  considerable  diffidence  in  follow- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  such  an  illustrious  Companion 
as  the  late  Chairman,  John  H.  Brown.  He  ably  reviews 
50  Jurisdictions,  twenty  of  them  for  two  years,  and  gives 
an  excellent  resume  of  the  work  done  in  each. 

Comp.  De  Witt  does  not  see  why  Masonic  Lodges, 
Chapters,  Commanderys,  etc.,  should  not  be  incorporated 
by  law.  We  have  elsewhere  given  our  reasons  for  the 
faith  that  is  in  us.  The  history  of  Masonry  around  the 
Morgan  days  in  the  United  States  should  be  a  quite 
sufficient  and  valid  reason  for  not  affording  the  state, 
or  any  other  prying  outsider,  a  right  to  bring  your 
minutes  into  court  or  interfere  with  your  proceedings. 
Incorporation  during  the  days  of  the  Morgan  excitement 
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would  have  made  it  a  much  more  serious  affair,  and  who 
can  tell  the  future  or  what  falsehood  might  again  be 
sprung  against  the  Fraternity  in  the  days  to  come. 
Incorporation,  if  necessary,  can  be  procured  under  a 
separate  organization  for  the  purpose  of  holding  property 
and  is  much  to  be  preferred. 

Quebec  for  1893  and  1894  has  kindly  reference. 

Companion  De  Witt  is  not  unknown  to  Montrealers, 
and  he  notices  among  the  names  registered  at  our  Annual 
Convocations,  several  with  whom  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted in  former  years. 

81  Chapters  ;   Membership,  5,029  ;   Increase,  82. 

John  H.  Spencer,  Independence,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Jacob  De  Witt.  Salina,        -        -         Grand  Secretary. 


KENTUCKY. 

78th  Annual  Convocation.  Oct    16th,  1805. 

Held  at  Louisville.  M.  E.  Comp  J.  D.  Lewis,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  12  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and 
^Representativts  from  53  Chapters  out  of  81;  R.  K.  Comp. 
J.  W.  Hopper,  Quebec's  Grand  Representative,  was 
present  in  his  place  as  Grand  Scribe.  The  address  of  the 
G.  H.  P.  was  short  and  the  business  of  the  session  local. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  M. 
E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Staton,  who  this  year,  we  are  pleased  to 
note,  was  afforded  ar*  opportunity  of  preparing  a  more 
extended  one  than  last  year.  Comp.  Staton,  under 
Colorado,   thinks  if  Comp.   Foster  attended   one  of  the 
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annual  reunions  held  in  Cincinnati  each  year,  he  would 
get  an  idea  how  to  have  a  ladies  musical  department  in 
connection  with  Masonry.  We  are  an  ardent  advocate 
of  music  in  every  branch  of  the  order  and  have  also  a  just 

••appreciation  of  fine  music  and  its  magic  effect  on  a  lot 
of  candidates,  as  "weW  as  the  initiated," 

but  Comp.  Staton  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  "con- 
vert** us  also  from  the  faith  that  there  are  such  things  in 
Masonry  as  Landmarks,  and  that  one  of  them  is  Tyling 
the  Lodge  room  from  the  profane,  secret  and  secure.  It 
is  passing  strange  to  us  that  our  Western  and  Southern 
Brethren  are  unable  to  form  a  quartet  or  choir  from 
among  themselves  without  bringing  in  the  profane. 
We  have  never  experienced  any  such  difficulty. 

We  think  there  should  be  plenty  of  opportunity  other 
than  at  Masonic  work  when  **  the  benefit  of  their  ladies 
admirable  voices  can  be  heard." 

Under  Maryland  we  find  the  following : — 

On  the  subject  of  ••enforced  membership"  our  holding  is  this: 
We  think  every  Mason  has  a  right  to  a  demit  from  any  Masonic 
Body  to  which  he  may  belong,  of  course  being  in  good  standing  and 
clear  of  the  books,  but  when  once  demitted  and  he  continues  to  stay 
out,  give  him  to  understand  that  there  are  no  benefits  of  any  class 
or  kind  for  him.  No,  we  are  not  for  taking  a  Mason  by  the  ear  and 
dragging  him  into  the  Bodies,  but  if  he  continues  to  stay  out,  why 
not  cut  him  off  from  any  privilege,  in  the  Bodies,—  the  right  to  burial 
to  visit  the  Bodies,  assistance,  or  any  other  things  Masons  are  obli! 
gated  to  do  for  each  other.  We  do  not  believe  in  enforced  member- 
ship, lest  they  may  do  us  more  harm  than  good  by  being  compelled 
to  hold  such  membership. 

We  always  had  the  idea  that  when  a  Mason  demitted 
he  voluntarily  cut  himself  off  '*  ipso  facto"  from  all  Lodge 
privileges.     With  us  he  has  no  right  to  Lodge  burial,  can 
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visit  only  once  a  year,  St.  John's  Day,  and  has  no  claim 

on  the  general  charity,  or  the  charity  of  his  Lodge.     We 

never  understood  that  anywhere  any  such  privileges  were 

claimed  by  a  demitted  Mason  or  conceded  by  any  Body. 

If  this  is  general  among  our  neighbors  who  clamor  for 

enforced  membership,  we  can  now  understand  why  some 

Jurisdictions  are  so  anxious  to  compel  Masons  to  remain 

as  members  of  the  Lodge  and  pay  over  their  little  shekels. 

Quebec  for  1895  has  a  very  fraternal  notice,     He  refers 

to  M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers*   "excellent"  address  and  is 

pleased  to  say  of  our  Report  on  Correspondence  : — 

His  Report  embraces  ninety-nine  pages,  and  throughout  is  ex- 
cellent in  every  particular.  His  exordium  as  well  as  his  **  con- 
clusion "  are  excellent  words  indeed.  He  misses  many  familiar  faces 
at  the  reportorial  board,  which  he  greatly  regrets.  It  is  sad  to  con- 
template the  grand  fellows  who  have  passed  away  from  us  in  the  last 
decade.  What  will  it  be  in  the  next  decade?  God  only  knows,  but  we 
sincerely  hope  that  the  loss  will  not  be  so  great  as  in  the  past  decade* 

To  the  latter  part  of  this  we  add  the  same  hope.  The 
last  decade  has,  indeed,  been  one  of  great  loss  to  Masonry. 
We  have  enjoyed  Comp.  Staton's  pleasant  review,  and 
glad  to  see  him  at  the  round  table  with  more  space  at  his 
disposal  than  last  year. 

81  Chapters;  Membership,  2,826;  Increase,  82. 
John  G.  Orndorff,    RussellviUe,  Grand   High   Priest. 
Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville,        -         Grand  Secretary. 


LOUISIANA. 

48th  Annual  Oonvooation  Feb.  12th,  1806. 

Held  in  New  Orleans,  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Allen, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  16  Chapters  represented. 
Two  were  absent,  as  was  also  Quebec's  Grand   Repre- 
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sentative.  The  Grand  High  Priest  presented  a  good 
address,  relating  principally  to  his  official  acts,  which 
were  not  onerous.  He  installed  the  officers  of  a  Chapter 
in  public,  and  lays  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul  that 
he  had  "  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  beautiful  les- 
sons of  moral  conduct  taught  by  the  attendant  cere- 
monies were  fully  appreciated  by  the  audience  of  the 
uninitiated  present." 

He  thinks  written  work  is  "vicious  and  conducive  of 
discord  and  dissension,"  and  a  special  committee  very 
learnedly  and  sapiently  reported — 

That  the  perspicuous  language  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  em- 
bodies with  precision  their  ideas  of  what  is  right  and  what  is  loyal, 
in  the  best  sense,  in  this  connection. 

A  report,  covering  31  pages,  is  submitted  by  Comp. 
Duncan.  He  admits  examining  every  Jurisdiction  but 
six,  and  says — 

We  think  it  nothing  to  the  disparagement  of  a  Jurisdiction  that 
we  find  nothing  in  its  proceedings  that  we  deem  of  interest  to 
Louisiana  Masons 

And  as  Quebec  is  among  the  number  received  but  not 
reviewed,  Comp.  Duncan  consequently  found  nothing  of 
interest  in  it  to  his  Louisiana  Companions.  It  is  some- 
what difficult  to  follow  his  report  for  there  are  no  dates  to 
know  what  year  he  is  reviewing  without  continually  turning 
to  the  front  of  his  report.  We  are  afraid  the  Compan- 
ion has  gone  to  the  other  extreme  in  his  anxiety  to  be 
brief.  We  may  be  mistaken,  but  it  has  the  appearance  of 
haste  and  anxiety  to  get  through  the  task  without  any 
more  labor  than  possible.  It  is  not  up  to  his  previous 
efforts. 

18  Chapters;  Membership,  934;  increase,  70. 
A.  C.  Allen,  Franklin,       -     -    -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  -     Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE. 
70th  Annual  Oonvocation.  May  7th,  1806. 

Held  in  Portland,  M.  E.  Comp.  S.  S.  Stearns,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  with  14  Past  Grands  and  48 
subordinates  represented  out  of  59.  Quebec's  excellent 
Representative,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  M.  Hayes,  was  present. 
The  address  was  a  business  document  in  which  the 
Grand  High  Priest  announced  '*a  substantial  and  healthy 
increase  in  membership  the  past  year,  somewhat  larger 
than  heretofore,"  showing  apparently  that  the  financial 
depression  had  reached  its  lowest  ebb.  He  received 
many  applications  for  dispensations,  but  granted  few. 
He  granted  three  dispensations  for  ballotting  under  the 
required  time,  and  reported  receiving  for  each  three  dol- 
lars, which  he  turned  over  to  the  charity  fund. 

It  is  part  of  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec  that  no  dispensation  is  to  be  issued  without  the 
payment  of  five  dollars,  and  we  have  found  it  an  excel- 
lent rule.  Chapters,  when  they  find  that  carelessness  in 
attending  to  their  duties  at  the  proper  time,  or  advancing 
?  Companions  to  office  more  quickly  than  the  law  allows, 
I   has  a  penalty  attached   of  five  dollars,   are  much  more 

1'  careful  of  their  duties  than  when  all  that  is  necessary  is  to 
importune  the  executive  for  a  dispensation.  The  dis- 
f  pensations  issued  yearly  in  this  Jurisdiction  are  few, 
J  and  rarely  for  anything  more  than  the  occasional  advancc- 
i  ment  out  of  order  of  officers  of  a  Chapter — for  our  three 
\   principal  officers  have  to  pa^'s  through  the  chairs  succes- 

Ssively.     To   Jurisdictions    afflicted    with     the    mania    of 
requiring  dispensations,  some  such  rule  would  save  time 
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and  trouble  to  the  G.  H.  P.  and  Grand  Secretary  to  say 
the  least.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  notice  further  on, 
in  M.  E.  Comp.  Drummond's  review  of  New  Jersey,  the 
following  : 

The  trouble  is  that  the  discovery  that  tha  hiws  and  re«:ulation8 
of  the  Grand  ("hapter  have  not  been  complied  with,  is  not  made 
until  it  is  too  late  for  the  Chapter  to  remedy  it.  In  Maine,  for  some 
years  a  fee  for  every  dispensation  has  been  required.  We  have 
watched  the  operation  of  the  law  very  carefully,  and  we  have  no 
question  whatever  that  it  has  resulted  in  the  exercise  ])y  the 
Chapters  of  a  largely  increased  attention  to  the  rules  and  re<?nla- 
tions. 

We  do  not  doubt  it.     We  are  sure  of  it. 

From  the  report  of  the  Deputy  we  cull  the  following 
very  pertinent  remarks : 

In  one  instance  I  had  occasion  to  dwell  uj)on  tlie  importance  of 
selecting  officers  who  are  willing  to  discharge  their  duties.  A  Com- 
panion who  will  assume  a  jewel,  and  straightway  forget  or  ignore 
th^  obligations  thereby  imposed,  however  high  his  standing, genial 
his  disposition,  or  brilliant  his  talents,  ought  to  be  relegated  to  the 
ranks  of  the  untitled.  As  a  living  dog  is  hetter  than  a  dead  lion, 
b  so  is  a  somewhat  imperfect  workman  whose  brethren  may  count 
upon  his  presence  at  the  proper  time  to  be  preferred  to  one  of  more 
active  memory  and  more  a^ile  tongi.e,  but  whom  the  love  of  ease, 
the  charms  of  his  fireside,  or  the  aUnictions  of  other  society  are 
liable  to  keep  from  the  post  of  duty.  Zeal  is  a  peruliar  character- 
istic of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  only  to  the  zealous  do  our  honors 
and  dignities  of  right  belong. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Drummond  as  usual  again  presents  the 
Report  on  Correspondence.  Under  Michigan  he  states 
that— 

This  is  our  One  Hundredth  Report  made  to  Masonic  (irand 
Bodies  of  Maine. 


What  a  great  record. 
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Regarding  the  Collective    Ballot 
under  Indiana  : 


he   remarks   thusly 


He  earnestly  opposes  *'The  Collective  Ballot,"  that  is,  balloting 
upon  more  than  one  candidate  at  the  same  time.  We  agree  with 
him  so  far  as  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  are  concerned;  but  there  are 
no  serious  objections  to  this  course  in  some  bodies,  such  as  the 
Council  of  High  Priesthood  for  instance,  in  which  only  those  who 
have  already  passed  the  ordeal  in  other  bodies  are  admitted. 
For  this  reason  the  practice  in  other  bodies  can  be  no  precedent  for 
Lodge  or  Chapter. 

One  society,  of  which  we  are  a  member*  has  introduced  a  modi- 
fication of  the  "  Australian  Ballot  "  The  names  of  the  candidates 
are  printed  or  written  on  slips  of  paper,  one  of  which  is  given  to 
every  member;  each  one  secretly  marks  a  cross  against  the  names 
of  all  wliom  he  votes  for,  leaving  those  to  whom  he  is  opposed 
unmarked,  unless  he  emphasizes  his  opposition  by  drawing  iiis 
pencil  through  the  name.  This  method  saves  valuable  time,  and 
so  far  it  has  apparently  worked  well. 

There  are  so  many  gems  scattered  through  his  report 
that  we  scarcely  know  which  to  cull  and  present  for  the 
edification  of  our  readers,  as  our  space  is  limited  The 
following  should  be  read  and  pondered  over  by  many : 

When  will  Masons  learn  that  the  charge  committed  to  them  is  to 
administer  Masonry  as  it  came  to  us  from  the  fathers,  and  that  they 
have  no  warrant  to  ckxnge  it,  even  to  make  what  seems  to  them 
improvements?  Legislation  to  prevent  abuses  in  methods  and 
administration  is  one  thing,  while  attempted  changes  in  the  institu- 
tion itself  is  quite  another. 


We  do  not  care  how  much  work  a  Chapter  does  provided  it 
takes  a  proper  time  to  do  it,  and  does  not  forget  that  the  object  of 
the  work  is  to  teach  Masonry  and  not  to  make  Masons, 

Quebec  receives  full  and  fraternal  notice. 

He  thinks  that  during  our  absence  of  eight  years  we  will 
find   "  a  generation  has  arisen  who  know  not  the  ancient 
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landmarks,  but  declare  that  a  non-affiliate  Mason  is  not 
in  good  standing."     So  it  would  appear. 

He  concludes  with  the  following : 

May  the  Craft  be  endowed  with  such  wisdom  that  no  brother 
shall  be  deprived  of  his  Masonic  rights  on  account  of  his  poverty, 
permanent  or  temporary  1 

To  which  we  say  with  all  out  heart.  Amen. 

55  Chapters;  Membership,  5714;  increase,  206. 

Henry  S.  Webster,  Gardiner    -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Stephen  Berry,  Portland     .     -    -      Grand  Secretary. 


MARYLAND. 
98th  Annual  Oonvooation  Nov.  12th,  1806. 

Held  in  Baltimore,  M.  E.  Coinp.  Edward  R.  Trippe 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding,  11  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
were  present,  among  them  M.  E.  Comp.  Achey,  Quebec's 
Grand  Representative,  12  Chapters  were  represented,  five 
absent.  The  proceedings  have  a  fine  photo  of  the  new 
G.  H.  P.,  Comp.  Shryock.  The  retiring  official's  address 
stated  he  had  been  an  invalid  through  an  accident  for 
nearly  five  months,  which,  in  consequence,  interfered  with 
his  plans  for  visitations*  A  feature  of  the  Convocation 
was  the  unveilmg  of  a  portrait  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
Geo.  L.  McCahan,  who  is  at  present  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  United  States. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  by  that  old 
Masonic  veteran,  M.  E.  Comp.  Edward  T.  Schultz,  whom 
we  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and  enjoying  a  pleasant 
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conversation  with  on  the  revievvingr  stand  at  the  Templar 
Triennial  in  Boston,  in  August  last.  The  present  is  his 
twentieth  review  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Under  Ohio  we  find  the  following: — 

Our  remarks  will  not  bear  the  construction  he  puts  upon  them. 
Wo  have  repeatetlly  stated  tliat  l)y  tlie  act  of  dismiss  ion  a  Brother 
or  Companion  loses  all  his  membership  rights  and  privileges,  and  he 
cannot  »^ven  visit  the  Lodj^e  or  Chapter  of  which  he  was  formerly  a 
member,  except  by  the  couitesy  of  tlie  presiding  officer  and  mem 
bers ;  therefore  he  cannot  **wi/^  into  a  Chapter  and  prefer  charges 
against  a  member."  By  dismission,  however,  a  Brother  loses  none 
of  his  rights  in  Wi^  fraternity  ;  these  remain  unimpaireil,  why,  then, 
may  he  not  prefer  charges  against  2^  fellw-member  of  the  fraternity, 
whom  he  may  know  has  ommitted  a  gross  offense  against  a 
fraternity  of  which  both  are  members  ?  He  may  not  have  a  right  to 
walk  into  a  Cliapter,  but  why  can't  he  do  what  even  a  profane  may 
do,  make  his  complaints  to  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Chapter? 

It  used  to  be  held  as  'A  fundamental  principle  of  the  fraternity  that  a 
Brother  could  not  be  deprived  of  the  rights  of  th&t  /ratemtty  unless 
for  the  commission  of  some  crime  against  it,  and  then  only  after  due 
trial  and  conviction,  hence  our  remark,  that  by  denying  the  right  of 
a  worthy  non-affdiat«  to  refer  charges  against  a  member  a  fundamen- 
tal principle  of  the  fraternity  is  **set  aside  or  abrogated." 

We  agree  with  Companion  Schultze. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Brethren  of  to-day  have  lost 
sight  of  some  of  the  points  and  principles  that  guided 
the  Fraternity  in  the  past.  They  mix  up  the  rights  of 
membership  in  a  private  Lodge  with  the  rights  of  a  Mason 
in  the  Fraternity  at  large.  In  earlier  days  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  it  was  a  custom  to  ballot  for  a  can- 
didate as  an  applicant  for  t/ie  degrees  of  Masonry^  and 
after  the  candidate  had  received  the  degrees  he  was  in 
some  Lodges  again  balloted  for,  for   membership  in  the 
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Lodge,  while  in  others  the  question  was  asked  him  in  open 
Lodge,  "Having  now  become  a  member  of  our  order,  do 
you  wish  to  become  a  member  of  this  Lod^e?" — the 
candidate  usually  answering  in  the  affirmative.  Our 
Brethren  of  the  earlier  part  of  this  century  clearly  under- 
stood the  difference  between  making  a  Mason  with  the 
rights  appertaining  to  that  action  in  the  Fraternity  and 
admitting  a  Mason  to  membership  in  a  Lodge  with  the 
rights  belonging  to  Lodge  membership.  The  right  of  a 
Brother  to  demit  is  still  a  strong  feature  in  the  Mother 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  world. 

Quebec  for  1895  is  fraternally  reviewed. 

17  Chapters;   Membership,  1,662;   Increase,  80. 

W.  H.  ShryocK,  Baltimore,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  L.  McCahan,  Baltimore,        -        Grand  Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
07th  Annual  OonTOoation.  Deo   10th,  1806. 

Held  in  Boston,  J.  Gilmour  Waite.  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  The  roll  call  was  responded  to  by  62  of  the 
74  Chapters.  Quebec's  Representative  did  not  report. 
The  Quarterly  Convocation  of  September  was  held  on 
the  lOth  in  Roxbury,  in  the  Mt.  Vernon  Chapter  Hall 
owing  to  the  fire  which  three  days  previously  had  des- 
troyed the  Boston  Masonic  1>mple.  The  G.  H.  P.  in 
his  address  stated  the  loss  to  the  G^^and  Cha})tcr  was  of 
a  general  rather  than  a  specific  nature  and  amply  covered. 
We  regret  very  much  that  other  bodies  of  the  Craft  were 
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not  so  fortunate.  Having  enjoyed  an  extremely  pleasant 
visit  with  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars 
of  the  U.  S.  A.  in  the  Temple  the  week  previously,  we  a 
were  much  pained  at  hearing  of  the  unfortunate  calamity  \ 
which  befell  the  hospitable  Brethren  and  fratres  of  Boston,  J 
so  soon  after  their  Triennial  Meeting.  From  the  address  l 
we  take  the  following,  which  we  wish  we  could  impress  | 
upon  every   member  of  the   craft. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  matter,  which,  though  it  may 
not  be  a  very  common  practice,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  notice.  I  refer 
to  the  sending  of  Masonic  notices  which  contain  matter  which  is  to 
acted  upon  in  a  **  tiled  body  "  unsealed,  or,  still  worse,  upon  postal 
cards. 

The  element  of  economy  involved  is  not  of  sufficient  considera- 
tion to  warrant  its  practice.  The  liability  of  exposing  the  affairs  of 
the  body  to  the  uninitiated  is  an  adequate  reason  for  its  abandon- 
ment  entirely.  In  this  matter  of  publicity,  may  we  not  look  a 
little  further  and  in  another  direction,  and  consider  the  great 
impropriety  of  permitting  tho  transactions  of  a  Masonic  Body  to 
become  the  property  of  the  secular  press  for  dissemination  to  the 
general  public  ?  I  hold  to  the  position,  that  a  Lodge  room  is  no 
place  for  a  **  reporter"  to  pursue  his  vocation.  The  growing  preva- 
lence with  which  the  affairs  of  the  craft  are  paraded,  beside  the 
many  ephemeral  societies  of  the  day,  cheapens  the  respect  in  which 
the  members  of  the  Fraternity  hold  the  institution. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  emblem  of  *'The  Book  of  Constitutions 
guarded  by  the  Tyler's  sword,"  and  practise  its  solemn  injunction. 

And  the  Committee  on  the  address  approved  of  the 

remarks  in  this  wise : — 

And  we  are  in  full  accord  with  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his 
statement  that  the  Chapter  is  not  a  proper  place  for  a  reporter  for 
the  secular  press  to  ply  his  vocation. 

The  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Fraternity  are 
paraded  in  the  secular  press  is  getting  to  be  an  almost 
insupportable  nuisance  to  many  of  the  conservative  mem- 
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bers   of  the  Fraternity,   and   the  remarks  of  Most  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  G.  Waite  are  very  "  appropos"  and  much  needed. 

Comp.  Seranus  Bowen  presents  his  fifth  Annual  Report, 
pleasantly  reviewing  nearly  every  Jurisdiction,  Quebec 
for  1895  receiving  due  notice.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in 
the  Ancient  Landmarks  and  especially  the  one  which 
states  "The  necessity  that  every  Lodge  when  congregated 
should  be  duly  tiled,"  and  says  no  amount  of  argument 
could  convince  him  that  it  is  proper  to  permit  a  profane 
of  either  sex  into  the  adjoining  room  or  behind  a  curtain 
for  the  purpose  of  singing  during  the  work,  or  that  when 
so  permitted  the  Lodge  is  properly  tyled. 

A  fine  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Waterman 
adorns  the  Proceedings. 

74  Chapters;  Membership,  13,944;  Increase,  659. 

J.  Oilman  Waite,  Medford,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
Seranus  Bowen,  Boston,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


MICHIGAN. 
46th  Annual  Convooation.  Jan.  16-16,  1806. 

Held  in  Detroit,  M.  E,  Comp,  Jas,  H.  Cummins,  whose 
pleasant  countenance  embellishes  the  front  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, presided,  assisted  by  a  dozen  Past  High  Grand 
Priests  and  the  Representatives  from  126  subordinate 
Chapters,  out  of  a  roll  of  127.  This  is  a  capital  showing 
and  caps  the  record,  only  one  absent  out  of  over  one 
hundred  and  a-quarter;  but  then  Michigan  Masons  have 

a   reputation   of    being   zealous   and    enthusiastic.     The 
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Grand  High  Priest  presents  a  good  business  address.  He 
I  had  been  studying  up  their  constitution,  and  to  his  mind 
found  a  number  of  the  clauses  which  needed  amending, 
and  recommended  a  number  of  changes,  among  them  we 
note  the  following : 

I  would  further  recommend  that  this  Grand  Cliapter  become  an 
incorporated  body,  the  same  as  our  Grand  Lodge,  that  we  may 
have  a  legal  as  well  as  a  Masonic  standing.  As  we  now  stand  we 
are  at  the  mercy  of  any  one  to  be  imposed  upon.  We  cannot  sue 
or  be  sued.  We  have  legally  no  standing  whatever  and  could  assert 
our  authority  in  no  way. 

Strange,  very !  What  do  they  want  to  be  sued  for  ? 
If  they  owe  anything  why  do  they  not  pay  their  debts 
like  honorable  men  and  Masons  }  Why  wait  to  be  sued  ? 
And  moreover,  whom  do  they  want  to  sue?  Brothei* 
Masons  ?  Do  they  desire  to  take  a  Brother  Mason  into 
Court  ?  We  have  elsewhere  stated  our  views  on  this  subject 
of  incorporation  and  believe  it  a  grave  mistake,  other 
tnan  forming,  apart  from  the  Lodge  or  Chapter,  a  joint 
stock  company  for  the  especial  purpose  of  holding  real 
estate.  We  note  a  special  committee  was  authorized  to 
procure  the  incorporation  and  report  at  next  session. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  production 
of  Comps.  J.  S.  Conover  and  G.  B.  Noble.  Under 
Canada  we  find  the  former  remarking  upon  the  deleting 
of  the  P.  M.  degree: 

How  is  any  American  Royal  Arch  Mason  going  to  visit  Canadian 
Chapters  hereafter  when  the  Royal  Arch  degree  is  conferred  ? 

We  suppose  he  means  Chapters  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  ''Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  in  Ontario,"  (Comp. 
Bennet  of  Canada  will  please   note).     Well,  we  imagine, 


MINNESOTA.  5l 

exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  visit  Pennsyl- 
vania, England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Australia,  etc.  If  the 
walking  was  bad  and  memory  deficient  we  would  have  our 
doubts  as  to  how.  Quebec  is  reviewed  by  Comp.  Noble, 
as  we  find  the  initials  G.  B.  N.  attached. 

127  Chapters;  Membership,  12,338;  increase,  360. 
Chas.  D.  Blanchard,  Marquette,  Grand  High  Priest. 
JEFFKRSON  S.  CONOVER,  Coldwater,  Grand   Secretary. 


MINNESOTA. 

34th  Annual  OonTOoation.  Oot.  8th,  1896. 

Held  in  St.  Paul,  57  Chapters  represented  out  of  58, 
M.  E.  Comp.  F.  B.  Fobes,  Grand  High  Priest  presiding 
Quebec's  Representative  not  present.  The  address  was 
a  business  document.  Issued  one  dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  and  a  number  of  special  dispensations.  He  com- 
plains of  lack  of  decorum  in  Chapter  work,  and  quotes 
one  of  his  District  Visitors  regarding  it,  who  remarked 
that  he  had  in  a  gentlemanly  manner,  explained,  that  as 
he  understood  Masonry,  levity  or  rudeness  had  no  place  in 
any  of  the  degrees.     Quite  so. 

The  proceedings  have  the  portraits  of  two  past  officers, 
M.  E.  Comps.  F.  B.  Fobes  and  Blinn  Converse. 

Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  submits  his 
sixth  Review  on  Correspondence  which  is,  as  usual,  very 
interesting.  We  find  a  number  of  good  things  we  would 
like  to  quote  had  we  the  space.  The  following  under 
Louisiana  we  fully  agree  with  as  we  have  written  in  the 
same  strain. 
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We  say  every  Mason  who  can  afford  to  pay  dues  ought  to  be  a 
member  of  some  Lodge.     If  meetings  were  made  more  attractive 


^  non-payment  of  dues.    AVe  seek  to  encourage   affiliation  in  this 
I  jurisdiction  by  forbidding  any  fee  to  be  charged  therefor. 


}  and  Secretaries  made  personal  request  for  dues  annually,  we  would       » 
:;  hear  much  less  of  either  suspension  or  striking  from  the  roll  for 


I 


And  with  him  we  agree  on  the  right  of  dismission,  for 
elsewhere  we  have  made  remarks  on  the  same  subject, 
that  a  Mason  has  rights  in  the  Fraternity  at  large  as 
well  as  rights  of  membership  in  a  L»odge. 

Under  South  Dakota  he  says  : — 

{ 

c  Under  Illinois,  he  takes  issue  with  Companion  Pearson,  that  a 

*  Master  Mason  holding  a  dimit  is  in  good  standing,  and  asks,  "In 
\  good  standing  with  what?"  Agreeing  with  Companion  Pearson, 
b  we  answer,  with  the  Masonic  Fraternity.  He  has  only  lost  the 
\  privileges  of  Lodge  membership  by  dimitting.  He  still  remains  a 
I  member  of  the  Fraternity  at  large,  with  certain  obligations  renting 
E  upon  him,  certain  duties  he  owes  to  his  brother— whether  a  Lodge 

I  member  or  not— from  which  he  cannot  be  absolved,  and  with  cer- 
tain claims  on  his  Brother  Masons  which  they  cannot  ignore.  He 
pays  his  heavy  fees  for  the  privilege  of  membership  in  this  universal 

»  brotherhood,  nor  do  any  of  his  obligations  bind  him  to  always        ^ 

;  remain  a  member  of  a  Lodge ;  and  yet  every  Mason  should  be  a       ^ 

-.  member  of  some  Lodge  if  he  can  afford  to.    With  us  a  nnnaffiliate       | 

\  may  not  visit  the  same  Lodge  more  than  three  times,  unless  he       i 

.  petitions  for  membership;  hence,  he  could  not  participate  in  festi- 

"  vals,  etc.,  on  a  par  with   actual  members.     He  might,   also,  be        [ 

I  refused  Lodge  aid  when  he  needed  it,  and  Masonic  burial.     He,        ^ 

:  therefore,   voluntarily   deprives  himself  of  certain  privileges  that       I 

■'.  would  be  readily  granted  a  Lodge  member,  but  still  remains  a  Mason       \ 

•  in  good  standing.  * 


Quebec  for  1895  receives  full  measure  and  our  proceed- 
ings called  a  "  model  of  neatness,"  etc.,  etc.  Our  printer 
being  also  of  the  household  of  the  faithful,  we  acknow-       ^ 
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I  I 

i     ledge  the  compliment  for  him,  as  well  as  complimentary 
i     reference  to  ourself. 


I 


58  Chapters;  Membership,  4,615;  Increase,  143. 

Charles  D.  Boyce,  Minneapolis,   Grand   High  Priest. 
Thos.  Montgomery,  St.  Paul,        -       Grand  Secretary. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

47th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Feb.  13th,  1806. 

Held  at  West  Point.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  Starling,  presiding.  34  subordinates  pre- 
sent out  of  49  on  the  roll.  Comp.  Dr.  Vaughan,  repre- 
senting Quebec,  was  also  in  attendance.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  congratulates  Grand  Chapter  on  its  surpris- 
ing vitality,  says  Masonry  has  its  wax  and  its  wane,  its 
flood  and  its  ebb,  and  that  even  religion  has  its  seasons 
of  slackness,  lukewarm ness  or  even  inertness.  Granted 
a  number  of  dispensations  but  refused  one  to  revive  a 
defunct  Charter,  advising  them  to  take  out  a  new  Charter 
by  the  same  name.  Grand  Chapter  concurred  in  his 
decision  allowing  a  nominal  fee,  thus  following  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  previous  year.  Suitable  Memorial  pages 
are  devoted  to  Robert  B.  Brannin,  their  late  beloved 
Grand  Lecturer,  whose  portrait  faces  the  title  page. 
Comp.  P.  M.  Savery  presents  the  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence.  He  still  seems  cramped  for  space,  of  which  he 
complained  last  year,  and  although  he  reviews  44  Juris- 
dictions, he  does  not  have  room  for  much  of  his  own 
commenting.     Quebec  is  very  briefly  noticed. 
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Under  Maine  he  remarks  truly — 

We  say  Masonry  should  not  be  hurried  ;  learn  slowly,  surely,  cor- 
rectly, all  essentials,  and  insist  upon  an  observance  of  them. 
Every  attempt  to  modernize  Masonry,  destroys  its  usefulness. 

49  Chapters;  Membership,  1315;  decrease,  22. 

G.  F.  Bahin,  Natchez    ....     Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  L.  Power,  Jackson      -     .     .     .      Grand  Secretary. 


MISSOURI 

48th  Annual  Oonvooation.  April  26th,  1806 

Convened  in  St.  Louis,  M.  E.  Comp.  the  Rev.  C.  H. 
Briggs,  D.D..  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  81  out  of 
95  subordinates  represented.  Quebec's  Representative 
not  present.  The  Grand  High  Priest  reported  having 
set  one  Chapter  at  work  and  "  assisted  the  Companions 
in  conferring  degrees"  in  8  Chapters  besides  visiting  a 
number  of  others.  A  Brother  who  had  received  the 
M.  M.  and  P.  M.  degrees  had  the  misfortune  to  shoot 
himself  through  his  left  wrist,  which  necessitated  the 
amputation  of  the  hand.  The  Grand  High  Priest  de. 
cided  that  he  did  not  through  this  misfortune,  forfeit  his 
right  to  receive  the  remaining  degrees. 

Fifty-four  Chapters  out  of  95  responded  to  the  appeal 
for  funds  for  a  Masonic  Hospital  or  Sanatorium  to  the 
extent  of  $2006.00.  Four  appeals  during  two  years 
were  sent  out,  but  33  Chapters  did  not  have  courtesy  or 
decency  enough  to  favor  the  committee  with  even  an 
acknowledgement  by  postal  card — O  mores!      Several 
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portraits  adorn  the  proceedings,  one  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
Corona  H.  Briggs,  D.D.,  and  the  other  the  first  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Missouri  in  1846.  M.  E.  Comp.  James 
W.  Mitchell.  A  biographical  sketch  accompanies  the  lat- 
ter, which  is  very  interesting. 

Comp.  W.  H.  Mayo  presents  his  i6th  Annual  Report 
on  Fraternal  Correspondence. 

In  a  number  of  places  he  takes  up  the  cudgels  for  the 
degree  of  Past  Master  in  the  Chapter,  and  ridicules  such 
a  thing  as  Past  Master  in  the  Lodge. 

li  is  true  that  in  some  Jurisdictions  a  side  degree  (for  it  is  not  con- 
ferred in  or  by  the  Lodge)  is  conferred  (or  communicated)  to  one 
who  has  been  elected  Master.  But  it  is  an  utter  misnomer  to  call 
it  the  Degree  of  **  Past "  Master.  It  should  (if  given  at  all)  be 
termed  the  Degree  of  **  Present"  Master  or  «*  Installed  "  Master,  or 
"Worshipfur'  Master,  or  better  yet  of  ** About-to-be"  Master.  A 
Past  Master,  as  such,  has  no  official  duties  to  perform,  and  needs  no 
ceremony  to  make  him  **  rise  above  his  fellows." 

In  Canadian  Lodges,  the  ceremony  of  "  Installed 
Master "  is  conferred  on  the  Master-elect  before  he  can 
assume  the  chair,  by  the  retiring  Master  assisted  by  the 
other  Past  Masters,  but  more  generally  by  the  D.D.G.M. 
of  the  District  or  some  Past  Grand  Officer.  It  is  much 
more  elaborate  and  different  from  the  Chapter  Degree, 
and  is  called  by  the  name  above  mentioned.  In  Quebec 
we  have  confined  the  P.  M.  Degree  in  the  Chapter  to  the 
O.  B.  and  the  communicating  the  Esoteric  portion,  and  it 
does  not  occupy  much  time  nor  give  us  much  trouble,  but 
if  our  American  Companions  would  drop  it  we  would  be 
quite  well  pleased.  Quebec  for  1894  is  reviewed  and  he 
considers  the  practice  erroneous  of  proclaiming  our  re- 
elected officers  instead  of  re-installing.     We  have  failed  to 
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see  any  impropriety  in  our  so  doing  or  Masonic  law  to 
the  contrary,  and  are  afraid  shall  have  to  continue  in  our 
evil  ways,  and,  if  re-elected,  be  proclaimed  in  our  office 
and  hold  "  until  our  successors  are  elected  and  installed  in 
our  stead." 

9S  Chapters ;   Membership,  6485  ;  increase,  87. 
Alvin  Haynie,  Clinton       -     -     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Wm.  H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis      -     -     -       Grand  Secretary. 


MONTANA. 

6th  Annual  Convocation.  Oct.  7th,  1895. 

Convened  at  the  City  of  Helena,    M.  E.  Comp.  I.  W. 

I  Baker,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  Eleven  subord- 
inates out  of  12  represented.  Comp.  J.  J.  Hindson, 
^  Quebec's  Representative,  was  through  illness  in  his 
I  family,  unable  to  be  present,  but  though  absent  we  are 
I  pleased  to  note  he  was  elected  during  the  session  to  the 
J  Supreme  Command.  We  extend  hearty  congratulations 
and  wish  him  a  successful  year  in  office.  The  address 
was  purely  a  business  paper  and  the  transactions  routine 
and  local. 

Comp.  Cornelius  Hedges,  the  Grand  Secretary,  is  again 
the  Correspondence  reporter.  Under  California  he  quotes 
Comp.  Davies  remarks  ;  that  Comp.  Chambers*  criticism 
on  Montana's  abolishing  Representatives  with  members 
of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  was  "a  punch  under  the 
belt."  We  cannot  look  on  Comp.  Chambers'  remarks  in 
that  light,  to  our  mind  it  was  a  straight-forward  hit  from 
the  shoulder,  and  Comp.  Hedges  very  manfully  acknow- 
ledges it  when  he  says  : — 
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So  long  as  we  solicited  and  accepted  the  authority  to  organize  our 
Grand  (-liapter  under  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  pay  dues  to  it, 
accept  its  legislation  as  binding,  surely  our  Grand  Chapter  is  not  an 
independent  sovereignty,  and  we  are  estopped  by  our  history  and 
acts  from  so  claiminc.  Perhaps  the  exchange  of  Grand  Representa- 
tives is  not  an  act  of  sovereignty,  though  it  is  generally  so  claimed 
by  those  ailvocating  the  system.  The  fact  that  we  have  a  constitu- 
tion makes  us  a  limited  sovereignty.  Its  ordinary  acts  are  limited 
by  a  fundamental  law.  As  a  Grand  Chapter  we  have  certainly 
parted  with  some  of  the  rights  claimed  by  Quebec,  Pennsylvania, 
&c.y  and  we  should  stultify  ourselves  in  denying  it  We  try  to  be 
consistent  in  claiming  no  more  than  we  are  entitled  to. 

Comp.  Chambers'  remarks  that  Montana  by  her  action 
must  only  consider  herself  a  limited  sovereignty,  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  above. 

Under  Canada  we  note  the  following  description  of  the 
geographical  boundaries  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
(in  Ontario). 

It  is  a  Jurisdiction  of  very  large  area,  inclndine:  Prince  Edward 
Island  at  the  East  an<l  British  Columbia  on  the  West,  beside  reach- 
ing over  into  Australia. 
I  In  other  words.  Companion  Hedges  gives  the  geo- 
graphical boundary  of  the  '*  Dominion  "  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  instead  of  the  provincial  boundary  of  Ontario. 
Will  Comp.  Bennet  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
(in  Ontario)  kindly  arise  and  explain  to  Comp.  Hedges 
where  the  Grand  Chapters  of  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia  and  Quebec  come  in.  Our  Canadian  confrere 
will  pardon  our  request,  but  as  before  remarked,  it 
seems  somewhat  difficult  to  get  outsiders  to  understand 
that  the  G.  C.  of  Canada  does  not  cover  the  whole 
Dominion.     The  name  is  now  very  misleading. 

Quebec  for  1895  is  kindly  noticed.  M.  E.  Comp. 
Chambers'  address  characterized  as  admirable  in  spirit 
and  style.     He  thinks  we  are  very  loose  in  our  views  con- 
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cerning  demits.  We  fail  to  see  where  we  ever  said 
anything  to  challenge  that  remark.  There  is  nothing  loose 
about  us,  Comp.  Hedges,  not  even  cash.  The  following 
remark,  however,  we  do  not  understand  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

If  one  goes  out  to  escape  paying  dues,  while  hoping  to  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  of  Masonry,  we  are  pretty  decided  in  the  opinion  that 
such  an  ambition  should  not  be  gratified. 

When  a  Mason  demits  from  his  Lodge  here,  he 
loses  all  rights  and  privileges  of  Lodge  membership,  and 
going  out  does  not  with  us^allow  the  demitted  Mason  a  right 
to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  accruing  or  co-inci- 
dent with  said  Lodge  membership ;  at  the  same  time  he 
has  certain  claims  on  the  Fraternity  at  large  which  can- 
not be  ignored.     We  have  written  elsewhere  on  this  point. 

We  also  hope.  Comp.  Hedges,  you  will  one  day  again 
visit  the  Dominion,  and  we  are  sure  you  will  have  an 
enjoyable  time  with  your  rod  in  Comp.  Chambers  com- 
pany. We  will  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  on  your  way 
through  Montreal. 

12  Chapters  ;  Membership,  663  ;  Increase,  28. 


J.  J.  HiNDSON',  Helena. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Helena, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA. 
21st  Annual  Oonvooation.  June  11th,  1894. 

Most  E.  Comp.  John  W.  Eckley,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  who  presented  a  short  business  address.  In  it 
he  refers  to  the  serious  financial  condition  of  the  Grand 
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Chapter,  which  was  found  to  be  such  that  a  special 
assessment  was  levied  on  the  Chapters,  the  printing  of  the 
Proceeding's  done  a^vay  with,  and  the  services  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence  consequently  dispensed  with. 
Hard  times  and  the  great  depreciation  in  metals  had  struck 
the  great  silver  State  a  serious  blow. 

RUFUS  H.  Kinney,  Virginia  City,  Giand  High  Priest. 
C.  N.  NoTEWARE,  Carson  City,       -       Grand  Secretary. 
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22nd  Annual  Oonvooation.  June  10th,  1895. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rufus  H.  Kinney,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  Quebec's  Grand  Representative  was  not 
reported  present.  Six  Subordinates  represented.  The 
G.  H.  P.  states  that  while  the  reports  show  a  small  loss 
in  membership,  he  is  convinced  that  it  is  the  last  time 
the  balance  will  be  on  that  side  of  the  ledger.  He  pays 
a  very  graceful  tribute  to  the  work  and  zeal  of  their 
Grand  Secretary.  The  Proceedings  of  both  1894  and 
1895  come  to  hand  bound  in  one  pamphlet,  and  the 
reports  show  a  decided  improvement.  No  Report  on 
Correspondence. 

8  Chapters  ;  Membership,  294  ;   Decrease,  9. 

Trenmor  Coffin,  Carson  City,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  Grand  Secretary, 
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I  NEW  HAMPSHIRE.                                 I. 

J  76th  Annual  Oonvooation.           May  14th,  1805.            J 
\          M.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  W.    Hinds.    Grand    High   Priest,     i 

A 


s 


presiding.     Eight  Past  Grand   High   Priests  and   Repre-     ^ 

sentatives  from  eighteen  Chapters  out   of  a  roll  of   23.     f 

^     Quebec's   esteemed    Representative,    Comp.    George    P.     f 

Cleaves,   their  efficient  Grand  Secretary,  was   of  course     | 

present.     The  Grand  High  Priest  was  chary  in  the  issue     \ 

of  dispensations,  or  perhaps  only  the  two  granted  were     * 

asked   for.     He  constituted   one  Chapter   and  visited   a     ! 

number  of  others.     He  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Gen-     ^ 

eral  Grand,  and  considered  that  "  while  no  business  or     J 

legislation  of  great  importance  to  the  craft  generally  was 

done,  yet  the  meeting  of  so  many  eminent  Masons  from 

every  part  of  the  country  can  but  redound  to  the  benefit 

J     of  Masonry."     No  complaints  had   been   preferred,   and 

£      no  questions  of  law  or  usage  presented  to  him, 

-  One  hundred  and  six  pages  are  devoted  to  the  Report 

^     on  Correspondence  by  Comp.  A.  S.  Wait,  who  reviews 

53  Jurisdictions,  seven  of  them  for  two  years.     Quebec     J 

.1     for  1894  is  among  the  reviewed.      He  still  has  a  tilt  with 

'.     Comp.   Drummond    of   Maine.     He   .somewhat   qualifies 

j     his  remarks  of  the  previous  year,  that  the  Grand  Lodge 

i     of  England,  like  the  British  Crown,  denied  to  its  depen- 

i'     dencies  liberties  enjoyed  by  themselves,  by  now  saying  : 

I  He  knows,  and  every  other  Mason  well-informed  knows,  that  the 

\  Grand  Lodge  of  England  never  assumed  over  the  Masons  of  P^ng- 

'i  land  any  such   *'  absolute  supreme    power "  as  he    (Drummond) 

/  asserts  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  possessed. 

SAs  we  understand  it,  in  the  Provincial  period  the  Lodges  of  New 
York  were  never  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 
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This  makes  it  more  difficult  than  ever  to  understand 
Companion  Wait's  remarks  of  last  year. 

The  report  is  very  interesting  and  we  agree  with  him 
on  many  questions,  although  some  are  not  of  as  much 
vital  interest  to  this  Jurisdiction  as  to  our  neighbors. 

23  Chapters,;  Membership,  3221  ;  Increase,  107. 

Wm.  p.  Knight,  Laconia   -     -     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  p.  Cleaves,  Concord    -     -     -      Grand  Secretary. 
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SOth  Annual  Convocation.  May  15th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  O.  Ayres,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  with  J2  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  27  Chap- 
ters represented.  Quebec  represented  by  their  efficient 
Grand  Secretary.  The  G.  H.  Priest  presents  a  thought- 
ful address.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Grand 
Chapter  assuming  the  control  of  the  Order  of  High  Priest- 
hood was  neither  wise  nor  beneficial.  He  came  also  to 
the  conclusion  that  dispensations  free  for  the  asking  was 
I  the  reason  for  their  being  constantly  asked  for,  and 
recommends  the  charging  of  a  lee.     He  remarks : — 

To  one  Chapter  in  particular,  during  the  past  year,  I  granted  dis- 
pensations several  times  for  the  same  purpose,  which  could  have 
have  been  avoided  if  the  Companions  had  even  given  the  General 
Regulations  a  passing  thought  We  learn  to  be  more  particular 
about  something  we  have  to  pav  for,  than  we  are  of  that  which 
costs  us  nothing. 

The  Committee  on  the  address  did  not  favor  the  idea, 
and  recommended  the  "  prompt  and  positive  denial "  in 
all  cases  when  proper  attention   to  the  requirements  of 
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the  laws  and  regulations  would  obviate  their  necessity. 
Easier  said  than  done.  From  our  experience  the  Grand 
High  Priest's  suggestion  was  the  proper  solution  for  the 
abeyance  of  this  nuisance  and  worry  to  Grand  Officers. 
Infiict  a  penalty  for  carelessness  and  disregard  of  rules, 
and  it  will  help  materially  to  decrease  the  applications. 

Comp.  Geo.  B.  Edwards  writes  the  Correspondence 
Report,  covering  fifty  titles;  Quebec  for  1894  among  the 
number.     He  remarks  : — 

Qualitative  is  the  estimate  produced  by  the  inspection  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Thanks,  Companion  Edwards.  Quality  and  not  quan- 
tity is  the  motto  we  try  to  follow  in  our  Royal  Craft  in 
this  Province. 

Under  Connecticut,  we  note  the  following  sarcasm,  and 

must  remark  that  many  of  our  Masonic  friends  across  the 

border  have  a  much  greater  penchant  and  mania  than 

we  Canadians  have,  for  dressing   up  in   such  wonderful 

apparel,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  could  not  have 

arrayed  himself  in  a  similar  style  without  causing  much 

criticism  among  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 

The  beauty  displayed  in  the  rendition  of  the  Most  Excellent 
degree  was  made  of  prominence  in  one  of  the  reports ;  in  another, 
the  Arch  degree  is  signalized,  and  the  costumes  were  pronounced 
as  **  something  unique,"  but  "did  not  deter  from  the  fact  of  marked 
proficiency. '*  Since  visiting  a  State  fair,  where  a  gentleman  in 
elaborate  costume  was  displaying  his  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of 
worm  syrup,  on  one  corner ;  and  another,  also  in  divergent  costume, 
was  expounding  the  merits  of  a  teeth -cleaning  preparation,  grand- 
iloquent in  words  and  dress,  the  writer  has  lost,  if  ever  he  had  any, 
the  taste  for  obsolete  apparel. 

The  report  has  many  good  things  had  we  the  time  and 

space  to  quote  them,  but  to  quote  the  Companion's  own 
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remarks   **  Want   of  space   and    time   are  sufficiencies." 
Under  California  we  find  the  following: — 

Dispensations  were  granted  ''tf)  ballot,  on  petition,  for  degrees, 
without  reference,  and  to  elect  to  the  ofHce  of  High  Priest,  vacant 
by  resignation.'*  The  official  covering  his  acts  by  the  threadbare 
sanctlficatior  of  <*good  and  sufficient  reasons."  The  phrase  has 
been  so  hackneyed  in  life  that  it  is  about  time  it  was  appropriated 
for  tombstone  epitaph — Died  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 

38  Chapters;  Membership,  3,168;  Increase,  69. 
James  E.  Fulper,  Washington,    -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.  B.  Edwards,  Jersey  City,       -       Grand  Secretary, 
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98th  Annual  Convooation.  Feb.  6th,  1806. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Frederic  E.  Barnes,  the  Grand  High 
Priest,  whose  genial  countenance  adorns  the  first  page  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  great  Empire  State,  presided, 
assisted  by  10  Past  Grands  and  representatives  from  182 
subordinate  Chapters,  all  but  two  on  the  roll.  Another 
excellent  showing  and  example  to  smaller  and  more  com- 
pact States.  Quebec's  Representative  was  among  the  list  of 
Grand  Representatives  reported  present.  The  address 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  showed  him  to  be  a  conscien- 
tious and  painstaking  official.  He  was  re-elected  to 
office,  but  declined  owing  to  other  pressing  engagements. 
He  made  a  number  of  decisions,  among  them  that  it  was 
necessary  that  the  actual  presence  of  the  Charter  should 
be  in  the  room,  and  declared  the  Convocations  and  the 
proceedings  thereat  null  and  void  owing  to  this  omission. 
The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  pointed  out  that — 
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As  long  ago  as  in  1878,  this  Grand  Chapter  held  that  it  was  not      i 

necessary  that  the  High  Priest  should  actually  have  the  warrant  of      * 

the  Chapter,  in  the  Chapter  room  during  a  Convocation,  and  that  it       ♦ 

was  sufTicent  if  the  warrant  was  in  his  custody,  \ 

and  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  made  in  that  year,  must  be  allowed  still  to 
govern.  In  order  still  further  to  emphasize  the  question, 
the  following  motion  was  carried  : —  { 

Rcsolvtd^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Chapter  that  all  Con-  \ 

vocations  of  a  Chapter  presided  over  hy  one  of  its  Council  Officers,  * 

and  held  pursuant  to  its  by-laws,  are  legal  whether  the  Charter  of  j 

the  Chapter  be  present  or  otherwise.  \ 

J       We  certainly  congratulate  M.  E.  Comp.  Barnes  on  the       * 
J   following,  if  we  cannot  his  predecessors  :  \ 

}         I  feel  justly  proud  at  having  been  able  to  visit  Chapters  in  this        - 

J    Giand  Jurisdiction  where  none  of  my  predecessors    have   entered 

\   one  Chapter  especially,  being  over  seventy  years  old ;    I  was  the 

\   first  Grand  High  Priest  who  ever  visited  it.    Certainl)',  to  have  a 

Companion  w^ho  was  for  nearly  fifty  years  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  ask 

for  the  privilege  of  shaking  the  hand  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 

the  State,  and  expressing  himself  as  thanking  God   that  he  had 

-   lived  long  enough  to  do  so,  would  be  a  suflacient  inducement  to  any 

y   Grand  Officer  to  go  on  foot,  and  even  barefoot,  in  the  visitation  of  a 

%   Chapter,  and  I  know  that  if  those  who  shall  come  after  me  as  the 

.   representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter  will  take  time  to  visit  some 

\  of  these  Chapters,  they  will  be  more  than  amply  repaid. 

\       Two  hundred  and  thirty-three  pages  of  Proceedings  are 

•  devoted  to  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  and  for  which 

\  the  Grand  Chapter  appropriates  over  one  dollar  per  page 

■  ($250.00)  to  the  gifted  Chairman  for  his  services  in  pre- 

{  paring  it — Comp.  Geo.  J.  Gardner  being  again  the  author 

f  of  it.     He  says — 

We  think  no  ajwiogy  is  necessary  for  its  length,  as  we  have  here- 
:  tofore  expressed  our  views  as  to  the  wisdom  and  almost  impossi- 
i  bility  of  a  greater  condensation. 
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Alas !  why  is  notour  Chapter  also  a  wealthy  one  ?  We 
would  not  curtail  our's  a  page,  Companion  Gardner,  at 
that  figure.  We  are,  however,  content  with  occasional 
thanks  and  the  knowledge  that  we  are  assisting  our 
Grand  Chapter  to  hold  up  her  end  of  the  plank.  He 
approves  of  the  Collective  Ballot  in  the  Chapter,  and  if 
properly  passed  we  confess  we  cannot  see  any  harm  in  the 
practice.  Comp.  Gardner's  remarks  under  Indiana  covers 
the  situation  as  we  look  at  it : 

But  we  think  Comp.  Long  makes  a  mountain  out  of  a  molehill 
when  he  tries  to  impress  us  with  the  idea  that  "  a  member  is  compel- 
led to  cast  a  black-ball  against  one  or  more  petitioners  who  are  in 
every  way  desirable  and  worthy,  etc.''  The  ballot  is  passed  merely 
to  obtain  the  views  of  the  Companions  present  as  to  whether  a  Col- 
lective Ballot  shall  be  had.  Surely  no  simpler  way  can  be  adopted 
than  this,  for  if  a  negative  Ballot  is  cast,  no  one  knows  by  whom— 
the  secrecy  of  the  Ballot  is  preserved,  and  no  person  would  believe 
that  the  negative  Ballot  was  to  stand  as  an  expression  of  dissent 
against  all  the  candidates.  It  is  merely  a  request  of  the  party 
casting  the  black-ball  (or  cube)  that  a  Ballot  should  be  had  on  appli- 
cation ;  surely  no  harm  is  done  to  the  favored  applicants,  for  they 
run  the  gauntlet  safely,  and  the  obnoxious  one  is  sifted  out. 

There  are  many  excellent  sayings  in  this  report,  for 

Companion  Gardner  reviews  pleasantly  and  interestingly. 

Quebec,    1894,   has  nearly  four   pages   and   Companion 

Chambers'   Review  on   Correspondence   largely  quoted. 

He  congratulates  him,  and  says : 

We  trust  the  separation  will  be  temporary  only.  He  goes  up 
«« higher,"  in  an  official  sense,  and  when  he  shall  have  accomplished 
the  work  assigned  him  there,  we  trust  he  will  return  to  us  and, 
waiving  his  official  dignity,  meet  us  poor  plebians  of  the  Craft  once 
more  **  upon  the  level"    So  mote  it  be ! 

•    184  Chapters;  Membership,  18,787;  Increase,  529. 

Marvin  I.  Greenwood,  Newark,     Grand  High  Priest. 
Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo    -    -    Grand  Secretary. 
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I  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

I! 

{  47th  Annual  Oonvocation.  May  16th,  1806. 

I  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  I.  Clark,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 

siding.    Eighteen  Chapters  represented. 

Among  the  Grand  Representatives  who  were  reported 
as  being  present,  and  received  with  distittguished  honor, 
we  cannot  find  that  Quebec  was  so  distinguished.  The 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  referred  to  his  official 
duties,  a  question  of  Territorial  Jurisdiction  between  two 
subordinates  occupying  a  considerable  portion  of  it. 
TliG  business  of  the  Session  was  purely  local,  but  we 
notice  a  committee  of  three  (who  are  not  Knight  Tem- 
plars) were  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  Convocation 
on  the  desirability  of  not  meeting  in  conjunction  with 
'  the  Grand  Commandery.  Evidently  North  Carolinians 
*  find  as  others  have  done,  that  one  of  the  Convocations 
suffer  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  Comp.  James  South- 
gate  as  usual  prepared  the  able  Report  on  Correspondence. 
Under  California  we  find  : 

He  gives  us  the  sad  intelligence  that  the  '*  Masonic  Temple  Asso- 
ciation" is  in  process  of  ••disincorporation,"  having  f.iiled  in  its 
purposes  of  building.  We  can  sympathize  with  you,  Companion. 
We  once  tried  to  bnild  a  Temple,  but  failed  utterly. 

Now,  Companions,  do  not  despair.  Here  in  Montreal 
we  do  not  know  how  many  times  the  project  of  erecting 
a  Temple  has  been  started,  but  since  our  day  three  at- 
tempts in  1 8  years  have  been  made,  the  last  one  not  proving 
a  slip,  and  the  Masonic  Fraternity  has,  for  the  past  six 
months,  been  domiciled  in  a  Temple  and  home  of  their 
own,  despite  hard  times.     Nil  disperandum. 
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Under  Maine  he  say : 

If  a  member,  after  due  trial,  has  been  expelled,  and  he  appeals 
to  the  Grand  Chapter,  the  Grand  Body  can  restore  the  Companion 
to  good  standing  with  the  Fraternity  at  laige,  but  not  to  member- 
ship. He  rightly  states  that  he  doesn't  see  how  any  other  power 
can.    Neither  do  we. 

And  we  would  reiterate :  Neither  do  we. 

Regarding  non-payment  of  dues,  he  has  this  to  say 
under  Ohio : 

We  answer  this  by  asking  another  question :  In  making  history 
for  future  generations,  where  have  you  discovered  and  when  were 
dues  instituted  7  Were  they  made  in  the  early  days  a  sine  qud  nan 
of  membership  ?  Or  are  they  not  of  modem  date  and  a  voluntary 
offering  towards  the  support  of  the  institution  ?  We  proclaim  to  the 
profane  that  it  must  be  a  voluntary  act,  even  to  offer  for  the  degrees, 
but  nothing  is  said  about  the  payment  of  dues.  We  all  admit  that 
every  Mason  should  pa>  dues,  and  if  he  does  not  we  cut  him  off  from 
membership,  but  not  having  been  obligated  to  pay  dues,  his  failure 
to  do  so  cannot  be  considered  a  crime.  We  are  harder  on  the  mem- 
ber who  fails  to  pay,  than  the  church  is. 

We  know  of  no  church  that  excludes  its  members  for  non-pay- 
ment of  his  dues  to  the  church.  Still  we  admit  that  all  ought  to 
pay  something.  We  can  never  be  brought  to  believe  that  suspen- 
sion without  trial  is  legal. 

Quebec,  for  1894,  is  fully  and  fraternally  noticed.  Re- 
ferring to  M,  E.  Comp.  Chambers*  elevation  to  the  chair, 
he  remarks: 

A  good  reporter  has  been  spoiled  by  that  election. 

We  hope  not,  Comp.  Southgate.  We  expect  that 
when  he  retires  from  the  command  of  the  Royal  Craft 
in  this  Province,  he  will  again  take  up  the  pen  for  our 
Grand  Chapter. 

22  Chapters;  Membership,  787  ;  Increase,  12. 

Walter  E.  Stone,  Wilmington  -     Grand  High  Priest 
H.  H.  MUNSON,  Wilmington       -     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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6th  Annual  OonTOoation.  June  14th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Sylvester  J.  Hill,  Grand  High  Priest  pre- 
siding, with  Representatives  from  13  Chapters.  Quebec's 
Representative  was  not  present.  The  Grand  High  Priest 
during  the  year  constituted  one  Chapter  and  issued  dis- 
pensations to  form  two  others.  We  are  sure  the  Grand 
Secretary,  who  is  a  painstaking  officer  and  whose  por- 
trait we  are  pleased  to  see  adorns  the  Proceedings,  appre- 
ciated the  following  : — 

For  the  safe  keeping  of  our  papers,  I  authorized  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  purchase  a  suitable  steel  filing  case  jointly  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Commandery,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with 
your  approval. 

Just  here  let  me  say  that  no  ordinary  expenditure  of  money  will 
bring  better  returns  than  that  used  in  securing  better  facilities  for 
doing  the  work  of  the  Grand  Secretary.  It  is  a  laborious  office,  and 
too  often  the  work  is  unappreciated  even  by  those  for  whom  it  is 
performed. 

We  note  the  following  : — 

That  we  agree  in  the  decision  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
in  that  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  Casselton  Chapter  No.  2  to 
relinquish  jurisdiction  over  a  Companion  upon  whom  they  had  con- 
ferred the  Mark  and  Past  Master  deerees,  and  who  had  since 
removed  from  their  Jurisdiction,  and  had  continued  to  reside  out- 
side of  said  .lurlsdictioo  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 

To  our  mind,  permanent  residence  outside  of  a  Juris- 
diction for  ten  years,  does  not  require  any  waiver. 

No  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

13  Chapters;  Membership,  765;  Increase,  51. 

Theodore  F.  Branch,  Jamestown,  Grand  High  Priest 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,         -         Grand  Secretary. 
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OHIO. 
70th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Sept.  11th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  G.  H.  Robinson,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
siding. Nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present,  among 
them  Comp.  R.  C.  Lemmon,  Quebec's  Grand  Representa- 
tive. The  representatives  of  141  Chapters  responded  to 
the  roU  call  out  of  146.  The  mayor  ol  Cleveland  was 
present  and  extended  the  hospitality  of  the  city  to  the 
members  of  Grand  Chapter.  The  proceedings  state  that 
to  have  all  the  presiding  officersof  a// the  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies  of  Ohio  present  in  Grand  Chapter  was  a  rare  occur- 
rence, and  the  G.  H.  P.  continued  the  ceremony  of  intro- 
ducing distinguished  Brethren  by  presenting  the  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  the  Grand  Commander  of  Knights 
Templar.  The  Grand  Master  of  the  Royal  and  Select 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  Deputy  General 
G.  H.  P.  of  the  General  Grand  of  the  U.  S.  The  several 
distinguished  Brethren  acknowledging  the  courtesy.  M. 
E.  Comp.  Harey  Vinal,  their  oldest  living  P.  G.  H.  P., 
aged  88  years,  was  also  present.  The  G.  H.  P.  presented 
an  able  and  lengthy  address,  proving  his  interest  in  and 
devotion  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

He  decidedly  objects  to  planting  new  Chapters  unless 
there  are  strong  grounds  of  belief  in  their  ultimate  per- 
manency. 

Before  we  grant  dispensations  or  (Charters,  it  should  be  our  duty 
to  look  carefully  into  the  conditions  that  surround  the  proix)sed  new 
Chapter;  look  into  the  effect  its  introduction  will  have  upon  the 
Chapters  into  whose  jurisdiction  it  will  intrude.  Let  us  be  assured 
that  the  application  bears  with  it  the  elements  of  success,  for  it  is 
better  to  hare  a  few  strong  bodies,  rather  than  many  weak  ones. 
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He  reported  that  the  old  Jewels  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
which  had  been  considered  lost  for  some  time,  had  been 
recovered. 

Comp.  S.  Stacker  Williams  again  presents  his  admir- 
able Report  on  Correspondence.  We  are  pleased  to  see 
his  portrait  prefacing  the  Appendix,  for  we  had  tried  to 
depict  to  ourself  what  the  gifted  Ohio  correspondent 
looked  like.  We  marked  so  many  places  in  the  report 
that  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  commence. 

Comp.  Williams  would  not  don  the  habiliments  of 
mourning  if  the  P.  M.  degree  was  completely  wiped  out. 
Believes  every  visiting  Mason  should  be  required  to  pro- 
duce his  certificate  and  receipt  for  dues  in  order  to  reduce 
the  army  of  professional  deadbeats.  He  closes  his  excel- 
lent report  by  collating,  under  the  head  of  Foreign 
Grand  Chapters,  eleven  Jurisdictions — Quebec  among  the 
number.     Under  England  he  notes  the  fact  that — 

At  a  quarterly  held  on  November  2, 1892,  on  information  from  the 
Grand  Saperintendent  of  Montreal,  that  Victoria  Chapter  No.  440 
had  not  worked  for  years  and  was  never  likely  to  work  again.  They 
accepted  a  return  of  its  Charter,  and  erased  it  from  the  list  of 
Chapters. 

The  creation  of  this  Chapter  was  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  between  England  and  Quebec.  Question — What 
did  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  gain  by  this  unfrater- 
nal  action  ? 

Quebec  receives  extended  notice,  and  we  are  extreme- 
ly obliged  to  Comp.  Williams  for  his  numerous  compli- 
ments.    His  review  is  an  interesting  one,  but  inclined  to     \ 
be  argumentative.     He  appears  at  times  to  derive  ideas 
contrary  to  the  intention   of  some    of  the  writers.     In 
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several  places  we  could  not  take  the  same  meaning  out  of 
a  correspondent's  remarks  as  did  our  worthy  confrere. 
Under  Missouri,  he  makes  us  appear  to  contradict  that 
esteemed  writer  Comp.  Mayo,  while  we  thought  we 
had  (knowing  the  law  on  deh'nquents  in  Missouri) 
agreed  with  and  accepted  his  statement.  Our  remarks 
were  general  on  Lodges  the  world  over,  and  we  still  hold 
to  them. 

Comp.  Williams  takes  exception  to  our  remarks  re  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria.  His  information  and  our's 
appear  to  be  decidedly  different.  If  Comp.  Williams 
will  turn  to  the  Proceeding  of  Canada,  1884,  folio  8i,  and 
read  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the 
Australian  District,  he  will  find  the  following : — 

In  reference  to  this  body  I  might  point  out  that  it  was  formed  on 
March  2l8t,  1889,  after  the  formation  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of 
Victoria  by  Companions  belonging  to  Chapters  of  the  English  and 
Irish  Register.  There  was  no  Convention  of  Representatives  of 
Chapters  called,  and  I  believe  no  resolutions  were  carried  in  the 
English  and  Irish  Chapters.  The  Canadian  Chapters  were  refused 
permission  to  participate  in  the  movement,  either  as  individuals, 
Chapters  or  Companions.  Several  of  the  Companions  beside  myself 
presented  ourselves  at  the  anteroom  on  that  occasion,  stating  that 
we  were  Canadians  and  asking  permission  to  enter,  but  we  were 
refused  I  should  also  state  that  previous  to  the  formation,  the 
Canadian  Chapters  sent  a  protest  to  the  Convenors,  and  demanded 
their  undoubted  right  to  participate  in  the  movement 

The  above  we  found  supplemented  in  several  copies  of 
the  Victoria  secular  press. 

Comp.  Williams  considers  Victoria  as  legally  formed  as 
Quebec — possibly — Quebec  invited  every  Chapter  in  the 
Province  to  assist  and  join  in  the  formation  of  a  Supreme 
Governing  Body.  Victoria  did  not.  Our  ideas  of  how 
to  legally  constitute  a  Grand  Chapter  and  Comp.  Williams' 
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are,  to  say  the  least,  at  variance,  and  we  regret  feeling 
compelled  to  remark,  with  the  above  report  before  us, 
that  Comp.  Williams'  absolutely  correct  information  was 
surely  not  absolutely  correct. 

Under  Victoria  we  extract  the  following  regarding  the 
contemplated  amalgamation  with  the  Canadian  Chapters : 

We  dare  say  that  before  this  report  will  have  reached  our  Corn- 
pan  ions  the  praiseworthy  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria 
will  have  been  taken. 

We  think  the  praiseworthy  action  should  have  occurred 
at  the  formation,  when  the  Canadians  were  willing  and 
anxious  to  assist. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  having  at  last  settled  the 
trouble  by  amalgamation  with  the  Canadian  Chapters,  as 
they  should  have  done  at  first,  we  will  not  prolong 
the  discussion.  The  difficulty  was  not  one  appertain- 
ing to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  but  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  (in  Ontario)  and  we  had 
no  idea  of  being  drawn  into  a  discussion  on  the  subject 
when  penning  our  remarks,  but  we  felt  and  said  that 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria 
was  formed  it  was  not  a  Supreme  Governing  Body,  but 
merely  an  adjunct  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria. 

Both  under  Ohio  and  in  our  conclusion  we  attempted 
to  explain  ourself  last  year  as  above,  but  Comp.  Wil- 
liams apparently  could  not  understand  us.  Companion 
Drummond  and  others  however  did,  but  possibly  they 
also  did  not  have  Companion  Williams'  absolutely  cor- 
rect information. 

We  are  sorry  to  differ  with  so  learned  and  skilled  a 
writer,  but  our  opinions,  from  all  the  information  receivedi 
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Will  not  down  unless  we  get  some  other  correct  information 
to  enable  us  to  modify  them. 

146  Chapters  ;  Membership,  13,764:  Increase,  391. 
Jacob  H.  Brownell,  Cincinnati,   -    Grand  High  Priest, 
Chas.  C.  Kieffer,  Urbana,  -  Grand  Secretary. 
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SSth  Annual  Oonvooation.     June  10th  and  11th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  W.  C.  Crawford,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
siding. Twenty-three  out  of  twenty-five  subordinates 
were  represented,     Quebec'^  Representative  not  present. 

The  business  of  the  Convention  was  local.  It  was 
resolved  that  candidates  should  be  examined  by  a  special 
committee  of  three  as  to  their  proficiency  in  the  W.  M. 
degree  and  also  before  receiving  the  following  degrees. 
The  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  was  adopted. 

A  very  pleasant  review  of  Correspondence  was  pre- 
sented by  Comp.  J.  W,  Hodson.  He  grows  facetious 
over  a  Chapter  in  Ontario  attending  a  ball  in  R.  A. 
clothing.  Does  not  think  a  dignified  High  Priest  would 
look  well  bobbing  through  the  German  with  his  robes  on. 
Neither  do  we,  but  evidently  Comp.  Hodson  does  not 
know  what  constitutes  R.  A.  clothing  in  English  and  Cana- 
dian Chapters.  It  is  merely  the  distinctive  apron  and  silk 
sash  with  the  jewels  of  the  degree,  and  does  not  mean  Chap- 
ter robes  or  paraphernalia,  which  are  never  allowed  outside 
of  the  Chapter  room.  Comp.  Hodson  claims  that  "one 
of  the  first  rights  of  a  visitor  is  to  see  the  Charter,  that 
he  may  know  that  the  parties  claiming  to  open  and  hold 
a  Lodge  are  not  clandestine." 
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We  had  thought  this  idea  had  been  exploded  long  ago^ 
and  have  always  failed  to  find  out  where  the  visitor  got 
such  rights.  We  would  like  to  see  the  visitor  examine 
some  of  our  old  Lodge  Charters  of  over  on^  hundred 
years,  and  attempt  to  recognize  the  signatures  of  genera- 
tions ago.  If  we  were  in  the  chair,  and  a  visitor  demanded 
our  charter,  we  should  simply  send  word  to  him  that  he 
had  better  postpone  his  visit  for  a  month,  and  take  that 
time  to  find  out  through  the  Grand  Body  or  otherwise, 
whether  we  were  clandestine  or  not  before  paying  us  a 
visit.  This  might  have  been  all  very  well  one  hundred  years 
ago  or  more,  but  if  a  visitor  could  not  satisfy  himgelf 
beforehand  that  he  was  not  going  to  visit  a  clandestine 
Lodge,  we  would  wager  a  picayune  that  he  would  never 
interrupt  the  proceedings  of  our  Lodge  while  we  held  the 
gavel.  -It  is  not  courteous  to  visit  a  body  of  gentlemen  and 
Masons  and  then  by  demanding  the  charter  thus  express 
your  suspicions  that  they  are  perhaps  not  what  they  seem. 

Quebec  for  1894  receives  kindly  notice. 

Comp.  Hodson  made  an  unfortunate  remark  when  he 
stated  under  Indiana  that  he  had  **  looked  carefully  for 
something  to  criticise." 

We  would  be  sorry  to  think  the  Corps  of  Reviewers 
merely  examined  the  various  Proceedings  in  a  spirit  of 
criticism. 

25  Chapters;  Membership,  1,238;  Increase,  18. 


J.  M.  Hodson,  Portland, 
JAS.  F.  Robinson,  Eugene, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

09th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Oeo.  27th,  1894. 

The  Quarterly  communications  were  held  March  3rd, 
June  7th,  September  6th  and  December  6th  ;  business 
local.  The  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
presided  at  the  Annual  with  27  Chapters  represented. 
Quebec's  Representative  not  reported  as  present. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  says: 

As  Pennsylvania  Royal  Arch  Masons  we  enjoy  the  proud  dis 
tinction  of  having  first  conferred  the  degree  cf  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  America,  and  we  are  also  the  first  Grand  Chapter  to  celebrate  a 
centennial  organization. 

Since  that  time   they  held   the  first   Grand    Chapter 
Centennial  in  America,  and  from  all  accounts  it  was  an  ♦ 
extremely  successful  and  enjoyable  affair. 

The  usual  composite  or  Quinquepartite  Report  on 
Correspondence  is  again  presented. 

Comp.  Henderson,  the  Chairman,  in  his  preface  truly 

says: 

T'he  true  Freemason  will  find  instruction  in  the  principles  and 
teachintss  of  Freemasonry,  and  his  interest  in  it  will  continue  while 
he  lives. 

He  also  remarks  regarding  Reports  on  Correspondence  : 
The  Masonic  Reviewer  is  brought  in  contact  with  many  phases 
of  the  Masonic  character,  and  with  many  questions  of  law  and 
usage.  Some  of  these  are  local,  affecting  only  the  jurisdiction 
enacting  them,  others  are  more  general  in  their  application  and 
their  effects  are  more  widespread.  ***♦♦♦ 
By  the  attrition  of  mind  against  mind  new  ideas  are  created  and 
new  theories  are  evolved  from  chaos.  Errors  are  corrected,  crudities 
become  refined,  and  our  whole  moral  nature  is  benefitted.  The  old 
topics  sometimes  become  stale,  and  it  is  a  relief  when  a  new  one 
appears  to  excite  the  reviewers. 
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Under  Connecticut,  he  replies  to  Comp  Barlow — 

Companion  B.  must  not  forget  that  new  topics  are  continually 
presenting  themselves,  and  that  our  membership  is  continually 
changing;  the  old  drop  out  and  new  ones  step  forward,  many  of 
whom  are  ignorant  of  Masonic  law  and  methods,  and  the  only  way 
to  enlighten  them  is  to  place  the  tacts  with  our  observations  thereon 
before  them.  Knowledge  can  only  be  disseminated  by  constant 
reiteration.  We  sometimes  forget  what  we  hear  but  once  or  twice, 
and  some  of  us  must  have  Masonic  precepts  frequently  applied  and 
well  rubbed  in  to  make  them  take  root  and  be  effective. 

Quite  true,  Comp.  Henderson,  and  some  of  our  worthy 
Companions  forget  that  the  Masonic  Fraternity  is  not  a 
modern  day  society,  and  has  existed  and  been  governed 
by  certain  laws  and  rules  that  never  change,  and  herein 
consists  the  secret  of  its  great  strength  and  longevity. 

Under  Minnesota,  Comp.  Africa  thinks  "  the  incor- 
poration of  Lodges'*  and  Chapters  will  sooner  or  later 
bring  trouble  to  those  who  obtain  them,  or  to  their  suc- 
cessors." 

Quebec,  for  1894,  is  courteously  and  fully  reviewed  by 
Comp.  J.  L.  Clark,  He  supposes  the  time  will  never 
come  in  some  Jurisdictions  when  the  work  will  not  be  in 
danger  of  being  exposed  to  the  profane  by  publication, 
and  when  it  will  be  allowed  to  stand  as  originally  adopted. 

The  trouble  with  oral  work  is  that  no  one  can  ever 
positively  know  what  was  "  originally  adopted." 

Under  Texas  he  says,  and  it  is  the  only  proper  proce- 
dure: 

With  us  a  Chapter  has  not  the  power  to  waive  Jurisdiction  to  a 
Chapter  in  another  State,  all  such  action  must  proceed  through  the 
Grand  Officers  of  tlie  respective  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  is  granted 
only  after  due  enquiry  into  propriety  of  granting  the  privilege. 

This  is  the  law  in  Quebec. 

119  Chapters;  Membership,  15479;  Increase,  576. 
Ezra  S.  Bartlett,  Philadelphia,    Grand    High  Priest 
Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia     -     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 
97th  Annual  Oonvooation.  March  12tht  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Albert  L.  Anthony,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided,  with  Representatives  from  8  subordinates.  M. 
E.  Comp.  W.  T,  C.  Wardwell,  Quebec's  Representative, 
present.  The  G.  H.  P.  presented  a  complete  account  of 
his  stewardship,  made  numerous  visits,  granted  a  few  dis- 
pensations, and  his  decisions  were  also  requested  only  on 
a  few  questions.  The  business  of  the  session  was  local. 
The  portrait  of  Comp.  S.  G.  Stiness,  P.  G.  H.  Priest,  who 
met  an  untimely  death  on  the  railroad  track,  prefaces  the 
Proceedings,  and  a  fine  engraving  of  Dr.  G.  H.  Kenyon, 
P.  G.  H.  P.,  is  also  inserted.  Comp.  the  Rev.  Henry 
W.  Rugg,  writes  the  Correspondence  Report.  He  breaks 
away  from  the  usual  rule  of  reviewing  each  state  separately 
and  merely  touches  on  the  principal  subjects  that  were 
under  discussion  in  either  the  Grand  Body  or  its  reviewer. 
He  believes  that 

Freemasonry  will  flourish  in  every  department  of  its  organic  life 
just  as  long  as  it  can  command  the  services  of  wise  and  resolute 
leaders.  Its  greatest  danger  is  that  incom  petent  men  may  press  their 
way  to  the  front  and  exercise  an  official  influence  which  cannot  be 
easily  or  quickly  counteracted." 

His  review  is  a  very  pleasant  and  interesting  one,  and 
we  are  in  accord  with  him  in  all  his  subjects.  We  have 
only  one  fault  to  find,  and  that  is,  that  there  is  not  more 
of  it. 

lO  Chapters  ;  Membership,  2,347  ;  Increase,  42. 

Albert  L.  Anthony,  Providence,  Grand  High   Priest. 
William  R.  Greene,  Providence,     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


84th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Feb.  12th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Barron,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
siding. 1 5  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented.  Que- 
bec's Representative  not  present. 

The  G.  H.  P.  gave  a  long  and  complete  account  of  the 
duties  of  his  office  and  proved  himself  a  capable  officer. 

During  the  session  the  constitution  was  amended  by 
making  the  degree  fee  $20.00  instead  of  >$2S.oo,  and  by 
adding  excepting  upon  ministers  of  God,  upon  whom  the 
degrees  may  be  conferred  for  such  sums  as  the  Chapter 
may  deem  sufficient  to  pay  the  actual  expenses,  including 
fees  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  We  would  like  to  know  upon 
what  valid  reason  should  ministers  be  especially  exempted 
any  more  than  other  candidates. 

Comp.  A.  E.  Fugle,  the  Grand  Secretary,  is  also  the 
author  of  the  Report  on  Correspondence.  Quebec,  1894, 
is  among  the  number  reviewed. 

He  remarks  that  as  this  may  be  his  only  report,  he  does 
not  care  to  express  opinions  that  his  successor  may  be 
called  upon  to  defend.  We  must  confess  we  have  not 
been  so  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  our  successor,  nor  do 
we  expect  he  will  feel  himself  obliged  to  defend  all  our 
remarks,  although  we  liave  endeavored  to  stand  by  the 
ancient  rules  and  usages  of  the  Craft  as  in  force  in  this 
Province  for  many  years. 

We  are  unable  to  unravel  the  Tabulated  Statement 
of  Returns, — the  figures  won't  work, — but  as  near  as  we 
can  make  it  out  there  are  some  four  Chapters  yet  to  hear 
from. 

22  Chapters  ;  Membership,  620  ;  Decrease,  35, 
J.  T.  Barron,  Columbia,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 

A.  E.  FUGLK,  Columbia,       -         -         Grand  Secretary. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA, 
eth  Annual  Oonvooation.  June  18th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Louis  G.  Leroy,  whose  photo  prefaces 
the  Proceedings,  as  Grand  High  Priest  presided.  24 
subordinates  were  represented,  and  Quebec's  Grand 
Representative  likewise  was  reported  present. 

The  G.  H,  P.  proved  himself  an  active  and  zealous 
officer.  He  visited  every  Chapter  and  gave  a  summary 
of  the  condition  and  progress  of  each.  He  concluded  a 
practical  and  business  address  with  the  following  remarks  : 

For  we  are  living  in  a  progressive  age,  progressive  in  research 
and  the  developement  of  all  things  tending  to  the  upbuilding  of  man 
and  our  institutions,  Masonic  as  well  as  others.  The  spirit  of  in- 
quiry is  abroad  and  progress  must  not  be  stayed.  If  any  lethargy 
possesses  you,  shake  it  off  and  do  your  share  toward  the  upbuilding 
of  our  time-honored  institutions.  Each  of  us  has  an  alloted  task  to 
accomplish,  a  place  to  fill  in  this  great  world.  Let  us  see  to  it  that 
our  duties  are  well  performed,  in  short  to  live  and  act  as  .Masons 
should,  so  that  when  we  are  called  hence  the  world  will  be  better 
for  our  having  lived  in  it,  and  we  will  merit  the  applause  of  *'  well 
done." 

Comp.  Leroy  is  also  the  author  of  the  Report  on  Cor- 
respondence. To  our  mind  he  has  extremely  strange 
ideas,  to  say  the  least,  on  the  standing  of  those  members 
who,  having  paid  up  all  their  dues,  honorably  withdraw 
from  membership  in  a  Lodge.  He  considers  they  are 
dismissed  from  membership.  We  would  like  to  ask  him 
how,  and  by  whom  ?  He  also  considers  that  one  who 
has  been  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  has  his  membership  and 
good  standing  merely  in  abeyance.  He  upholds  the  man 
whom  the  vast  majority  of  Masons  look  upon  as  delin- 
quent for  his  failure  or  refusal  to  obey  the  laws  and  rules 
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of  the  Lodge  to  which  he  pledged  fidelity,  and  condemns 
the  Brother  who  having  faithfully  fulfilled  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  thereof  and  having  never  undertaken 
an  obligation  to  always  remain  a  member  of  any  Lodge, 
asks  for  a  demit  and  honorably  retires. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  kindly  reviewed.  He  considers  the 
electing  ot  M.  E.  Comp.  Chambers  to  the  high  station  of 
Grand  Z,  during  his  absence,  was  a  case  of  the  office 
seeking  the  man,  and  thinks  it  found  the  right  one. 
Numerous  extracts  are  made  from  Comp.  Chambers* 
report. 

Comp.  Leroy  does  not  admire  the  usefulness  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  as  at  present  constituted. 

The  typography  of  the  Proceedings  is  very  commend- 
able and  reflects  credit  on  their  printer. 

26  Chapters ;  Membership,  1,529,  Increase,  29. 


Harvey  T.  Rice,  Huron, 
Geo.  a.  Pettigrew,  Flandrau, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 
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66th  Annual  OoDTOcation.  Jan.  28th,  1805. 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  H.  McClister,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding.  Quebec's  Representative,  Comp.  Jos.  M. 
Anderson,  was  among  the  eleven  Past  G.  H.  Priests 
present.  57  Chapters  were  represented.  The  G.  H.  P. 
reported  that  nothing  had  impeded  the  work  upon  the 
Temple  in  this  jurisdiction  save  the  financial  stringency 
that  still  hovered  like  a  pall  above  them. 
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A  somewhat  novel  idea  to  us,  to  say  the  least,  was  a 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  to  issue  a  widow'.s  ceftifiT 
cate;  and  a  form  for  the  same  was  appended.  It  was 
also  resolved  that  no  further  appointments  of  Representar 
tives  be  made  near  other  Grand  Chapters,  members  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  Comp.  H.  H.  Ingersoll  takes 
the  place,  as  reviewer,  of  the  late  lamented  and  gifted 
George  C,  Connor,  who  was  one  of  the  bright  particular 
stars  of  the  Capitular  Guild.  His  report  is  interesting 
and  would  be  more  so  did  he  not  have  a  penchant  for 
clipping  all  the  poetry,  threadbare  and  otherwise,  that  the 
various  High  Priests  and  obituary  committees  apparently 
feel  bound  to  fill  up  their  documents  with,  Comp. 
IngersoU  gathers  Canada,  England  and  Wales,  New 
Brunswick,  New  South  Wales,  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec  and 
Scotland,  together  at  the  end  of  his  report  and  heads  them 
"  Under  other  Flags.''  He  would  have  been  more 
correct  if  he  had  written  •*  Under  another  Flag,"  for  they 
are  all  under  the  one,  the  dear  old  "  Union  Jack." 

Under  Canada,  Comp.  IngersoU  explains  that  the  Sec- 
retary is  called  Registrar.  He  will  pardon  us  for  the 
correction,  but  the  Secretary  is  styled  the  "  Grand  Scribe 
E."     He  likewise  remarks : 

A  peculiar  idiom  in  this  and  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  held  under 
the  British  Flag,  is  noticeable  at  the  election  of  officers.  They  ap- 
point <*  scrutineers  "of  the  ballot  instead  of  tellers,  who  doubtless 
cast  their ''  scrutin  eye  "  at  the  votes  of  the  Companions  before  le. 
porting  the  result 

Pardon  us  for  remarking,  a  peculiar  idiom  among 
American  or  more  properly  speaking.  United  States 
Jurisdictions  at  the  election  of  officers  is  the  appointment 
of  "tellers"  of  the  ballot  instead  of  scrutineers,  who  are 

F   * 
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doubtless  appointed  to  tell  all  they  know  about  the  ballots 
of  their  Companions.  "  Webster"  says  a  scrutineer  is  an 
examiner  of  votes  and  a  teller  is  one  appointed  to  count 
the  votes  given  in  a  legislative  body,  "What's  in  a 
Name  ?" 

Under  England  and  Wales  he  states : 

There  is  no  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  contained  in  this 
volume,  and  so  for  aught  we  know  our  Brethren  over  the  water  are 
in  darkest  ignorance  of  affairs  in  Tennessee. 

This  is  a  distressing  state  of  affairs,  we  wonder  how  they 
manage  to  exist  over  in  England. 

Quebec  tor  1894  is  fraternally  reviewed.  He  states 
that  "  With  scarlet  cover  and  in  scarlet  border  lines  comes 
from  Montreal  one  of  the  best  printed  and  most  readable 
of  the  reports  of  Proceedings  from  our  Sister  Jurisdictions! 
notwithstanding  they  still  call  their  principal  officers  the 
Grand  Z,  Grand  H,  and  Grand  J."  Many  thanks,  Comp, 
Ingersoll,  but  we  are  not  at  all  likely  to  change  our  nom- 
enclature, we  are  satisfied. 

62  Chapters  ;  Membership,  2,684;  Increase,  60. 

A,  G.  KiMBROUGH,  Germantown,    -    Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  A.  Clendenning,  Nashville,       -      Grand  Secretary. 
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46th  Annual  Oonvooation. 


Deo.  8rd,  1806 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  K.  Stone,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
siding.  92  subordinates  answered  to  the  roll  call,  also 
Quebec's  Grand  Representative. 


TEXAS.  83 


The  G.  H.  P.  reported  the  various  transactions  of  his 
office.  He  gave  numerous  decisions,  issued  three  dis- 
pensations for  new  Chapters  which  he  had  received 
authorization  from  Grand  Chapter  at  its  present  Convo- 
cation, Four  Charters  were  granted  during  the  year,  and 
seven  Chapters  granted  dispensations  to  resume  labor 
until  this  Convocation,  they  having  failed  to  meet  for 
three  consecutive  months.  He  recommended  that  the 
Grand  Secretary's  salary  be  restored  to  $1,500  per  an- 
num, so  as  to  enable  him  to  live  comfortably,  which  was 
assented  to  by  Grand  Chapter. 

During  the  session  the  Committee  on  Petitions  recom- 
mended the  restoration  of  eight  old  Charters  and  two 
new  ones.     This  looks  like  a  revival 

Comp.  J.  L.  Terrel  submits  for  the  second  time  a 
review  of  the  Capitular  Craft,  and  we  think  it  is  even  more 
interesting  than  his  last  He  thinks  just  as  long  as 
Companions  will  continue  to  tinker  with  the  ritual,  they 
will  be  in  "  hot  water,"  Under  Illinois  we  find  the 
following : —  I 

How  long  before  the  fact  can  be  impressed  upon  some  men,  (shall      I 
we  call  them  Masons  ?)  that  oiir  beaatifiil  ceremonies  and  allegories      ^ 
are  not  burlesques,  and  that  each  one  is  intended  to  make  a  deep 
and  lasting  impression  upon  the  initiate  7 

Think  about  it !  The  first  thing,  almost,  that  greets  the  candi- 
date, is  a  solimn  prayer  to  the  "  Almighty  Father  of  the  Universe  that 
this  candidate  may  devote  his  life  to  Thy  service  and  become  a  true 
and  faithful  Brother  among  us ;  "  and  again,  after  each  circuit  in  the 
Boyal  Arch,  the  same  source  is  appealed  to  with  all  the  pathos  and 
earnestness  of  a  way-worn  pilgrim,  and  yet  the  candidate  is  put 
upon  as  by  a  gang  of  ruffians  and  hyenas  in  human  shape. 

And  this  is  one  of  the  reasons  why   we  so  strongly 

object  to  the  American  Royal  Arch,  and  much  prefer  the 
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Canadian.     There  is  no  opportunity  or  latitude  with  us  for 
any  such  travesty  on  Masonry,  as  we  have  personally  seen. 

Quebec  for  1895  is  among  those  frateritally  reviewed. 
He  is  pleased  to  say  that  the  address  of  Grand  Z.  Cham- 
bers is  one  of  the  best  it  has  been  his  pleasure  to  read, 
and  of  ourself,  that  our  reportorial  pen  still  seems  to  be 
in  good  condition.     Thanks,  very  much. 

Comp.  Terrell  believes  that  the  ancient  custom  was  to 
confer  the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  none  but  Past  Masters. 
As  far  as  we  know*  this  ^^ ancient  usage''  dates  only  to 
Webbs*  time,  when  he  tacked  on  the  P.  M.  degree  to 
the  American  system  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  Ro>al  Arch, 
There  is  no  such  prerequisite  to  the  Arclj  degree  in 
England. 

133  Chapters;  Membership,  6,098  ;  Increase,  417. 

A.  S.  Bunting,  Weatherford,       -       Grand  High  Priest, 
Geo.  Lop  as,  Jr.,  Houston,  -  Grand  Secretar>-. 
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78th  Annual  Oonvooation.  June  14th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Myron  J.  Horton,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Among  the  five  Past  Grand  High  Priests  present  was  M. 
E.  Comp.  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  Quebec*s  Giand  Represent- 
ative. Twenty-four  Chapters  out  of  twenty-six  on  the 
roll  were  in  attendance.  The  G.  H.  P.  delivered  a  well 
written  address.  During  the  year  he  made  a  large  num- 
ber of  visitations  and  granted  one  dispensation  for  a  new 
Chapter  at  White  River  Junction.     He  complains  of  the 
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difficulty  in  having  Chapters  record  the  marks  of  their 
members. 

He  recommended  the  placing  of  a  portrait  of  a  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  each  year  in  the  Proceedings,  which 
was  concurred  in.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  having 
yoted  to  build  a  Masonic  Temple,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Trustees  of  Grand  Chapter  be  authorized  to  loan  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  such  portion  of  the  funds  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter as  in  their  judgment  may  seem  prudent,  taking  there- 
for the  obligation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  M.  E.  Comp.  M, 
O.  Perkins  presents  his  fourth  Annual  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence. He  believes  in  compulsory  membership  and 
in  no  affiliation  fees,  and  does  not  believe  in  Grand 
Representatives.  He  courteously  reviews  Quebec  for 
1894.  He  regrets  Comp.  Chambers  retirement  from  the 
Round  Table,  and  heartily  congratulates  the  Companions 
upon  calling  him  to  the  office  of  Grand  Z.  He  prophecies 
a  brilliant  administration  for  him,  which  shows  Comp, 
Perkins  is  quite  a  prophet  at  least  outside  of  his  own 
country,  for  Comp,  Chambers  two  years  in  office  have 
been  very  successful  ones  in  the  progress  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec. 

24  Chapters  ;  Membership,  2,650;  Increase,  95, 
Robert  T.  Wright,  Newport,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
Warren  G.  Reynolds,  Burlington,  Grand   Secretary. 


VIRGINIA, 

88th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Nov.  12th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  G.  W,  Poe.  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

20  Chapters  were  represented.     Quebec's  Representative 

did  not  attend.    The  G,  H.  P.  in  his  address  stated  that 
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candor  compelled  him  to  say  Capitular  Masonry  was  rtot 
as  flourishing  in  his  State  as  Ancient  Craft.  He  paid  due 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  Comp.  W.  B.  Isaacs,  their 
honored  Secretary,  who  had  been  officially  connected 
with  the  Grand  Chapter  for  over  fifty  years,  and  M.  E. 
Comp.  W.  H.  H.  Lyon,  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  Grand  Lecturer. 
He  declined  to  issue  a  dispensation  to  form  a  new  Chap- 
ter, considering  there  were  already  enough  Chapters  in 
that  portion  of  the  country.  He  made  a  number  of  visit- 
ations, and  entered  into  a  long  correspondence  with 
Tennessee  over  a  claim  that  Virginia  had  invaded  that 
Jurisdiction.  He  hoped  that  another  year  would  see  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  in  their 
Proceedings.  So  say  we  also,  for  Virginia  has  not  favored 
us  for  some  years.     Business  of  the  Session  local. 

38  Chapters  ;  Membership,  2,407  ;  Increase,  57. 
Jacob  Bumgardner,  Staunton,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
James  B.  Blanks,  Petersbui^,        -        Grand  Secretary. 


WASHINGTON. 

11th  Annual  Oonvooation.  June  6th,  1895. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Horace  A.  Tyler,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
sided, with  Representatives  from  16  Chartered  Chapters. 
We  are  unable  to  discover  Quebec's  Representative  as 
being  present.  The  G.  H.  P.  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
his  official  acts.  He  made  a  great  many  visitations  and 
his  dispensations  were  not  numerous.  A  number  of 
amendments  were  made  to  their  Constitution.  The 
business  of  the  Convocation  was  of  local  interest 
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Comp.  Yancy  C.  Blalock,  reviews  nearly  all  the  Capitu- 
lar Jurisdictions,  Quebec  for  189;  included.  He  calls  us 
by  the  cosmopolitan  high  toned  name  Smythe.  He  got 
a  y  in  anyway,  or  perhaps  it  was  the  printer  who  so  far 
away  on  the  Pacific  Coast  had  never  come  across  the 
Scotch  way  of  spelling  White  with  a  y,  and  Smith  with  a 
y  was  the  nearest  name  to  it  that  he  was  acquainted  with. 
Comp.  Blalock  is  an  excellent  extractor,  and  only  in  a 
couple  of  places  did  he  venture  to  make  any  comments  of 
his  own,  his  excuse  being  that  their  treasury  was  not 
plethoric  enough  to  be  drained  by  his  individual  opinions 
at  present. 

18  Chapters;  Membership,  1,141  ;  Increase,  27. 

Edward  R.  Hare,  Tacoma,       -        Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancy  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,   .-    Grand  Secretary 


WISCONSIN. 

46th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Feb.  19th,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  T.  S.  Hayhurst,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
sided. Comp.  W.  C.  Swain,  Quebec's  Representative, 
was  in  evidence  at  the  meeting.  The  G.  H,  P.  issued 
dispensations  during  the  year  for  four  new  Chapters. 
Two  were  planted  on  good  soil  and  bore  fruit,  and  two 
through  the  misfortune  of  forest  fires  were  unable  to  start 
His  special  dispensations  were  not  many.  He  advocated 
a  short  lecture  that  candidates  could  learn  and  make 
themselves  known  as  Royal  Arch  Masons.     He  says  ; 
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The  men  of  affairs,  the  busy  men,  the  professional  men,  the  men 
that  we  need  to  join  our  Chapters,  that  hesitate  or  absolutely  reftise 
to  learn  the  long  lectures  heretofore  required  of  them,  readily  learn 
the  short  lectures,  pass  examination  and  are  advanced. 


We  suppose  some  sort  of  a 
what  he  wanted. 


'shorter  catechism"  was 


Comp.  Swain  appears  with  his  twelfth  report.  He  does 
not  believe  in  compulsory  membership  and  truly  remarks 
that  no  one  takes  an  obligation  which  binds  him  to  re- 
main a  member  of  a  Lodge.  We  note  his  remarks  that 
the  Masonic  Bodies  become  incorporated  in  Wisconsin 
by  electing  trustees,  and  hold  all  their  property  through 
trustees,  who  may  sue  or  be  sued,  suit  is  consequently 
brought  against  the  trustees  and  not  the  Lodge,  and  the 
books  of  the  trustees  and  not  the  Lodge  are  the  only  ones 
that  can  be  ordered  into  Court.  This  is  right,  but  it  is 
not  the  modus  operandi  in  many  other  jurisdictions  in  the 
U.  S.  we  have  heard  of. 

Quebec  for  1894  is  passed  under  review.  He  thinks 
too  ardent  solicitation  for  candidates  for  the  Chapter 
degrees  is  at  times  indulged  in,  and  that  the  ink  is  some- 
times not  dry  on  his  signature  to  the  By-laws  of  his 
Lodge,  before  a  Chapter  petition  is  thrust  under  the  nose 
of  a  Brother.  We  should  call  this  misjudged  zeal,  to  say 
the  least 

Under  Texas  he  remarks : — 

When  a  Grand  Body  reverses  the  verdict  of  the  subordinate,  it 
does  not  restore  to  membership ;  it  says  the  verdict  was  not  correct 
and  the  accused  is  not  legally  expelled.  No  Grand  Body  either 
does  or  claims  to  restore  to  membership  one  who  has  been  legally  and 
finally  expelled  by  a  verdict  confiimed.  It  simply  restores  to 
Masonic  standing. 
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Comp.  Swain  closes  his  interesting  report  with  the 
following  anecdote  : — 

Daring  the  late  unpleasantness,  Capt  Bailey  commanded  a  com- 
pany raised  up  in  the  woods,  where  they,  as  well  as  himself,  were 
accustomed  to  the  largest  liberty.  The  Captain  was  rough  and 
illiterate,  but  he  knew  what  he  wanted.  One  day,  he  with  his  com- 
pany, were  sent  out  on  a  reconnaissance  The  General  accompanied 
them  part  of  the  way  and  pointed  the  direction.  Soon  they  camc^ 
to  a  large,  nice  domain,  which  had  escaped  the  foragers  of  both 
sides.  True  to  his  instincts,  he  began  to  investigate,  and  soon  dis- 
covered a  ten  gallon  cask  of  fine  old  peach  brandy.  The  Captain 
was  fair  and  divided  it  up,  of  course  appropriating  the  lion's  share 
to  himself,  and  soon  the  whole  company  were  gloriously  full.  He 
concluded  he  must  go  back  in  style  to  make  his  report,  and  he  had 
horses  hitched  to  a  barouche,  got  in,  and  sitting  erect  with  drunken 
gravity,  the  procession  started  homeward.  One  of  the  men  bad  a 
well-grown  pig  under  his  arm  which  was  making  a  vigorous  protest 
against  the  whole  proceedings.  **Sarjint!  give  him  to  me."  The 
pig  was  placed  between  his  legs,  with  a  hand  on  each  ear.  Pretty 
soon  they  met  the  General,  who  in  indignant  amazement  exclaimed : 
*<  Captain,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  7  "  **  It  means,  General, 
we  made— made  the— the  reconnaissance,  and  and—."  A  vigorous 
remonstrance  from  the  pig.  The  Captain  let  go  one  hand,  and  hit- 
ting him  a  whack  on  the  side  of  his  head,  said,  ** ,  who's  a 

makin'  this  report,  you  or  me  ?  " — We  commend  the  reply  to  those 
who  do  not  like  our  report. 

66  Chapters  ;  Membership,  5,460 ;  Increase,  233. 

Samuel  Wright,  Milwaukee,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
John  W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,        -         Grand  Secretary. 


Since  finishing  our  report,  we  are  in  receipt  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  three  following  Jurisdictions  for  1895. 
As  our  printer  has  not  quite  finished  his  task,  we  include 
them  in  order  to  make  the  circle  of  American  Grand 
Chapters  complete. 
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ARIZONA. 


6th  Annual  Oonvooation. 
M.    E,    Comp.    F.    Ashbury 


Nov.  13th»  1805. 

Shaw  presided  with 
Representatives  from  four  Chartered  Chapters.  The 
G.  H.  P.  did  not  make  any  visitations,  distances  being 
too  great  and  travelling  at  6  cents  per  mile  too  costly. 
Nothing  had  disturbed  their  harmony,  nor  had  any  mis- 
fortune visited  them  during  the  year.  Business  of  the 
session  was  local. 

No  report  on  Correspondence, 

4  Chapters  ;  Membership,  179  ;  Decrease,  9. 

RiCKMER  N.  Fredericks,  Prescott,  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  T.  Roskruge,  Tucson,       -       Grand  Secretary. 


NEBRASKA. 

29th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Deo.  11th,  1806. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  E.  Bullard,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding,  with  thirty-two  of  the  fifty-one  constituent 
Chapters  represented.  No  record  of  Quebec's  Represent- 
ative, nor  has  there  been  for  some  years. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  states  that  many  Chap- 
ters were  dormant,  and  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Chapters  had  been  established  in  places  that  could  not 
support  them.  He  added  "  weak  subordinates  do  not 
add  material  strength  to  the  Grand  Chapter." 

We  note  a  resolution  that  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  secure  incorporation  and  report, — think  twice,   Com- 
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panions, — also  a  resolution  that  their  Representatives  to 
the  General  Grand  endeavor  to  have  that  body  omit  from 
their  repertory  the  Past  Masters  degree. 

Comp.  Chas.  J.  Phelps  writes  the  Correspondence 
report.  It  is  a  very  interesting  one,  and  we  wish  it  had 
come  to  hand  earlier.  Quebec  is  fraternally  reviewed 
and  Comp.  Chambers*   address   freely   excerpted   from. 

We  note  our  Companion's  little  gun  went  off  at  half 
cock  over  the  report  that  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  wore 
regalia  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Montreal 
Temple.     He  remarks  : — 

As  we  have  had  occasion  to  say  on  former  occasions,  the  tempta- 
tion to  display  the  vestments  of  the  Sanctuary  to  pnblic  gaze  is  too 
great,  when  permitted,  to  tolerate.  When  will  our  Companions 
learn  that  such  an  exhibition  is  entirely  improper,  not  to  say  vulgar  7 

We  quite  agree  with  the  Companion's  remarks,  but  un- 
fortunately for  him  they  do  not  apply  to  Canadian  Royal 
Arch  Masons.  We  would  never  dream  of  displaying,  nor 
would  we  be  permitted  to  wear  Chapter  vestments  or 
paraphernalia  in  public.  Canadian  M.  Masons  do  not 
wear  linen  aprons  furnished  by  their  Lodge,  but  own 
their  lambskin  aprons  trimmed  with  blue  silk.  Royal 
Arch  Masons  likewise  wear  lambskin  aprons  trimmed 
with  irradiated  ribbon  of  purple  and  crimson  and  a  sash  to 
match.  This  is  their  R.  A.  Regalia,  it  is  neither  improper 
nor  vulgar.  We  are  sorry  our  worthy  Companion  felt 
so  exercised  over  it.  His  remarks  are  sound,  but  in  this 
case  they  were  aimed  at  the  wrong  target. 

51  Chapters;  Membership,  3,042;  Increase,  51. 
Charles  J.  Phelps,  Schuyler,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,        -        Grand  Secretary. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA. 

26th  Annual  Oonvooation.  Nov.  llth,  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Neil  Robinson,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided  with  iS  Subordinates  out  of  20  represented. 
Quebec's  Representative  Comp.  Hugh  Sterling,  was 
present  in  his  place  as  Grand  Treasurer.  The  address 
was  very  short.  They  lost  during  the  year  one  of  their 
old  members,  P.  G.  H.  Priest,  Frank  Rex.  Faithful  to 
the  end.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  celebrate  their 
2Sth  Anniversary.  We  regret  exceedingly  to  find  in 
the  Appendix  instead  of  the  usual  Report  on  Corres- 
pondence by  Comp.  the  Rev.  H,  W,  Torrence,  a  letter 
from  New  York,  announcing  his  serious  illness  and  that 
a  Report  from  him  was  therefore  impossible.  We  trust 
our  worthy  Companion  will,  ere  long,  be  restored  to 
health. 

20  Chapters ;  Membership,  1,216;  Increase,  100. 

Samuei.  N.  Myers,  Martinsburg,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
Odel  S.  Long,  Charleston,         -  Grand  Secretary. 


CONCLUSION. 

Our  Task  is  completed  and  all  the  Jurisdictions  in 
North  America  reviewed,  excepting  our  two  Canadian 
Grand  Chapters  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick. 
Despite  the  cry  of  Hard  Times  among  many  of  the 
Grand  Bodies,  we  find  a  decided  increase  to  the  ranks  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  No  new  subject  appears  to  have 
arisen    during    the   past  year.     The   leading   topics   of 
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discussions  still  being  Physical  qualification,  Dependent 
Membership,  The  Past  Masters  Degree,  Music  by  the 
profane,  and  the  Ritual.  Some  of  these  are  getting 
almost  worn  threadbare  but  appear  very  hard  subjects  to 
down. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  has  now  supreme 
authority,  the  trouble  in  that  Jurisdiction  has  been 
happily  healed  by  the  amalgamation  of  the  Canadian 
Chapters.  We  wish  them  every  prosperity  and  success. 
As  partly  anticipated  in  the  earlier  portions  of  our 
Review  this  Report  again  closes  our  connection  with  the 
Capitular  Corps.  The  Annual  Convocation  has  come  and 
gone  and  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Chambers,  after  having  faith- 
fully and  successfully  served  as  head  of  the  Capitular 
Craft  in  this  Province  for  the  usual  term  of  two  years,  is 
once  more  on  the  floor  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Most 
Ex.  the  Grand  First  Principal,  who  reigns  in  his  stead 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  our  old  friend  to  his  former 
post  as  Chairman  of  Correspondence,  and  we  are  thus 
relieved.     We  know  he  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome. 

To  our  friends  of  the  Guild,  who  gave  us  such  a  cordial 
welcome  on  our  re-entry  and  who  have  said  so  many 
kind  things  about  our  work,  we  tender  our  deep  thanks. 
It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  renew  even  if  on  paper 
our  acquaintance  with  many  old  membei-s  of  the  Corps 
and  as  well  to  meet  the  later  additions  to  the  roll. 

To  all  we  wish  a  courteous  farewell,  and  with    Byron, 

would  say  : 

Farewell  I  a  word  that  must  be,  and  hath  been,— 
A  sound  which  makes  us  linger ;  yet— larewell  I 
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The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chaoter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  assembled  in  Twentieth  Annual  Grand  Convoca- 
tion in  the  Chapter  Hall  in  the  Montreal  Temple  in  the  City 
of  Montreal  at  three  o,clock,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1897,  A.  I.  2427. 


GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT 


M.  K. 

R.  E. 

t( 

M.  E. 

R.  E. 
R.  E. 
V.  E. 


Conip.  J.   B.  Tresidder Grand  Z. 


S.  B.  TooKE *' 

H.  Leroy  Fuli*er,  M.  D..  " 

A.  D.  NEI.SON *' 

W11.L  H.    Whyte *• 

Henry  Dunne as  ** 

Geo.  C.  BowN •* 

C  W.  Hagar ** 

J.  Bruce  Payne ..as  •' 

E.  S.  Stevens *' 

John  Laurence* ••• *' 


H. 

J. 

Treasurer. 
Scrib  E. 
*•      N. 
Principal  Sojourner 
Assistant        '  * 
Junior  " 

Pursuivant. 
Janitor. 
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GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  DISTRICTS : 

R.  E.  Conip.  John  Wii^son Montreal  District. 

"        W.  R.  Peters Eastern  Townships  District. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.Stearns. Past  Grand  Z. 

'•         **       Frank  Edgar *• 

*'        Edson  Fitch " 

Wii.1,.  H.  Whyte •• 

*'        David  Seath 

**         •'        A.  D.  Nei^son ** 

R.  E.      *'        H.  E.  Channeli* "    Grand  H. 

'•  •*        Chari.esKnowi.es *' 

W.  M.  LeMessurier  •*    Grand  Supt. 

"         •*       John  McLean "  " 

"         **        Geo.  O.  Stanton *'  •' 

"         **        A.  R.  Fraser *'  ** 

"  *•         H.  S.  COUPER •    .  " 

••         **        Henry  Davidson *'  *' 

•*        *'       Geo.  A.  Miller **  " 

**  "        Geo.  W.  Lovejoy "  Grand  Scribe  N. 

*•       W.T.Anderson " 

W.  E.  Cooper "  " 

»'        **       Joseph  Luttrell **  '* 

'*         ♦*        C.  P.  O'Connor '»  Grand  Prin.  Soj. 

*•         '*        Henry  Dunne "  ** 

'•  **  E.   HiGGINBOTTOM "  " 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 


California M.  E. 

Canada - '* 

Delaware R.  E. 

District  of  Columbia *  * 

Georgia V.  E. 

Illinois M.  E. 

Indiana '* 

Indian  Territory R.  E. 

Iowa " 

Louisiana '* 

Massachusetts M.  E. 

Missouri R.  E. 

New  Bruswick '  * 

New  Hampshire M.  E. 

New  Jersey '* 

Nevada v R-  E. 

Rhode  Island '  • 

South  Carolina *' 

Texas •* 

Wisconsin " 


Comp.  Frank  Edgar. 
"      W.U  H.  Whytc 
'*      Henry  Dunne. 
"       G.  A.  Miller. 
"      Fred.  Massey. 

A.  D.  Nelson. 
*•      Edson  Fitch. 
**      John  Wilson. 
"      John  McLean. 
*'       Henry  Davidson 
*•      J  .B.  Tresidder. 
"      W.  M.  LeMessurier. 

A.  R.  Fraser. 

I.  H.  Stearns. 
'»      David  Seath. 
'*      Charles  Knowles. 
*•       H.  E.  Channell. 

H.  S.  Couper. 

Geo.  O.  Stenton. 
*  *       H.  Leroy  Fuller,  M.  D 
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The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  a  constitutional 
number  of  Chapters  present  and  entitled  to  representation, 
and  the  following  Companions  registered  and  named  as 
their  representatives  : 

REPRESENTATIVES  : 


Goi^DBN  Rui^K,  Chathr  No.  I.         Mount  Horeb,  Chapter  No.  i. 


E.  S.  Stevens.... Z. 

H.  E.  Channell..P.Z.&P.G.H. 

Henry  Davidson. P. Z.&P.G.Supt. 

Stadacona,  Chapter  No.  2. 

James  Ellis P.Z.&P.G.P. 

Edson  Fitch P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Charles  Knowles.P.Z.&P.G.H. 

Prbvost,  Chapter  No.  3. 

John  F.  Yeates.-.Z. 

T.  G.  Sykes. H. 

H.  Leroy  Fuller.  P.  Z.&G.J. 

Dorchester,  Chapter  No.  4. 

J.  Bruce  Payne. . .  Z. 

W.  R.  Peters V  Z.&G.Supt. 

Carnarvon,  Chapter  No.  5. 


Geo.H.  Wilkinson 
Charles  S.  EUis. 
I.  H.  Stearns... 
Will.  H.  Whyte. 
David  Seath.... 

F.  Edgar 

J.  B.  Tresidder. . 
C.  P.  O'Connor. 
W.  T.  Anderson. 
W.  E.  Cooper... 
George  C.  Bown 

F.  Massey 

JohnT.Gladston. 
C.J.Williams.... 


Z. 

II. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G,P.S. 

P.Z,&P.G.S.N. 

P.G.&P.  G.S.N. 

P.Z.&G.P.SOJ. 

P.Z.&P.G.S. 

P.Z. 

P.H. 


J.  H.  Lalonde  .  ,   Z. 

M.  B.  White H. 

John  Wilson P. Z.&G.Supt. 

H.  S.  Couper P. Z.&P.G.Supt. 

J.  P.  Griffin P.Z.&P.G.P. 

E.  Higginbottom.P.Z.&P.G.P.S. 
Henry  Dunne.. .  .P.Z.&P.G.P.S. 

Montreai,,  Chapter  No.  7. 

W.M.  LeMessurier.Z.&P.G.  Supt. 

John  McLean P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 

G.  O.  Stanton  . . .  P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 
Joseph  Luttrell . .  P.Z.&P.G.S. N. 

RovAi,  Albert,  Chapter  No.  8. 


Chas.  P.  Dawson 

B.  Tooke 

A.  D.  Nelson.... 

F.  Edgar 

I.  H.  Stearns.... 
A.  R.  Eraser 

G.  A  Miller 

Geo.  W.  Lovejoy, 
Chas.  W.  Hagar. . 
H.W.  Atwater..  . 


Z. 

P.Z.&G.H. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 

P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 

P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 

P.J.&G.A.Soj. 

P.H. 


Shawenegam,  Chapter  No.  i  i. 

David  Seath P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

I.  H.  Stearns P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Mount  Sutton, Chapter  No.  12. 

R.  T.  MacdonaldH. 
G.  E.  Clark J. 
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A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  thus  repre- 
sented, the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  read  the  notice  calling  the  meeting 
of  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations  from 
Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  for  the  government  of  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  Session. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  when  it  was  moved 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by  V.  E.  Comp. 
Joseph  Luttrell,  and  carried  :  *'  That  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
Annual  Convocation  having  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  Members  of  Grand  Chapter,  be  taken  as  read  and  that 
the  same  be  now  declared  confirmed.** 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  granted  permission  for  the  admission 
as  visitors,  during  the  Session  of  Grand  Chapter,  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following  Com- 
panions expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present  at 
this  Convocation,  through  unavoidable  circumstances  or  ill- 
ness, viz  :  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Graham,  P.  G.  Z.,  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  O.  Tyler,  P.  G.  H.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Grif- 
fiths, G.  Supt.,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Williams,  P.  G.  Supt. 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  O' Regan. 

During  the  Evening  Session  a  Telegram  was  received  from 
M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  that  owing  to  an  accident 
to  the  train  on  which  he  was  travelling  he  could  not  arrive 
in  Montreal  in  time  to  attend  the  Session,  which  he  much 
regretted. 


The  M. 
follows : 


E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  address  as 
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ADDRESS 


OF  THE 


Grand  First  Principal  Z. 


To  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Greeting  : 

Never  before  have  I  so  fully  realized  "  How  swiftly  run 
the  sands  of  time  away."  It  seems  but  a  few  weeks  since 
my  predecessor  in  this  chair,  Most  Excellent  Companion 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  welcomed  you  to  the  nineteenth  An- 
nual Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  nevertheless 
another  year  has  passed  with  its  full  quota  of  joys  and 
sorrows  and  now  it  becomes  my  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  bid  you  a  truly  masonic  welcome  to  this,  the  Twentieth 
Annual  Convocation ;  another  year  has  been  added  to 
our  age,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state,  a  year  of  progress  and 
improvement  in  matters  connected  with  Capitular  Masonry, 
but  before  I  proceed  to  a  retrospect  of  my  official  actions, 
let  me  pause  for  a  moment  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt 
of  gratitude,  which  I  owe  to  the  Great  I  Am  for  preserving 
me  in  health  and  mind,  and  thereby  enabling  me  to  fulfill 
the  various  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me,  as  your 
representative  during  the  interval  between  sessions  of  this 
Grand  Body,  with  what  intelligence  it  has  pleased  the 
Almighty  to  endow  me. 
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The  year  just  closed  has  been  marked  by  a  steady 
interest  in  everything  that  partains  to  the  prosperity  and 
welfare  of  our  Order. 

The  accession  to  our  numbers  has  not  been  large,  but 
considering  the  field  in  which  we  have  to  work  and  the 
opposing  influences  which  surround  us,  must  be  deemed 
encour^ing. 

It  is  a  matter  for  sincere  congratulation  that  the  peace  of 
the  masonic  world  has  not  been  interrupted  and  that 
harmony  prevails  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  since 
we  last  met  in  this  Temple,  a  so-called  grand  Anti- 
masonic  conclave  has  been  held  at  Trent,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  its  effect,  as  far  as  the  masonic  world  is  con- 
cerned, will  be  to  stimulate  the  individual  members  of 
our  noble  Order  to  renewed  efforts  and  to  prove  by 
our  conduct  and  example,  that  it  is  our  aim  to  walk  up- 
rightly before  God  and  men  in  our  various  stations  of  life, 
regulating  our  action  by  rule  and  line  acceptable  to  our 
Maker. 

Firm  in  rectitude  may  our  noble  Order  rise  superior  to 
all  opposition,  like  the  black  mountains  which  bares  its 
breast  with  dignified  composure  to  every  tempest  and 
fearlessly  presents  its  bosom  to  the  midnight  storm. 

May  our  deliberations  result  in  such  legislation  as  will 
continue  the  harmony  and  true  fraternity  among  the 
many  hundreds  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  this  Province, 
whose  representatives  we  are  and  who  have  entrusted  their 
interests  to  our  hands  for  the  time  being,  and  may  they 
also  result  in  devising  further  means  for  the  advancement 
and  prosperity  of  our  beloved  Order,  let  us,  in  all  things 
be  guided  by  that  calm  and  enlightened  judgment  which 
has  hitherto  controlled  the  actions  of  this  Grand  Body. 
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OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

Long  previous  to  my  election  as  Grand  Z,  I  had,  from 
observation,  noted  that  official  visitations  of  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  tend  largely  to  stimulate  the  interest  of 
companions  and  officers,  the  companions  on  the  floor  of 
the  Chapters  naturally  wish  to  hear  from  their  Grand 
Chapter  offices,  and  to  come  into  closer  communication 
with  them,  while  the  offices  are  desirous  of  showing 
themselves  well  posted  in  the  work  of  conferring  degrees, 
all  of  which  naturally  creates  a  desire  to  show  "  who 
best  can  do  the  work  "  and  immediately  after  my  instal- 
lation I  decided  to  visit  subordinate  chapters  as  often  as 
my  business  engagements  would  permit,  and  in  carrying 
out  this  intention,  I  have  been  very  much  encouraged  and 
assisted  by  many  Past  and  Present  Grand  Chapter 
officers,  who  in  many  cases  have,  at  personal  sacrifice,  of 
time  and  money,  accompanied  me ;  to  these  Most  Ex- 
cellent and  Right  Excellent  Companions,  I  extend  my 
sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks. 

On  nth  September,  I  made  my  first  official  visit  to 
Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  (my  mother  Chapter)  and  was 
accorded  a  right  hearty  welcome  by  the  companions 
present,  the  Ex.  First  Principal  Z,  expressing  the  satisfac- 
tion he  felt  in  welcoming  the  Grand  Z,  in  the  person  of 
a  member  of  their  own  Chapter,  and  assured  me  of  their 
staunch  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec.  I  was 
accompanied  on  this  visit  by  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Will.  H. 
Whyte,  Rt.  Ex.  Comps.  A.  G.  Adams,  W.  T.  Anderson, 
and  W.  E.  Cooper  and  Ex.  Comp.  Lalonde. 


On  14th  October,  I  visited  Mount  Horeb  Chapter  No. 
6,  accompanied  by  Most  Excellent  Companions  Albert 
Nelson,  Will.  H.  Whyte,  I.  H.  Stearns,  Rt.  Ex.  Com- 
panions W.  T.  Anderson,  and  others. 
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On  4th  Nov.,  I  visited  Montreal  Chapter  No.  7,  ac- 
companied by  Most  Excellent  Companions  David  Seath, 
Will.  H.  Whyte,  Rt.  Ex.  Comps.  W.  T.  Anderson,  and 
others. 


On  14th  Nov,  I  was  fortunate  in  being  accompanied 
by  a  large  deputation  on  a  visit  to  Stadacona  Chapter 
No  2,  in  the  ancient  city  of  Quebec,  this  Chapter  is  ably 
presided  over  by  Excellent  Companion  John  Ellis,  in 
whom  I  recognized  a  zealous  and  pain's  taking  com- 
panion, the  visit  will,  I  feel  sure,  stimulate,  to  renewed 
efforts  the  Officers  and  Companions,  so  that  when  my 
successor  in  office  shall  visit  them,  he  will  find  an  inct  eased 
membership  and  regular  attendance  at  its  communica- 
tions. On  this  visit  I  was  accompanied  by  Most  Excel- 
lent Comps.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  (immediate  Past  Grand 
Z.)  David  Seath,  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Rt.  Ex.  Comps.  Henry 
Griffith,  (Grand  Supt.  of  Stadacona  District,)  W.  M. 
LeMessurier,  John  McLean,  and  Comps.  J.  I.  Phillips  and 
W.  T.  McLaurin  ;  the  Quebec  companions  entertained 
the  visitors  royally,  and  made  them  feel  that  their  visit 
was  appreciated. 


On  Dec.  21st,  I  visited  Royal  Albert  Chapter  No.  8. 
accompanied  by  Most  Ex.  Comps.  I.  H.  Stearns,  David 
Seath,  Will,  H.  Whyte,  Rt.  Ex.  Comps.  G.  C.  Bown,  G. 
O.  Stanton,  Chs.  P.  O'Connor,  John  McLean  and  others, 
and  witnessed  the  exaltation  of  five  candidates,  and  was 
much  pleased  at  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  work 
was  done. 

Before  I  conclude  this  account  of  my  visits  I  should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  strongly 
that  the  District  Superintendents  take  a  greater  personal 
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interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  different  chapters  in  their 
jurisdiction  and  over  which  they  are  appointed  to  exer- 
cise a  general  supervision,  by  visiting  more  frequently 
and  coming  into  personal  contact  with  the  officers  and 
companions 'and  encourage  them  in  the  performance  of 
those  duties  which  appertain  to  their  offices.  I  am  fully 
persuaded  that  this  would  result  in  good  and  elevate  the 
position  of  Grand  Superintendent,  which  in  many  cases,  I 
am  sorry  to  note,  is  an  office  in  name  only. 

OFFICIAL     ACTIONS. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  as  follows  : 

Nov.   13. — To  Royal  Albert  Chapter  to  make  a  serving 
companion,  without  collecting  the  usual  fee. 


Dec.  17. — To  Golden  Rule  No.   i   to  install  Comp.  E. 
S.  Foss  as  H  he  not  having  filled  the  chair  of  J. 


Dec.  23,— To  Stadacona  Chapter  No  2  Quebec,  to  ins- 
tall V.  Ex.,  Comp.  James  Woods  as  Z.  he  not  having  filled 
the  chair  of  Second  Principal  H.  and  Comp.  James  P. 
Hicks  as  Second  Principal  H.  he  not  having  served  as  J. 


On  Dec.  26th,  to  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  to  install 
Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson  as  Z,  and  Comp.  Chs.  S. 
Ellis  as  H.  they  not  having  served  as  H,  and  J.  respec- 
tively. 


On  March  25th,  permission  was  granted  to  Carlton 
Chapter  of  Ottawa,  through  the  Grand  Scribe  E  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  (in  Ontario)  to  receive  as  a 
candidate  for  R.  A.  Masonry,  a  resident  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion. 
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Also  on  Dec.  14.  to  receive  as  Condidates  for  R.  A. 
Masonry^in  said  Carleton  Chapter,  two  Master  Masons,  resi- 
dents of  Aylmer,  Que.  I  granted  this  permission  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  precedents  of  Predecessors,  owing  to 
this  Grand  Chapter  not  having  a  subordinate  in  that  sec- 
tion of  our  Province. 

COMMISSIONS. 

I  had  much  pleasure  in  recommending  Rt.  Ex.  Chmp. 
W.  H.  O'Regan,  of  Sutton,  as  Grand  Rep.  of  the  G.  C.  of 
South  Dakota,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  Ed^rin  Hall.  I  also  had  pleasure  in  recom- 
mending Rt  Ex.  Comp.  John  Wilson  of  Montreal  as 
Grand  Rep.  of  the  G.  C.  of  Indian  Territory. 


I  am  in  recept  of  the  resignation  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Hobart  Butler  as  the  Grand  Rep.  of  Oregon  which  I  have 
caused  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  forward  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  that  jurisdiction  with  a  statement  that  a 
successor  would  be  recommended  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  I  deemed  it  but  an  act  of  courtesy  to  my  succes- 
sor, to  give  him  the  opportunity  of  naming  a  Companion 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Commission  as  Grand  Representative  near  theGrand 
Chapter  of  Alabama  is  also  vacant  by  the  death  of  Rt. 
Ex.  Comp.  Grant,  and  it  offorded  me  great  pleasure  in 
forwarding  the  name  of  Rt  Ex.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor 
for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
of  that  jurisdiction. 

COMMISSION   ISSUED. 

I  have  directed  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  forward  creden- 
tials to  Ex.  Comp.  the  Hon.  Selwyn  Douglass  of  Oklaho- 
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ma,  Indian  Territory  as  our  Grand  representation   near 
that  Grand  Body. 

Also  to  Ex.  Comp.  G.  T.  Sprecker  of  Nebraska  to  repre- 
sent this  Grand  Chapter,  our  former  representative  having 
left  that  jurisdiction. 


Other  official  duties  of  a  mere  formal  nature  have  re- 
ceived my  attention  during  the  year,  these  I  deem  unne- 
cessary to  occupy  the  time  of  this  Grand  Body  with  by 
giving  details. 

NECROLOGY. 

The  saddest  duty  which  the  mutation  of  time  brings  to 
the  lot  of  your  Grand  Z.  is  that  of  recording  the  loss  of 
those  whose  souls  have  departed,  and  whose  bodies  we 
have  been  compelled  to  relinquish  to  mother  earth,  and 
although  the  loss  of  those  from  our  immediate  midst  is 
not  great,  it  numbers  ones  who  have  made  their  influence 
for  good,  felt  in  the  craft,  and  their  departure  will  leave  a 
blank  difficult  to  fill,  may  their  work  prove  to  ht  good  and 
Square  such  as  is  wanted  and  that  they  will  receive  their 
reward  on  high. 

IN  OUR  OWN  JURISDICTION. 

On  August,  1 5th  a  very  much  esteemed  past  Grand  H. 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Right  Ex.  Comp.  Angus  Grant,  was 
called  to  his  maker,  and  owing  to  the  many  services  ren- 
dered Capitular  Masonry  by  this  Companion  during  his 
life  time  I  caused  the  following  Circular  to  be  sent  to  the 
different  Chapters  in  thisProivnce  and  a  copy  of  the  same 
to  each  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  with  which  we  are 
in  correspondence. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS 

OF  QUEBEC. 

Montreal,  August  24th, 

1896. 

To  the  Officers  and  Companions 

of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch : 

Sorrowful  Greeting. 

Excellent  Companions : 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  communicate  the  mournful 
information  that  the  Dark  Shadow  of  Death  has  entered 
our  circle  and  called  to  the  great  and  silent  majority  our 
beloved  companion 

ANGUS  GRANT,  Past  Grand  H. 

of  this  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Alabama  near  this  Grand  Chapter,  who  died  in  the  Town 
of  Prescott,  Ontario,  on  the  isth  day  of  August  and  was 
interred  at  the  same  place  on  the  17th  instant 

Right  Excellent  Companion  Grant  assisted  at  the  for- 
mation of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  1876,  and  until  failing 
health  necessitated  his  removal  to  Prescott  several  years 
ago,  always  took  an  active  interest  in  its  prosperity.  He 
was  the  second  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  the  system  of  books 
and  records  now  in  use  were  all  arranged  and  formulated 
by  him.  After  over  three  years  in  this  office  he  was 
advanced  to  the  chair  of  Grand  Third  Principal  J.  and 
then  Grand  Second  Principal  H.  and  although  elected  to 
the  highest  Office  in  the  Gift  of  the  Companions  viz 
Grand  First  Principal  Z.  he  declined  to  accept  it  To  his 
many  sterling  qualities  as  a  Man  and  a  Mason,  every  one 
associated  with  him  can  readily  testify,  and  by  his  death. 
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Royal   Arch   Masonry   in    Quebec  has   lost  a  devoted 
Companion. 

Ncw^  therefore^ — As  a  token  of  our  love  and  esteem, 
and  in  memory  of  our  late  Right  Excellent  Companion, 
it  is  hereby  directed  that  this  Communication  be  read  in 
Open  Chapter,  and  that  each  Chapter  of  our  obedience 
be  draped  in  mourning  for  the  period  of  three  months. 

JOHN  BOTHRELL  TRESIDDER, 

Grand  First  Principal  Z. 
Attest  : 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

Grand  Scribe  E. 


The  news  of  his  death  coming  too  late  to  permit  of  a 
wreath  or  other  token  or  Emblem  of  Sorrow  being  sent 
to  Prescott,  I  requested  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  wire 
a  messsage  of  condolence  to  the  widow,  expressing  the 
sympathy  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 


I  regretted  exceedingly  that  news  was  not  received 
earlier,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  a  large  deputation  from  this 
Grand  Chapter  as  well  as  many  of  his  old  masonic  friends 
would  have  attended  the  funeral. 


Rt  Ex.  Comp.   Edwin  Hall,  of  Provost  Chapter,  Past 
Grand  Sojourner  who  died  in  March  last,  is  also  recorded. 


The  death  of  Rt  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.W.  Bowen  of  Golden 
Rule,  a  past  Grand  Scribe  N.  was  mentioned  by  my  pre- 
decessor, but  the  returns  with  his  death  will  only  come 
into  this  year's  report. 

Other  deaths  in  our  Jurisdiction  as  per  reports  to  be 
submitted  by  the  Grand  Supts. 
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I  would  recommend  that  a  page  ///  Memorium  of  the 
late  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Angus  Grant,  be  inserted  in  the  report 
of  the  year's  proceedings.  And  a  page  to  the  memory  of 
the  other  Companions  departed. 


IN   OTHER  JURISDICTIONS, 

I  have  to  record  the  death  of  the  following  illustrious 
companions,  of  whose  death  we  have  received  official 
notification. 

M.E.  A.  T.  Longley,  P.G.H.P.  and 

K.E.  Lewis  G.  Stephens,  20  years  Grand  Secretary  of 

the  G.  C  of  District  of  Columbia. 

M.E.  H.  F.  Gillette.  P.G.H;P.  of  the  G.  C.  of  Texas. 

M.E.  Michael  Nisbett,  P.G.H.P.  of  Pennsylvania. 

M.E.  Owen  A.  Bassett,  P.G.H.P.  of  Kansas. 

M  E.  Sherman  Castle,  P.G.H.P.  of  Connecticut. 

Most  deeply  do  I  sympathize  with  our  sister  Grand 
Chapters  in  their  loss  of  such  eminent  craftsmen. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  GRAND  CHAPTERS. 

The  proceedings  of  the  many  Grand  Chapters,  in  cor- 
respondence with  this  G.  C.  having  for  years  remained  in 
the  Office  and  Custody  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Seath,  and  as  by 
resolution  at  last  meeting  this  G.  Chapter  had  secured  a 
permanent  place  with  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Temple 
Building.  I  deemed  it  best  and  expedient  that  before 
moving  to  the  new  quarters  they  should  be  bound.  In 
consultation  therefore  with  the  Chairman  of  Finance,  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  the  Grand  Scribe  E,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 
Seath,  it  was  decided  to  send  all  proceedings  to  the 
book-binders  before  placing  them  on  the  Library  shelves. 
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The  Grand  Scribe  £  and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Seath  undertook 
to  supervise  the  matter  and  we  have  now  a  very  handsome 
Library  of  G.  Chapter  proceedings,  handsomely  bound  in 
scarlet  Morocco  and  cloth,  which  are  accessible  to  mem- 
bers of  this  Grand  Chapter,  in  connection  with  these  pro> 
ceedings  it  is  most  pleasing  to  your  Grand  Z,  to  note  on 
reading  the  reports  from  different  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
the  many  favorable  comments  made  therein  on  the  Re- 
ports of  Proceedings  of  "  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec," 
which  bear  testimony  to  the  ability  and  judgment  of  the 
eminent  companion  to  whose  care  you  have  given  this 
work. 

IN  CONCLUSION. 

In  a  short  time.  Companions,  I  shall  return  to  you  the 
Jewel  of  office  and  the  Emblem  of  Power,  which  you  placed 
in  my  hands  one  year  ago,  and  commit  to  my  successor  the 
exalted  station  of  Grand  First  Principal  Z.  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec.  I  have  always  been  painfully  conscious  of 
my  inability  to  do  full  justice  to  such  an  important  office, 
but  if  a  review  of  my  actions  should  meet  with  your 
approval,  I  shall  feel  more  than  repaid  for  the  time  and 
attention  I  have  devoted  to  it,  or  should  you  find 
ought  to  criticize  or  condemn,  I  will  accept  your  reproof 
with  humility,  feeling  confident  that  it  will  be  adminis- 
tered with  true  masonic  spirit  of  friendship  and  brotherly 
love  and  in  the  best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry. 

Before  closing,  let  me  again  express  my  heartfelt  thanks 
:to  thf  nfiany  companions  who  havB  rendered  me  services 
of  great  value,  for  their  advice  and  counce),  and  particu- 
larly do  I '.thank  our  esteemed  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Most 
ExoftUent  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  who  has  done  much 
more  than  was  required  of  him  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to 
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make  my  duties  light  and  pleasant.  I  am  grateful  to  you 
all  for  favors  almost  beyond  computation,  for  unstinted 
kindness,  and  above  all  for  your  loyal  and  hearty  support. 
May  this  Grand  Body  enjoy  a  still  greater  measure  of 
prosperity,  and  may  the  Most  High,  the  Great  Arch- 
itect of  the  Univers,  prosper  our  united  efforts. 

JOHN  B.  TRESIDDER. 

Grand  First  Principal  Z. 
Montreal,  Jan.  26tb,  1897. 


Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steams,  seconded  by  M.  B. 
Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  and  carried  : — 

That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be  referred  to  a  Specia 
Committee  to  report  at  this  session. 


The  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  then  presented 
their  reports. 


MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Council,  Officefs  afid  Com- 
panions 0/ the  Grand  Chapter  0/ Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superinteiident  of 
the  Montreal  District 

'Royal  Arch  Ma^nry  in  the  City  of  Montreal  has  m^der.great 

.  progvess  during  the  past  two;  years.  There  being  a  large  field  to  work 

upon  here,  it  is  not  svirprising  th|it  our  nnmberf  are  inq^easingy  ^d 

with  good  material,  renewed  interest  and  faithful  attention  to  duty, 

all  the  Chapters  in  this  district  should  continue  to  prospelr. 

It  ofigtet  to  be  gratifying  to  all  the  thapterr  in  thUlMBtridto 
realize  that  we  are  meeting  in  one  building,  dedicated  to  Masonry. . 
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No  complaint  of  any  kind  has  been  referred  to  me,  and  the  utmost 
harmony  and  good  will  seem  to  exist  throughout  the  district. 

The  Montreal  Chapter  having  conveyed  to  me  a  motion  unanim- 
ously agreed  to  by  them  at  their  Regular  Convocation  held  on  the 
6th  instant,  to  change  their  regular  night  of  meeting  from  the  first 
Wednesday  in  the  month  to  the  second  Monday  of  each  month,  I  have 
readily  recommended  .the  change,  as  I  believe  it  is  desirable  in  the 
interest  of  the  Chapter. 

I  think  it  is  not  out  of  place  for  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the  executive  officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  have  discharged  their  duties  during  the  past 
year.  Their  watchful  care  has  been  the  means  of  stimulating  and 
encouraging  the  officers  of  all  the  subordinate  chapters.  The  zeal  and 
faithfulness  of  those  at  the  head  have  a  wholesome  and  salutary  effect 
upon  the  whole  body. 

There  is  another  matter  which  I  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before 
you.  It  is  the  prompt  collection  of  dues  owing  by  members.  It  is 
important  to  see  that  these  are  not  allowed  to  acctunulate.  **  Short 
accounts  make  long  friends,*'  and  by  allowing  dues  to  accumulate  for 
years  and  years,  as  I  have  seen  it  done  in  some  societies,  the  effect 
produced  in  many  cases  is  the  loss  of  not  only  the  dues  but  the  loss 
of  members  also.  For  while  a  small  amount  could  be  paid,  when  it 
becomes  a  large  amount  it  frequently  happens  that  it  is  impossible  to 
pay  the  sum  owing.  The  executive  officers  of  a  Chapter  have  it  in 
their  hands  to  see  that  the  dues  of  members  are  promptly  looked 
after.  By  carefully  attending  to  this  matter  it  will  be  the  means,  to  a 
great  extent,  of  retaining  their  membership  as  well  as  increasing  their 
finances.    ''A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient** 

I  would  suggest  that  the  line  in  the  Title  Page  of  Grand  Chapter 
Proceedings,  viz :  ''Ordered  to  be  read  in  all  Chapters  and  preserved,'* 
lie  left  off.  I  have  never  known  this  order  to  be  carried  out,  and 
when  an  order  is  not  respected  the  sooner  it  is  repealed  the  better  for 
the  dignity  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Notwithstanding  my  shortcomings  during  the  year  that  I  have 
occupied  the  position  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Montreal  Dis- 
trict, I  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers 
of  Grind  Chapter,  as  well  as  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the 
several  subordinate  Chapters,  for  the  courtesy  and  acts  of  kindness  I 
:  have  received  at  their  hands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Grand  Superintei 
Montreal,  Januar}'  isth,  1897. 


JNO.  WILSON, 
'naentt  I 


Afonirrai  District, 
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EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Gtand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  State  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District  for  the  year  1896. 

The  number  of  Chapters  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District  re- 
mains as  last  year,  viz :  five,  Golden  Rule  No.  i,  Prevost  No.  3,  Dor- 
chester No.  4,  Bedford  No.  lo,  and  Mount  Sutton  No.  12.  Peace  and 
harmony  prevails  throughout  the  District  with  the  exception  of  Bed- 
ford Chapter,  which  for  this  year  has  accomplished  no  work  from  the 
fact  that  the  Companions  have  been  somewhat  discouraged.  However, 
we  hope  that  in  the  near  future  their  labor  will  be  happily  resumed. 

In  connection  with  the  District,  we  have  to  report  no  suspensions 
for  the  past  year,  and  it  may  be  regarded  in  as  healthy  condition  as 
usual,  and  possibly  a  little  more  healthy  if  age  may  be  said  to  give 
stability  to  association,  the  want  of  more  tangable  success  may  be 
accounted  for  to  some  extent  in  the  special  advance  lately  of  counter 
associations,  and  notably  that  of  Oddtellowship,  while  the  financial 
stringency  of  the  times  has  had  its  deterrant  effects  also ;  yei  we  may 
say  that  the  Chapters  with  one  exception,  are  in  an  orderly  and  flour- 
ishing condition  and  the  books  are  well  and  fhithfully  kept. 

I  had  the  honor  of  installing  the  officers  of  Prevost  Chapter  No.  3, 
Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4,  and  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12. 

The  officers  seem  suitable  and  likely  will  be  most  efficient,  and  we 
are  looking  forward  for  a  very  bright  future. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  me  to  have  to  report  the  death  of 
Rt.  Ex.  Companion  Edwin  Hall  of  Prevost  Chapter  No.  3,  and  also 
of  Companions  George  E.  Dyer  and  H.  S.  Bigelow,  both  of  Mount 
Sutton  No.  12.  They  fell  at  their  post  honorable  men  and  their  demise 
will  be  keenly  felt  in  the  Chapters  to  which  they  belonged,  however, 
in  each  case,  doubtless  they  changed  mortality  for  life. ' 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thaxrk  the  Officers  iand  CompahibuB  of 
the  several  Chapters  of  this  District  for  courtesies  and  aets  of-  kind"- 
ness  shown  me  during  the  year,  and  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Qnebecv 
who  have  honored  me  by  decting  me  Grand  Superintendent  of  this 

District  * 

Fraternally  submitted,  .- 

W.  R.  PETERS, 

Of  and  SupL,  Easlem  Townships  DislricL 
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STADACONA  DISTRICT. 

73?  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
panians  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  as  District  Superintendent  of 
Stadacona  District. 

I  have  visited  Stadacona  Chapter  frequentlv  and  must  say  it  has 
been  a  great  pleasure  to  see  the  work  in  each  of  the  different  degrees 
so  well  performed  under  the  guidance  of  the  First  Principal  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Chapter,  in  fact,  I  doubt  if  better  work  is  per- 
formed in  any  Chapter  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  In  the  month  of 
November,  this  Chapter  was  visited  officially  by  the  Grand  First 
Principal  Z  accompanied  by  several  of  the  Grand  Officers  of  this 
Grand  Body,  but  unfortunately  the  Chapter  had  no  work,  however, 
the  Grand  First  Principal  seemed  highly  pleased  to  learn  of  the  pros- 
perity of  Stadacona  Chapter. 

This, Chapter  has  done  good  work  during  the  year  as  will  be  seen 
by  its  annual  returns  and  financially  is  in  a  good  position,  and  while 
the  spirit  of  Masonry  prevails  as  it  is  at  present  the  Chapter  is  sure  to 
prosper. 

On  St  John's  day  I  had  the  pleasure  of  installing  the  officers  of 
Stadacona  Chapter,  ably  assisted  by  several  distinguished  Past  Officers 
of  said  Chapter. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  four  exaltations,  each  of  those 
members  exalted  now  hold  office  and  trying  with  each  other  who  can 
do  most  and  best  work  which  speaks  well  for  the  future  prospects  of 
this  Chapter. 

I  have  been  unable  to  visit  Shawenegam  Chapter,  although  I  tried 
to  be  present  at  the  instalation  of  the  officers,  but  had  to  remain  with 
my  companions  in  Quebec,  this  Chapter  has  done  fairly  well  during 
the  past  year,  considering  the  great  difficulties  and  disadvantages  it 
has  to  contend  with,  great  praise  is  due  to  Right  Excellent  Com- 
panion Williams  of  this  Chapter  for  his  untiring  energy  for  the  wel- 
fare of  Shawenegam  Chapter. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  Officers  and  Companions  of  Stada- 
cona District  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  shown  me  during  the  past 
year,  and  trust  that  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  may  guide 
our  destinies  for  the  advancement  of  masonry  in  all  its  stages  and 
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enlighten  our  minds  to  what  is  good  and  great,  as  the  poet  has  so 
beautifully  said  : 

For  the  structures  that  we  raise 

Time  is  with  materials  filled^ 

Our  to-days  and  yesterdays 

Are  the  blocks  with  which  we  build. 

Let  us  build  to-day  then  strong  and  sure 

With  a  firm  and  ample  base, 

And  ascending  and  secure 

Shall  pur  builders  find  their  place. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  GRIFFITH, 
Grand  Superintendent ^  Stadaama  District, 
Quebec,  21st  January,  1897. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Dunne,  seconded  by  E.  Comp. 
Charles  S.  Ellis,  and  carried  : 

That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E.  presented  his  report  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Exeellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Gtand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Scribe  £.  The  business  of 
the  office  has  been  principally  routine  during  the  year.  On  February 
1 2th,  I  received  official  ratification  of  the  Installation  of  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
John  Wilson  as  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Montreal  District.  As 
being  the  only  elective  Grand  Officer  not  installed  to  the  Annual 
Convocation. 

In  the  month  of  April,  it  became  necessary  to  remove  the  books 
and  Library  of  Proceedings  from  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Seath's  office^where 
they  had  received  shelter  for  so  many  years.  This  had  been  anticip- 
ated  at  last  session  and  arrangements  made  for  them  in  the  Library  of 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  Temple. 

A  very  advantageous  oflFer  having  been  received  for  binding,  upon 
consultation,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  W.  Grand  Chapter  officers 
deemed  it  advisable  to  send  all  of  the  proceedings  of  various  juris- 
dictions to  the  binders  previous  to  their  removal  to  the  Temple. 
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On  making  a  complete  record,  I  found  that  the  li^rge  majority  of 
the  proceedings  only  commenced  about  the  year  1880,  a  few  years 
after  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  one  or  more  years 
were  in  many  cases  missing. 

I  issued  a  circular  letter  to  each  jurisdiction  making  known  our 
wants  and  remarking  we  had  very  few  copies  previous  to  the  year 
mentioned.  From  many  of  the  Grand  Secretaries  I  received  A  cour- 
teous and  generous  response  and  desire  to  express  our  best  thanks  for 
so  many  prompt  and  valuable  donations,  some  consisting  of  bound 
volumes  of  Jurisdictions  going  back  to  the  earlier  years  of  the  present 
century  and  even  further. 

At  present,  we  have  now  on  the  shelves  of  Grand  Chapter  142 
volumes  handsomely  bound  in  half  morocco  and  cloth  sides,  in 
scarlet,  beside  a  number  of  bound  copies  donated  as  already  men- 
tioned by  sister  jurisdictions.  There  are  several  jurisdictions  yet  to 
be  bound,  which  at  present  are  awaiting  for  missing  numbers  to  com- 
plete. I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter 
are  due  to  M.  £.  Comp.  Seath  for  the  many  years*  care  he  has  had 
over  these  volumes. 

COMMISSIONS  RBCBIVBD. 

The  following  Commissions  from  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  other 
Jurisdictions  appointing  Grand  Representatives  near  this  Grand 
Chapter  have  been  received  through  this  office  and  forwarded  to  the 
several  Companions  named  therein,  viz  :  — 

August  4.  R.  £.  Comp.  John  Wii«son,  for  Indian  Territory. 
August  la  R.  ^.  Comp.  W.  H.  0*Rrgan,  for  South  Dakota. 
August  23.    R.  E.  Comp.  Hobart  Buti^r,  for  Oregon. 

Recently  Comp.  Butler  has  sent  his  resignation  and  the  same  by 
instructions  of  the  M.  £.  Grand  Z.  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  that  Grand  Chapter. 

commissions  issued. 

August  24,  1896.— To  R.  £.  Comp.  Hon.  Sblwyn  Douglas,  as  Grand 
Representative  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

November  28,  1896.— To  R.  £.  Comp.  Geo.  T.  SprbckbR,  as  Grand 
Representative  at  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska. 

dispensations. 

Duly  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  have  been  issued  from 
this  office  as  follows : — 

November  23. ^To  Royal  Albert  Chapter  No.  8,  to  make  a  serving 
Inrother. 
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December  17.— To  Golden  Rule  Chapter  No.  i,  to  install  Comp.  B.  S. 
Foss  as  second  Principal  H.,  he  not  having  filled  the  office  of 
Third  Principal  J. 

December  23.— To  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2,  to  install  Comp.  James 
Woods  and  James  P.  Hicks  as  First  and  Second  Prinapids  res- 
pectively, they  not  having  filled  the  previous  chairs. 

December  26.— To  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  to  install  Companions 
G.  H.  Wilkinson  and  C.  S.  Ellis  as  First  and  Second  Principals 
respectively,  they  not  having  filled  the  previous  chairs. 

March  25  and  December  14. — At  the  request  of    Carleton  Chapter, 
Ottawa,  transmitted  through  the  Grand  Scribe  B.  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,  permission  was  granted  by  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  Z.  for  the  said  Chapter  to  receive  and  act  upon  the 
petition  of  three  Brethern  residents  in  and  under  this  Juris- 
diction. 
On  August  17th,  news  was  received  of  the  death  at  Prescott,  Ont, 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  Angus  Grant.    Upon  request  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.,  I  wired  the  condolence  and  sympathy  of  Grand  Chapter  to  Mrs. 
Grant,  and  the  next  day  wrote  as  well ;  later,  I  issued  a  Memorial 
Circular  in  memory  of  our  long  valued  past  officer  and  companion. 

I  accompanied  the  Grand  Z>  on  his  official  visits  to  Carnarvon 
Chapter,  Sept  11  ;  Mount  Horeb,  Oct.  14  :  Montreal,  Nov.  4 ;  Stada- 
cona  at  Quebec,  Nov.  14,  and  Royal  Albert  in  December. 

RBTX7RNS  FROM  SUBORDINATB  CHAPTERS. 

The  returns  from  the  Subordinate  Chapters  have  this  year  been 
forwarded  to  me  very  slowly.  This  delays  the  work  of  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  rushes  matters  at  the  last  moment  in  a  very  unsatis- 
factory manner.  Ten  returns  have  been  received  ont  of  eleven 
Chapters  on  the  roll.  39  candidates  have  been  admitted  and  four 
affiliations,  making  a  total  of  43.  There  are  reported  eight  deaths 
and  eight  withdrawals,  showing  a  net  increase  of  27,  or  12  over  last 
year.    The  roll  of  Grand  Chapter  now  stands  at  514  members. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  have  to  report  that  no  member  of  sub- 
ordinate Chapters  has  been  suspended  in  this  Jurisdiction  during  the 
year  just  closed,  for  non  payment  of  dues  or  other  causes. 

Nine  Chapters  show  an  increase,  one  a  slight  decrease  and  one  has 
made  no  returns. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  amount  to  $418.00. 

All  of  which  is  respectively  submitted, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

Grand  Scribe  £, 
MONTRBAI,,  January  25,  1897. 
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Moved  by  JR.  E.Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by.  V.  E. 
Comp.  Charles  W.  Hagar,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  B,  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  statement  of 
receipts  and  disbursements,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
B.  Tooke,  seconded  bj'  R.  E.  Co^p.  H.  Leroy  Fuller,  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

GENKRAI^  FUND. 

AtBBRT  D.  NBI30N,  Grand  Trkasurbr,  in  account  with  the 
M.  B.  THE  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  of  Quebec 

Dr. 
1896. 

January  28.    To  Balance  from  last  year MS^  ^ 

Dec.        31.    To  Cash — Interest  on  Deposit 1230 

1897. 

January  26.    To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  £ 309  00 

do  do  do  1850 

179^66 
January  26.    To  Balance  from  last  yeiu* I373  73 

January  26.  To  amount  received  after  audit  of  above  state- 
ment and  carried  to  next  year  $90.50  making 
thebalance $4^23 

Cr. 
1896. 

February    7.    By  Cash — For  Tyling  Gran^  Convocation $    5  00 

May  28.     By  Cash—Grand  Scribe  E.  for  Stamps 15  00 

Sept.         21.     By  Cash->C.  R.  Corneil,for  Proceedings,  &c. .     167  00 

October      5.     By  Cash— Renul  Grand  Library 50  00 

Dec.  30.    By  Cash— Perrault  Printing  Co.,  oinding.&c.      9425 

1897. 
January  26.     By  Cash — Grand  Scribe  E*s  account : — 

Telegram $     95 

Stationery 4  40 

Cartage,  Moving  Books 2  30 

Express  Charges. '.       3  95 
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Postage .*     II  15 

Express  on  Proceedings '4  93 

Fee  Grand  Scribe  B 5000 

8668 

By  Balance  to  next  year 373  73 

"$79^66 
Audited  and  found  correct, 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H,  E.  CHANNELS. 


BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

AitBBRT  D.  Nbi«son,  Grand  Trbasurbr,  in  account  with  thb 
BBN8V01.BNT  Fund  op  thb  Grand  Chaptbr  op  Qubbbc. 

Dr. 
1896. 

January  28.    To  Balance  from  last  year $70944 

Dec.        31.    To  Cash  Interest  on  Balance 2470 

$734  14 

1897. 
January  26.    To  Balance  from  last  year 66714 

Cr, 
1896. 
Dec.        15.    By  Cash  to  Mrs.  Angus  Grant I  67  00 

1897-    . 
January  29.    By  Balance  to  next  year $667  14 

1734  14 

Audited  and  found  correcti 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E  in  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of 
Foreign  Correspondence  presented  the  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  (see  appendix). 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Edson  Fitch,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  lA  received  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 
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The  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following  com 

mittees : 

On  THB  Address  op  Thb  Grand  Z.— M.  £.  Comp.  Hdaon  Fitch» 
R.  £.  Comp.  H.  £.  Channell  and  R.  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke. 

On  the  Report  op  the  Grand  Scribe  E.— Ex.  Comp  J.  Brace 
Pajme,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  C.  Bown  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joa.  Luttrell. 

On  the  Reports  op  the  Grand  Superintendents.  ^  R.  £. 
Comp.  A.  R.  Fraser,  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor  and  R.  E.  Charles 
Knowles. 

R,  E.  Comp.  John  Wilson,  Grand  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory,  being  in  attendance 
with  his  credentials,  was  introduced  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H. 
Steams  and  duly  welcomed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z,  and 
received  with  Grand  Honors. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Grand  Chapter  resumed  labor  in  Evening  Session  at  8.15 

p.m  ,  presided  over  by  the  following  Officers  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  "  B.T00KE "  H. 

R.  E.  "  H.  Lerov  Fui.i,br,M.D...  "  J. 

M.  E.  •  WiiaH.  Whyte •*  S.  E. 

V.  E.  "  Joseph  Lui'TREi,!. as  "  S.N. 

R.  E.  •*  Geo.  C.  Bown *•  P.  S. 

V.  E.  ••  W.  T.  Anderson as  **  A.  S. 

V.  E.  **  J.  Bruce  Payne as  **  J.  S. 

And  other  officers  as  at  the  afternoon  session. 


The  Committee  on  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.» 
reported  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  Z'S 
ADDRESS 

To  the  ME  the  Grand  Council ^  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  beg  to  report.  t 

They  join  with  the  Grand  Z.  in  his  congratulations  for  the  peace 
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and  harmony  that  exists,  not  only  in  this  Capitular  Jurisdiction,  but 
also  throughout  the  masonic  world,  and  trust  that  so  it  may  ever  re- 
main. The  danger  to  Masonry,  if  any,  lies  within  itself,  as  long  as 
the  members  are  faithful  to  its  principles  and  tenets  no  anti-Masonic 
Congress  can  ever  impair  its  great  and  glorious  Truths  and  its  un- 
paralled  history. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  note  the  continued  interest  and 
increase  of  our  beloved  Grand  Chapter.  The  Grand  Z  is  to  be  a*n- 
gratulated  on  the  number  of  official  visits  made  and  doubt  not  they 
proved  of  great  interest  and  benefit  to  the  craft. 

Your  Committee  would  urgently  direct  the  attention  of  any  of  the 
members  of  this  Grand  Body,  who  may  have  the  honor  conferred  on 
them  of  being  appointed  a  Grand  Superintendent,  to  the  remarks  of 
the  M.  £.  the  Grand  Z.  These  officers  are  especially  the  rejiresent- 
ative  of  the  Grand  Z  in  their  respective  districts  and  he  relies  on  them 
to  have  a  closer  and  more  active  supervision  than  he  can  possibly  give 
and  a  Companion  who  fails  in  his  duty  in  this  respect  deserves  more 
than  the  mild  reprimand  expressed  in  the  Grand  Z*s  address. 

The  official  actions  of  the  Grand  Z  are  endorsed  and  approved  in 
every  instance. 

Your  Committee  mourn  with  the  Grand  Z  in  his  sad  duty  of 
recording  the  death  of  the  Bminent  Companions  of  this  and  sister 
Jurisdictions  who  have  passed  away  during  the  year. 

Your  Committee  also  express  regret  that  the  short  notice  received 
of  R.  B.  Comp/  Angus  Grant's  death  prevented  so  many  of  his  old 
friends  and  comrades  in  this  Grand  Chapter  from  attending  his  funeral 
and  paying  their  last  sad  respects  to  so  worthy  a  Past  Grand  Officer. 
The  Grand  Z's  message  of  sympathy  and  condolence  to  Mrs.  Grant 
will  be  reechoed  by  every  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Your  Committee  endorse  the  suggestion  regarding  Memorial  pages 
in  the  proceedings. 

Your  Committee  endorse  heartily  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Z 
in  binding  the  proceedings  and  congratulate  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
handsome  library  now  in  their  possession. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  Grand  Z  on  the  success  of  his 
year  in  office  and  trust  it  may  ever  remain  in  his  memory  as.a  pleedant 

epoch  in  his  life.  

/EDWIN  FffCH, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 
B.  TOOKE. 

Moved  by  M.  £.  Comp.  Edson  Pitch,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  B.  Tooke,  land  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


30 


PROCSBDINGS   OP  THS 


The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts,  presented  their  report  as  follows : 

To  the  Most  ExeeUent  the  Grand  Council,  Officets  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Gtand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec: 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  reviewed  the  Reports  of  the  several 
Grand  Superintendents,  and  find  that  satisfactory  progress  in  Capitu 
lar  Masonry  is  shown  in  all  the  Districts  of  this  jurisdiction,  and 
that  peace  and  harmony  universally  prevail.  It  is  noticeable  however 
from  the  Reports,  that  some  of  the  Chapters,  have  not  been  visited 
during  the  past  year.  Such  delinquincy  on  the  part  of  Superinten- 
dents as  have  neglected  that  part  of  their  duty  is  reprehensible  and 
we  would  impress  upon  all  Grand  Superintendents  the  necessity  of 
visiting  every  chapter  at  least  once  during  their  term  of  office,  to 
personnally  inspect  the  work  as  well  as  to  extend  encouragement  to 
the  officers  and  Companions. 

Respecting  the  suggestions  of  the  Grand  Superintendent  of  Mon- 
treal District  that  the  clause  of  the  Proceedings  *'  Ordered  to  be  read 
in  all  Chapters  and  preserved  ",  be  left  off.  We  agree  with  him  that 
this  order  is  seldom,  if  ever  carried  out,  but  are  not  prepared  to  endorse 
his  suggestion,  and  instead  would  recommend,  that  the  officers  of  the 
several  chapters,  abide  by  the  order,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Companions, 
who  must  not  have  other  opportunity  of  being  informed  of  what  takes 
place  at  the  Convocations  of  the  Grand  Body. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARCH.  R.  FRAZBR,  Chairman, 
CHS.  KNOWLES. 
C.  P.  O'CONNOR. 


Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Fraser,  seconded  by  R. 
Comp.^^C.  Knawles^and  carried  : 

Thfef  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
presented  the  following  : . 

To  the  Mast  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Offmrs  and. Com- 
panions of  the  Gfand  Chaptet  of  Quebec  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  M.  £.  Grand  First  Principal  Z 
to  examine  and  report  upon  the  report  of  Grand  Scribe  £.  and  returns 
of  Subordinate  Chapters,  beg  to  report  as  follows : 

Relative  to  binding  of  the  books  and  library  of  proceedings,  U;iey 
are  pleased  to  be  assured  that  the  instructions  of  Grand  Chapter  have 
been  so  efficiently  carried  out  and  the  thanks  of  the  Qrand  Chapter 
are  due  to  those  Grand  Chapters  of  other  Jurisdictions  who  so  gener- 
ously responded  to  the  request  of  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  if  not  already 
acknowledged  in  a  formal  manner,  your  Committee  would  recommend 
that  our  Grand  Scribe  £.  convey  to  each  of  the  donors  the  thanks  of 
this  Grand  Chapter. 

We  trust  that  the  efforts  of  G.  S.  £.  to  secure  the  missing  numbers 
will  be  crowned  with  success  so  as  to  enable  him  to  complete  the 
binding  at  an  early  date. 

Your  Committee  heartily  concur  in  the  suggestion  of  G.  S.  £.  that 
the  thanks  oi  the  Grand  Chapter  are  due  to  M.  B.  Comp.  D.  Seath  for 
the  care  of  the  volumes  exercised  by  him  as  custodian  for  so  many 
years. 

Your  Committee  regrets  to  find  that  G.  S.  £.  has  again  to  complain 
of  slowness  on  the  part  of  Subordinate  Chapters  in  forwarding  returns 
and  dues  to  Grand  Chapter  and  would  suggest  that  the  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Districts  draw  the  attention  of  the  various  Chapters  to 
their  duty  and  make  it  their  special  duty  to  warn  the  delinquent 
Chapters  that  their  returns  must  be  sent  in  promptly  in  future. 

In  examining  the  returns  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  we  find  in 
the  return  of  Golden  Rule  for  1896,  that  some  Companions  have  been 
exalted  without  first  having  selected  their  mark.  In  Mount  Sutton 
Chapter,  one  Companion  his  been  exalted  without  recording  his  mark. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  increase  of  membership  in  the  Royal 
Craft  during  the-  year  and  cannot-  conclude  without  referring  to  the 
indefftigible  .ze/il,  an.d  efficiency,  of  our  M.^  E.  G.  S.  E.,  whose  well 
'kno^  interest kth^  prosperity  Of  die'  cWft  is  felt  bsf  i^^thO^.^Ju) 
experience  the  pleasure  of  coming  in  contact  with  him.  ' 
the  whole,  neverthele^r respectfully  subitiitted, 


J.  BRUCE  PAYNE, 
JOSEPH  LUTTRELL, 
G.  C  BOWN. 
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Moved  by  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  seconded  by  V.  E. 
Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Grand  Treasurer's  Statement,  reported  : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the   Grand  Council^   Officers  and 
Companiofis  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  beg  to  report  that 
they  have  carefully  examined  the  Grand  Treasurer's  books  and 
vouchers  and  find  the  same  correct. 

Balance  at  credit  of  Grand  Chapter  on  January 

29th,  1895 f45i  86 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  B.  op  January 

29th,  1896 32750 

Interest  on  deposits 12  30 

Total $791  66 

Disbursements  as  per  vouchers  filed 4 17  93 

Balance  to  credit  of  General  Fund  on  January 

aoth,  1897 373  73 

Which  amount  is  on  deposit  in  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Halifax, 
Montreal. 

BBNBVOZ^BNT  ACCOUNT. 

At  credit  of  this  account  on  January  28th9 1896  $709  44 
Interest  on  deposits. 34  70 

1734  14 
Paid  to  Mrs.  Grant ;  funeral  expenses  of  the 
•:    late  R.  H.  Comp.  Angus  Grant 67  00 

Balance  at  credit  to  this  date,  Jan.  .adth.  1897..  I667  14 

.  Which  amoont  is  on  special  deposit  in  th«  Mcrcfaasta' Bank  of 
Halifaxs  Montseal.  _.    • 

;  Respectfully  submitted,      . 

••'.7 XV  I.  It.  STEARNS, 

EDSON  FITCH, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 
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It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Edson  Fitch,  seconded  by 
R.  £.  Comp.  H.  B.  Chaunell,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 


R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  M.  LeMessurier  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  Grievances  and  Appeals,  reported, 
that  no  complaint,  grievance  or  appeal  had  been  laid  before 
them  during  the  year,  and  in  consequence  Grand  Chapter 
could  be  congratulated  on  continued  peace  and  harmony. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  M.  £.  the  Grand  Z.  requested  M.  £.  Comp.  David 
Seath,  ME.  Comp.  Edson  Fitch,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R. 
Fraser,  to  act  as  Scrutineers.  The  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  being  then  proceeded  with,  the  result  of 
the  ballot  was  reported  by  them,  and  declared  as  follows  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresddder,  Montreal re-elected  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  ••  B.  Tooke,  Montreal "  ••  H. 

R.  E.  "  H.LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D.^weeUburg**  "  J. 

M.  E.  •'  A.  D.  Nelson,  Montreal "  "  Treas. 

M.  E.  "  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Montreal ....        •*  «  vScribe  E. 

R.  E.  "  A.  G.  Sjolander,  Sherbrooke "  "      N. 

R.  E.  "  F.  F.  Farmer,  Three  Rivers **  Prin. Soj. 

The  following  Companions  were  nominated  by  the  Repen- 

sentatives  of  their  respective  Districts  as  Grand  Superin- 

tindent. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell ....  Montreal  District. 

R.  E.       **      W.  Jtt.  O' Regan..  ..Eastern  Tonwships  District 

V.  E.       •*      James  Ellis Stadacona  District. 

These  nominations  were  declared  confirmed  by  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  i 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  H.  LeRoy  Puller,  and  carried  : 

That  the  tlianks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  extended  to  the  Com' 
panions  who  acted  as  scrutineers. 
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The  MostE,  Comp.  J.  B:  Tresldder,  Grand  Z.,  subse- 
quently made  the  following  appointments  : — 

V.  E.  Comp.  F.  B.  FarnsworTh Grand  Assistftiit  Sojourner 

*«         «       J.  T.  Gr,ADSTON..v.-. "      Junior  •* 

"  •'        E.  W.  WiwoN '*      Pursuivant 

"  '*        Wm.  M acpari^ane '•      Steward 

"         "        E.  S.  Poss f '*  ** 

'*  "        T.  G.  Sykrs,  M.D.. *•  " 


STANDING  COnniTTEES. 

On  JufiispiiuDCNCc.  QmcvANccs  AND  Appeals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  JNO.  P.  NoYES Sweetsburg,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      '•        W.  M.  LeMessurier Montreal. 

R.  E.      "        R.  W.  WiUJAMS Three  Rivers, 

On  forcion  relations  and  CoimcspoNDCNec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Quebec,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      "        Wii,L.  H.  Whyte Montreal. 

R.  E.      "        Hknr V  Davidson Sherbrooke. 

On  Finance  and  Benevolence. 

M.  b:.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns Montreal,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      »*        Edson  Fitch Quebec. 

R.  E.      "        H.  E.    CHANNEL!. Staustcad. 

On  Cncocntials. 

V.  E.  Comp.  C.  F.  Dawson Montreal,  Chairman. 

V.  E.      "        James  Woods .....Quebec. 

V.  E.      * '        J.  Bruck  Payne Granby. 


NOTICE  OF  MOTION. 

Most  E.  Companion  Frank  Edgar  gave  notice  of  motion 
that  at  next  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  he  would  move 
that  Art.  7,  wSec.  4,  be  amended  as  follows  : 

That  after  the  word  "office"  in  the  second  line  and  before  the 
next  word  **in"  the  following  words  be  inserted  :  *'as  a  Grand 
Principal  or  a  Grand  Superintendent  of  District." 
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INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E,  the  Grand  Z,,  M.  E.  Coinp, 
P,  Edgar  acted  as  Installing  Officer, 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns  acting  as  Grand  Marshall, 
then  presented  the  foUowing  officers-elect,  who  were  ins- 
talled and  invested  accbrding  to  ancient  usage  :  — 

R.  H.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell..*  .Grand  Supt.  of  the  Montreal  District. 
R.  E.  Comp  James  Ellis Grand  Supt.  of  Stadacona  Districi. 

The  Excellent  Companions  re-elected,  were  duly  pro- 
claimed in  their  respective  offices. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Supt.  elect  of  the  Eastern  Townships 
District,  the  Grand  Scribe  N.,  and  the  Grand  Principal 
Sojourner  elect  not  being  present,  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
stated  that  he  would  later  on  give  instructions  when  and 
where  these  officers  elect  should  be  installed. 


GRANT  TO  THE  TEMPLE  COMPANY. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Companion  David  Seath,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  and  carried  : 

That  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  be  voteil  to  the  Montreal  Temple 
Company  for  the  use  of  the  Chapter  Hall  for  the  .\unual  Convocation 
of  Grand  Chapter  and  rental  of  space  in  the  Vaults  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  Books  and  Archives  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  the 
Finance  Committee  report  hereon  at  this  Convocation. 

Subsequently  the  Committee  on  Finance  presented  the 
following  report  which  on  motion  was  declared  carried  : 

Your  Finaiice  Committee  having  under  consideration  the  motion 
presented  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Seath  for  the  granting  of  the  vsuni  of  I'ifly 
Dollars  to  the  Montreal  Temple  Company  for  the  use  of  Vault  uccom 
modation  and  Chapter  Hall   for  Convocation,  do  hereby  approve  of 
said  resolution  and  the  granting  of  the  amount  mentioned. 

KIXSON  FITCH, 
I.  H.  STKARNS, 
January  26lh,  1S97, 


36 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE 


The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  ample  fomi  at 
ID.  ID  p.m. 


Gtand  Scribe  /? . 


Grand  Chapter  Library. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E.  acknowledges  with  many  thanks  the  follow- 
ing periodicals,  received  regularly  from  the  publishers,  in  exchange 
for  our  Proceedings.  These  publications  are  kept  on  fyle  in  the 
Reading  Room  of  the  Temple  Club  in  the  Montreal  Temple : — 

Voice  of  Masonry Chicago  1  Masonic  Constellation  . .  St.  Louis 

American  Tyler Detroit  t  Masonic  Journal Portland 

Masonic  Chronicle Columbus  |  Masonic  Token Portland 

Trestle  Board San  Francisco  |  The  Orient  Kansas  City 

Square  and  Compass Denver  \ 
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Officers  of  the  Qrand   Chapter  of   Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec,  1897-98. 


M.  E.  Conip.  J.  B.  Tresiddrr Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  **  B.  TooKK "  H. 

R.  E.  "  H.  LeRov  FUU.KR,  M.D. . .  «  J. 

M.  E.  '•  A.D.Nelson "  Treasurer. 

M.  E.  "  Will.  H.  Wh ytr *•  Scribe  E. 

R.  E.  **  A.  G.  SjOLANDKR «*  Scribe  N. 

R.  E.  **  F.  F.  Farmer "  Principal  Sojourner. 

V.  E.  «  F.  B.  Farnsworth «  Assistant        « 

V.  E.  "  J.  T.  Gladston "  Junior  " 

V.  E.  "  E.  W.  Wii^soN »•  Pursuivant. 

y.  E.  •'  Wm.  Macfarlane »*  Steward. 

V.  E.  "  E.  S.  Foss.   "  •* 

V.  E.  «  T.  G.  Sykes,  M.D "  '« 

ORANO  SUPCIIINTCNDCNTS  of  OlSTfUCTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrru, Montreal  District. 

V.  E.      •*        W.  H.  0*Regan Eastern  Townships  District. 

V.  E.      •■        James  Ellis. Stadacona  District. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 


M.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  p.  Noyes Sweetsburg.  Chairman. 

R.  E.      "        R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers. 

R.  E.      "        W.  M.  IrEMESSURiER Montreal. 

On  Forcion  Rclations  and  Coihicspondencc. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Quebec.  Chairman. 

M.  E.      "        Will.  H.  Wh vte Montreal.      . 

R.  E.       *        Henry  Davidson Sherbrooke. 

On  Finance  and  Bencvolencc. 

M.IE.  Comp.  I.  H.  STEARNS Montreal,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      "        Edson  Fitch   Quebec. 

R.  E.      "        H.  E.  Channell Stanstea<l. 

On  Crcdcntials. 


V.  E.  Comp.  C.  F.  Dawson Montreal. 

V.  E.      •*        James  Woods Quebec, 

V.  E.      '*        J.  Bruce  Payne Granby. 


.Address  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.| 

WILL.  H.  WHYTK, 

P.  O.  Box  1207,  Montreal,  P.Q. 
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Grand  Superintendents  of   DUtricts  since  the 
Orsranlzatlon  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Quebec 


MUMTRKAL 

EastbrkTowvsbifs 

Staoacoxa 

DI8TRIOT. 

District. 

District. 

1876-77- •• 

*Thomas  Milton.*. 

■ 
H.  W.  Wood.  M.D. 

Chris.  Stavely 

1877-78... 

W.M.  LeMessurier. 

Stevens  Baker 

H.  J.  Pratten 

1878-79- •• 

4« 

James  Addie..  •• 

i< 

John  McLean 

P.  T.  Thomas 

1880-81  • .. 

(I 

«< 

i( 

1881-83... 

Will.  H.  Whytc... 

t« 

It 

1883-84... 

•Joseph  Martin  . . . 

John  P.  Noyes..... 

Chas.  Knowles 

1884-85  .. 

ii 

H.  E.  Channell.... 

II 

1885-86... 

A.  G.  Adams 

Rev.W.  H.  Nye... 
H.K.  Channell.... 

Geo.  0.  Tyler 
R.  W.  Williams 

1886-87... 

(4 

1887-88... 

H.  S.  Couper 

D.  Darby 

H.Griffith 

1888-^... 

(1 

A.  D.  Stevens^M.D 

H.J.  Miller 

1889-90... 

Arch.  R.  Fraser. . . 

M.B.Schofield.... 

II 

1890-91... 

i« 

E.J.  Raymond.... 

Henry  Griffith 

1891-92... 

John  B.  Tresidder. 

«( 

B.  T.  D.  Chambers 

^892-93--' 

Geo.  O.Stanton... 

S.  Lebourveau — 

tHy.  Russell,  M.D. 

J893-94--- 

«( 

G.  W.Gilman 

Henry  Walters 

1894-95- •• 

H.  S.  Couper 

it 

1895-96... 

G.  A.  Miller 

Henry  Davidson. 

Henr\'  Griffith 

1896^7- 

John  Wilson 

W.R.Peters 

'  11 

1897-98... 

Joseph  Luttrell... 

W.  H.  0»Rcgan.... 

James  Ellis 

*  Deceased. 


^Demitted 
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ordinate  Chapters 

In  this  Jurisdiction 

• 

3I8T    ( 

GOLDEN  RULE 

DECEMBER, 

1896. 
,  SHERBOOKE. 

CHAPTER  No,  i 

Ortcinized  April  22nd,  182 

1. 

Meets  on  the  Third  Thursday  of  eaoh  Month.                 | 

OFFICERS : 

1 

V   ^   5^tevens«  • •  • 

..Z                   G.  H.  Presbv S.N. 

T?    Q  Va^ .....     ...... 

, .  H                  W.  C.  Fuller P  Soi. 

r,*  »3«  r  w^  •  •  •  •  •    ...... 

I   A    Tate 

. .T                    AV.  A.  Richsrdson S.     ** 

J  «  A*     L  «tC ••••••    ••«•    •• 

C.  Gordon 

..Treas.          A.  C  LyUc Jr.    *» 

.\.  G.  Sjolander 

..S.E.             J.  Chesney Janitor. 

PAST  OFFICERS : 

J.  H.  Graham P.Z. 

M.  B.  Schofield.. P.Z. 

Alex.  Ames P.H. 

James  Addic * 

o»  Wr .  L^ee  •■...•  • 

H.  A.  Channell.. P.J. 

E.  B.Truc ** 

Henr^'  Davidson.   " 

Chas.  Kenrick...  ** 

C.  S.  Channdl     .  *'    • 

G.H.  Presby *• 

J.  S.  Lowe *• 

H.  E.  Channell...  "    1 

A.  G.  Sjolander..   *« 
MEMBERS : 

Charles  S.  Channell 

John  Chesney 

J.  J.  Penh^le 

Clark  Gordon 

Charles  E.  Lee 

L.  J.  Chandler 

F.  D.  Butterfield 

S.  W.  Jenckes 

G.  H.  Rawlins 

Robert  C.  Parsons 

W.  W.  Bailey 

C.  R.  Jones 

H.  A.  Channell 

Charles  M.  Thomas 

Charles  Nelson 

Wm.  D.  Clark 

E.  S.  Stevens 

H.  T.  Martid 

Arthur  Wilcox 

A.  G.  Sjolander 
Henry  Davidson 

W.  R.  Lcet 

A.  G.  Lomas 

J.  0.  Duncan 
W.  S.  Gilkerson 

John  H.  Graham 

Hector  Ross 

James  Addie 

Alexander  Ames 

W.  W.  Baker 

Edwin  S.  Foss 

H.  D.  Fraser 

C.  R.  Thurber 

.\rch.  M.  Greenshields 

John  Fales 

Charles  Webb 

George  H.  Presby 

Samuel  Cooper 

J.  H.  Armstrong 

E.  Burt.  True 

John  Richards 

J.  N.  Boucher 

Ben.  W.  Uc 

A.  B.  McDonald 

J.  A.  Tate 

A.  L.  Grindrod 

John  H.  Barker 

,  A.  G.  Hawker 

Alexander  Ross 

Wm.  S.  Ross 

E.  T.  Cleveland 

Robert  C.  Cull 

Charles  Kendrick 

John  McMorine 
;  T.  D.  Newell 

George  Williamson 

E.  L.  Smith 

John  S.  Lowe 

T.  L.  Brown 
W.J.Vorsyth 

W.  A.  Richardson 

George  Gordon 

1  W.  A.  Bennett 

Wm.  H.  Uamed 

G.  H.  A.  Brocke 

,  W.  C.  Fuller 

M.  B.  McAuley 

N.  Nicholson 

•  John  Cameron 
'  Thomas  Currie 

H.  Ed.  Channell 

JohnTH.  Wright 

M.  B.  Schofield 

Jesse  Martin 

;  William  Somerville 

Wm.  H.  Ross 

James  Sangster 

'  A.  C.  Lytie 
H.  W.  W.  Johnston 

Sam.  Penniston 

A.  H.  Cummings 

John  L.  WUfdrd 

W.  A.  Morehouse 

Lorenzo  Jarratt 

Wm.  E.  Smith . 

W.  A.  Hampshire 
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STADACONA  CHAPTER,  No.  2,  QUEBEC. 

—  : .  Organized  November  l7th,  1854. 

Meets  on  Third  Wednesday  of  Sach  Month,  excepting 
Junet  July.  August  and  September. 


OFFICERS  : 


James  Woods. Z. 

James  P.  Hicks H. 

A.  E.  Seifert ..J. 

Chas.  Knowles Treas. 

C.  A.  Beuthner S.  E. 


R.  M.  Stocking S.N. 

Ed.  A.  Evans P.Soj. 

W.  M.  Andrews S.   ** 

A.J.  Colston Jr.  " 

H.  McQueen Janitor. 


Edson  Pitcli  ...•••  P.Z. 
James  Dunbar. ...    *' 
Henry  J.  Pratten.    " 
E.T.  D.  Chambers   ** 


James  Dunbar 

E.  H.  Duval 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Chas.  Knowles,  - 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
\Vm.  Mc Williams 
Henry  J.  Pratten 
G.  T.  Phillips 

F.  T.  Thomas 

G.  Rolt  White 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 

F.  T.  Thomas..  ..P.Z.    James  L.  Bell..   •  P.Z. 

Charles  Knowles.    "     t  James  Ellis *' 

Henry  Griffith. . .    **     I  James  Copeman.P.J. 

G.  Rolt  White...    '*    I 


.   MEMBERS  : 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

F.  A.  Falkenburg 
James  Woods 

J.  Langlois  Rell 
O.  B.  C.  Richanlson 
Henry  levers 
Louis  Berg 
E.  A.  Pfieffer 
Hector  McQueen 
H.  B.  Sample 
James  Ellis 
James  Copeman 


t  Albert  E.  Seifert 

I  Ed.  A.  Evans 

I  Robt.  M.  Stocking 
Jas.  P.  Hicks 

,  J.  W.  Rvder 
C.  E.  McKeon 
G.  W.  Parmelee 
C.  A.  Beuthner 
W.  M.  Andrews 
Arch.  Simons 
A.  J.  Colston 


PREVOST  CHAPTER,  No.  3,  DUNHAM. 

Organized  8th  Februaiy,  i860. 

Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  Each  Month, 


OFFICERS  : 


J.  F.  Yeates,  M.D Z. 

Ghos.  G.  Sykes H. 

Teo.  Doherty J. 

B.  A.  Longeway Treas. 

David  Cummings S.  E. 


T.Frank  Wood.... S.N. 

Geo.  B.  Longeway P.  Soj. 

A.  H.  Holden.: S.    '* 

Homer  Ingalls J.     ** 

Robert  Doherty Janitor. 
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H.  IrcRoy  Fuller, 

M.D P.Z. 

T.  Frank  Wood..  " 
Hclsou  Kemp....  " 


PAST  OPPIC8RS  : 


A.  D.  Stevens 

G.  R.  Longeway. 
W.  A.  Taylor.... 


MEMBERS  : 


P.Z, 


Homer  Ingalls..  .P.Z. 
B.  A.  Longeway . .  " 
Robert  Dohertv..  " 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 

Walter  A.  Taylor 

Edson  Kemp 

H.  URoy  Fuller,M.D, 

G.  R.  Longeway 

Hiram  Seeley 

E.  E.  Spencer 

T.  F.  Wood 

I.  B.  Seeley 


Thomas  Wood 
C.  H.  Hall 
H.  H.  Ha.stings 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Dohertv 
H.  B.  Chadburn 
A.  L.  England 
Homer  Ingalls 


Rev.  A.  H.  Visser 
Jno.  F.  Yeates,  M.D. 
E.  L.  Jenne 
Thos.  G.  Sykes  M.D- 
Georee  Doherty 
David  Cummings 
John  F.  Guillette 
A.  H.  Holden 
John  Watt 


DORCHESTER  CHAPTER,  No.  4,  GRANBY. 

Organized  March  8,  1860. 

Meets  on  Second  Thursday  of  Baoh  Month. 

OFFICERS  : 


J.  Bruce  Payne Z. 

Nelson  Mitchell H. 

K.  L.  S.  Patterson J. 

W.  R.  Homer Treas. 

John  Lincoln S.  E. 


F.  W.Taylor S.  N. 

Rev.  W.  B.  lyonghurst.-.P.  Soj. 

Alex.  Chalmpra. S.    * ' 

Wra.  Pillsworth J.     *' 

Wm.  Gould  Janitor. 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 


J.  P.  Noyes P.Z.| 

W.  A.  Taylor  ..."     i 
Geo.  H.Allen....  " 
E.  J.  Raymond..  '•    ' 
G.  E.  Robinson..  ** 


D.  Darby P.Z. 

A.  E.  Mills ** 

W.  G.  Parmelee..   " 

W.R.  Peters *' 

F.  B.  Farnsworth  ** 


J.  I.  Wallace P.H. 

D.  L.  Allan " 

J.P.Hall P.J. 

Willard  Fulle.r..   " 
R.  F.Shaw " 


PROC8BDINGS  OP  THK 


W.  G.  Parmelet; 
W.  A.  Taylor 
G.  H.  Alien 
D.  L.  Allen 
J.  P.  Noycs 
W.  I.  Briggs 
Fred  Bngland 
S.  V.  Bastman 
G.  E.  Robinson 
D.  Darby 
Jas.  Snodgrass 
Ed.  J.  Raymond 
H.J.  Beaxnan 
G.  H.  Sylvester 
John  Snodgraas 
O.  C.  Webster 
J.  I.  Wallace 
Gardner  Stevens 
C.  H.  Parmelee 
A.  H.  Nourse 


MEMBRRS  : 

I  Geo.  G.  Foster 
A.  W.  Pettes 
S.  G.  Shepherd 
J.  P.  Hall 
T.  H.  Cox 
J.  W.  Garland 
W.  T.  Shores 

'  W.  R.  Peters 
A.  E.  Mills 

.  L.  B.  Jenkins 

I  W.T.  Farber 
Arch.  McDonald 
G.  E.  Savage 
Wm.  Montford 
H.  S.  Green 
Willard  Fuller 
George  Grant 
H.  A.  Young 
R.  S.  Marston 
John  MacFarlane 


A.  C.  LyUe 
R.  F.  Shaw 
W.  H.  Graham 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson 
Wm.  Atkinson 
Jno.  S.  CDwyer 
Jno.  Irwin  Strong 
Rev.  W.  B.  Longhurst 
J.  B.  Payne 

F.  B.  Famsworth 
N.  Mitchell 

P.  S.  lolander 
W.  R.  Horner 
John  Lincoln 
William  Gould 
Rev.  A.  C.  Wilson 
F.  W.  Taylor 
W.  Pillsworth 
A.  Chalmers 
D.  R.  Cowley 


CARNARVON  CHAPTER  No.  5  MONTREAL. 

Organized  March  8,  1861. 

Meets  Seoond  Friday  of  Baoh  Month,  excepting  June,  July 
and  August. 

OPPICBRS  : 


Geo.  H.  Wilkinson Z. 

Charles  S.  Bllis H. 

J.  Ireland  Phillips J. 

J.  B.  Tresidder Treas. 

Geo.  C.  Bown S.E. 


John  Rome,  Jr S.N. 

D.  A.Young P.  Soj. 

F.  H.  Hackett S.    '^ 

H.  Higginbotham J.    *' 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


PA.ST  OFFICBRS  : 


I.  H.  Stearns 

Frank  Edgar  ... 
Will  H.  Why te. 
David  Seath.... 
J.  B.  Tresidder... 
A.  A.  Stevenson  • 
E.  M.  Copeland. 


P.Z.  I  W.  R.Cuthbert..P.Z. 

"      J.  K.  Whyte ** 

**  I  Fred  Massev....  '* 

*•  W.  E.  Cooper...  ** 

••  .  C. P. O'Connor..  *• 

*'  W.T.Anderson.  " 

"  .  E.  W.  T.  Raddon  *' 


;  Geo.  C.  Bown..     P.Z- 
John  T.  Gladston  '* 

'  J.  H.  Isaacson... P.H. 

'  W.S.  Walker...    ** 

I  C.J.  Williams...  '* 
Henry  Ashton..  '* 
James  Patterson .  P.  J. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  O^  QUXBRC 
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A.  A.  Stevenson 
J.  H.  Isaacson 
I.  H.  Stearns 
E.  M.  Copeland 
Frank  Bdgar 
Rev.  L.  C.  Wurtele 
W.  R.  Cuthbert 
James  K.  Whyte 
Will  H.  Whyte 
George  C.  fiown 
Mona  Lesser 
W.  S.  Walker 
W.  E.  Cooper 
David  Seath 
Fred  Massey 
Wm.  Ainslie 
Hugh  Vallance 
R.  A.  Kellond 
Robert  J.  Latimer 
J.  B.  Treaidder 
And.  Baile 
D.  R.  Spriggins 
T.  J.  Potter 


MEMBERS  : 

I  C.  P.  O'Connor 
j  George  P.  Brown 
'  Wm.  A.  Matley 
I  James  Kerr 
•  W.  T.  Anderson 
C.  J.  Williams 
Harry  Ashton 
I  S.  S.  Kimball 
I  B.  Wolowitch 
'  Henry  Plow 
'  J.  T.  Gladston 
,  James  Patterson 
'  Wm.  Henry 
I  W.  S.  Ward 

G.  H.  Wilkinson 
I  E.  McConkey 
C.  R.  Conieil 
C.  S.  Ellis 
W.  J.  Wight 
L.  E-  Trudeau 
I  J.  h  Phillips 
1  T.  J.  Church 
;  W.  J.  Barlow 


W.  A.  Williams 
W.  J.  Gardner 

D.  A.  Young 
W.  L.  Hogg 
P.  O.  Giroux 
W.  R.  Dunbar 

E.  J.  Renshaw 
W.  H.  Magwood 
A.  Cotton 

A.  H.  Doran 

F.  H.  Hackett 

I  J.  W.  >Thompson 
I  John  Rome 
{  W.  B.  Stephens 
I  H.  Higginbotham 
I  C.  J.  Brown 
I  T.  A.  Emmans 
I  F.  W.McKinncy 
I  W.  S.  Scuddcr 
I  J.  M.  Bowdeii 
:  G.  F.  Latty 
I  Wm.  Sharp. 


MOUNT  HOREB  CHAPTER  No.  6,  MONTREAL. 

Orgfanized  December  loth,  1863. 

Meets  Seoond  Wednesday  of  Baoh  Month,  excepting  June, 
July  and  August 

OFPICBRS  : 


J.  H.  Lalonde Z. 

M.  B.  White H. 

J.  G.Reid J. 

Charles  McLean Treas. 

W.  G.  Haire S.E. 


Oswald  Fielding S.K. 

A.  H.  Winfindale P.  Soj. 

J.  E.  Jones S.     • 

E.  H.  McGilvray Jr.   '' 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


PAST  officers: 


C.  K.  Willis.... 
Henrj'  Dunne.. 
RichardlTyler. . 
Geo.  O.  Tyler.. 


P.Z.;  H.  S.  Couper....P.Z. 

•*  IE.  Higginbottom  •* 
.  *'  I  John  Wilson....  ** 
.    "    i  S.S. Grant *' 


J.  P.  Griffin.   ...P.Z. 
Geo.  H.  Weldon.P.J. 
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PROCBKDINCkS  OP  THE 


Alex.  Nelson 
W.  L.  Perego 
I.  A.  Richardson 
R.  Tyler 
C.  R.  Willis 
G.  E.  Weldon 
John  Wilson 
G.  O.  Tvler 
H.  S.  Coupcr 
Henry  Dunne 
G.  L.'  Fischer 
G.  R.  Locker 
And.  Hardie 
Jos.  Reiber 
P.  A.  Crosby 
Alf  Meunier 
J.  H.  I^londe 
W.  M.  Briggs 
K.  Higginbottoni 
C.  Bvrd 


MEMBERS  : 

'  John  Lawrence 

I  S.  S.  Grant 

'  J.  B.  Terrv 

'  N.  Circe  ' 

I  J.  P.  Griffin 

I  W.  J.  G.  Proctor 
S.  McClatchie 

I  W.  DeMoulpied 
R.  Kllerton 
Chas.  Mclvcan 
Joseph  Dixon 
O.  Fielding 

!  D.  Leblanc 

I  Jas.  A.  Ogilvie 

'  Jos.  Youngheart 

!  S.  J.  Ritchie 
J.  F.  Thorn 

i  J.  G.  Reid 

.  M.  B.  White 

'  C.  A.  Lamb 


Walter  Mo^es 
Richard  Pring 
John  E.Jones 
Ernest  Pearse 
W.  S.  Peard 
A.  Brown 
F.  W.  Knowlton 
W.J.  Haire 
A.  H.  Winfindale 
E.  H.  McGilvrav 
T.  H.  Bailey 
E.  Packard 
Gilbert  Jones 
S.  Soloman 
J.  A.  McGilvray 
T.  Hazlewood ' 
J.  W.  Sutherland 
Ed.  Barr 
Thos.  Dvment 


MONTRKAL  CHAPTER  No.  7,  MONTREAL. 

Organized  December,  1870. 

Meets  on  Seoend  Monday  of  Each  Month,  excepting  June, 

Joly  and  August. 


W.  M.  LeMessurier  . . 

John  Moore 

W.  T.  McLaurin 

John  McLean 

C.  A .  Humphrey  . . . . , 

A.  G.  Adams P.Z 

John  McLean " 

W.M. LeMessurier.    '* 
J.C.Thurston....    *• 

F.  M.  Sowdon " 

A.  A.  Stevenson..    " 

A.  A.  Stevenson 
F.  M.  Sowdon 
A.  \V.  Akemian 
A.  G.  Adams 
John  Mcl^ean 
John  Street 
J.  C.  Thurston 
Joseph  Mitchell 
Bernard  Reed 
W.  M.  LeMessurier 
C.  A.  Humphrey 
J.  J.  Coleman 
Wni.  Hill 
T.  R.  Doran 


OFFICKRS  : 

. .  Z.  Alex.  Lockerby S.N. 

.  H.  George  Woollan P.  Soj. 

J.  Wm.  B.Clark .S.    *' 

.Treas.  ■     W.J.Kerr J.     '* 

.  S.E.  John  Lawrence Janitor. 


PAST  officers: 

Joseph  Mitchell. P.Z. 

William  Hill  ....  " 
I  Bernard  Reed  • . .  " 
I  C.  A.  Humphrey.   *• 

Geo.  O.  Stanton.    ** 
!  Joseph  Luttrell..    ** 
MEMBERS  : 

G.  O.  SUnton 
I  J.  B.  Pyke 
!  T.  G.'Leders 
'  J.  J.  Hosen 
I  J.  Luttrell 
I  Albert  Redlich 
'  (j.  H.  Stevens 

Ed.  SUcie 
'  F.  Patenautle 
I  John  Moore 
I  W.  J.  Kerr 

J.  M.  Ferguson 

W.  T.  McLaurin 
i  Thos.  Highmore 


T.  G.  Leders....P.H. 

John  Strt^et '* 

.A.  Redlich  . *' 

J  no.  B.  Pyke....     •* 


Geo.  Carson 
Geo.  Lamb 
Geo.  Woollam 
Wm.  Hostler 
'  A.  H.  Hersev 
W.  B;  Clark' 
C.  O.  Clark 
Henry  Beaumont 
•  A.  I,.  Lockerbv 
J.  K.  de  Hertel 
Amos  Cowen 
I  W.  S.  Brown 
Charles  Austin 
lyevi  Workman 


CRAND  CHAPTER  OP  QUEBKC 
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ROYAL  ALBERT  CHAPTER  No.  8,  MONTREAL. 

Orjjanized  February  i,  1871^ 

Meets  on  Third    Monday  of  March,  Jane,  September  and 

December. 

OFFICERS  : 


C.  F.  Dawson Z 

E.  W.  Wilson H. 

R.  S.  Kinghorn T. 

E.  T.  Scott Treas. 

F.  W.  Barlow S.E. 


S.  W.  Ewing S.N. 

Henry  Brophv P.S. 

Wm.  Miller..'. S.wS. 

J.  A.  Clarke J.S. 

W.  H.  Norkett Janitor 


PAST  OFKICKRS  : 


Frank  Edgar. 

I.  H.Stearns 

A.  D.  Nelson 

Rev.R.W.  Norman 

A.  R.  Fraser 

J.C.Wilson 


P.Z.     I).  Anderson P.Z. 

G.WLovejoy.MD   " 
Geo.  A.  Miller...    ** 

B.Tooke " 

H.  H.  Henshaw.    '* 
H.  W.  Atwater  .P.H. 


J.  L.  Ferguson. 
Geo.  T.  Bell... 
C.  W.  Hagar.. 
H.  W\  Aird.... 
E.  M.  Renouf. . 


P.H. 


P.  J. 


MEMBERS  : 


Frank  Edgar 
William  Miller 
I.  H.  Stearns 
Charles  Hutchison 
A.  R.  Fraser 
H.  W.  Atwater 
A.  D  Nelson 

C.  W.  Hagar 
J.  S.  Ferguson 
Rev.  R.  W.  Norman 
L.  Mclldowie 
Brock  Willet 

G.  A.  Miller 

D.  Anderson 
H.  S.  Mussen 

E.  T.  Scott 

C.  J.  Mclntyre 

G.  W.  Lovejoy,  M.  D. 

G    McKenzie 

L.  C.  Barnev 


T.  P.  Butler 

R.  C.  Simpson 

J.  C.  Wilson 

G.  R.  W.  Kittson 

H.  W.  Aird 

Hon.  M.  McT.  Tait 

Jas.  Cunningham- 

Robt.  Mellis 

Alex.  McDougall 

C.  R.  Chisholni 

E.  M.  Renouf 

B.  Tooke 
John  Porteous 

C.  F.  Dawson 
H.  A.  Hutchins 
H.  H.  Henshaw 
S.  W.  Ewing 
G.  T.  Bell 

R.  S.  Kinghorn 
John  Wilson 


John  Simmons 
Fred.  Haworth 
Henry  Brophy 
E.  W.  Wilson 
J.  J  Robson 

E.  H.  Brown 
W.  E.  Bradshaw 
Wm.  Buell 

H.  L.  Lvnian 
D.  C.  McNaughton 
W.  F.  Egg 
[as.  Renwick 
G.  G.  Robinson 
John  G.  Poole 
Fred.  W.  Barlow 

F.  F.  Parkins 
J.  A.  Clarke 
R.  J.  Inglis 
J.  Co  we  Jr 
D.  F.  Smith 
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PROCBBDINGd  OF  TRB 


BEDFORD  CHAPTER  No.   lo,  BEDFORD. 

Organized  August  3rd,  l88a 
Meets  Tuesday  Before  Full  Moon  Baoh  Month. 

OPPICBRS  : 

George  S.  Walsh Z.  G.  H.  Jones,  Sr. S.  N. 

George  E.  Crellar H.  E.  F.Currie P.  Soj. 

E.  W.Morgan J.  D.A.Hart S.    •' 

Edward  Coslctt Treas.       .    G.  A.  Coslett Jr.  ** 

S.  E.  K.J.Borden Janitor. 

PAST  OKFICBRS: 

Hobart  Butler. . . . P.Z.,  W.  A.  Shelters. . .  P.Z. 
Rev.  H.W.  Nye..  "    !  F.  H.  Throop....     ' 
Geo.  W.  Gilman,.  *•    |  G.  A.  Coslett....   *• 


H.  H.  Hastings     P.Z. 

S.  Coslett P.  J. 

J.  M.  Hill,  Jr....   ** 


Hobart  Butler 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Geo.  W.  Gilman 

C.  A.  Rice 
W.  O.  Breck 
H.  C.  Hall 

H.  H.  Hastings 
E.  A.  Burret 

D.  A.  Hart 
N.  M.  Blinn 


MBMBBRS  : 
B.  T.  Rice 
Geo.  A.  Coslett 
Edward  Coslett 
Samuel  Coslett 
L.  G.  Burnell 
J.  M.  Ferris 
W.  H.  Smith 
G.  A.  Jones,  Sr. 
W.  A.  Shelters 
F.  H.  Throop 


F.  J.  Borden 
H.  A.  Blackwell 
E.  J.  Taylor 
Geo.  S.  Walsh 
Geo.  E.  Crellar 
J.  M.Hill,  Jr.. 
E^win  F.  Currie 
Edw.  W.  Morgan 


SHAWENEGAM  CHAPTER  No.  ii,  THREE  RIVERS. 

Organized  January  l3th,  1884. 

Meets  First  Wednesday  of  Baoh  Month. 

OFFICERS  : 

James  Tebbutt S.  N. 

F.J.  Argall P.  Soj. 

N.  Lymburner S.    ** 

J.  V.  Nicol J 

Thos.  H.  " 


R.  W.Williams Z. 

\.  D.Ritchie H. 

Wm.  Wallace J. 

R.  W.  Williams Treas. 

R.C.  Argall S.  E. 


Argall Janitor. 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 


G.  O.  Tyler P.Z.,  E.  M.  Copeland.  P.Z.I  F.  F.  Farmer P.Z- 

R.  W.Williams..   *•    |  I.H.Stearns.....   "     I  A.D.Ritchie....   ** 
W.  B.  Smith "     1  David  Seath "     i  E.  N.  Pike P.H. 


Geo.  O.  Tyler 
E.  M.  Copeland 
S.  W.  Butterfield 
1.  H.  Stearns 
David  Seath 
R.  W.  Williams 


MBMBBRS  : 

F.  F.  Farmer 
W.  B.  Smith 
A.  D.  Ritchie 
J.  V.  Nicol 
E.  N.  Pike 
J.  A.  Woodman 


William  Wallace 
F.  J.  Argall 
T.  H.  Argall 
J.  W.  Smith 
James  Tebbutt 
R.  C.  Argall 


GRAND  CHAPTBH  OK  QUKBKC 
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MOUNT  SUTTON  CHAPTER  No.  12,  SUTTON. 

Organized  January  12,  1895* 

Meeta  First  Saturday  After  Full  Moon. 

OFFICERS  : 


Chas.  C.  Dyer Z. 

R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D..H. 

Geo.  E.  Clark J. 

E.  R.  Shepard Treas. 

H.  H.  Dyer vS.  E. 


C.  S.  Scofield S.  N. 

H.  A.  Parsons P.  Soj. 

T.  A.  Olmstead S.    *' 

Geo.  N.  Thompson J.    " 

E.  G.  Curley Janitor. 


John  P.  Noves.- 
W.  H.  O' Regan. 


PAST  OFFICBRS  : 

...P.Z.  I    W.  Macfarlane. 


.P.Z. 


John  P.  Noyes 
W.  H.  O' Regan 
Eugene  A.  Dyer 
R.T.  Macdonald  ,IM.d! 

F.  A.  Olmstead 
H.  A.  Parsons 

G.  E.  Clark 
R.  Curley 
W.  Macfarlane 
Chas.  C.  Dyer 


MKMBBRS : 

N.  J.  Wyatt 

A.  W.  Westover 

H.  F.  Darrah 

F.  H.  Page 

E.  E.  Gleason 

E.  R.  Shepard 

H.  H.  Dyer 

J.  M.  Ruiter 

Rev.  W.  P.  Chambers 

L.  J.  Demers 


E.  E.  Mills 
A.'E.  Ralston' 
M.  M.  Harris 
J.  McC.  Starke 
G.  N.  Thompson 
E.  G.  Curley 
C.  S.  Scofield 
C.  S.  Rockard 
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PROCKKDINGS    OF  THK 


GRAND  SECRETARIES. 


Grand  Cmaptkrk. 


Alabauia. .    . 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California  .. 
Canada.  ... 
Colorado.  .. 
Connecticut 


Delaware.    ,....  January 


Dist.  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgria 

Illinois , 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa .'. 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts. . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi  

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Bnuiswick. 
New  Hampshire.' 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

North  Carolina . . 
North  Dakota.... 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.  .. 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island... 
South  Carolina . . 
South  Dakota... 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia ,  . 

Washington  ... 
West  Virginia.. 
Wisconsin 


Annual 
ConvocAtioii. 


December. 
November . . 
November  . 
April 

January 

September . . 
May 


Tune 

November  . . 
February- . . . 
G.  G.  Chapttr...jTrien-i897.. 


December. . 

May , 

.^pri 

October. ... 
October.  — 
August .  . .  • . 

October 

February . . 
October..... 

Februarv . • 
May........ 

November  . 
December. . 

January 

October.  . . . 

February . . 
April ....... 

September.. 
December  . . 

June* 

April 

May 

May 

Februarv  . . . 


Grand  Skcketaries. 


ADDRESS 


H.  C.  Armstrong iMontgomtry 

Geo.  J.  Roskrugc ......  j Tucson 

James  \,  Henry j  Little  Rock 

Thos.  H.  Caswell Isan  Francisco 

Thomas  Sargant j  Toronto 

E.  C.  Parmelee IDenver 

Tas.  McCormick Hartford 

James  H.  Price iWilmingtou 

A.  W.  Johnson | Washington 

William  A.  McLean. . . jjacksonville 

A.  M.  Wolihin iMacon 

Gilbert  W.  Barnard. . . .  tChicago 
William  H.  Smythe..  ..i Indianapolis 

Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka 

.-Vlf .  Wingate JDes  Moines 

Tacob  DeWitt jSeliua 

Henry  B.  Grant JLouisville 

Richard  Ivaml)ert iNew  Orleans 

Stephe  n  Berry I  Portland 

George  L.  McCahan.  ..1  Baltimore 

Sera  n  us  Bo  wen !  Boston 

Jefferson  S.  Conover. . . , Cold  water 
Thomas  Montgomery..  St.  Paul 

L.  Power Jackson 

William  H.  Mayo St.  I^uis 

Cornelius  Hedges. «•••  ;Helena 

William  R.  Bowen |Omaha 

Chauncey  N.  Noteware-Carson  City 

William  A.  Ewing iSt.  John,  N.B. 

George  P.  Cleaves jConcord 

George  B.  Edwards. . . .  Tersey  City 
Christopher  G.  Fox. . .  Buffalo 

May Horace  H.  Munson ....  iWilmingtou 

Jwiie Frank  J.  Thompson . . .  Fargo 

Jiine I  David  Neish,  p.t Halifax 

October Charles  C.  Kiefer Urbana 

June ijas.  F.  Robinson Eugene 

December  . .  Icharies  Cary. Philadelphia 

January | Will.  H.  Whyte [Montreal 

March j  William  R.  Green .'Providence 

February  . . .  i  A.  E.  Fugle -Columbia 


June iGcorge  A.  Pettigrew 

January jWm.  A  Clendemng,. . 

Decemlier  . .  |George  Lopas,  Jr 

.  June I  Warren  G.  Reynoldp. . 

November  ..  I Jas.  P.  Blanks , 


Yancy  T.  Blalock . 

OdellS.  Long 

John  W.  Laflin.... 
Christopher  G.  Fox... 


Flandreau 

Nashville 

Houston 

Burlington 

Petersburg 

Walla  Walla 

Charleston 

Milwaukee 

Buffalo 
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Representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of'  Quebec,  near 
other  Grand  Chaptres. 

Grand  CHArrKRS.  Reprkhentativk.  Rksidkkck. 

Alabama 1  lenry  H.  Matthews Montgomery 

Arkansas T.  M.'Horsfall Hazen 

California W.  Buckley  Davis Sacramento 

Canada Daniel  Spry Ix>ndon 

Colorado David  J^aSalle Leadville 

Connecticut K.  Tweedy Danbury 

i:)elaware Alfred  G.  Cox Middleton 

District  of  Columbia J.  M.  Yznaga Wat  hington 

Florida Roljert  J.  Perry Key  West 

Georgia E.  H.  Reed Waycross 

Illinois William  L.  Milligan Ottawa 

Indiana Isaac  P.  Leydon New  Albany 

Indian  Territory ...  Hon.  Selwyn  I>onglass.     Oklahoma 

Iowa Richard  Hermann Dubuque 

Kansas W.  G.  Graham,  M.  D . . . .  Winfield 

Kentucky J.  W.  Hopper IvOiiisville 

Louisiana Andrew  Hero,  Jr New  Orleans 

Maine Joseph  M.  Hayes. liath 

Maryland Charles  F.  Achey. Baltimore 

Massachusetts B.  Sanford,  Jr Brockton 

Minnesota W.  J.  Hahn Minneapolis 

Mississippi B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus 

Missouri W.  M.  Williams Boonville 

Montana J.J.  Hindson Helena 

Nebraska Geo.  T.  Sprecher Norkfolk 

New  Brunswick George  M.  Jarvis Moncton 

New  Hampshire G.  P.  Cleaves Conconl 

New  Jersey G.  B.  Ivlwards Jersey  Heights 

New  York'. Frank  G.  Belles Unandilla 

Nevada William  Sutherland Virginia  City 

North  Carolina S.  Douglas  Wait Raleigh 

North  DakoU H.  M.Wheeler Grand  Forks 

Nova  Scotia William  Crowe Halifax 

Ohio R.  C.  Ivemmon Toledo 

Oregon John  J.  Spencer McMinville 

Pennsylvania John  McKain Duquesne 

Rhode  Lsland W.  C.  T.  Wardwell Bristol 

South  Carolina J.  H.  McKessick Union 

South  Dakota Ivan  W.  Goodner. .......  Pierre 

Tennessee Joseph  M.  Anderson Lebanon 

Texas R.  M.  Elgin Houston 

Vermont Marsh  O.  Perkins Wimlsor 

Virginia Leslie  J.  Talbott Lynchburg 

Washington Ralph  Guichard Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia Hugh  Sterling .  • Wheeling 

Wisconsin W.  C-  Swain Milwaukee 
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Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Grand  Chapters.  .   Kkprkskntativu.  Kesidkncb, 

Alabama 

Arkansas R.  Tyler.   Montreal 

California Frank  Edgar 

Canada  Will.  H.  Why te 

Colorado D.  Darby Waterloo 

Connecticut E.  M.  Copeland Berthier 

Delaware H.Dunne Montreal 

District  of  Columbia G.  A.  Miller 

Florida A.  G.  Adams ** 

Georgia F.  Massey  *' 

Illinois A.  D.  Nelson 

Indiana Edson  Fitch Quebec 

Indian  Territory John  Wilson Montreal 

Iowa John.  McLean ** 

Kansas James  Addie Milby 

Kentucky C  R.  Willis Montreal 

Louisiana Hy.  Davidson Sherbrooke 

Maine James  Dunbar,  Q.C Quebec 

Maryland H.  J.  Pratten " 

Massachusetts. J.  B.  Tresidder Montreal 

Minnesota John  P.  Noyes,  Q.C Sweetsburg 

Mississippi D.  Anderson Montreal 

Missouri W.  M.  I^eMessurier *' 

Montana W.  A.  Taylor.   ••  •  •  • Waterloo 

Nebraska G.  H.  Presby Sherbnx>ke 

New  Brunswick Arch.  R.  Fraser Montreal 

New  Hampshire I.  H.  Stearns ** 

New  Jersey .  • David  Seath " 

New  York J.  H.  Graham,  LL.  D . .  • .  Richmond 

Nevada Charles  Knowles Quebec 

North  Carolina. Rev.  H.  W.  Nye Bedford 

North  Dakota R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers 

Nova  Scotia Henrv  Griffith Quebec 

Ohio E.  T.'D.  Chambers 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania A.  A.  Stevenson   Montreal 

Rhode  Island H.  E.  Channell Stanstead 

South  Carolina ....H.  S.  Couper Montreal 

South  Dakoto W.  H.  O'Regan utton 

Tennessee Joseph  Mitchell .«•. .  Montreal 

Texas Geor^re  O.  Stanton ** 

Vermont W.  Bickerton  Smit^ Granby 

Virginia E  J.  Raymond. Waterloo 

Washington George  E.  Robinson ** 

West  Virginia A.  D.  Stevens,  M.  D Dunham 

Wisconsin H.  L.  Fuller,  M.  D Sweetsburg 


In  Memoriam 


ANGUS  GRANT 

Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  6. 
MONTBEAIi. 


Past  Grand  Second  Principal  H. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE 

M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama. 


Died  at  Prescott,  Ont. 

Ausrust  15th,  1896. 


In  flemoriam. 


F.  W,  W.  BOWEN. 


Golden  Bale  Chapter,  No.  1. 
8HERBBOOKE. 


Past  Grand  Scribe  N. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 


Died  at  Sherbrooke,  Que, 

January  3,  1896. 


In  riemoriam. 

EDWIN    HALL. 

PrevoBt  Chapter  No.  8. 
DUNHAM 


Past  Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 


GRAND  REPREvSENTATIVK 


M.  E.  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota. 


Died  at  Dunham,  Que. 

March  12,  1896. 


In  riemoriam. 


Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  ilontreal. 

ALFRED  LkMESvSURIHR. 


ilontreal  Chapter  No.  7,  ilontreal. 

ALEXANDER  KYLE. 


Royal  Albert  Chapter  No.  8,  ilontreal. 

GEORGE  ().  EDWARDS. 


iVIount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12,  5utton. 

GEORGE  E.  DYER. 
HORACE  S.  BIGELOW. 


APPENDIX 


1897. 

BY    E.    T.    D-    CHAMBERS. 


To  the  cMost  Excellent  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Officers  and 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  %oyal  tArch 
(Masons,  Quebec : 


HREE  years  ago,  when  your  then  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and 
Correspondence  was  honored  by  unanimous 
election  to  the  office  of  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal Z.,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  it  was  not  without  some 
feeling  of  regret  that  he  laid  down  the  pen 
of  the  Reviewer  to  assume  the  gavel,  and  for  a  time,  at 
least,  interrupted  the  happy  relations  of  his  official  inter- 
course with  the  Reviewers  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters,  from 
whom  he  had  experienced,  for  a  number  of  years  pre- 
viously, so  much  consideration,  courtesy  and  regard.  It 
was  not  a  very  difficult  task  to  name  his  successor.  His 
predecessor  in  the  office  of  Grand  Chapter  Reviewer  had 
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retired,  upon  his  own  election  as  Grand  •*  Z  "  in  1888, 
after  a  remarkably  sccessful  term  of  office  as  Chairman  bf 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Correspondence. 
It  was  at  the  request  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  Will 
H.  Whyte  that  the  present  writer  took  up  the  work  that 
he  laid  down  in  1888,  and  when  in  1894,  he  was  also  ele- 
vated to  the  principal  chair  in  Grand  Chapter,  where  else 
could  be  have  looked  for  so  able  a  successor  in  the  Re- 
porter's chair,  as  his  own  predecessor  in  that  office  ?  M. 
Ex.  Companion  Whyte  has  turned  the  tables  upon  him 
however,  by  requesting  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand 
•*  Z  **  to  name  this  writer  to  again  succeed  him  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Corres- 
pondence. It  was  impossible  to  decline  the  request  of 
one  who  was  so  ready  to  relieve  us  of  a  similar  duty  three 
years  ago»  and  hence  it  happens  that  we  again  find  our- 
selt  in  the  Reviewers  Chair,  surrounded  by  the  volumes 
of  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters.  They  are  all 
old  friends  and  we  are  glad  to  renew  their  acquaintance. 
It  affords  us  pleasure  to  enjoy  again  the  society  of  those 
Companion  Reviewers  with  whom  we  have  lingered  in  the 
past  in  such  delightful  masonic  environment.  We  thank 
them  for  the  kind  things  they  said  of  us  when  we  withdrew 
from  their  circle.  We  appreciate  highly  the  graceful  com- 
pliments paid  by  many  of  them  upon  the  occasion  of  our 
election  as  Grand  **  Z  ".  We  are  grateful  for  their  gene- 
rous and  indulgent  notice  of  our  two  years'  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  our  Grand  Chapter.  We  miss  a  few  with 
whom  we  have  held  fraternal  communication  in  the  past, 
from  the  Guild  of  Grand  Chapter  Reviewers,  They  have 
passed  within  the  veil,  have  carried  their  work  up  with 
them  for  the  inspection  of  the  Chief  Overseer,  and  will 
undoubtedly   receive  their  reward.     While  the   thought 
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of  their  disappearance  is  saddening,  our  sorrow  is  not 
without  hope.  We  tender  a  full  assurance  of  our  sym- 
pathy to  all  who  mourn. 

Without  further  introduction  we  append,  hereto,  our 
review  of  all  the  volumes  ofproceedings  that  have  reached 
us  from  Sister  Grand  Chapters  : 


CALIFORNIA— 1896. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  California  claims  a  total  mem- 
bership of  5,178  for  its  67  constituents. 

Grand  Chapter  met  in  its  42nd  annual  convocation  at 
San  Francisco,  on  the  21st  April,  1896. 

M,  Ex,  Comp.  Adolphus  Hewel,  of  whom  a  handsome 
portrait  appears  as  frontispiece  to  the  volume  of  proceed- 
ings, presided  as  Grand  High  Priest.  59  Chapters  were 
represented  ;  so  was  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Buckley  Davis. 

We  learn  with  sincere  regret  of  the  deaths  of  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  E.  L.  Crawford,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the 
presiding  Grand  High  Priest,  and  of  Companion  Belcher, 
a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California. 

The  net  increase  in  membership  during  the  year  was  56. 

By  far  the  most  important  matter  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  or  in 
fact  by  any  body  else,  was  that  concerning  a  member  of 
one  of  the  Chapters,  who  after  disobeying  the  edict  of 
Grand  Chapter  and  taking  the  Cerneau  degrees,  resisted 
masonic  trial  for  his  offence  by  invoking  the  Courts  of 
law.  An  injunction  obtained  by  him  from  a  judge  was 
finally  dismissed  by  the  Superior  Court  after  a  four  days' 
argument,  and  he  was  tried  and  expelled  from  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  as  also  was  a  member  of  a  Chapter  in 


CAtlPORNlA. 


Michigan,  residing  in  California,  who  engaged  in  con- 
ferring the  Cerneau  degrees  and  in  instituting  Lodges  of 
Perfection  of  that  Rite.  Grand  Chapter  approved  the 
expulsion  in  both  cases,  and  the  prosecutions  ordered  by 
the  Grand  Master.  It  could  not  have  done  less,  nor  could 
the  Grand  Master  himself,  as  he  clearly  shows  in  the  fol- 
lowing commentary  upon  his  action  : — 

'*The  task  has  been  irksome,  and  anything  but  pleasant  My 
obligation,  however,  left  no  alternative.  As  the  executive  bead  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  this  State,  it  was  my  plain  duty  to  see  that  the 
laws  and  regulations  enacted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  should  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  by  its  subordinates,  and  by  the  members  of  the 
Order  subject  to  its  jurisdiction.  In  my  efforts  to  enforce  compliance 
with  its  edicts,  I  have  been  actuated  soly  by  my  sense  of  duty  to  the 
Order.  I  have  enforced  obedience  to  this  regulation  simply  because 
it  was  the  law  ;  and  permit  me  to  say,  that  whatever  may  have  been 
my  own  views  originally,  or  whatever  might  have  been  said  generally, 
as  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of  its  enactment,  it  being  the  laWy 
it  must  now  be  enforced  qs  such.  In  my  humble  judgment,  this 
Grand  Chapter,  having  heretofore,  by  the  enactment  of  this  general 
regulation,  committed  itself  to  an  attitude  of  hostility  towards  all 
fraudulent,  clandestine  and  illegitimate  (so-called)  Masonry,  it  cannot 
now  that  the  isAe  has  been  made,  the  challenge  accepted,  and,  when 
Masons,  owing  allegiance  and  obedience  to  it,  have  risen  in  open 
rebellion,  with  honor  to  itself  recede  from  the  position  it  has  deliber- 
ately assumed,  until  it  has  compelled  obedience  to  its  laws  and  edicts, 
quelled  and  extinguished  all  insubordination  and  disobedience  among 
the  members  of  the  Order,  subject  to  its  authority,  and  thus  vindic- 
ated its  status  as  the  Supreme  law-making  power  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  within  this  jurisdiction.'* 

An  admirable  report  on  following  correspondence, 
covering  io6  pages  was  submitted  by  Companion  William 
Abraham  Davies. 

Quebec's  proceedings  for  1895  have  very  fraternal 
notice,  and  he  quotes  approvingly  from  the  address  of  the 
Grand  Z.  and  the  reports  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Will.  H. 
Whyte,  both  as  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  as  Chaitman  of  the 
Committee   on    Foreign   Correspondence.     After   repro- 
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ducing  Comp.  Whyte's  concluding  remarks,  which  he  says 
are  of  decided  interest,  and  mark  him  as  one  who,  having 
an  opinion,  does  not  hesitate  to  write  it,  Comp. .  Davies 
remarks  that  he  consider  it  "a  very  good  diagnosis  of  the 
Capitular  condition.  The  result  of  his  experience,  refer- 
ring to  useful  Masons,  confirms  the  opinions  of  observant 
brethren  —  show  me  an  enthusiastic  useful  member  of 
Chapter  and  Commandery,  and  you  will  almost,  without 
exception,  find  one  who  is  zealous  in  the  discharge  of 
his  Lodge  duties  —  in  fact  he  is  a  Mason  all  over,  either 
on  foot  or  on  horseback." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Flint,  Sn,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Hubbakd  Caswell, 

Grand  Secretary. 

COI-ORADO.— 1896. 

The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Colorado  met  in 
22nd  annual  convocation  at  Denver,  on  September  17th, 
1896,  M.  Ex.  Comj).  George  T.  Cooper,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

Thirty  of  the  thirty-two  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction 
were  represented. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  the  following  under  the  head- 
ing "State  of  the  Order"  in  the  Grand  High  Priest's 
address :  — 

"  No  serious  contention  has  interrupted  the  harmony  which  should 
exist  among  us,  and,  notwithstanding  the  business  depression  which 
has  shed  its  blighting  influence  over  so  many  industries  throughout 
the  entire  country,  our  chapters  are  prosperous  and  the  returns  from 
them  show  a  small  increase  in  membership." 

Amongst  his  decisions  we  note,  he  says  that  "The 
High  Priest  or  any  officer  elected  to  succeed  himself  must 
be  installed."     In  Quebec  we  avoid  the  necessity  for  r^- 
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installation  in  the  case  of  re-elected  officers,  by  installing 
all  officers  "  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  or  until  my 
successor  shall  have  been  elected  and  installed  in  my  steady 

The  present  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  is 
2490,  being  a  net  gain  of  34. 

Companion  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster,  in  an  interesting 
review  of  over  a  hundred  printed  pages  reports  upon  the 
proceedings  of  sister  Grand  Chapters.  He  comments 
freely  and  fearlessly  and  we  have  much  enjoyed  the 
reading  of  his  report.  He  has  a  charming  notice  of 
Quebec  for  1896,  and  the  present  writer  returns  thanks 
for  kind  and  sympathetic  references.  He  quotes  approv- 
ingly and  at  length  from  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte's 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  and  after  printing  his 
loyal  references  to  the  difficulty  that  a  year  ago  threat- 
ened the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  says : — 

'*  Being  a  native  Britisher,  although  no  longer  owing  allegiance  to 
that  great  nation,  we  appreciate  the  above  remarks  and  truly  believe 
that  it  is  more  jingo  and  politics  that  tries  to  stir  up  strife  where  peace 
should  exi^  than  any  ill  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  American  people 
toward  their  European  cousins  *' 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  James  H.  Peabody,  Grand  High  Priest- 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,      -      Grand  Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT— 1896. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  is  older  than  the 
century.  On  the  12th  May  1896  it  met  at  Hartford  in 
its  98th  annual  convocation. 

Grand  High  Priest  James  R.  Post  presided  and  paid  a 
tribute  of  sympathy  with  the  Sister  Grand  Bodies  who 
had  been  visited  by  the  Angel  of  Death.  His  own  Grand 
Chapter  had  been  mercifully  spared  during  the  preceding 
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year.  His  brief  though  clear  expose  of  his  official  acts 
calls  for  no  particular  reference,  but  his  administration 
was  a  peaceful  one  and  he  has  our  congratulations  accord- 
ingly. There  was  an  increase  of  218  during  the  year  in 
the  membership  of  the  38  subordinate  Chapters,  making 
the  total  5,433. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  A.  Barlow  submits  a  very 
admirable  report  on  correspondence.  We  quite  agree  with 
him  that  in  order  to  give  deeper  meaning  to  the  words 
**  In  the  grave  all  ranks  are  levelled,  all  distinctions  done 
away",  no  other  masonic  burial  service  is  necessary, 
whether  for  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  or  a  Knight  Templar, 
than  that  provided  for  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge. 

He  has  a  very  generous  notice  of  Quebec's  (1895)  pro- 
ceedings, quoting  extensively  from  the  report  of  the  Grand 
"  Z  "  and  from  M.  Ex.  Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte's  re- 
port on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  fully  agrees  with 
the  latter  that  the  P.  M*s  degree  might  well  have  been 
dispensed  with,  but  thinks  that  to  abolish  it  now  will 
make  confusion  and  disorder  among  the  Royal  Craft  and 
states  that  he  believes  in  a  thorough  reformation  in  the 
manner  of  conferring  it  rather  than  in  its  abolishment. 
There  is  decidedly  much  room  for  reformation  in  this 
respect. 

From  his  conclusion  we  take  the  following  : 

"  We  are  pleased  to  find  Capitular  Masonry  in  most  of  the  jurisdictions  in 
a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition,  although  in  many,  the  continued  finan- 
cial depression  still  prevents  a  large  increase  in  membership.  From  our 
usual  statistical  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  39  jurisdictions,  there  is  a  gain 
of  6,189,  ^nd  in  10,  there  in  a  slight  loss,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
66,  making  the  net  gain,  6,123,  as  compared  with  7,033  last  year,  and  in  all  a 
hopeful  outlook  for  the  future. 

There  are  no  new  subjects  presented,  save  that  of  elimination  of  the  Past 
Master  degree  from  the  Capitular  degree.  Such  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  As  stated  in  other  portions  of  the  report,  we 
believe  it  would  be  far  better  to  omit  a  large  portion  of  the  burlesque  ceremo* 
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nies  too  often  made  use  of  in  the  conferring  of  this  degree  and  strive  rather  to 
inculcate  its  useful  lessons,  than  to  attempt  to  strike  it  out,  and  thus  bring 
confusion  and  disorder  to  the  Royal  Craft, — ^in  fact,  let  us  have  as  little  ritual 
tinkering  as  possible. 

It  is  with  feelmgs  of  gratitude  to  the  Great  I  AM  that  so  far  as  we  are 
informed,  none  of  the  members  of  the  reportorial  corps  have  been  removed 
by  death  the  past  year." 

M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  S.  Lamb,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Companion  James  McCormick,  Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE.— 1896. 

Delaware's  last  volume  of  proceedings  contains  a  por- 
trait of  Virginius  V.  Harrison,  the  new  Grand  High 
Priest  It  was  Grand  High  Priest  Eugene  Massey  who 
presided  at  the  28th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  held  at  Wilmington,  on  the  15th  January,  1896. 
From  his  address,  we  learn  with  deep  regret,  of  the  deaths 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Davidson,  Past  Grand 
Treasurer  James  H.  Cameron,  and  Past  Grand  King 
Robert  W  Bimie.  The  latter  was  born  in  the  City  of 
Quebec  in  1831. 

The  membership  of  the  four  constituent  Chapters  in- 
creased from  583  to  595  during  the  year. 

Companion  V.  V.  Harrison  again  submitted  a  very 
readable  report  on  correspondence,  and  there  is  a  great 
improvement  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  printed,  the 
original  matter  and  extracts  being  distinguished,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  by  type  of  different  size. 

His  notice  of  Quebec's  volume  of  proceedings  for  1895 
is  kind  and  fraternal.  He  is  generous  to  the  address  read 
that  year  by  the  present  writer  and  truly  says  of  M.  Ex. 
Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte's  Foreign  Correspondence 
report  that  it  ranks  with  the  best. 
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His  concluding  glance  over  the  field  of  Capitular 
Masonry  persuades  him  that  "there  are  but  few  new 
questions  presented.  Peace  and  harmony  prevail  and  not 
withstanding  the  depressed  condition  of  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  country,  the  Royal  Craft  has  enjoyed  a 
fair  degree  of  prosperity  during  the  year  just  closed. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  a  better  administration  of  the  laws 
and  usages  o^  the  fraternity.  Grand  Officers  are  *  hewing 
closer  to  the  line.'  Fewer  dispensations  are  being  granted 
to  railroad  candidates  through  the  Capitular  degrees  in 
order  to  qualify  them  for  the  orders  of  knighthood.  The 
'stepping  stone  '  cry  so  often  heard  along  the  line  is  on 
the  wane.  *  Dependent  Membership '  and  '  Physical 
Qualifications '  have  their  advocates  and  opponents.  The 
'  Ritual  tinker '  is  in  evidence  and  the  P.  M.  degree  is 
being  buffeted  about  without  mercy."  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  the  latter  deserves  all  it  gets. 

Companion  Harrison,  though  now  serving  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  consented,  at  the  request  of  Grand  Chapter 
to  continue  the  duties  of  Foreign  Correspondent  We 
congratulate  him  upon. the  signal  honor  thus  conferred. 

M.E.Comp.  ViRGiNiusV.  Harrison,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jamf.s  H.  Price,        -        Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA— 1896. 

The  fiftieth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Florida  was  heW  at  Jacksonville  on  the  12th  and  13th 
May  1896. 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  had  increased 
during  the  year  from  639  to  675. 

A  brief  review  of  his  term  of  office  was  presented  by 
the  Grand   High  Priest,  and  Companion  Jewell,  Deputy 
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Grand  High  Priest,  delivered  an  address  in  celebration  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand 
Body. 

From  the  conclusion  of  this  eloquent  address  we  take 
the  following  words  : 

"  For  the  most  of  as,  Companions,  the  time  of  labor  is  drawing  to  a  close 
What  we  woald  do  we  must  do  quickly.  Soon  we  shall  be  called  to  receive 
our  "  wages  "  from  the  Grand  Senior  Warden,  Him  who  sitteth  at  the  right 
hand  of  God ;  and  when  we  piesent  our  "  tokens/'  may  it  be  said  that  our 
work  here  was  well  done,  "  good  work,  true  work,  square  work,"  such  work 
as  was  fit  for  the  building  of  the  temple  of  a  noble  life 

May  our  Arch  of  Life,  which  spans  the  Present  and  the  Future  and  whose 
foundations  are  Time  and  Eternity  be  bound  together  with  the  Keystone  of 
Faith.  And  when  at  last  we  shall  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil above,  may  we  be  in  possession  of  that  Grand  Omnific  Word,  which 
shall  admit  us  into  that  temple  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens.'* 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Jewell,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
IL  E.  Comp.  Wm.  a.  McLean,     -     -     Grand  Secretary. 


GEORGIA— 1896. 

Georgia's  last  volume  of  the  Grand  Chapter  proceedings 
bears  on  its  first  pages  portraits  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
Jas,  W.  Taylor  and  of  the  veteran  Grand  Secretary,  M,  E. 
Companion  Andrew  M.  Wolihin. 

The  74th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  Macon  on  the  29th  April  1896. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Wessolowsky  presided,  and 
Quebec's  representative.  Companion  Y.  A.  Wright,  was 
present. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  particularly 
attractive  in  both  manner  and  matter,  and  betokens  judi- 
cious, thought  and  reflection  in  preparation,  scholarly  at- 
tainments of  mind  and  remarkable  felicity  of  expression. 
He  says,  for  instance  :  — 
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''  The  highest  note  sounded  by  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  contained  in  the 
Hebrew  injunction  Kodosh  L'adonai — Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

Holiness  is  the  highest  aim  of  mankind,  of  Masons  and  of  our  Order. 
Holiness,as  interpreted,  means  ** Freedom  from  the  stain  of  Sin.**  It  is  the  high- 
est attribute  of  the  Creator.  It  is  the  loftiest  ideal  presented  to  the  aspirations 
of  Masons.  It  is  their  guiding  star,  leading  clearly  through  the  darkness  of 
vice  and  licentiousness,  by  which  they  are,  at  times,  surrounded.  Clad  in 
his  Testment  ot  stainless  purity,  the  High  Priest  at  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem 
visibly  typified  the  purity  which  was  to  pertain  to  all.  And  the  words  Holiness 
to  the  Lord,  inscribed  upon  his  mitre,  was  a  reminder  to  the  Children  of 
Israel  of  his  mission  of  Holiness.  Thus  Masons  must  inscribe  upon  their 
brows  and  upon  their  foreheads,  Holiness  to  the  I^rd.  It  is  our  mission  to 
proclaim  to  the  world  the  majesty  of  Truth,  to  bind  heart  to  heart  by  the 
golden  chain  of  love,  to  establish  on  earth  that  true  paradise  wherein  life 
shall  attain  its  highest  development  in  deeds  of  spotless  purity.  It  means 
to  exemplify  in  daily  life  those  sterling  virtues  that  shall  glitter  as  did  the 
brilliant  gems  in  the  Breast  Plate  worn  by  the  High  Priest. 

Fidelity  to  duty,  the  blissful  influences  of  Love  and  Hope,  and  the  faithful 
adherence  to  the  dictates  of  truth,  is  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  every  Mason, 
and  as  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  in  the  Temple  typified  the  visible  world 
inclosing  the  testimony  of  Divine  love  and  justice,  Omnipotence  and  wisdom, 
and  the  Cherubim,  wearing  human  countenances,  typify  man,  who  is  part  and 
sinew  of  the  world,  physically,— yet  mentally  rises  above  it, — so  we,  the  custo- 
dians of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenaut  borne  by  Royal  Arch  Masons,  are  in  duty 
bound,  with  purity  and  holiness,  to  soar  aloft  toward  our  Divine  source  and 
origin.  I^t  us,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  dedicate  our  acts  in  life  with  Holiness 
to  the  Lord,  to  cultivate  the  sentiment  uf  a  common  brotherhood,  and  to 
promote  lofty  conceptions  of  Masonic  manhood  and  Masonic  obligations. 
Let  us  seek,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  to  inspire  a  love  for  all  that  is  good, 
beautiful  and  true  in  life,  and  fill  the  heart  with  an  ardent  desire  to  reach  the 
highest  degree  of  perfection  possible  on  earth,  and  although  we  may  meet  in 
our  journey  of  life  with  obstructions  and  obstacles,  with  dangers  and  perils, 
we  ultimately  will  obtain  our  reward  by  being  made  masters  of  that  which 
is  now  veiled  and  hidden  from  us  " 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  Companions 
of  Georgia  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  Craft  in 
their  jurisdiction.     The  Grand  High  Priest  reports  : — 

"  Harmony  and  good  fellowship  prevail  in  nearly  all  the  Chapters  through- 
out the  State.  Good  and  true  work  has  also  been  done.  The  returns  of 
Chapters  exhibit  vitality  and  life.  The  gross  gain  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
the  jurisdiction  has  been  fur  the  year,  233  ;  Marked  and  on  the  way  to  Ex- 
altation, 204 ;  and  the  total  number  of  membership  on  our  rolls,  as  far  as  re- 
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turns  have  come  in  and  been  tabulated,  shows  a  net  gainfof  about  600.  This, 
indeed,  is  an  encouragement  for  our  work,  and  we  bope  that  in  the  near 
future  much  more  will  be  done." 

Referring  to  the  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  he 
says  .— 

"It  certainly  is  a  source  o^ great  pleasure,  and  must  be  gratifying  to  us 
all,  to  note  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  that  the  Re- 
ports on  Foreign  Correspondence  furnished  by  the  able  and  scholarly  Chair- 
man, Companion  W.  S.  Ramsay,  meet  with  great  favor.  His  able  pen,  giving 
to  the  world  his  logical  thoughts  upon  Masonic  subjects,  is  a  potent  agency 
for  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  Craft.  The  interchange  of  Mascnic 
knowledge  is  the  fountain  which  quenches  the  thirst  of  the  Masonic  student, 
and  the  consciousness  of  knowing  the  doings  and  actings  of  our  Companions 
throughout  the  country,  plants  within  us  a  feeling  of  peace  and  love,  and 
makes  us,  in  the  language  of  Joseph,  "seek  the  welfare  of  our  brethren."  May 
our  Companion  Ramsay  be  spared  to  us  many,  many  more  years,  and  may  he 
be  permitted,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  continue  his  glorious  work  and  to  illu- 
minate the  Masonic  world  with  the  flashes  of  his  thoughts  and  learning." 

So  say  we  all  of  us ! 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  asked  whether  a  Compa- 
nion, being  not  affiliated  with  his  Symbolic  Lodge, 
could  hold  an  office  in  the  Chapter,  and  replied :  — 

**  Emphatically  no.  A  man  who,  from  indifference  or  neglect,  and  from 
no  faul/  of  others  forgets  his  obligation  and  stops  contributing  his  just  dues 
for  the  maintenance  of  his  mother  Lodge,  ought  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  honor 
or  exalted  station  in  any  other  branch  of  Masonry,  which  is  the  superstructure 
of  the  foundation  which  he  neglects.  In  fact,  it  would  be  a  wise  law  that  an 
unaffiliated  Mason  in  the  Blue  Lodge  stands  unaffiliated  in  all  other  branches." 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  whose  report  was 
adopted,  amended  the  above  answer  and  laid  down  this 
regulation  in  lieu  thereof: — 

**  No  Companion  who  shall  remain  unaffiliated  with  the  Lodge  for  as  much 
as  twelve  months,  hereafter,  without  an  effort  to  become  affiliated,  shall  be 
entitled  to  membership  or  any  office  in  any  Chapter,  or  in  the  Grand  Chapter." 

Companion  W.  S.  Ramsay's  report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence merited  all  that  was  said  of  it  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest.     He  is  exceedingly  complimentary  to  Que- 
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bee  and  quotes  from  both  the  address  of  the  Grand  '•  Z" 
and  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  of  M.  E.  Com- 
panion Will  H.  Whyte. 

In  his  conclusion  we  find  the  following  : 

'*  Not  only  is  prosperity  apparent,  but  Peace  and  Harmony  sit  supreme, 
and  the  utmost  good  will  prevails.  We  may  well  pause  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  this  happy  state  of  affairs.  We  are  of  the  firm  conviction  that  the 
comprehensive  account  of  the  condition  of  Masonry  throughout  the  globe,  as 
furnished  by  the  Correspondence  Committees,  imparting  knowledge,  inviting 
comparison  of  the  principles'  and  teachings  of  our  Order,  and  forcing  the 
esteem  of  the  votary  for  that  institution  whose  teaching  he  obeys,  and  whose 
tenets  are  the  regulation  of  his  life,  causes  sober  thought,  serious  reflection, 
and  generous  emulation  as  to  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree." 

M  .E.  Comp.  Charles  Wessolowsky,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Andrew  M.  Wolihin,   -    Grand  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS— 1896. 

The  total  membership  of  the  186  Chapters  in  this  juris- 
diction has  increased  from  16,334  in  1895  to  16,619  in 
1896. 

The  47th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  in  Chicago  on  the  29th  October  1896. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  M.  Moulton,  Grand  High  Priest 
presided,  and  delivered  an  admirable  address  frcm  which 
we  select  the  following  : 

"  It  is  a  cause  for  mutual  congratulation,  to  be  hailed  with  joyous  satisfac- 
tion by  all  the  craft,  that  notwithstanding  untoward  bnsiness  Conditions  and 
lack  of  general  prosperity,  the  growth  of  our  Order  has  made  substantial 
progress  in  this  State.  In  the  memory  of  the  majority  here  present,  affairs  in 
the  business  world  have  never  before  been  in  such  a  depressed  and  unsatis- 
factory state.  The  glow  of  promise  which  last  year  began  to  shed  a  radiant 
light,  and  for  a  ti  me  gave  hope  of  a  renewed  era  of  prosperity,  became  dim- 
med by  the  adverse  influences  of  doubt,  distrust  and  uncertainty.  The  brains 
of  capital  became  clouded  with  apprehension,  resulting  iu  restriction  of  legi- 
timate lines  of  credit,  impeding  the  wheels  of  trade  and  manufactures, 
and  enforcing  paralysis  on  the  willing  hand  ot  labor.    The  quadrennial  agita- 
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tion  attending  the  adjustment  of  national  issues  and  declarations  of  principles 
and  policy,  with  the  uncertainty  always  existing  as  to  the  result,  has  operated 
in  a  measure  also  to  postpone  the  return  of  confidence  in  the  future,  and  the 
dawn  of  renewed  prosperity  in  this  great  nation.  Yet  notwithstanding  these 
deterrent  factors,  a  substantial,  and  healthy  growth  has  been  acquired  in  mem- 
bership by  this  Grand  Chapter.  Generally  speaking,  about  one  half  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  have  merely  held  their  own.  Of  the  remaining  Chap- 
ters some  have  established  net  losses,  but  the  majority  have  made  liberal 
gains,  showing  a  net  increase  in  membership  this  year  over  last  of  285.  More- 
over, what  is  most  to  be  desired,  peace  and  harmony  abide  within  the  veils 
No  discordant  element  obtrudes  itself  to  mar  the  fraternal  good  and  happi- 
ness of  the  craft." 

Referring  to  his  own  term  of  office  he  was  able  to  say  : 

"  It  is  characterized  by  no  eventful  feature  or  important  action.  No  vex- 
atious or  complicated  situation  has  arisen  requiring  adjustment  which  might 
fail  of  giving  universal  satisfaction.  In  this  I  deem  myself  fortunate  that 
during  my  administration,  an  order  so  strong  in  influence  and  powerful  in 
numbers  should  have  pursued  the  steady  even  tenor  of  its  way,  adding  to  its 
strength  and  prestige,  without  invoking  the  exercise  of  more  than  ordinary 
attention  and  judgment.  It  proves  the  loyalty  of  the  craft  to  the  great  prin- 
ciples which  are  the  basis  of  Masonry.  It  gives  us  assurance  that,  the 
founders  of  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  builded  well,  and  that  the  found- 
ations are  laid  both  broad  and  deep.  It  strengthens  us  in  the  conviction  that 
the  beneficent  influence  of  Freemasonry  will  continue  to  spread  until  the 
end  of  time,  when  all  men  shall  be  united  in  a  common  Brotherhood,  the 
loving  and  loved  children  of  one  only  and  ever  living  God." 

The  legislation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  calls  for  no  spe- 
cial notice. 

A  very  charming  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  is 
submitted  by  Companion  John  M,  Pearson,  with  whom 
we  have  held  pleasant  converse  in  the  past  He  gives 
very  generous  notice  to  our  proceedings  for  1896  and 
makes  several  quotations  therefrom.  To  M.  E.  Comp. 
Whyte  and  the  present  writer,  Comp.  Pearson  is  exceed- 
ingly kind.  He  agrees  with  almost  everything  that  Comp. 
Whyte  has  written  in  his  last  report.  If  we  could  find 
anything  to  criticise  in  Comp.  Pearson's  report,  we  should 
linger  longer  with  him. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Frederic  C.  Winslow,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp,  Gil.  W.  Barnard,    -    -    Grand  Secretary. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY— 1896. 

The  seventh  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Indian  Territory  was  held  at  Muskogee  on  August 
13th  1896,  Grand  High  Priest,  Zachary  Taylor  Walrond, 
presiding. 

There  are  19  chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  with  a  mem- 
bership of  682. 

By  far  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  volume  of 
proceedings  before  us  is  the  scholarly  report  on  Corres- 
pondence, by  Companion  Robert  W.  Hill,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest,  including  his  dissertation  on  the  names  of 
God  among  the  ancient  Hebrews.  We  regret  the  impos- 
sibity,  on  account  of  its  length,  of  reprinting  this  admira- 
ble paper. 

Quebec's  proceedings  failed  to  reach  our  good  Compa- 
nion. 

What  he  says  of  Foreign  Correspondence  Reports  gene- 
rally is  strikingly  true  to  the  life.  Take  the  following  for 
instance  : — 

"  The  same  questions  keep  cropping  out  from  time  to  time.  When  we 
think  we  have  settled  them  conclusively,  a  new  generation  of  Correspondents 
come  to  the  fore  with  their  views  and  the  old  questions  have  to  be  reopened. 
However,  this  is  not  always  to  be  regretted,  for  the  new  discussion  often 
serves  to  reverse  the  former  decision,  and  then,  too.  each  generation  likes  to 
go  into  the  matter  in  its  own  way,  and  from  its  own  standpoint.  Some  of 
the  older  Correspondents  have  thns  seen  great  changes  in  opinion  on  mooted 
questions,  and  sometimes  they  themselves  have  to  think  twice  to  remember 
just  what  position  they  took  when  last  they  handled  the  subjects." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  Maxey, 

Grand  High  Priest, 
R,  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Samuel  Murrow, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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M.  E.  Companion  LeRoy  T.  Weld,  Grand  High  Priest, 
whose  portrait  adorns  the  volume  of  proceedings  before 
us,  presided  at  the  43rd  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Iowa,  held  at  Marshalltown  on  October  15th. 
1896. 

Ninety-five  of  the  117  chartered  chapters  of  the  juris- 
diction were  represented,  and  a  very  scholarly  address 
was  delivered  by  Companion  Weld,  Three  new  chapters 
were  constituted  by  him  during  his  term  of  ofF.ce,  but  his 
other  official  acts  were  of  only  local  importance.  He 
teaches  a  useful  lesson  in  the  following  extract  from  his 
address  : 

**  The  sublime  troths  inculcated  in  the  various  degrees  of  Masonry  and 
the  beautiful  symbolism  which  permeates  its  whole  texture  admonish  me 
that  I  should  not  lay  down  the  gavel  without  first  referring  to  the  true  work 
of  the  speculative  MaFon.  I  have  been  taught,  somewhere  in  Masonry,  that 
true  Masonic  work  consists  of  search  after  truth.  Is  this  what  a  companion 
means  when  he  says ;  *'  I  shall  not  attend  the  meeting  to-night.  There  will 
be  no  worJi,  and  I  do  not  care  to  go  ? "  No ;  he  means  that  the  ritual — a 
store*house  of  grand  and  beautiful  thoughts — will  not  be  rehearsed  to  a  can- 
didate. Is  it  cot  true,  companions,  that  the  best  time  to  study  these  sublime 
truths  and  this  beautiful  symbolism  is  when  there  are  no  degrees  to  confer  ? 
We  certainly  do  not  get  all  there  is  in  Masonry  when  we  receive  the  several 
degrees.  There  is  too  much  crowded  into  the  short  space  of  one  or  two  hours 
for  us  to  digest  and  assimilate  it  without  further  study  and  thought.  The 
young  men  of  Athens  who  gathered  about  Socrates  were  changed  into  his 
likeness,  not  by  change  of  outward  garb,  nor  by  other  material  agency,  but 
by  the  thonghts  which  he  sent  surging  through  their  souls ;  and,  though  he 
was  condemned  to  drink  the  fatal  hemlock  that  this  public  transformation 
might  be  arrested,  the  seeds  of  truth  which  he  had  sown  in  the  hearts  of  his 
followers  still  bear  fruit  to  bless  mankind.  So  should  the  heart  of  the  neo- 
phyte be  taught  to  conceive  the  beauties  of  Masonry  by  hearing  them  discus- 
sed, explained,  and  commented  upon  by  those  who  have  given  them  thought 
and  study.  Such  a  course,  pursued  occasionally,  would  surely  do  much  more 
toward  pointing  the  waj  to  that  pure,  noble,  moral  life  which  Freemasonry 
Hurely  contemplates,  than  all  the  routine  work  of  the  lodge*room." 
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The  net  increase-  in  the  membership  of  subordinate 
Chapters  during  the  year  was  140,  making  a  total  of 
7,186. 

One  of  the  most  scholarly  Foreign  Correspondence  re- 
ports of  the  year,  is  that  by  Companion  Ercanbrack,  con- 
tained in  the  volume  before  us.  Our  Excellent  Compa- 
nion has  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  clothes  his 
thoughts  in  most  beautiful  language,  turning  out  poetry 
and  prose  with  equal  facility.  He  abominates  the  shears, 
and  so  would  we,  were  we  possessed  of  his  elegance  of 
expression.  As  it  is,  however,  it  would  be  unfair  to  de- 
prive our  Companions  of  the  opportunity  of  reading  in 
our  report  such  gems  of  thought  as  he  and  others  supply, 
for  the  mere  sake  of  making  ourself  heard  instead.  Be^ 
sides,  as  Companion  Ercanbrack  says  in  his  **  Introduc- 
tion ", — "  The  general  policy  of  the  Royal  Craft  is  so  well 
settled,  that  very  little  discussion  of  any  kind  is  anywhere 
heard". 

He  reviews  Quebec  for  1896  in  his  pleasantest  strain 
and  believes  it  worthy  of  approbation  that  we  can  even 
hold  our  own  in  our  present  environment. 

Referring  to  the  four  portraits  in  our  last  volume  of 
proceedings,  he  says  that  the  fact  that  our  Grand  Chapter 
has  four  living  Past  Grand  Zs  shows  that  the  American 
plan  of  rotation  in  office  has  been  adopted  in  the  Pro- 
vince. It  will  doubtless  surprise  our  good  Companion  to 
know  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  has  no  less  than 
ten  living  Past  Grand  Zs,  and  the  portraits  to  which  he 
refers  are  simply  those  of  the  four  latest  in  office. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Max  Beeiiler,     -     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Alf.  Wingate,    -     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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KANSAS— 1896. 

The  thirty-first  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Kansas  was  held  at  Wichita,  on  February  17th 
and  1 8th,  1896. 

M.  E,  Comp.  John  H.  Spencer,  Grand  High  Priest, 
delivered  a  readable  address  covering  his  official  acts 
during  his  term  of  office.  None  of  them  were  of  any 
very  special  importance. 

The  membership,  during  the  year,  increased  from  5,026 
to  5,057  in  subordinate  chapters. 

An  admirable  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  cover- 
ing 170  pages  is  furnished  by  Companion  Jacob  DeWitt, 
who  reviews,  amongst  others,  the  report  of  Quebec's  pro- 
ceedings for  1895.  He  quotes  at  length  from  the  address 
of  the  present  writer  as  Grand  "  Z  ",  and  also  from  M.  E. 
Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte's  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
He  approves  all  he  finds  in  Companion  Whyte's  report, 
and  adds  : 

*'  We  have  not  taken  many  of  the  passages  we  had  marked  for  our  scis- 
sors ;  the  pile  of  manuscript  keeps  accumulating,  and  we  must  refrain. 

We  6nd  among  the  rolls  of  these  companions,  many  whom  we  knew  for- 
merly ;  we  would  like  to  name  them  here,  but  there  are  to  many  of  them,  so 
we  send  to  each  and  all  fraternal  greeting." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  E.  Busser,   -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  DeWitt,    -    -    Grand  Secretary. 


KENTUCKY— 1896. 

There  is  a  membership  of  2,923  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
the  7  5  Chapters  of  Kentucky. 

The  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  Louisville  on  October  20th  and  2ist  1896. 


KKNTUCKY.  1 9 

Grand  High  Priest  John  Grubbs  Omdorff  opened  his 
address  with  the  following  well-timed  reflections  and 
queries : 

"  Through  the  pleasurable  pastimes  of  some,  the  business  pursuits  of 
others  and  the  toils  incident  to  all,  another  year  has  rolled  around,  and  we 
have  assembled  at  our  accustomed  place  to  rebuild  and  repair  the  Temple 
and  its  furnishings,  without  hope  of  fee  or  reward,  save  that  reward  conse- 
quent upon  a  well-spent  life  and  duty  well  performed  Have  we  improved 
every  opportunity  of  doing  good  ?  liave  we  kept  ourselves  under  the  tongue 
of  good  report  ?  Have  we  ministered  to  the  afflicted,  comforted  the  sorrow- 
ing, fed  the  hungty,  clothed  the  naked,  and  besides  these  had  charity  toward 
all  mankind  ?  I  trust  so ;  for  if  these  things  be  in  you  and  abound,  they  make 
you  that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  as  companions  indeed." 

We  regtet  sincerely  to  learn  of  the  decease  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  J,  B.  Blue  of  Kentucky,  and  sympa- 
thize in  consequence  with  the  Companions  of  that  juris- 
diction. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  James  W.  Staton,  supplies  the 
review  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters,  an  interesting  paper  of 
80  pages.  He  is  generous  in  his  review  of  Quebec,  and 
courteous  in  his  references  to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Whyte  and 
the  present  writer.  We  believe,  as  he  does, that  ''Masonic 
papers  are  not  the  place  to  throw  out  flings  at  a  great 
people".  They  are  a  very  good  place,  however,  for  the 
expression  of  that  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  land  of 
our  birth  or  adoption  which  is  taught  by  Freemasonry. 
It  is  true  that  this  loyalty  does  not  necessitate  flings  at 
any  " great  people  *',  and  it  was  certainly  not  "a  great 
people  ",  nor  yet  any  considerable  part  of  it,  that  was  res- 
ponsible for  the  studied  afl'ront  referred  to  in  our  1896 
address  as  Grand  **Z'*  as  "  intended  to  cater  to  the  preju- 
dices of  a  hostile  democracy",  as  proved  by  the  subse- 
quent demand  for  a  treaty  of  arbitration  ;  but  simply  a 
time-serving  and  self-seeking  political  head,  whose  action 
was  condemned  by  the  peace-loving  majority  of  his  own 
party  following. 
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From  Companion  Staton's  "Conclusion  '\  we  take  the 
following  : 

"  This  closes  our  ninth  report  to  Grand  Chapter,  and  if  oar  Companions 
of  Kentucky  find  anything  like  as  much  pleasure  in  reading  it  as  we  have  in 
preparing  it,  we  will  be  amply  rewarded ;  for  our  great  aim  is  to  interest  them 
more  than  the  outside  world.  We  have  touched  the  disputed  cases  lightly, 
because  we  do  not  care  to  swell  our  reports  to  a  great  length  at  this  time, 
preferring  to  wait  until  we  can  range  in  a  wider  field,  and  this  will  only  be 
when  our  exchequer  has  fully  recovered  from  its  late  panic.  We  have  given 
a  synopsis  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Chapters  under  review,  aud  occasion- 
ally have  discussed  some  of  the  issues.  The  truth,  is  there  are  not  many 
disputed  questions  that  have  not  been  discussed  time  and  again,  so  that  to 
re-discuss  them  in  every  report,  prepared  by  the  same  writer,  is  to  wear  his 
views  threadbare." 


M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Ranshaw, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  B.  Grant, 


Grand  High  Priest 
Grand  Scribe  "E". 


LOUISIANA— 1896 

The  nineteen  chartered  chapters  of  this  jurisdiction 
have  a  total  membership  of  1,005,  showing  a  net  gain 
during  the  year  of  66. 

The  forty-ninth  annual  convocation  was  held  at  New- 
Orleansy  February  11- 12th  i896,A,C.  Allen,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding.  Two  of  the  Grand  Officers  failed  to 
respond  at  roll-call.  Seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
were  on  the  dais,  and  the  representatives  of  seventeen 
Chapters  answered  to  roll-call. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  a  well  pre- 
pared paper  of  eight  and  a  half  pages.  He  reports  the 
condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  shows  a  marked  impro  • 
vement  over  last  year,  both  in  numbers  and  in  the 
energy  and  morals  of  the  craftsmen  themselves 

The  Sovereign  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales 
was  accorded  recognition  last  year,  and  this  year  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  was  re(;ognized. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  talks  back  in  this  manner 
upon  a  matter  of  great  masonic  interest  to  M,  E,  Compa- 
nion Drummond  of  Maine  : 

"  Further  reference  to  the  position  which  this  Grand  Chapter  assumed 
last  year  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  printed  Ritual  submitted  by  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  would  be  unnecessary,  were  it  not  for  the  anseenily 
and  unmerited  strictures  made  upon  me  by  M.  E  Companion  Josiah  II. 
Drummond,  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence  for  the 
State  of  Maine.  The  severe  remarks  of  this  Companion,  which  he  is  pleased 
to  call  earnest,  have  been  copied  in  full  by  our  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor-  • 
respondence,  without  comment. 

He  charges  me  with  assuming  that  a  cipher  work  is  a  violation  of  &//r 
obligation.  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  as  far  as  my  obligation  is  concerned. 
Kis  conscience  and  his  obligation  are  entirely  with  himself,  and  do  not,  in 
any  manner,  concern  the  honest  convictions  of  any  Mason  here  who  has  the 
courage  of  his  own  opinion." 

Companion  Staton  of  Kentucky,  in  commenting  upon 
the  above,  says  : 

"  Printed  and  written  rituals  have  been  in  existence  since  the  days  of 
Thomas  Smith  Webb,  that's  certain,  and  as  he  is  the  acknowledged  author 
of  our  American  system,  and  made  a  written  copy,  that  the  work  and  lectures 
might  be  kept  in  their  purity,  we  hardly  see  that  any  man's  conscience  can 
be  severely  tested  by  having  a  copy  thereof.  None  of  the  written  or  printed 
rituals  give  the  essetUials^  and  after  all  the  ado  that  is  the  important  point. 
We  have  in  our  possession  now  a  copy  of  the  Blue  Lodge  work  written  in 
part  by  John  Barney  in  his  own  hand,  in  i8i8,  aud  this  work  came  direct 
from  Webb." 

Revd  Herman  Cope  Duncan,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
presented  an  interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence. 

M.  E.  Comp,  R.  H.  Cage,      -       -       Grand  High  Priest, 
M.  £•  Comp.  Richard  Lambert,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


MAINE— 1896. 

The  71st  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maine,  was  held  at  Portland,  on  May  5th  and  6th,    1896. 
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M,  E.  Companion  Henry  S.  Webster,  the  presiding 
Grand    High    Priest  delivered  a  very  readable  address. 

We  regret  to  learn  of  the  decease  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  S.  J.  Young  and  sympathize  with  the  Companions 
of  Maine  in  consequence.  With  unfeigned  pleasure  we 
find  the  foUowidg  in  the  address  before  us  : 

"  The  annual  returns  ot  our  chapters  show  an  increase  in  membership 
which  is  especially  gratifying  in  view  of  the  financial  disturbances  and  per> 
'plexities  of  the  past  year.  The  flourishing  condition  of  our  chapters  and  the 
prevalence  of  peace  and  harmony  throughout  our  jurisdiction  are  cause  of 
congratulation.  The  members  of  our  fifty-four  chapters,  if  assembled  in  one 
body,  would  make  a  battalion  respectable  in  point  of  numbers,  and  more  than 
respectable  in  point  of  discipline,  efficiency,  loyalty  and  true  masonic  attri- 
butes. Their  present  high  standard  imposes  on  us  the  duty  of  seeing  that 
he  hopes  and  expectations  thereby  engendered  may  be  fulfilled." 

The  present  membership  is  5,897. 

The  value  of  the  volume  under  review  is  enhanced  by 
the  publication  therein  of  the  constitution  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Act  of 
Incorporation,  constitution  and  general  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine. 

A  very  elaborate  and  berutiful  report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence is  furnished  by  that  Prince  of  Reviewers,  M. 
E.  Companion  J.  H.  Drummond. 

In  his  review  of  Quebec's  (1896)  proceedings,  he  is  very 
kind  and  fraternal.  After  [quoting  the  action  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  the  Henry  Haynes  case,  he  says,  and  we  be- 
lieve with  very  much  of  reason,  notwithstanding  how 
clearly  the  proof  offered  in  our  Grand  Chapter  was  : — 

"  This  method  of  proceeding  has  been  followed  in  several  cases  of  late, 
and  while  there  are  cases  in  which  the  supreme  power  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
may  well  be  invoked,  it  ought  never  to  be  done  without  giving  the  accused 
an  opportunity  for  a  hearing,  unless  there  are  ouerwelming  reasons  which 
demand  immediate  action,  and  the  case  is  clearly  without  any  doubt.  It  is 
true  that  in  at  least  one  jurisdiction,  if  a  mason  is  convicted  and  sent  to  pri- 
son, that  is  deemed  sufficient  cause,   not  only  to  justify,  but  to  require,  his 


expaUion  from  the  order,  and  that  too,  without  any  inquiry  into  the  question 
of  his  guilt  or  innocence  " 

He  is  deservedly  very  complimently  in  his  references  to 
M.  E.  Comp.  Will  H.  Whyte's  last  report  on  Correspon- 
dence, saying  amongst  other  things  : 

"  His  introduction  is  a  very  beautiful  allusion  to  the  Christmas  season, 
as  preliminary  to  a  protest  against  ominous  and  threatening  rumors  of  war 
then  so  prevalent,  but  which  happily  faded  away  so  quickly  that  one  reads 
reference  to  them  almost  with  surprise." 

Ill  relation  to  the  difference  between  the  degrees  in 
Quebec  and  the  United  States,  he  says  that  Comp. 
Whyte's  account  will  without  doubt  be  interesting  to 
ritualists. 

Upon  another  matter  referred  to  by  Comp.  Whytc, 
Comp.  Drummond  says  : 

**  He  is  vei'y  severe  against  the  idea  of  a  visitor's  requesting  to  see  the 
charter,  and  we  believe  that  he  is  altogether  in  error,  and  if  he  had  lived  for 
the  past  ten  years  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  he  would  be  able  to  see  that  a 
visitor  might  request  to  see  the  charter  of  a  body  which  he  proposed  to  visit, 
without  derogating  from  the  dignity  of  that  body,  or  without  proving  that  he 
was  discourteous.  However,  we  know  that  the  matter  of  visitation  of  masonic 
bodies  in  England  is  very  greatly  restricted  practically,  as  compared  with  it 
in  this  country,  and  we  apprehend  that  the  same  thing  is  true,  to  a  somewhat 
less  extent,  in  Canada,  but  we  prefer  the  practice  prevailing  here,  which 
justifies  every  mason  in  believing  that  he  is  a  welcome  visitor  to  any  Jodge, 
and  may  properly  satisfy  himself  that  the  lodge  is  regular,  precisely  as  the 
lodge  satisfies  itself  that  he  is  regular." 

The  doors  of  our  lodges  and  chapters  in  Quebec  are 
always  open  to  visitors  in  good  standing,  but  there  are 
other  methods  than  examining  a  charter  during  the  sitting 
of  the  body,  of  finding  out  who  you  are  visiting.  There 
is  no  reason,  nowadays,  for  a  visitor  to  wait  till  the  last 
moment  to  enquire  into  the  legality  of  the  body  that  he 
desires  to  visit. 

Closely  related  to  this  subject  is  Comp.  Drummond\s 
contention  that  the  issue  of  a  charter  is  not  the  only  au- 
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thority  required  by  a  lodge  or  chapter,  but  that  the  writ- 
ten or  printed  certificate  of  its  issue  must  not  only  have 
been  produced  and  witnessed  but  must  be  in  constant 
evidence  whenever  the  lodge  or  chapter  is  at  work. 
Quoting  from  Comp.  Bailey  of  Michigan,  as  follows  : 

"  We  would  infer  from  the  answer  to  question  2  that  the  High  Priest  may 
legally  open  a  chapter  without  the  warrant  being  in  the  chapter  room  ;  oi 
that«  however,  we  have  grave  doubts.  Our  own  judgment  in  the  matter  is, 
that  no  person  has  the  right,  ur  can  legally  open  a  chapter  for  the  transaction 
of  business  unless  the  charter,  warrant  or  dispensation  is  actually  in  the  room, 
any  more  than  he  could  without  the  three  great  lights;  and  should  the 
charter,  warrant,  or  dispensation,  for  any  reason  be  removed  from  the  room, 
temporarily,  during  a  session  of  a  masonic  body,  ws  believe  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  suspend  business  until  it  was  returned." 

He  adds : — 

'*  It  is  difficult  to  escape  this  reasoning,  although  we  think  the  limiting  of 
it  to  the  very  room  in  which  the  chapter  is  actually  held,  is  too  narrow.  vVe 
regard  the  Tyler's  room  as  really  a  part  of  the  chapter  hall  as  also  the  High 
Priest's  room,  if  there  is  one  separate  from  the  particular  room  in  which  the 
chapter  is  held.  The  three  great  lights  have  their  fixed  place,  and  of  course 
cannot  be  removed  therefrom,  but  the  charter  is  simply  required  to  be  pre- 
sent in  the  chapter y  and  as  we  have  stated  before,  we  hold  that  its  presence  in 
any  one  of  the  apartments,  which  is  actually  occupied  by  the  chapter  in  doing 
its  work,  is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  law." 

Under  New  Hampshire,  in  his  review  of  Comp.  Wait's 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  we  find  the  following 
which  will  doubtless  prove  of  great  interest  to  the  Com- 
panions of  this  jurisdiction  : 

Our  companion  drew  an  inference  from  a  remark  of  our  own,  which,  upon 
its  face,  was  an  absurd  inferenee,  but  which,  nevertheless,  has  gotten  him 
into  difficulty  both  with  Canada  and  Quebec,  We  said  what  was  true :  The 
Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  existed  under  a  charter  which  gave  it 
a'osolute  supreme  power,  except  upon  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  thereupon  he  said  : 

This  is  true,  but  what  does  he  prove  ?  It  proves  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  like  the  British  crown,  denied  to  its  dependencies  those  very 
liberties  which  it  recognized  as  the  birthright  of  its  constituencies  at  home. 
While  the  fathers  in  our  revolution  fought  for  the  rights  of  British  subjects, 
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American  Masonry  was  asserting  for  American  lodges  the  same  rights  thai 
British  lodges  at  home  enjoyed. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  exercised  over 
its  lodges  at  home  the  very  same  absolute  supreme  power,  which  it  delegated 
to  the  Grand  Li)dge  of  New  York,  the  abaurdiiy  of  his  statement  will  be 
manifest. 

He  undertakes,  however,  to  throw  the  responsibility  for  the  offensive  as- 
sertion upon  us,  whereas  it  comes  from  his  assuming  a  thing  that  is  not  true, 
and  then  drawing  an  inlerence  from  it.  We  agree,  however,  that  he  did  not 
intend,  or  know  that  he  was,  giving  utterance  to  anything  which  could  give 
offence  to  the  companions  of  Canada  or  Quebec." 

We  had  marked  several  other  passages  for  quotation  or 
notice  but  have  already  exhausted  more  than  our  allotted 
space  for  one  jurisdiction. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  S.  Webster,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Stephen  Berry,     -     -  Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  High  Priest  William  Henry  Shryock,  whose 
portrait  appears  in  the  volume  of  proceedings,  presided  at 
the  99th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  which  met  at  Baltimore,  on  November  loth 
1896. 

We  cannot' refrain  from  reproducing  the  following  para- 
graphs from  his  address,  containing  as  they  do  so  much 
that  is  true  and  that  furnishes  food  food  for  reflection  : 

There  is  a  tradition  that  originally  the  Royal  Arch  constituted  the  Master's 
Degree  and  was  the  summit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masoniy.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
the  beautiful  lessons  taught  in  its  acquisition,  and  the  grandeur  and  complete- 
ness of  the  scheme  as  illustrated  in  the  work  ot  the  Chapter,  strongly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  affection  and  admiration  of  the  Masonic  student. 

There  is  also  a  tradition  that  in  ihe  early  days — perhaps  we  should  say 
among  our  ancient  bretherft — progress  in  Masonry  was  very  slow.  The 
Entered  Apprentice  literally  wrought  seven  years  before  it  was  deemed 
worthy  to  be  advanced ;  and  so  from  one  degree  to  another  prt«motion  was 
dei>endent  upan  faithful  service  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art,  Lodge 
meetings  were  then  not  solely  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees,  for 
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under  the  system  then  in  vogue  there  were  but  few  degrees  conferred,  and 
the  social  features  of  the  Fraternity  more  largely  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Craft. 

The  custom  is  quite  different  now.  It  is  not  unusual  to  hear  a  candidate 
for  Masonry  announce  his  purpose  of  going  to  the  top  immediately,  and  en- 
quiring the  length  of  time  required  to  reach  the  Commandery — ^to  sa>  nothing 
of  the  Shrine.  We  are  prone  to  yield  to  this  impatience,  in  fact  to  encourage 
it  and  help  the  candidate  along  in  his  eagerness ;  to  lighten  the  burden  of  the 
examinations  and  with  special  meetings,  to  expedite  the  journey  in  limited 
express  fashion. 

In  this  haste  the  passage  through  the  Chapter  is  especially  rapid,  and  when 
tlie  candidate  does  get  to  the  top  he  is  very  apt  to  imagine  that  he  knows  it 
all.  That  is  a  very  great  mistake.  He  knows  about  as  much  as  the  new 
recruit  does,  when  first  mustered  in,  as  compared  with  the  old  soldier  who 
has  grown  gray  in  the  service  and  rheumatic  with  the  wounds  and  exposure 
of  a  dozen  campaigns  ;  or,  as  the  youth  who  first  enters  college,  as  compared 
with  the  old  professor  who  taught  his  father  and  has  gone  on  accumulating 
knowledge  ever  since. 

It  is  not  suprising  under  such  circumstances,  that  the  Commandery  is  the 
choice  of  the  young  recruit.  In  the  rapid  acquisition  of  knowledge  the  last 
lessons  learned  are  the  l)est,  if  not  the  only  ones,  remembered  ;  and  there,  too* 
he  finds  attractions  not  offered  in  the  Lodge  and  Chapter.  The  nodding 
plume,  the  martial  step  and  the  exclusivencss  of  the  situation  surrounding  him 
are  very  apt  to  make  the  top,  as  he  terms  it,  his  favorite  of  the  Masonic  bodies. 

Veterans  need  noi  be  told  of  the  incompleteness  of  a  Manonic  education 
which  omits  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Royal  Arch  If  the  foundation  is 
laid  in  the  Lodge  it  is  also  necessary  to  learn  that  the  stone  which  the  builders 
rejected  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner. 

If  the  young  candidate  has  not  attained  the  dignity  of  presiding  over  his 
Lodge,  he  should,  at  least,  fully  comprehend  why  he  has  l>een  permitted  to 
advance  to  the  exalted  stations  of  higher  degrees  without  this  important 
qualification.  If  seven  years  were  involved  in  the  construction  of  the  Temple, 
should  not  the  grand  pageant  of  the  celebration  of  its  completion  and  dedica- 
tion be  impressed  upon  our  minds  in  lasting  remembrance  ?  And,  if  the 
summit  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  is  to  be  found  in  the  Royal  Arch,  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  the  beautiful  lessons  inculcated  in  this  degree,  and  those 
leading  up  to  it,  sh(tnld  be  thoroughly  well  learned  by  every  Mason  who 
would  appropriate  the  proud  and  lasting  title  of  a  workman  that  needeth  not 
l)e  ashamed. 

'*  A  reasonably  fair  knowledge  of  the  Chapter  degrees  is  sure  to  engender 
a  love  and  admiration  for  them,  and  I  venture  the  assertion  that  there  is  not 
a  Companion  present  whose  attachment  fur  the  Chapter  is  one  whit  lessened 
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by  his  long  and  faithful  services  in  the  Capitular  degrees,  however  much  he 
may  be  interested  in  the  work  of  any  other  branch  of  Masonry." 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  haue  learned  of  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Charles  Van  Swearingen 
Levy  of  Maryland. 

Companion  Edward  T.  Schultz  submits  a  brief  though 
interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which 
Quebec  finds  pleasant  notice. 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  is  1,764  as 
against  1,662  in  the  preceding  year. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Shryock,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  L.  McCahan,    Grand  Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS-  1896. 

There  are  no  less  than  14,577  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
good  standing  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts. 

A  portrait  is  given  in  the  volume  of  proceeding  of  M. 
E.  Comp.  J.  Gilman  Waite,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  who 
presided  at  the  98th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  held  in  Boston,  on  Dec.  8th,  1896. 

We  learn,  with  sincere  regret,  from  the  address  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  of  the  loss  sustained  by  his  Jurisdic- 
tion in  the  death  of  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Haigh,  Grand 
Treasurer. 

On  a  subject  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Craft,  the 
Grand  High  Priest  says  :  — 

An  occasional  instance  of  gross  neglet  in  the  investigation  of  a  candidate, 
in  some  of  our  Orders,  prompts  me  to  sound  the  note  of  warning  to  our 
Chapters.  I  would  urge  upon  you  that  it  is  not  enough  that  he  may  have 
passed  the  ordeal  of  one  committee,  and  been  recommended.  It  is  the  pro- 
vince and  the  duty  of  every  committee  to  make  its  own  full  investigation  and 
rsport,  and  then  the  body  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  every  time 
if  any  exist.    This  caution  is  more  applicable  to  the  case  of  the  stranger  in 
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your  midst,  who  comes,  perhaps,  without  introduction  •r  vouchers,  but  who, 
by  genteel  manners,  and  an  appearance  of  an  abundance  of  this  world's 
goods,  soon  ingratiates  himself,  perchance,  into  the  confidence  of  some  Bro- 
ther, through  whom  he  is  recommended  to  his  Ix)dge,  and,  it  may  be  gains 
admission.  If  he  be  one  who  might  not  have  gained  admission  readily  where 
l)etter  known,  you  may  rest  assured  he  will  be  on  the  alert  to  take  a  through 
ticket  on  the  lightning  express  for  the  end  of  the  line.  He  is  not  one  who 
having  gained  an  endorsement,  will  allow  a  favorable  opportunity  to  pass 
unimproved. 

I  am  aware  that  the  case  here  supposed  is  an  extreme  one,  perhaps,  hut 
even  a  few  isolated  cases  prove  the  necessity  of  your  vigilance.  The  appli- 
cant whose  antecedents  are  unknown  in  the  community  should  be  scanned 
much  as  the  creditor  approaches  the  debtor,  who  desires  to  open  an  account 
with  his  concern.  He  should  be  able  to  convince  you  that  the  Tenets  and 
Cardinal  Virtues  of  the  institution  with  which  he  seeks  to  l^ecome  identified, 
have  been  the  habit  and  practice  of  his  early  life,  and,  in  general,  be  ready  to 
satisfy  a  prudent  committee  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions. 

With  this  degree  of  caution  exercised,  first  by  those  who  recommend, 
afterwards  by  committees  who  investigate,  I  believe  no  Masonic  body  will 
ever  have  oceasion  to  apologize  to  the  world  for  its  menbership,  for  none 
will  gain  admission  but  such  as  are  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the  Craft. 

Companion  Seranus  Bowen  supplies  an  admirable  re- 
port on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Under  Quebec,  he 
quotes  at  considerable  length  from  M.  E.  Comp,  Whyte's 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Seranus  Bowen,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Albert  Blake,        -      Grand  Secretary. 


MICHIGAN— 1896. 

The  frontispiece  to  the  volume  of  proceedings  before 
us  consists  of  the  portrait  of  M.  E.  Companion  Charles 
D.  Blanchard,  the  Grand  High  Triest  who  presided  at  the 
forty-seventh  annual  convocation  ot  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Michigan,  held  at  Detroit  on  January  21st  1896. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  we  learn 
with    regret   of  the    death    of  Past  Grand    High   Priest 
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Michael  Shoemaker,  and  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  P.  Hunt, 
Grand  King. 

We  regret  also  to  learn  that  the  Michigan  Masonic 
Home  was  reported  during  the  year  to  be  in  financial 
difficulties.  The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  an  appeal  on 
its  behalf  to  the  different  constituent  Chapters  "  to  help 
to  save  the  Home  to  Masonry,  and  its  helpless  inmates 
from  being  driven  from  its  doors'*.  The  result  was  subs- 
criptions to  the  amount  of  $885. 

The  Grand  Secretary  states  that  the  returns  show  a 
very  gratifying  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this 
state.  One  hundred  and  three  of  the  Chapters  have  ex- 
alted 821,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  leaving  only  twenty-four 
that  have  had  no  exaltations  in  the  year.  One  hundred 
and  forty-one  have  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues  and  36  have  been  expelled.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  have  died  and  174  have  been  dimitted.  The  number 
of  members  in  good  standing  is  13,131,  an  incrtase  of  793 
during  the  year. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  a  composite 
work  and  bears  the  signatures  of  Companions  Jefferson 
S.  Conover,  Wm.  M.  Bailey  and  Thos.  G.  Greene.  Quebec 
for  189s  is  most  fraternally  reviewed  by  Companion  Bai- 
ley. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Lou  B.  WiNSOR,  -  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R  E.  Comp.  Jefferson  S.  Conover,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Grand  High  Priest  Charles  D.  Boyce,  whose  portrait 
appears  in  the  report  before  us,  presided  at  the  35th 
annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  held  at  St  Paul  on 
October  13th  and   14th    1896,  and  delivered  a  brief  but 
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succinct  address  covering  the  various  incidents  of  his  term 
of  office. 

The  legislation  at  this  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
was  of  local  importance  only. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  Chapteis  is  4,761  as 
compared  with  4,616  in  1895. 

M,  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery  presented  the  re- 
port on  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  is  an  admirable 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Bodies 

In  noticing  Quebec,  he  comments  generously  and  quotes 
extensively,  both  from  the  address  of  the  present  writer, 
then  Grand  "  Z  ",  and  also  from  the  report  on  Correspon- 
dence by  M.  E.  Comp.  Whyte,  whose  admirable  reply  to 
Companion  Singleton  on  the  nomenclature  of  Chapter 
Officers  is  quoted  by  him  as  it  has  been  by  many  other 
Reviewers. 

In  his  "  Conclusion  "  Companion  Montgomery  remarks : 

"  As  will  be  noticed  by  reference  to  our  table  of  statistics  following,  the 
growth  in  membership  is  over  three  per  cent ;  even  greater  than  the  year 
before,  notwithstanding  hard  times.  Adding  at  same  ratio,  there  are  doabt- 
less  at  this  date  (November  1S96,)  about  213,000  Royal  Arch  Masons  in 
good  standing  in  the  2,671  chapters  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  ;  a  great 
aimy  of  men,  within  whose  minds  and  hearts  have  been  implanted  the  most 
important,  and  serious  truths,  and  whose  lives  should  be  a  living  epistle 
known  and  read  of  all  men  as  champions  of  all  that  is  right,  noble  and  true, 
and  as  believers  in  and  worshipers  of  the  one  ever  living  and  true  God — 
Jehovah,  the  Great  I  Am.  To  our  companion  correspondents,  who  have  so 
kindly  encouraged  us  with  words  of  compliment  and  cheer,  we  return  our 
grateful  thanks,  wishing  all  many  days  of  usefulness  in  the  interests  of  the 
Royal  Craft." 

M.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  TenBrook,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSISSIPI— 1896. 

The  43  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  have  a  membership 
of  7,388. 

The  48th  annual  convocation  was  held  at  Jackson,  on 
February  19th  and  20th  1896,  M.  E.  Companion  Gus.  J» 
Bahin,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding, 

Quebec  was  represented  by  Companion  B.  A.  Vaughan 
M,  D. 

We  regret  very  much  to  learn  of  the  death  of  the  Senior 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  jurisdiction  under  review, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Wm  D.  Ferris. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  the  legisla- 
tion effected  by  Grand  Chapter  contain  nothing  that  calls 
for  special  notice  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  interested. 

Companion  P.  M.  Savery  submits  a  very  readable  re- 
port on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  which  Quebec  for 
1895  is  very  kindly  reviewed  and  pleasant  things  are  said 
of  M.  E.  Companion  W.  H.  Whyte  and  the  present  writer* 
for  which  we  return  our  thanks.  * 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  T.  Harrison,    -  Grand  High  Priest* 
R,  E.  Comp.  J.  L,  Power,         -         -  Grand  Secretary 
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A  very  large  and  handsome  volume,  the  thickest  of  the 
year  amongst  the  reports  received  by  us  from  Sister  Grand 
Chapters,  comes  from  Missouri,  and  Companion  Wm  H. 
Mayo,  Grand  Secretary  has  reason  to  feel  proud  of  his 
work.  The  cause  of  this  special  feature  of  the  report 
before  us,  and  a  good  and  substantial  one  too,  is  the  cele- 
bration, on  the  23rd  April  1896,  of  the  Fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  which  occurred  in  the  Baldwin 
Theatre,  Springfield,  and  consisted  of  music  and  addresses. 
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The  latter  are  printed  in  full  and  are  well  worthy  of  pre- 
servation. The  major  portion  of  the  volume  is  taken  up 
with  portraits  and  biographical  sketches  of  all  the  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  report  contains  also  the  record  of  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  at  its  49th  annual  convocation  held 
on  the  23rd  April  1896. 

M.  E.  Companion  Alvin  Haynie,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided,  and  reported  the  decease  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  James  Perry  Wood. 

Some  anonymous  scribbler  issued  a  circular  attacking 
the  administration  of  the  finances  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  investigated  and  found  every- 
thing correct,  and  in  his  address  administers  the  scathing 
rebuke  to  the  anonymous  accuser  that  such  cowardly  and 
assassin-like  conduct  justly  merited. 

The  total  membership  reported  by  subordinate  chapters 
is  6,681  being  an  increase  of  278  over  that  of  the  previous 
year.  ^ 

Companion  Mayo,  Grand  Secretary,  is  also  the  Foreign 
Correspondent,  and  submits  an  excellent  report  of  124 
pages,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Bodies. 
His  notice  of  Quebec's  proceedings  for  1895  is  very  fra- 
ternal. There  is  nothing  in  his  report  provocative  of  cri- 
ticism. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  M.  Abraham,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wm  H.  Mayo,       -       -  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  seventh  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapte^ 
of  Montana  was  held  at  Butte  on  September  15  th  1896. 
when  a  total  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  was 
reported  of  723,  against  663  the  previous  year. 
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M.  £  Comp  Joseph  J.  Hindson,  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  presided,  delivered  an  interesting  address  in  reporting 
his  official  acts. 

,  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges,  again  presented  the 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  the  preparation  of 
which  he  was  assisted  by  Companion  E.  C.  Day,  who  re- 
viewed Quebec  in  a  most  courteous  manner,  quoting  deci- 
sions and  other  extracts  from  the  present  writer's  address 
as  Grand  "  Z "  and  the  interesting  portion  of  M,  E; 
Companion  W.  H.  Whyte's  report  respecting  the  nomen- 
clature of  C  hapter  Officers. 

Companion  Hedges  says  in  his  concluding  remarks  : 

Having  discontinaed  the  custom  •f  exchanging  Grand  Representatives 
upon  the  theory  that  this  was  repugnant  to  our  dose  relationship  as  members 
of  one  faqaily,  it  seems  to  be  all  the  more  a  duty  devolved  upon  this  commit- 
tee to  supply  the  place  of  such  repre  entatives,  and  to  bring  to  notice  the 
transactions  of  other  Grand  Bodies.  In  their  prosperity  we  not  only  rejoice, 
but  we  share  the  prosperity  to  some  extent,  and  so  with  the  opposite  fortune, 
while  the  matters  occurring  in  the  experience  of  others  and  the  marner  of 
disposing  of  them  extends  our  own  experience  aWd  equips  us  for  what  may 
occur  to  tis. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Richard  H.  Wearing,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Cornelius  Hedges,    -  Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA— 1896. 

There  are  eight  chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  with  a 
membership,  of  287. 

M.  E.  Companion  Trenmor  Coffin,  presided  as  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  repoited  that  though  the  year  had  been 
one  of  unprecedented  depression  in  all  the  industries  of 
the  State,  yet  Royal  Arch  Masonry  had  held  its  own, 
and  more  degrees  were  conferred  in  constituent  chapters 
than  in  the  preceding  yean 
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We  find  nothing  of  importance  to  refer  to  here   in  the 
neat  little  pamphlet  from  Nevada. 
There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence, 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jason  S.  Burlingame,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— 189C. 

The  77th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New- Hampshire  was  held  at  Concord  on  May  19th  1896, 
presided  over  by  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest  William  F. 
Knight. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  Chapter  for  1896  was 
3,335  against  3,221  in  the  preceding  year.  We  congratu- 
late our  Excellent  Companions  and  neighbors  upon  this 
showing,  and  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  described  as  fol- 
lovved  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  opening  remarks  : — 

*'  This  Grand  Chapter  meets  to-day  under  the  most  favorable  conditions. 
We  bring  you  tidings  of  renewed  interest  in  capitular  masonry  ;  notes  of  pro- 
gress are  seen  and  heard  on  every  hand  ;  the  welfare  of  our  Order  is  upper- 
most in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  tried  and  true  men,  who  are  doing  something 
to  place  chapter  masonry  upon  a  higher  plane  and  inspire  our  fellow-men  to 
nobler  and  higher  ways  of  life  and  living  " 

The  practices  referred  to  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in 
the  quotation  which  follows,  call  for  notice  and  condem- 
nation elsewhere  than  in  New  Hampshire,  and  we  are 
delighted  to  find  that  so  many  Grand  High  Priests  are 
calling  attention  to  them.  We  cannot  too  forcibly  com- 
mend the  following  remarks  from  M.  E.  Companion 
Knights  address: — 

'*  The  visitations  by  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  the  subordinate 
chapters  in  our  state  have  proved  of  much  interest  and  profit.  The  work  has 
been  rendered  in  a  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner.  I  am,  however,  in- 
formed that  there  are  occasions  indulged  in  by  •ovae  of  our  Chapters,  where 
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the  performance  of  our  rites  and  ceremonies  would  show  a  diifercnt  condition. 
There  is  nothing  in  masonry  that  is  not  serious  and  solemn,  and  anything 
that  would  tend  to  convert  our  beautiful  legends  and  impressive  ceremonies 
into  a  game  ofsport  is  a  matter  tnat  should  receive  our  serious  attention  and 
condemnation.  Lei  it  be  brought  home  forcibly  and  fearlessly  to  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  that  from  this  day,  on  no  occasion,  should  we  permit  the  prin- 
ciples, precepts  and  example  of  our  Order  to  fall  into  disrepute.  Our  standard 
should  be  raised,  not  lowered ;  pur  ambition  should  ever  be  to  reach  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  perfection  in  our  work,  so  that  the  sublimity  and 
importance  of  these  degrees  should  make  the  impression  intended  upon  all 
candidates,  and  that  our  members  should  feel  that  the  honors  received  have 
n  t  been  empty  ones.  A  brother  should  be  exalted,  not  depressed,  in  his  ad- 
vancement to  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Let  us  not  allow  any  candidate  to 
feel  a  sense  of  injury,  but  let  the  scene  we  would  present  prove  one  of  joy  and 
benefit  to  all." 


We  cannot  too  strongly  express  our  admiration  for  the 
excellent  work  done  for  his  Grand  Chapter  by  Companion 
A.  S.  Wait,  in  his  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
His  conclusion  in  full  of  interest  for  Royal  Arch  Masons 
everywhere.  He  says  : — 

"  As  we  conclude  our  work  of  the  year  we  congratulate  the  craft  upon  the 
prosperity  and  universal  harmony  prevailing  throughout  the  world  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  and  the  beneficent  influence  this  branch  of  the  institution  is 
exerting  upon  the  civiliEation  of  our  age.  Diversities  characterize  the  laws 
end  usages  of  the  several  grand  capitular  jurisdictions  to  about  the  same  ex- 
tent as  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  but  from  none  of  them  has  any 
want  of  harmony  resulted  or  is  likely  to  be  produced  ;  and  all  existing  condi- 
tions seem  to  promise  for  the  craft  a  future  of  prosperity  and  usefulness  equal 
to  that  of  any  former  year  of  its  history. 

One  cause  of  congratulation,  not  to  say  exultation,  has  occurred  during 
the  year,  in  a  decision  of  a  caurt  of  last  resort  of  California,  which  vindicates 
the  right  of  freemasonry  to  conduct  its  own  affairs  independently  of  the  civil 
tribunals  of  the  land.  A  Companion  itistituted  a  proceeding  to  restrain  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  California  its  officers  and  members  of  a  subordinate  Chap- 
ter, from  suspending  or  expelling  him  because  of  his  connection  with  Cerneau 
Masonry.  By  the  fraternal  courtesy  of  Companion  Davies,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  jurisdic" 
tion,  we  have  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  court,  which 
is  an  exhaustive  discussion  of  the  whole  subject  from  the  judicial  view,  and 
holds  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  that  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  in- 
terfere in  such  a  case.  Thus,  for  the  present  at  least,  is  put  at  rest  a  question 
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which  has  at  times  heretofore  engaged  the  attention  of  the  craft,  and  there  is 
just  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  not  soon  rise  again  to  trouble  the  fratern- 
ity. " 

His  review  of  Quebec's  proceedings  for  1895  exceedingly 
fraternal,  but  he  credits  the  present  writer  with  rather  a 
longer  period  of  work  as  Foreign  Correspondent  of  our 
Grand  Chapter  than  he  is  entitled  to,  in  the  course  of  the 
following  paragraph : — 

**  The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.*., 
Companion  Will  IL  Whyte,  who  is  also  Past  Grand  Z/.  of  his  Grand  Chap- 
ter. Before  he  was  raised  to  the  office  of  Grand  Z  *.  he  had  for  some  years 
prepared  the  Reports  on  Foreign  Conespondence  for  his  Giand  Chapter,  bat 
when  he  acceded  to  that  exalted  office  he  requested  Companion  £.  T.  D. 
Chambers  to  take  upon  himself  the  duties  of  chairman  of  the  committee, 
which  he  consented  to  do,  and  we  all  know  with  what  marked  ability  fox  the 
ten  following  years  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  position.  That  Companion 
being  last  year  himself  elected  Grand  Z.*.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  requested 
Companion  Whyte  to  reciprocate  to  him  the  favor  of  resuming  the  chair- 
manship of  the  committee,  which  he  was  of  coarse  so  gracious  as  to  do,  and 
so  we  have  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  him  back  to  the  position  which  he  so 
highly  adorned  in  former  years.  He  brings  to  his  work  the  same  marked 
ability  which  characterized  his  earlier  reports,  and  we  have  read  it  with  no 
less  interest.  Forty-six  Grand  Chapters  pass  under  his  review,  including  New 
Hampshire  for  1894,  each  of  which  receives  full  and  fraternal  notice." 

We  extend  thanks  to  Companion  Wait,  both  for  M. 
£.  Companion  Whyte  and  also  on  our  own  behalf  for  his 
kind  and  flattering  words. 

On  the  question  at  issue  between  Companions  Wait  and 
Whyte,  arising  out  of  Companion  Drummond's  reference 
to  Britain's  treatment  of  her  colonial  subordinates,  ma- 
sonic and  political,  Comp.  Wait  most  courteously  and 
considerataly  remarks : — 

**  We  made  the  admission  of  Companion  Drummond's  premise  in  a  form 
of  language  which,  der  haps.  Companion  Whyte  construes  as  not  only  an 
admission  for  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  but  as  an  affimative  repetition  of 
it  on  our  own  part.  On  reviewing  it  we  see  that,  taken  without  reference  to 
the  whole  course  of  the  discussion,  it  may  be  thought  liable  to  such  a  cons- 
truction. We  can  here  only  say,  that  such  was  as  far  as  possible  from  our 
intention     We  intended  only  to  admit  the  premise  as  stated  for  the  purposes 
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oftheargament.  The  offensive  assertion  is  not  ours,  but  comes  from  else- 
where We  will  now  say,  that  we  regret  having  written  what  has  given  such 
offense  to  our  Companions  of  Quebec,  especially  at  this  time  in  particular.  It 
is  the  last  thing  we  would  willingly  do,  to  offend,  and  especial[y  in  this  way, 
Companions  for  whom  we  have  always  had  the  high  respect  that  we  from  our 
hearts  entertain  for  our  Companions  of  Quebec." 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  F.  Knight,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  P.  Cleaves,       Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY.-1896. 

The  fortieth  annual  convention  of  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  New  Jersey  was  held  at  Trenton  on    May   13th    1896. 

Several  distinguished  visiting  Companions  were  present 
including  Most  Excellent  Companion  Geoi^e  L.  McCahan 
General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

An  interesting  address  was  delivered  by  Grand  High 
Priest  Joseph  Ely  Fulper,  in  reporting  his  official  acts. 

Grand  High  Priests  in  New  Jersey  do  not  appear  to 
possess  or  to  dare  to  exercise  any  authority  but  what  is 
specifically  accorded  them  by  the  Constitution.  Thus 
Comp.  Fulper  reports  :  — 

"  I  received  a  request  from  the  High  Priest  of  Centennial  Chapter,  No. 
34,  asking  for  a  dispensation  to  hold  a  special  convocation  on  December  3rd, 
in  the  rooms  of  Adelphic  Chapter,  No.  33  at  Paterson,  the  meeting  to  be  held 
conjointly  with  Cataract  City  Chapter,  No.  10,  and  Adelphic,  No.  33,  to  cele- 
brate the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  Capitular  Masonry.  l*hree  Chapters  to 
meet  at  the  same  place  and  time,  for  the  same  object — a  triumvirate.  As  the 
Constitution  does  not  confer  such  powers  on  the  Grand  High  Priest,  it  was 
refused" 

So  the  proposed  pleasant  united  assembly  could  not  be 
held,  and  Grand  Chapter  approved  the  refusal  to  grant 
the  dispensation  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  The  firm  and  steady  refusal  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  grant  dispensa- 
tions for  proceedings  of  questionable  propriety  and  without  real  necessity 
meets  our  hearty  approval,  as  also  his  expressed  disapproval  of  the  combina- 
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tion  of  several  Chapters  in  a  single  convocation.  Such  matters,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee,  however  pleasant  in  a  social  sense  are  unnecessary  and 
are  apt  to  lead  to  confusion." 

Here  in  Quebec,  it  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hold 
joint  meetings  of  lodges,  for  purposes  of  installing  officers, 
etc. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  is  3,284, 
Companion  George  B.  Edwards,  Grand  Secretary  pre- 
sented a  very  fraternal  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
in  which  Quebec  finds  pleasant  notice.  Companion  Whyte's 
foreign  correspondence  report  is  extensively  quoted  from, 
and  speaking  of  his  resumption  of  the  work  after  a  lapse 
of  eight  years,  Comp.  Edward's  truly  says : — **  From  this 
same  what  lengthy  hibernation  there  is  no  appearance  of 
corruption  by  moth  or  rust," 

M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  G.  Wagoner,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geokge  B.  Edwards,     Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  YORK.— 1896. 

The  grand  jurisdiction  claims  187  Royal,  Arch  Chap- 
ters with  a  total  membership  of  19,400,  being  a  net  gain 
of  613  over  the  preceding  year. 

Handsome  steel  engravings  of  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
ME.  Companion  Marvin  I.  Greenwood  and  of  R.  E. 
Companion  Hermas  H.  Russ,  Grand  Treasurer,  beautify 
the  report  of  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  its 
99th  annual  convocation  held  on  February  4th  1896. 

From  the  Grand  High  Priest's  address  we  regret  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Ress  Gibbon  Wiliiams,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  and  sympathize  in  consequence  with 
our  Companions  of  New  York.  Special  reference  is  made 
in  the  address  to  thefraternal  dead  of  other  jurisdictions. 
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Companion  George  J.  Gardner  submitted  a  magnificent 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, — one  of  the  best  of 
the  year. 

He  is  exceedingly  complimentary  to  the  present  writer, 
refers  to  him  as  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  the  Royal 
Craft,  and  devotes  the  greater  part  of  three  pages  to  quo- 
tation from  his  address  as  Grand  "  Z ".  He  devotes  as 
much  more  space  to  the  discussion  of  M.  E.  Companion 
Will.  H.  Whyte's  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and 
after  making  a  number  of  extracts  therefrom  he  says : — 

**  There  are  many  other  excellent  things  in  this  report  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  give  the  go-by  for  lack  of  space.  His  remarks  under  New- Hamp- 
shire touching  the  history  of  Colonial  Lodges  in  relation  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  and  under  Ohio  regarding  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Victoria,  as  well  as  those  under  Pennsylvania  touching  the.recognition  of 
the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  as  well  as  others,  are  all  valuable,  and 
we  regret  that  we  cannot  present  them  to  our  readers." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geokge  E  W.  Stivers,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,    Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES.- 1896. 

We  have  the  brief  record  of  proceedings  of  the  supreme 
grand  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  South  Wales 
at  the  half  yearly  convocation  held  at  Sidney  on  the  2ist 
August  1896. 

M.  E,  Comp.  T.  F.  H.  Mackenzie  presided  at  First 
Grand  Principal. 

The  number  of  Capter  on  the  roll  is  13  and  the  num- 
ber of  certificates  issued  417. 

The  question  having  arisen  as  to  the  status  of  Compa- 
nions who  had  been  elected  to  Office  in  Grand  Chapter 
but  had  not  paid  fees  and  obtained  Diplomas,  your  Com- 
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mittee  resolved  "That  Companions  elected  to  Office  in 
Grand  Chapter,  who  have  not  paid  Fees  of  Office  and  ob- 
tained their  Diplomas,  are  not  entitled  to  Past  Rank." 

Fraternal  congratulations  and  good  wishes  from  their 
respective  Grand  Chapters  were  tendered  by  the  Grand 
Representatives  of  the  Supreme  Giand  Chapters  of  Vic- 
toria, New  Brunswick,  Louisiana,  North  Calorina,  Cali- 
fornia, Iowa,  Colorado,  and  Oregon. 
M.  Eomp.  T.  F.  H.  Mackenzie,  Grand  First  Principal. 
R,  E.  Comp.  Alf.  J.  Burbidge,      Grand  Scribe  "  E." 


NORTH  CAROLINA 1896. 

This  Grand  Chapters  convaned  in  its  68th  annual  grand 
convocation  in  Newburn  on  May  12th  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Walter  E.  Storm  in  his  address  as  Grand 
High  Priest  reports,  we  regret  to  say  that  decease  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  W,  Blount. 

He  thus  refers  to  the  history  of  the  Royal  Craft : — 

^  It  is  not  my  purpose,  nor  is  it  appropriate  at  the  present  time,  to  burden 
this  address  with  a  resume  of  the  history  of  the  Royal  Arch  ;  suffice  it  to  say, 
authentic  accounts  give  precedence  to  Sterling  Rock  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  as  the  first  to  practice  the  rite  in  1743.  Crossing  the  Atlantic,  the 
honor  of  the  first  exaltation  belongs  to  Fredericksburg  Lodge,  Virginia,  in 
the  year  1753.  Thus  we  see.  that  by  contrast  with  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  it 
is  young  in  years,  still  its  record  of  nearly  a  century  and  a  half,  is  enough  to 
entitle  it  to  an  honorable  antiquity.  We  of  to  day  are  enjoying  here  the  re- 
sults of  the  patient  toil  and  perseverance  of  those  Craftsmen,  who  long  ago 
have  rendered  an  account  of  their  stewardsqip  to  the  Great  I  Am,  and  as  they 
have  fulfilled  their  dnty  towards  us,  so  we,  by  work  which  will  pass  the  over- 
seer's squrres,  should  uprear  our  portion  of  the  edifice  without  flaw  or  blem- 
ish, leaving  for  succeeding  generations  nothing  to  undo." 

In  referring  to  the  chain  of  masonic  brotherhood  be 
prettily  says: — 

'*  In  this  rapid  age,  the  wild  and  maddening  struggle  for  wealth,  the  keen- 
ness of  competition  and  the  battle  for  sheer  existence,  have  often  overcome 
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the  scruples  of  men,  and  truth  and  honor  are  frequently  set  aside  in  their  deal- 
ings with  each  other  If  an  instisution  exists  where  these  moral  principles 
are  preserved,  where,  in  the  grim  tragedy  of  life,  one  can  expect  the  helping 
hand  of  a  Samaritan  to  succor  him  in  time  of  need,  and  a  faithful  breast  to 
which  he  can  unburden  his  troubles,  he  will  gladly  avail  himself  of  the  advan- 
tage, and  once  within  the  fold,  will  not  only  enjoy  the  safeguards  thrown 
about  him,  but  become  one  more  unit  in  representing  the  civil  and  moral  law 
against  anarchy  and  coufusion." 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  in  818,  against 
784  in  1895. 

Companion  James  Southgate  furnishes  another  of  his 
excellent  reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  his  four- 
teenth, and  has  very  kind  notice  of  Quebec,  with  several 
quotations  from  our  report. 

He  congratulates  us  upon  the  new  Montreal  Temple, 
welcomes  back  Comp.  Whyte  to  the  ranks  of  Foreign 
Correspondents  and  says  also  :  — 

'*  The  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  made  reports  of  the  work  per* 
formed  in  their  several  bailiwicks,  and  by  this  means  nearly  all  the  subordi- 
nates were  visited  and  much  help  given  to  the  Grand  Z.  by  these  efficient 
co-workers,  and  through  their  reports  he  can  get  a  better  insight  into  the 
Chapters  than  in  any  other  way." 


M.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  LiDDELL, 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  H.  Morrison, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretory. 


NORTH  DAKOTA.— 1896. 

The  fourteen  chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  have  a  mem- 
bership of  798  against  765  in  1895. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Theodore  F.  Branch  was  the  presiding 
Grand  High  Priest  at  the  seventh  annual  session  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  held  at  Fargo  on  June  nth  1896. 

Speaking  of  fraternal  relations  hs  says  : — 

"  Under  this  head  I  desire  to  say,  that  I  believe  the  system  of  exchanging 
repiesentatiyes  is  a  good  one,  but  that  it  is  not  duly  appreciated  by  many  of 
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those  receiving  commissions.  I  have  known  cases  where  proceedings  have 
been  received  and  never  opened  and  I  presume  they  never  even  acknowledged 
their  receipt.  Nothing  is  more  interesting  and  valuable  to  a  student  of  Chap- 
ter Masonry  than  reading  the  proceedings  and  Report  on  Correspondence  of 
other  Grand  Jurisdictions.  If  they  don't  send  them  to  you,  write  for  them, 
and  then  read  them  and  learn  what  is  going  on  outside  of  your  own  little 
burg." 

On  a  subject  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  he  has  this  to  say,  in  which  he  was  strongly 
ai>proved,  we  are  glad  to  observe  by  Grand  Chapter  : — 

"  I  can  imagine  that  the  two  principal  reasons  for  stagnation  and  lack  of 
interest  would  be  incompetent  officers,  particularly  that  of  High  Priest,  and 
enough  Blue  Lodges  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Chapter.  As  to  the  first,  while 
I  admit  that  a  fine  ritualist  is  not  all  that  q^oes  to  make  up  a  first-class  presid- 
ing officer,  I  think  it  is  a  very  essential  ingredient.  You  ail  know  what  your 
sensations  are  at  seeing  our  beautiful  and  impressive  work  done  in  an  imper- 
fect and  slovenly  manner.  No  one  thing  will  cause  a  Chapter  to  go  down  grade 
as  quick,  and  when  it  once  commences  to  go  down  everything  appears  to  be 
greased  for  the  occasion.  I  don't  mean  to  insinuate  that  we  have  any  such 
officers,  present  company  always  excepted,  but  it  does  no  harm  to  think  of 
these  thing.s  when  it  comes  time  for  election.  I  believe  it  should  be  an  un- 
written law  that  no  Companion  be  advanced  to  the  East  until  be  had  shown 
his  Chapter,  by  actual  work,  that  he  is  qualified  ;  of  course  the  High  Priest 
should  \ye  courteous  enough  to  give  those  next  in  line  an  opportunity.  I  re- 
ceived the  most  of  my  Masonic  education  in  Ohio  and  there  it  was  an  unheard 
of  proceeding  to  elect  one  to  the  East  who  had  not  proved  by  actual  work 
that  he  was  competent.  As  to  the  second  reason,  I  an  reminded  of  a  note  of 
warning  uttered  by  M.  E.  Companion  Blatt  when  he  was  Grand  fligh  Priest 
some  ten  years  ago  when  he  said,  "  make  haste  slowly  in  organizing  new 
Chapters.  " 

M.  E.  Comp.  Albert  B.  Herrich,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  J.  Thompson,      Grand  Secretary. 


NOVA  SCOTIA.— 1895.-1896. 

The  26  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  held  at  Sydney  C.B.,  on  the  i  ith  June 
1895    and   was   presided    over  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  B. 
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Alley^  His  successor  as  Grand  High  Priest  was  M,  E. 
Comp,  S.  W.  Crabbe,  who  presided  at  the  27th  annual 
convocation  which  was  held  at  Halifax  on  the  9th  June 
1896. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  exercises  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  Prince  Edward 
Island  and  Newfoundland.  Its  subordinate  Chapters  have 
a  membership  of  706  against  672  in  1895. 

We  find  nothing  of  importance  to  interest  Companions 
in  our  jurisdiction,  either  in  the  address  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  or  in  the  legislation  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

There  is  no  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  David  Neish,       -     -     Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO— 1896. 

The  148  subordinate  chapters  of  Ohio  have  a  member- 
ship of  14,265,  being  a  net  increase  during  the  year  of 
504. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  H.  Bromweil,  was  the  presiding 
Grand  High  Priest  at  the  eightieth  annual  convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  and  his  portrait  appears  in 
the  volume  of  proceedings  under  review.  He  presented 
an  admirable  address  covering  his  official  actions  during 
the  year  and  occupying  27  pages  of  the  proceedings.  We 
are  glad  to  learn  that  death  did  not  visit  any  of  the  Grand 
or  Past  Grand  Officers  during  the  year. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  note  that  the  habit  of  re- 
quiring candidates  to  select  marks  prior  to  exaltation  had 
fallen  into  desuetude  in  Ohio.  Companion  Bromweil 
says : — 

"  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  express  my  regret  that  the  custom  of  re- 
quiring each  candidate  to  select  and  record  a  suitable  mark,  shortly  after  his 
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advancement,  has  £Ulen  into  disuse,  and  would  suggest  to  you  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  would  cause  its  revival.  The  ceremonies  of  the  Mark 
Degree  would  seem  to  require  the  adoption  of  a  mark  by  every  candidate, 
and  the  practical  use  to  which  the  mark  may  be  applied  would  seem  to  call 
for  a  proper  record  thereof  being  made  in  the  Chapter  Mark  Book.  Not 
only  would  this  be  in  conformity  with  the  ancient  customs  of  this  beautiful 
degree,  but  the  lessons  which  accompany  the  reference  to  the  mark  would 
be  a  constant  reminder  not  only  of  the  privilege  but  of  the  duty  which  each 
Mark  Master  owes  to  his  Brother  of  that  degree." 

Companion  S.  Stacker  Williams  presented  an  admirable 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  is  particularly 
generous  in  his  review  of  Quebec's  proceedings  for  1896. 
We  thank  him  very  cordially  for  his  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy. Referring  to  our  Grand  Chapter's  action  in  a  case 
of  expulsion,  he  expresses  the  opinion  of  many  of  its 
members  when  he  says  :  "  Possibly  the  end  justified  the 
means,  but  the  course  pursued  in  the  case  was  not  strictly 
according  to  custom." 

Much  of  his  review  of  Companion  Whyte's  excellent 
report  for  that  year  will  be  read  here  with  interest  He 
says,  amongst  other  things  : — 

Ohio  comes  in  for  a  fair  share  of  his  valuable  space,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  devoted  to  our  review  for  1895.  He  quotes  our  notice  of  the  erasure 
by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  of  the  charter  of  the  late  Victoria  Chapter 
No.  440,  formerly  working  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Quebec,  and  says : 

**  The  creation  of  this  Chapter  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble  between 
England  and  Quebec. 

'*  Question  What  did  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  gain  by  this  unfra- 
temal  action?'* 

Our  answer  would  be,  nothing  ;  and  we  are  opposed  to  the  assumption  of 
authority  by  any  Grand  Chapter  over  territory  to  which  it  is  not  entitled, 
whether  it  be  that  of  England,  Canada,  or  any  other  Grand  Chapter.  This 
may  explain  to  our  friend  why  we  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Victoria. 

He  devotes  considerable  space  to  a  discussion  of  the  Victoria-Canada 
trouble,  and  while  he  has  much  fault  to  find  with  the  action  of  the  Companions 
forming  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  he  does  not  come  out  squarely  and 
declare  it  to  have  been  illegally  formed.  We  judge  from  his  remarks  that  it 
b  not  so  much  the  legality  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  that  troubles 
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bim  as  his  idea  that  the  Chapters  planted  in  that  colony  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  had  not  been  fairly  treated. 

He  is  not  satisfied  with  our  premises,  nor  are  we  with  his.  We  stand  by 
our  position  and  our  statement  of  the  facts,  and  have  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  his  right  to  his  opinions.  But,  as  the  trouble  between  those  directly 
interested  is  over,  the  Chapters  whose  cause  he  championed  having  surren- 
dered their  Canadian  charters  and  received  others  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Victoria,  there  is  now  nothing  in  dispute. 

We  leave  the  report  of  Companion  Whyte  with  reluctance,  as  in  leaving 
it  we  feel  that  we  are  also  parting  company  with  him,  the  work  of  preparing 
future  reports  for  his  jurisdiction  having  been  passed  over  to  another. 

"  In  our  congratulations  to  Companion  Chambers,  in  our  report  for  1S94, 
on  his  elevation  to  the  position  of  Grand  Z.,  we  consoled  ourselves  on  our 
loss  of  him  as  a  correspondent  with  the  thought  that  he  had  recompensed  us 
by  the  appointment  of  Companion  Whyte.  We  console  ourselves  now  with 
the  thought  that  while  from  this  department  w^  lose  the  latter,  the  former  is 
restored  to  us,  our  high  regard  for  both  remaining  unchanged.'' 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  D.  McBride,  -  Grand  High  Priest- 
R.  E.  Comp.  Chakles  C.  Kiefer,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


OREGON -1896. 

The  36th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Oregon  was  held  at  Portland  on  June  8th  and  9th  1891, 
Grand  High  Priest  John  Milton  Hodson  presiding.  It  is 
pleasant  to  find  the  following  in  the  address  of  our  M.  E. 
Companion  :  - 

**  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  most  cordial  relations  have  been  maintained 
between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Oregon  and  sister  grand  jurisdictions.  Not- 
withstanding the  unfavorable  conditions  that  have  prevailed  throughout  the 
state  during  the  year,  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  official  reports  show 
there  has  been  a  general  advance  in  Capitular  work  and  our  membership  will 
show  a  gain.  While  it  is  not  so  large  as  in  many  years  of  general  prosperity, 
I  consider  it  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  we  have  been  able  to  fully  maint- 
ain our  standing  and  exhibit  a  gain  rather  than  a  loss.  I  trust  that  more 
favourable  circumstances  may  soon  develop  and  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
will  be  fully  prepared  to  reap  the  benefits  of  renewed  prosperity. 

As  the  best  proof  of  the  peac«  and  harmony  that  prevails,  I  may  say  that 
not  an  appeal  has  been  filed  nor  a  contention  developed  requiring  official 
action  or  deasion,  and  the  very  few  questions  asked  were  readily  answered  by 
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reference  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  fraternity,  all  of  which  speaks  in  the 
most  flattering  terms  of  the  ability  of  the  officers  and  companions  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  " 

The  membership  is  1,290  as  compared  with  1,238  in 
the  preceding  y^ar. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  an  exceedingly 
interesting  review,  in  which  Quebec's  proceedings  are 
pleasantly  noticed,  is  from  the  pen  of  M.  E.  Comp,  J.  M. 
Hodson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Irvine,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  F.  Robinson,    -  Grand  Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1895. 

An  exceedingly  handsome  volume  of  procfeedings  is 
that  which  contains  the  record  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  year  ending  December  27th  1895. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  is  iS,957i 
against  15,478  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  the  23rd  November  1895,  Grand  Chapter  celebrated, 
in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Philadelphia,  its  one  hundredth 
anniversary,  to  which  representatives  of  all  Grand  Chap- 
ters in  fraternal  correspondence  with  that  of  Pennsylvania 
were  invited.  The  present  writer  much  regrets  his  inabi- 
lity to  have  attended  this  splendid  celebration.  There 
were  music  and  historical  addresses.  The  latter  each 
covered  a  period  of  25  years.  There  was  a  magnificent 
banquet  at  night,  and  again  there  was  another  splendid 
feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Bartlett  presided  as  Grand  High 
Priest  at  the  annual  convocation  on  December  27th  1895, 
but  nothing  of  startling  interest  appears  in  the  record  of 
that  meeting. 
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The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  composite  work  of 
Companion  Matthias  H.  Henderson.  Edgar  A.  Tennis,  J. 
Simpson  Africa,  Joshua  L.  Lyte  and  John  P.  Clark. 

From  their  **  conclusion  "  we  take  the  following  :  — 

*'  We  have,  in  places,  remarked  that  we  do  not  so  in  Pennsylvania,  not 
altogether  in  a  spirit  of  criticism,  but  for  the  purpose  of  directing  your  thought 
to  a  careful  consideration  of  our  own  laws  and  customs.  In  some  cases  where 
the  expression  quoted  is  used,  we  may  be  open  for  argument  and  for  convic- 
tion that  our  way  is  not  the  best  way.  One  some  subjects,  however,  we  have 
convictions  so  firmly  founded  that  we  think  it  imponsible  for  them  to  be  shaken. 

To  our  minds  the  two  cryingevils  of  the  day,  agaifist  which  our  Grand 
Chapter  should  raise  its  voice  in  protest,  are  ptiblic  installations  and  printed 
rituals.  In  treating  of  these,  your  Committee  desires  to  speak  in  no  uncertain 
terms.  One  of  our  predecessors,  in  his  Report,  has  well  said  :  Another  sign 
of  the  times,  which  we  deplore,  is  the  opening  up  of  our  most  solemn  cere- 
monies to  the  gaze  of  the  profane  world.  Not  only  in  the  Chapter,  but  even 
in  the  Lodge,  this  unfortunate  innovation  is  being  practised,  and  an  Institu- 
tion whose  genius  it  is  to  celebrate  its  ceremonies  and  mysteries  within  tyled 
doors,  is  made  to  contribute  to  the  entertainment  of  a  curious  public.  The 
natural  result  of  this  is  to  loosen  the  bond  of  secrecy,  which  has  done  so  much 
to  hold  the  Fraternity  together  as  a  unit  It  begets  freedom  of  expression,  not 
only  in  speech  but  in  writing.  It  is  by  no  means  rare  to  find,  in  reports  and 
addresses,  words  and  phrases  printed  in  bold  characters  that  should  be  used 
only  with  the  greatest  caution.  These  remarks  will  apply  to  the  twin  evils 
mentioned,  and  appeal  to  us  in  trumpet  tones  to  hold  fast  to  the  faith." 

Quebec  is  reviewed  by  Companion  Clark  and  has  very 
extended  notice,  considerable  attention  being  paid  to 
Companion  Whyte's  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

He  makes  the  statement  that  it  is  ridiculous  in  a  body 
of  men  attempting  to  march  through  the  streets  dressed 
up  in  the  full  paraphernalia  of  a  Chapter,  but  what  bear- 
ing this  assertion  has  upon  the  attendance  in  regalia  of 
members  of  the  Royal  Craft  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  Montreal  Temple  we  utterly  fail  to  discover. 
Surely  our  good  Companion  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  the 
difference  between  "the  full  paraphernalia  of  a  Chapter" 
that  he  speaks  of,  and  the  "  regalia "  of  the  individual 


48  RHODS  ISLAND. 


members  of  the  Royal  Craft  referred  to  in  the  address 
which  he  thus  criticises. 

Companion  Clark  says  a  good  thing  under  Wisconsin, 
in  answer  to  an  argument  why  Pennsylvania  should  go 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 
Companion  Swain  had  said  ''  Many  a  young  girl  marries 
a  man  for  the  purpose  of  n  formic  g  him,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, if  she  cast  her  lot  with  us,  might  enact  a  similar  role." 
To  this  Companion  Clark  replied  :  —  "As  the  young  girl 
usually  lives  to  repent  her  rash  act,  Pennsylvania  has  no 
desire  to  follow  her  example.'* 

M.  E.  Comp.  Ezra  S.  Barti.ett,  -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Carv,         -      Grand  Secretary. 


RHODE  ISLAND— 1896. 

M.  E.  Companion  Albert  L.  Anthony  Grand  High 
Priest  presided  at  the  98th  annual  convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  held  at  Providence  on 
March  1 8th  1 896,  and  his  portrait  appears  in  the  volume 
of  proceedings  before  us. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  increased 
from  2,347  in  1895  to  2,438  in  1896. 

In  addition  to  the  portrait  already  mentioned,  the 
volume  before  us  contains  one  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
W.  T.  C.  Ward  well,  Lieut- Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

Companion  Henry  W.  Rugg,  supplies  a  brief  Report  of 
Foreign  Correspondence,  in  shape  of  reviews  of  the  prin- 
cipal subjects  discussed  in  the  Masonic  World  during  the 
preceding  year. 
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On  a  subject  which  has  been  widely  discussed  for  some 
time  past,  he  says  : — 

"  The  Grand  Representative  system  has  uf  late  received  a  good  deal  of 
adverse  criticism.  Indeed,  it  is  quite  probable  that  Grand  Representatives, 
as  a  rule,  are  more  ornamental  than  useful,  even  when  a  right  selection  is 
made.  Sometimes,  however,  a  Grand  Representative  may  be  found  useful. 
Some  contingency  may  arise,  when  an  intelligent  and  influential  Craftsman, 
representing  a  Grand  Lodge  or  a  Grand  Chapter,  may  serve  its  interest  in  the 
remote  locality  where  he  resides.  Our  own  experience  as  Grand  Represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  Grand  Bodies  located  in  the  far  West,  is  in  point.  Until 
recently,  we  had  never  been  called  upon  to  render  any  service  to  the  distant 
Grand  Body,  which  had  honored  us  with  an  appointment.  A  few  months 
ago,  however,  a  matter  was  placed  in  our  hands  for  adjustment,  and  we  were 
able,  after  a  little  time  to  effect  a  desired  arrangement.  Of  course,  it  would 
have  given  us  sincere  pleasure  to  have  rendered  such  a  service,  even  if  we 
had  not  held  the  appointment  of  Grand  Representative  ;  but.  it  became  per- 
haps, something  more  of  a  duly  and  a  privilege  for  us  to  comply  with  the 
request,  because  we  were  in  official  communication  with  that  Grand  Body.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  great  harm  comes  from  the  Grand  Representative 
system  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  we  think  it  had  better  be  continued.  As  one  of 
our  brother  correspondents  says  ;  It  may  not  have  all  the  advantages  intended 
by  its  founders,  but  it  has  the  merit  at  least,  of  marking  friendly  relations 
which  exist  between  Craft  Jurisdictions  ;  and  the  very  act  of  appointment  is 
evidence  of  a  desire  to  strengthen  and  cement  the  bond  that  mutually  joins 
all  organizations  known  to  be  Masonic." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  L.  Knight,     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  R.  Greene,      Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA— 1896. 

The  85th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Carolina  was  held  in  Charleston  on  February  nth 
1896. 

M.  E.  Companion  J.  T.  Barron,  Grand  High  Priest,  who 
presided,  delivered  a  brief  though  interesting  address  in 
reporting  his  official  actions.  Under  the  head  **  Condition 
of  the  Royal  Craft  ",  he  says  :  — 

''I  feel  that  I  cannot  report  uur  condition  as  entirely  satisfactory.  Most 
of  the  Chapters  have,  however,  brought  up  material  for  our   Mystic  Temple, 
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which  I  think  has  be«c  justly  prononoced  **  good  work,  true  work,  square 
work.**  while  many  brethren  are  seeking  farther  promotion  in  Masonry.  I 
find  that  the  officers  are  becoming  more  familiar  with  the  new  Ritual,  and,  as 
a  natural  consequence,  the  attendance  is  generally  larger,  and  more  interest 
is  displayed  a  t  our  Convocations. 

I  know  of  no  discord  in  our  ranks,  nor  has  there  been  such  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  government  of  the  afEurs  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  as  to 
necessitate  the  submission  of  any  question  for  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  High 
Priest." 

R.  E.  Companion  Albert  £.  Fugle  presented  a  concise 
and  well  prepared  Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Quebec  is  very  fraternally  noticed  and  several  quotations 
are  made  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  "Z"  of  that  year- 
Our  good  Companion  has  our  best  thanks  for  his  compli- 
mentary references  to  us. 


M.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Barron, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Albert  E.  Fugle, 


Grand  High  Priest, 
-    Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA— 1896. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota  met  in  seventh 
annual  convocation  at  Huron  on  June  nth  1896. 

M.  E,  Companion  Harvey  J.  Rice,  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears in  the  volume  of  proceedings,  presided  at  this  con- 
vocation. Under  the  state  of  the  Order,  in  his  address, 
we  find  the  following  : — 

"  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  within  our  Jurisdiction  peace  and 
harmony  exist,  and  that  during  the  interval  since  we  last  met,  no  unpleasant 
complications  have  arisen  to  disturb  Capitular  Masonry.  I  wish  I  could  report 
to  you  that  all  our  Chapters  were  prosperous.  In  too  many  instances  the 
report  comes  up.  We  are  doing  very  little  work  ;  'tis  hard  to  get  a  quorum. 
What  is  the  trouble  and  what  is  the  remedy  ?  are  serious  questions.  In  too 
mary  cases  it  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  Chapter  is  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
stepping-stone  to  enable  some  to  reach  something  beyond.  Too  many  who 
pass  the  Vails  fail  to  comprehend  anything  beyond  the  idle  amusement  of  an 
evening,  and  after  they  have  taken  all  the  steps,  and  reached  the  highest  pin* 
naric,  have  Hiiled  to  find  the  true  l)eauties  of  Masonry." 


TKNNKSSEE.  5 1 


Have  our  South'  Dakota  Companions  tried  the  intro- 
duction at  their  Chapter  meetings  of  Refreshment  and  of 
other  of  the  social  features  which  make  the  higher  degrees 
so  much  prized  and  sought  after  ? 

We  are  sorry  to  note  a  slight  decrease  in  the  member- 
ship which  is  still  however  1,491  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Companion  L.  G.  Leroy  furnishes  a  capital  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  devoting  three  pages  to  a  gene- 
rous notice  of  Quebec,  and  discussing  at  length  with  M. 
E.  Comp.  Whyte  the  question  of  dependent  membership. 

In  his  conclusion  he  says :  — 

"  The  task  is  ended,  the  labor  is  over,  and  we  have  been  highly  edified  and 
fully  enjoyed  the  perusal  of  the  reports  of  the  forty-five  Jurisdictions  under 
review.  We  have  wandered  among  the  many  perfect  ashlars  exposed  to  view 
by  our  co-laborers  of  the  Guild,  fron  the  rock-ribbed  coast  of  the  East  to  the 
bayous  of  the  South  ;  from  the  golden  shore  of  the  West  to  the  pine  clad 
mountains  of  the  Northwest ;  from  the  cactus  plains  and  sage  brush  of  the 
Central  States  including  the  vast  fruitful  prairies  of  our  neighboring  States 
and  their  inland  seas  on  the  North  to  the  mills  and  workshops  of  ths  teeming 
millions  of  the  East,  all  have  passed  under  review  and  in  all  can  be  found 
good  work  and  true,  stones  fitted  to  adorn  and  beautify  our  Masonic  structure. 

Despite  the  prevailing  depression  Capitular  Masonry  has  held  its  own. 
While  its  numerical  increase  is  not  as  great  as  in  past  years,  still  it  has  made 
sure  progress,  the  increase  hering  slightly  over  3  per  cent  for  the  year.  The 
difficulties  and  dissensions  heretofore  existing  between  Canada  and  Victoria 
being  amicably  settled  peace  and  harmony  in  Capitular  matters  prevail  through- 
out the  world.    Long  may  it  continue  so." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  V.  Ayres,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  -    Grand  Secretary. 


TENNESSEE— 1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Albert  G.  Kinbrough,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided  at  the  67th  annnal  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Tenessee  held  at  Nashville  on  January  27th 
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1896,  and  his   portrait  adorns  the  volume  of  proceedings. 
All  the  proceedings  at  this  convocation  were  of  local 
interest  only. 

Constituent  chapters  report  a  membership  of  no  less 
than  2,755. 

Companion  H.  H.  Ingersoll  presented  a  brief  but  inte- 
resting  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  his  notice  of  Quebec.  It  does  not  be- 
come to  the  writer  of  the  present  report  however  to  refer 
to  brevity  as  a  cause  of  complaint 

Companion  Ingersoll's  reference  to  Quebec  is  compli- 
mentary.    He  says  of  our  volume  of  proceedings :  — 

"  No  finer  pamphlet  reaches  this  Committee  than  that  which  comes  from 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec,  even  if  they  do  still  brand  their  High 
Priest  with  the  letter  Z." 

M.  E.  Comp.  W.  D.  Henderson,  -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Clendening,    -  Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS-1896. 

The  47th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas  was  held  at  Houston  on  December  1st  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Bunting  was  Grand  High  Priest. 

We  regret  to  learn  of  the  inroads  made  by  Death  upon 
the  Past  and  present  membership  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 
Amongst  those  who  have  been  summoned  away  are  the 
Senior  Grand  Steward  Comp.  J.  P.  Howard  ;  P.  G.  H.  P. 
Henry  F.  Gillette  ;  D.  D.  G  H.  P.  James  Wrigley  ;  and 
Past  Grand  Secretary  Robert  Brewster. 

The  present  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is 
6,205.  showing  a  net  gain  during  the  year  of  107. 
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Companion  Wm,  Clark,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a 
magnificent  address  upon  the  dignity,  the  origin  and  the 
work  of  masonry,  and  if  space  permitted  we  would  gladly 
transfer  it  to  our  pages. 

Companion  John  L.  Terrell  presents  a  very  interesting 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  82  pages  long,  in 
which  lengthy  notice  is  accorded  to  Quebec's  proceedings 
of  1 896. 

Referring  to  a  passage  in  our  address  of  that  year  as 
Grand  "  Z"  he  says  : — 

"  Studied  affronts — prejudices  of  a  hostile  democracy  ?  It  may  be  that  we 
do  not  exaetly  understand  the  reference.  However,  we  think  we  do — and  we 
venture  to  suggest  to  our  companions  that  they  need  fear  no  hostile  demo- 
cracy if  they  will  only  act  on  the  Golden  Rule.  Is  it  not  true  that  our  govern- 
ment has  stilled  more  national  tempests,  and  prevented  more  national  out- 
bursts than  any  nation  on  the  earth  ? " 

What  does  our  good  Companion  mean  by  talking  of 
"  fear  '*  to  subjects  of  the  greatest  empire  that  the  world 
has  ever  known,  of  her  for  whom  **  there  are  no  terrors  in 
national  isolation,  nor  yet  in  studied  affronts,  whether  in- 
tended to  cater  to  the  prejudices  of  a  hostile  democracy 
upon  one  continent,  or  to  feed  the  warlike  passions  of 
vain-glorious  legions  upon  another  "? 

What  does  he  mean  again  by  applying  to  us  the  condi- 
tional remark  "  if  they  will  only  act  on  the  Golden  Rule  ?*' 
Has  he  reason  to  suspect  that  we  are  likely  to  do  any. 
thing  else  ?  We  have  none  of  that  undesirable  element 
in  our  country  that  could  be  classed  "  a  hostile  demo- 
cracy *'  so  far  as  our  neighbor's  peace  is  concerned,  or  the 
enforcement  of  law  and  order  at  home.  Some  of  our 
neighbors  are  not  so  fortunate,  and  some  of  their  public 
men  have  not  hesitated  to  risk  the  peace  of  the  world  by 
truckling,  for  a  time,  at  least,  in  their  public  utterances, 
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to  the  political  influence  of  the  worst  elements  of  the  com- 
munity. These  are  all  facts  which  cannot  be  success- 
fully denied  and  they  are  facts  that  we  regret.  Freema- 
sonry has  nothing  in  common  with  these  lawless  elements 
or  with  the  studied  affronts  that  we  have  in  mind,  and 
we  shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  our  Texas  Compan- 
ions are  ready  to  either  justify  or  appiove  them. 


M.  E.  Comp.  R.  O.  Rounsavall, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Lop  as,  jr., 


Grand  High  Triest. 
Grand  Secretary. 


VERMONT~i896. 

The  frontispiece  to  Vermont's  last  volume  of  proceed- 
ings is  formed  by  the  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  J. 
Wright,  the  Grand  High  Priest  who  presided  at  the  79th 
annual  convocation  of  (irand  Chapter  at  Burlington  on 
Friday  the  12th  June  1896. 

Quebec  was  represented  by  its  old  friend,  M.  E.  Comp. 
Marsh  O.  Perkins. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  declined  to  grant  a  dispensa- 
tion for  a  new  chapter  upon  the  petition  of  eighteen  com- 
panions, because  the  territory  was  limited,  but  he  recom- 
mended that  a  neighboring  chapter  be  granted  authority 
to  hold  its  meetings  alternately  at  the  two  places. 

The  following  is  the  committee  report  thereon,  which 
was  adopted  : — 

•*  Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters  have  carefully  consid- 
ered the  petition  of  the  Companions  at  Kichford  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be 
located  at  that  place,  to  be  known  as  ''Park  Davis  Chapter."  We  hold,  if  the 
petition  is  granted,  that  Lafayette  Chapter,  No.  4«  would  be  deprived  of  fully 
one  half  of  its  present  membership,  and  after  obtaining  what  information  we 
could  from  one  of  the  petitioners,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  old  landmarks 
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should  be  preserved^nd  nothing  should  be  done  by  this  Grand  Chapter  that 
will  deprive  an  already  weak  patient  of  the  chance  of  life  ;  and  would  there- 
fore recommended  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  dismissed. 

'•  We  further  recommend  that  Lafayette  Chapter  No.  4,  be  required  to 
hold  at  least  six  special  convocations  of  said  Chapter  at  Richford.  during  the 
)ear,  for  work  upon  such  candidates  as  maybe  elected  to  receive  the  Chapter 
degrees  from  that  locality.'* 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows  :  Exalted  during 
the  year,  132;  admitted,  13  ;  reinstated,  i  ;  present  mem- 
bership, 2718.  He  also  reports  a  commission  having  been 
issued  to  our  Companion  Felix  W.  Fitzgerald  to  repre- 
sent the  Grand  Chapter  of  Vermont  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Texas.  The  Grand  Lecturer  made  an  inte- 
resting report. 

The  following  was  adopted  :  — 

** Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Chapter  recognizes  the  SupremeGrand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  New  South  Wales  as  an  independent  Grand  Body, 
sovereign  within  its  Grand  Jurisdiction,  extends  fraternal  greetings  to  Ihc 
same,  and  invites  an  exchange  of  representatives." 

The  committee  on  grievances  reported  "  peace,  har- 
mony and  prosperity  pervades  the  entire  jurisdiction  of 
this  Grand  Chapter."  This  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  divided 
into  five  districts,  with  a  District  Deputy  for  each. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Com- 
panion Marsh  O.  Perkins,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  being 
his  fifth,  and  is  an  excellent  review  which  includes  most 
generous  notice  of  Quebec.  He  is  more  complimentary 
than  we  deserve,  saying  of  our  address  to  Grand  Chapter 
(1895) :- 

*  The  address  of  the  Grand  Z,  is  an  excellent  paper,  alike  creditable  tu  its 
author,  one  of  the  profoundest  masonic  scholars  of  this  day  and  generation, 
and  to  the  Royal  craftsmen  whose  affairs  he  had  administered  with  rare  dis- 
cretion and  ability." 

He  pays  a  well   merited  tribute   to  the  ability  of  our 
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good   Companion  Will   H.  Whyte  as  Foreign  Correspon- 
dent, and  from  his  "  conclusion  "  we  take  the  following  :  — 

'*  The  most  important  events  in  the  record  of  the  year  \\nll  be  found  in  the 
union  of  the  rival  Grand  Bodies  heretofore  claiming  the  control  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  in  Scotland,  and  the  amalgamation  of  the  Canadian  chapters  in  the 
Colony  of  Victoria,  Australia,  with  those  before  acknowledging  allegiance  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria.  Each  event  strengthened  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  the  respective  jurisdictions,  and  both  afford  abundant  cause  for  rejoicings 
and  congratulation." 

M.  E,  Comp.  Daniel  N.  Nicholson,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Warren  G.  Reynolds.  Grand  Secretary. 


VICTORIA— 1895-96. 

We  are  in  possession  of  reports  of  convocations  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  held  at  Melbourne 
on  July  22nd  1895,  on  January  27th  1896  and  on  July 
27th  1896. 

The  Companions  in  this  jurisdiction  have  our  congratu- 
lations upon  the  union,  lately  affected  between  those 
Chapters  hailing  under  the  Registry  of  Canada  and  those 
in  obedience  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  principal  conditions  of  the  union  :  — 

**  That  the  delegates  recommend  as  the  first  clause  of  Union,  that  in  future 
no  Companion  shall  be  considered  eligible  for  any  Principars  Chair,  who  has 
not  been  installed  as  the  Master  of  a  regular  Crait  Lodge,  but  that  Compan- 
ions who  are  already  Principals  of  the  Canadian  Constitution  shall  be  re- 
cognised as  Principals  ;  and  that  all  past  ranks  be  acknowledged,  ratified,  and 
registered,  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria. 

That  the  present  Canadian  Chapters  receive  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Victoria,  Foundation  warrants  free  of  charge,  and  free  registration  of  all  mem- 
bers, at  the  time  of  Amalgamation. 

That  the  necessary  dispensations  be  granted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  i  f 
Victoria,  for  installing  such  Companions  as  may  respectively  be  elected  Prin- 
cipals of  the  present  Canadian  Chapters,  at  the  next  day  ot  eleetion  in  each 
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Chapter,  succeeding  Amalgamation.    The  number  of  such  dispensations  not 
to  exceed  eight  (8). 

The  fore-going  conditions  being  complied  with,  it  is   agreed  that  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter,  be  acknowledged." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Sir  W.  J. Clarke;  Bart,  Grand  Z. 

R,  E.  Comp.  John  Braim,     -     -     -     Grand  Scribe  E. 


VIRGINIA— 1896. 

The  membership  of  the  36  subordinate  chapters  is 
2504  against  2407  in  1895. 

The  89th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Richmond  on  the  24th  November  1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  Bumgardner  presided,  and  from  his 
address  we  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of  M.  E. 
Companion  Geo.  W.  Dame,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Chas  A.  Nesbitt  submitted  a  brief,  though 
interesting  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which 
Quebec  finds  pleasant  notice. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  P.  Steffner,   -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  B.  Bi.anks,      -     Grand  Secretary. 


WASHINGTON— 1896. 

The  present  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  in 
this  jurisdiction  is  1,140. 

The  portrait  at  ^the  commencement  of  the  volume  of 
proceedings  is  that  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Edward  R.  Hare,  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  who  presided  at  the  twelfth  annual 
convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  held  in  Seattle,  on 
June  5th,  1896.     His  address  is  a  thoughtful  one,  and  no 
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doubt  was  full  of  interest  to  the  Companions  of  his  juris- 
diction. 

Companion  Yancey  C.  Blalock  presented  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  a  very  carefully  prepared  and  read- 
able paper,  in  which  Quebec's  1896  proceedings  find 
courteous  notice.  He  quotes  the  decisions  rendered 
during  the  year  from  our  address  as  Grand  *'Z/*  and  has 
pleasant  reference,  for  which  we  thank  him,  to  the  excel- 
lent report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  that  year  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Walter  LeRoy  Darby,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Yancey  C.  Blalock,    -     Grand  Secretary. 


WISCONSIN— 1896. 

The  subordinate  chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  claim  a 
membership  of  5,676.     A  year  before  the  total  was  5,497. 

M.  E.  Comp,  Samuel  Wright,  Grand  High  Priest,  pre- 
sided at  the  46th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  held  at  Milwaukee,  on  February  i8th,  1896. 
His  address  is  a  very  excellent  one.  We  regret  to  learn 
from  it  of  the  decease  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  A.  V. 
H.  Carpenter,  and  quote  the  following  :  — 

"  Informally  1  have  been  asked  whether  smoking  should  be  permitted  dur' 
ing  the  session  of  a  Chapter  in  any  o(  its  several  degrees.  I  understand  that 
one  Chapter  considered  it  so  <ar  an  open  question  as  to  pass  a  mild  resolu- 
tion against  it,  after  a  long  and  heated  discussion,  though  some  time  later, 
by  permission  of  the  High  Priest,  it  was;  disregarded,  for  the  reason,  I  pre- 
sume, of  its  being  considered  too  harsh  tor  the  finer  feelings  of  some  of  h\» 
sensitive  members.  Though  not  called  upon  for  an  official  decision  I  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  my  surprise  that  such  acts  as  are  intended  to  lower 
the  dignity  of  any  assembly  should  be  tolerated  for  a  moment  in  a  body 
*  opened  under  the  usual  Masonic  restrictions.*  I  hope  you  will  express 
yourselves  on  this  subject  in  such  terms  as  will  not  be  mipanderstood." 
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The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  whose  report  was 
adopted,  reported  as  follows:— 

*'A  majority  of  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  formal  regulation 
should  be  adopted  It  is  clearly  within  the  power  of  the  governing  officer  of 
the  Chapter  to  prohibit  smoking  in  the  Chapter  room  during  the  transaction 
of  business.  The  practice  is  of  doubtful  propriety  and  ought  not  to  he  toler- 
ated, but  the  matter  can  be  safely  left  to  the  High  Priest  to  enforce  his  pre- 
rogative of  prevention." 

In  the  report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  we  find  and  ap- 
prove the  following : — 

"The  edict  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  passed  at  its  last  session,  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  innovations  and  practices  in  the  confening  of  Degrees  not 
recognized  in  the  standard  work,  has,  I  think,  been  generally  observed.  The 
Fifth  Degree  having  been  divested  of  its  excrescences  and  the  Royal  Arch 
of  those  practices  which  were  sometimes  permitted,  has  rendered  those 
degrees  more  instructive  to  the  candidates  and  more  solemn  and  impressive 
to  the  Companions.  Levity  and  frivolity  have  no  place  within  a  Chapter 
when  at  work,  and  should  never  be  indulged  in  except  in  the  hours  of 
refreshment." 

Companion  William  C.  Swain  presents  the  Report  on 
Correspondence,  introducing  it  as  follows  : — 

"  This  report  is  our  thirteenth  ;  thirteen  is  called  an  unlucky  number.  We 
once  heard  of  a  man  77  years  old,  who  sat  down  at  table  with  thirteen,  and 
he  died  just  thirteen  years  later.  We  knew  a  man  who  ascribed  his  ill-luck 
at  whist  to  the  fact  he  played  with  thirteen  cards.  However,  we  saw  the 
new  moon  over  our  right  shoulder  and  we  will  let  it  go." 

From  his  notice  of  Quebec,  which  is  exceeding  cour- 
teous, we  take  the  following :  — 

"  Among  the  Past  Grand  Officers  present  we  note  the  name  of  our  old 
friend  and  Comrade,  with  whom  we  put  in  considerable  time  during  our  un 
pleasantness  of  thirty  odd  years  ago,  Eds^n  Fitch.  We  hope  to  meet  him 
soon,  and  if  we  don't  make  things  lively,  going  over  old  times,  it  will  be  be- 
cause we  don't  know  how. 

Comp  Chambers  is  the  man  who  can  wiitc  a  Correspondence  Report  un 
the  run,  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  of  course  he  writes  a  good  address,  but 
we  have  labored  under  a  disadvantage  while  reviewing  it,  because  our  mind 
continually  runs  back  to  Kitch  and  old  remembranct-s  of  events  before  we 
knew  there  was  a  Chambers. 
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The  only  questions  he  was  called  on  to  answer  were  those  arising  from  the 
edict  of  non<intercouse  with  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England. 

He  had  received  an  invitation  from  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Migh 
Priests  ot  Ohio  for  correspondence  relative  to  introducing  the  Order  into  the 
Province ;  but,  as  they  have  no  High  Priests  in  that  jurisdiction,  he  was 
obliged  to  respond  that  they  could  not  well  have  a  Council. 

Will  H.  Whyte,  after  a  vacation  of  eight  years,  again  comes  to  the  front 
with  a  Correspondence  Report,  succeeding  Chambers. 

In  his  opening  he  notes  the  changes  since  his  retirement,  and  the  list  o 
brilliant  writers  who  have  laid  down  the  pen  forever — each  one  a  link  in  the 
lengthening  chain  which  draws  us  to  the  further  shore. 

Reviewing  California  and  a  dispensation  to  ballot  for  a  candidate  without 
reference,  he  cannot  conceive  of  an  excuse  for  doing  away  with  such  an  ex- 
tremely important  regulation  as  an  investigation  into  every  candidate's  char, 
acter,  and  neither  can  we." 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Thomas  Pryor,  Jr.,    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  W.  Laflix,     -         Grand  Secretary. 


SUPPLEMENTAL 

The  following  reviews  h:ive  been  prepared  too  late  for 
publication  in  their  proper  alphabetical  order,  in  conse  • 
quence  of  the  late  date  at  which  the  proceedings  reached 
us  : — 

CANADA.— 1897. 

A  newspaper  informs  us  that  the  thirty-ninth  annual 
convention  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada  assembled  on  the  27th  of  January,  1897,  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Toronto,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
Toronto,  Grand  Z.,  presiding,  and  supported  by  R.  E. 
Comps.  M.  Walsh,  Ingersoll,  Grand  H.,  and  W.  G.  Reid, 
Hamilton,  Grand  J.,  M.  E.  Comps.  Kivas  Tully,  Toronto; 
J.  E.  Harding,  Q.  C,  Stratford  ;  J.  J,  Mason,  Hamilton ; 
T.  Sargant,  G.S.E.,  Past  Grand  Z*s,  the  Grand  Supts.  of 
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the  several  districts,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  Grand 
R.  A.  Chapter  has  met  at  a  different  time  and  place  from 
the  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  the  attendance 
went  far  to  justify  the  change. 

The  Grand  Z  deh'vered  an  address  of  considerable 
length  on  the  condition  of  the  Order  and  the  work  of  the 
year. 

We  have  been  favored  with  an  advance  copy  of  the 
Report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  prepared  by  Comp. 
George  J,  Bennett,  which  we  may  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounce to  be  one  of  the  best  of  the  year.  It  occupies  no 
less  than  227  pages.  In  the  "  Introduction  *'  we  find  the 
following : — 

"  The  diversity  of  opinion  brought  about  by  Canada's  action  in  eliminat- 
ing the  Past  Master's  degree  from  the  Capitular  system  will  excite  more 
than  ordinary  interest,  and  while  it  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  frequency 
with  which  that  action  has  been  applauded,  it  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that 
the  supporters  of  the  degree  are,  for  the  most  part,  impelled  to  their  position 
by  feelings  of  association  or  sentiment  or  by  fealty  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  and  its  regulations.  The  merits  of  the  degree  or  its  claims  to  anti- 
quity rarely  find  a  place  in  the  c3ntroversy. 

It  may  be  inferred  from  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  situation  that  the 
spark  of  discontent  which  has  flickered  with  more  or  less  activity  for  some 
years  has  been  fanned  into  a  living  (lame.  If  the  Past  Master's  degree  is  per- 
mitted to  exist  it  will  have  an  unpleasant  time  of  it." 

Quebec  has  lengthy  and  sympathetic  notice. 

Referring  to  the  notice  in  our  annual  address,  of  the 
feelings  of  national  uneasiness  that  prevailed  at  the  time 
of  our  1896  Convocation,  he  is  kind  enough  to  say  that 
the  sentiments  therein  expressed,  command  a  responsive 
echo  the  wide  country  over. 

He  is  very  complimentary  in  his  notice  of  Companion 
Whyte's  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  referring 
to  our  good  Companion's  remarks  in  connection  with  the 
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names  "  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  "  and  **  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada/'  which  remarks  are  approved,  we  may  say.  by 
the  whole  Craft  in  this  Jurisdiction,  he  says:  — 

"  All  of  which  we  cheerfully  endorse,  noting  also  the  references  under 
his  reviews  of  other  jurisdictions.  Especially  are  we  assured  of  Quebec's 
love  for  her  mother,  bat  if  there  is  ground  for  coaiplaint  it  is  as  well  to  look 
into  the  origin  of  it  and  apply  the  remedy,  if  any,  right  there.  Thirty  years 
ago  there  was  nobody  to  object  to  the  "Grand  Chapter  of  Canada."  The 
name  was  her's  by  right  of  birth  and  possession,  and  the  Capitular  world  re- 
cognized and  acknowledged  it.  The  difficulty  was  occasioned  by  subsequent 
formations  not  attributable  to  any  error  of  the  original  body.  That  the  situa- 
tion is  open  to  all  the  possibilities  of  confusion  suggested  we  are  willing  to 
admit,  but  how,  without  violating  tradition  and  the  dignity  contributed  by 
age  and  strength,  any  change  is  to  be  effected  at  this  end  of  the  discussion,  it 
is  difficult  to  see." 

There  is  no  need  to  look  into  the  origin  Comp,  Ben- 
nett. We  would  apply  the  remedy,  "  right  there,"  pretty 
quickly,  were  we  in  the  place  of  our  Ontario  Brethren  and 
Companions,  but  our  good  Companion  claims  that  it  can- 
not be  done  by  those  who  alone  have  the  right  and  the 
power  to  do  it. 


M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  - 
R.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Sargant, 


Grand  Z, 
Giand  Scribe  "E." 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.— 1896. 

The  30th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  held  at  Washington,  on 
December,  1896,  M.  E.  Comp.  Theodore  G.  DeMoli, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

While  we  rejoice  to  learn  from  his  annual  address 
that  the  year  just  passed  had  been  pleasant  and  harmo- 
nious, we  learn  with  sorrow  of  the  many  inroads  made  by 
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death  upon  the  ranks  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Amongst 
those  summoned  hence,  were  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  O.  T.  Lon- 
gley,  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  L.  G. 
Stephens,  Grand  Secretary. 

Under  the  heading  "Condition  of  the  Craft"  Comp. 
DeMoIi  says :  — 

"  This  has  not  been  an  over  prosperous  year,  CompanionSb  Death  and 
destruction  have  gone  hand  in  hand  and,  tor  the  first  time  in  eleven  years,  the 
Grand  Chapter  suffers  a  net  loss  in  membership.  One  year  ago  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  members  carried  upon  the  rolls  of  the  several  Chapters  was 
2,192.  During  the  year  the  gross  gain  has  been  137,  and  the  gross  loss  138, 
a  net  loss  of  i,  leaving  our  membership  2. 191 .  I  had  hoped  to  turn  over  to 
my  successor  an  unbroken  rank,  but  the  fates  were  not  propitious,  and  in  this 
woild  ot  oars  we  must  learn  to  accept  the  inevitable. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Chapters  is  good,  although  not  quite  up  to 
last  year's  record.  The  aggregate  cash  balance  of  the  ten  Chapters  October 
3  If  1895.  ^^  16,243.52.  The  present  cash  balance  is  $5,995.21  ;  a  difference 
of  I248.31.  Considering  the  financial  depression  of  the  past  year,  the  record 
is  a  good  one,  and  shows  that  the  Chapters  have  husbanded  their  means. 

The  aggregate  amount  disbursed  for  relief  has  been  $936.91,  a  little  in  ex- 
cess of  former  years." 

Comp.  Wm.  R.  Singleton  again  presents  an  admirable 
report  on  Correspondence.  He  is  very  generous  in  his 
notice  of  Quebec. 

After  quoting  from  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  his 
learned  remarks  upon  the  question  of  Zerubbabel  and 
and  High  Priest,  contained  in  his  last  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  he  says: — 

'*  To  which  we  reply  by  giving  some  extracts  from  historical  works. 

From  (iraetz's  History  of  the  Jews  we  make  the  following  extracts  ; 

As  soon  as  the  permission  for  the  return  had  been  granted,  a  group  of 
men  undertook  the  organization  of  the  returning  exiles.  1  he  leadership  was 
entrusted  to  two  men  of  about  the  same  age,  and  distinguished  lineage  :  Ze- 
rubbabel, called  in  Babylon  Seshbazxar,  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  grand-son 
of  King  Jehoikhin,  hence  a  scion  of  David's  house,  and  Joshua,  the  son  of 
Tehiixedck,  and  grand-son  of  the  last  High  I'ricst  Seraiah.  ♦  •  •  (Vol.  I, 
p.  357) 
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The  people  had  two  leaders  :  Zerubbabel  of  the  Royal  House  of  David 
and  Joshua,  the  High  Priest,  of  Aaronide  descent.  One  was  at  the  head  of 
the  secular,  the  other  of  the  spiritual  power.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent 
the  one  power  from  occasionally  encroaching  upon  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
other.  A  circumstance  in  Zerubbabel's  favor  was  the  people's  allegiance  to 
the  Royal  House  of  David,  and  he  was  a  living  reminder  of  a  glorious  past, 
and  a  pledge  for  an  equally  brilliant  future,  as  foretold  by  the  prophets.  The 
prophet  ITaggai  had  only  (Hag.  H,  verse  23)  called  him  the  chosen  favorite 
of  God,  His  precious  signet  ring.  But  this  was  in  itself  an  obstacle.  It  gave 
the  enemies  of  the  Judaians  the  oppoatunity  to  charge  the  eommunity  with 
the  purpose  of  proclaiming  him  as  the  successor  of  David  to  the  throne.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  prophet  Zechariah  had  proclaimed  that  the  High  Priesi 
Joshua  should  wear  the  crown  (Zech.  Ill,  v.  5-10  ;  Zech.  VII,  vs.  11-14)1 
ascend  the  throne  and  eflect  the  realization  of  the  Messianic  hopes.  In  this 
way  he  gave  the  preference  to  the  High  Priest,  producing  tension  and  divi- 
sions. Peace  could  only  be  restored  by  the  withdrawal  of  one  of  the  two 
leaders ;  their  joint  rule  could  not  fail  to  be  the  occasion  of  excitement  and 
irritation.  A  choice  had  to  be  made  between  the  two,  and  2>rubbabel  was 
obliged  to  give  away,  the  High  Priest  being  more  necessary  than  the  King's 
son.  It  is  probable  that  Zerubbabel  left  Jerusalem  and  returned  to  Babylon, 
and  thus  the  House  of  David  retreated  into  the  background.  (Pages  359, 
360.) 

After  Zerubbabel's  withdrawal,  the  leadership  of  the  community  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  High  Priest  Joshua,  and  after  his  death  into  those  of 
his  son  Jehoiakim. 

Note  particularly  the  original  design  of  the  Ecclesia  as  indicated  in  the 
Mosaic  dispensation,  where  the  High  Priest  is  at  the  head  of  all  religious 
affairs,  when,  after  the  death  of  Moses  the  Leader,  not  King,  and  Joshua,  his 
regularly  appointed  successor,  the  people  were  governed  by  Judges,  or  Elders, 
set  over  them  by  divine  appointment,  and  subservient  to  the  High  Priest. 
The  people  asked  for  a  King  and  Saul  was  selected.  He  was  deposed  by  God 
HimselC  and  David  was  substituted.  The  House  of  David  continued  until 
the  captivity  of  Nebuchadnezzar.  Zerubbabel  a  descendant  of  David,  was 
made,  not  a  King,  but  Thiishata,  and  in  conjunction  with  Joshua  the  High 
Priest  led  the  first  emigration  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem.  He  remained 
but  a  short  time,  and  returned  to  Babylon,  and  was  succeeded  by  Nehemiah, 
a  Priest,  who  was  made  Tirshatha.  From  the  time  of  Nehemiah  every  Tir- 
shathaof  Judea  was  a  Priest  until  the  successors  of  Alexander  the  Great 
invaded  the  country  and  attempted  to  control  the  affairs  of  state.  In  no  ins- 
tance was  there  ever  a  King  of  Judea,  except  by  invasion  of  a  foreign  poten- 
tate, or  assumption  by  a  native-born  subject,  as  in  the  case  of  Aristobulus  I, 
son  of  John  Hyrcanus,  grandson  of  Simon  Maccabens,who  was  the  first  to  as 
sume  the  kingly  power.  After  this  period,  the  Asmonaean  house  suffered  a 
complete  moral  collapse,  and  gradually  declined  in  power,  retaining  none  of 
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the  rdigioas  faith  or  moral  purily  of  their  ancestors.  (Helps  to  Stady  of  the 
Bible,  p.  141  :  Oxford  University  Press.) 

Thegnuidsons  of  Aristobulus  contended  with  each  other  for  the  sover- 
eignty, and  their  internal  disputes  and  jealousy  paved  the  way  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Romans.  Pompeius,  then,  having  been  appealed  to,  in  B.  C. 
63  took  Jerusalem,  and  after  throwing  down  the  walls,  desecrated  the  Temple, 
and  nominated  Hyrcanus  11  to  the  High  Priesthood,  who,  weak  and  indolent, 
permitted  the  artful  Idumaean  Antipater,  the  father  of  Herod,  who  was  after- 
wards called  *'the  Great,"  to  administer  affairs,  and  really  assumed  the  supreme 
power.  (Same.)  Now,  without  going  any  further  into  this  interesting  history, 
we  afHrm  that  there  never  was.  a  King  of  Judea,  properly  so  called,  after  the 
death  of  Zedekiah,  who  was  carried  captive  to  Dabylon,  until  Herod  the 
Great,  but  that  from  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  Jerusalem  they  were  governed 
by  High  Priests  only,  after  Zerubbabel  returned  to  Babylon,  and  Nehemiah 
took  his  place. 

The  American  system  of  the  Royal  Arch  is  strictly  correct  in  making  the 
High  Priest  the  first  officer,  but  is  incorrect  historically  in  designating  the 
second  officer  "  King.  "  The  English  system  is  perhaps  correct  in  giving  the 
name  **  Zerubbal)el  "  to  one  of  its  officers,  but  he  should  be  subordinate  in 
rgliqious  affairs,  and  nai  first.  We  think  that  in  our  last  report  the  reasons 
for  such  were  clearly  set  forth,  viz :  that  in  all  religious  rites  the  '*  Archi- 
Magos  "  was  the  only  person  charged  with  the  duty  of  communicating  the 
'*  higher  mysteries  "  to  the  postulants  who  were  to  receive  them 

Adonai — the  pural  of  excellent  for  Adon — signifying  Lord.  The  Jews 
substituted  this  word  for  the  Tetagrammaton^  because  they  were  not  allowed 
to  pronounce  it  when  reading  the  Scriptures.  In  an  Engli&h  version  it  is  trans- 
lated Lord,  and  small  caps  are  always  used,and,  as  Dr.  Robert  Breckenridge 
says  in  his  "  Knowledge  of  God,  Objectively  Considered,''  to  great  diaadvan- 
tage  and  misconception. 

As  to  the  use  of  the  plural  form,  the  Rabbins  say :  *'  Kvery  word  in- 
dicaUve  of  dominion,  though  singular  in  meaning,  is  made  plural  in 
form,"  the  "  plurcUin  exceUeniim**  Jehovah.  Hbegellini  calls  it  "  the  basis 
of  oar  dogma  and  of  our  mysteries."  It  is  the  ineffable  WORD,  be- 
cause the  pronunciation  is  lost.  The  High  Priest  pronounced  it  once 
annually  only  ;  and  prior  to  his  death  communicated  it  to  his  sucoessor, 
and  it  could  not  be  communicated  to  any  other  person;  hence  in  our 
system  every  one  receiving  that  word  is  eligible  to  the  offite  of  High 
Priest. 

The  subject  is  a  particularly  interesting  and  instructive 
one,  and  we  regret  the  temporary  absence  from  the  Pro- 
vince of  our  M.  E.  Comp.  Will,  H.  Whyte  who  has 
made  it  his  special  duty  and  who,  we  had  hoped,  would 
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have  consented  to  continue  in  this  place  the  discussion 
provoked  by  his  able  paper  upon  it 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  H.  Smith,    -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R,  E.  Comp.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,    -  Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA.— 1896. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana  met  at  Indianapoh's,  in 
51st  Annual  Convocation,  on  October  21st  and  22nd, 
1896. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  W.  Mordhurst  was  the  presiding 
Grand  Hfeh  Priest  We  find  the  following  commendable 
paragraph  in  his  address  : — 

*'  The  behavior  of  Companions  during  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  continues  to  be  a  source  of  vexation  and  mortification  to  the  thinking 
Mason.  It  is  a  grievous  wrong  that  the  thoughtless  Companion  does  Masonr}* 
by  indulging  his  levity  in  so  solemn  a  ceremony  as  the  exalting  of  a  brother 
to  a  degree  that  is  frequently  and  pTO\yer\y  denominated  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch.  High  Priests  permit  practices  that  have  been  denounced  time  and 
again  by  Grand  High  Priests  and  Grand  Chapters,  yet  it  seems  almost  imp';s- 
sible  to  eradicate  this  glaring  evil.  Words  are  without  effect  and  edicts  ap- 
pear to  be  harmless.  There  is  consequently  bnt  one  other  hope,  and  that  is 
that  some  day  some  Grand  High  Priest  will  in  righteous  indignation  arrest 
the  charters  of  a  number  of  the  Chapters  of  Indiana.  It  seems  to  me  that 
nothing  short  of  this  will  ever  bring  about  the  desired  reform." 

It  surprises  us  to  learn  that  robes  and  paraphernah'a 
have  been  displayed  in  Indiana  in  public  and  note  with 
pleasure  the  following  circular  letter  issued  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  in  reference  thereto  :  — 

"  In  the  performance  of  Masonic  duty  and  on  strictly  Masonic  occasions 
it  is  at  times  necessary  and  appropriate  for  a  Chapter  to  appear  in  public  as 
such.  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  that  some 
Chapters  when  bO  appearing  have  not,  however,  observed  the  proprieties  suit- 
able to  such  events.  The  robes  and  paraphernalia  which  add  dignity  and  so* 
lemnity  to  the  practice  of  our  esoteric  rites  become  inappropriate  and  ofttimes 
farcical  when  worn  and  displayed  in  public  processions.    To  guard  again»t 
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anyihing  likely  to  dettact  from  the  decorum  and  the  high  standing  of  the 
Cliapter,  it  is  hereby  directed  that  its  paraphernalia  be  not  exhibited  in  public, 
an<l  I  hat  the  only  Masonic  clothing  to  be  worn  when  Jso  appearing  is — aside 
from  the  jewels  of  the  officers— the  lamb-skin  apron,  agreeable  to  Section  14$ 
of  the  General  Regulations,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  appropriate  badge  of  a  Koyal  Arch  Mason  i.«  "a  white  lamb-skhi 
apron,*'  trimmed  with  scarlet,  and  having  on  the  bib  or  fall  such  appropriate 
Masonic  emblem  as  the  Companion  may  select ;  and  all  Chapters  are  directed 
to  enforce  a  strict  compliance  with  the  foregoing  regulation/ 

"  Henry  W.  Mordhurst, 

*'  Grand  High  PHesi,  " 

Quebec's  proceedings  have  very  generous  notice  in  the 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  is  from  the 
practised  hand  of  Comp.  Thomas  B.  Long.  His  "Con- 
clusion" is  so  good  that  we  quote  it  entire  as  follows  :— 

''  Id  these  days,  when  a  species  of  popular  moral  iopanity  htm  added 
to  our  vocabulary  the  term  '*  bicycle-craze  "  to  designate  a  mild  degree 
of  mental  aberration,  which  is  really,  howeveri  not  a  disease,  but  8inipl>' 
a  kind  of  physical  dissipation  which,  when  its  excesses  are  abandoned, 
will  finally  restrain  itself  to  the  field  of  actual  usefulneMs,  we  have  daily 
accounts  of  "  century  runs,"  as  matters  of  marvellous  note  and  impor- 
tance. How  gloriously,  above  all  the  weakness  and  follies  of  the  age, 
there  now  appear  along  the  horizon  of  time  the  century  runs  of  Free- 
masonry ?  They  are  not  many,  for  the  course  along  which  they  move 
in  a  very  long  one,  even  if  it  is  measured  by  the  mile  stone  Anno  Lucis 
of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  or  Anno  Mundi  of  the  Ancient  Accepteil 
Scottish  Rite,  however  insignificant  itmay  appear  in  the  light  of  modern 
Geology,  or  still  infinitely  more  so  in  the  unutterable  thought  of  eternity. 

In  the  year  that  marks  the  penning  of  this  Report  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Indiana  is  just  passing  the  first  of 
these  mile  stones  of  time  in  the  second  half-century  of  its  grand  career 
of  physical  usefulness  and  moral  advancement ;  and  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  Masonry  isperrennially  younj^  the  frosts  of  age  would  already 
show  upon  its  brow.  Even  this  period  in  a  long  one,  and  empbasizen 
the  truth  that  its  adherents  and  advocates  must  and  do  grow  old  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  Institution  is  constantly  renewing  its 
youth,  and  not  only  recuperating  but  ever  adding  to  its  strength.  It 
needs  not  to  be  located  in  the  Fortunate  Islands  on  one  of  which  tradition 
places  *<the  fountain  of  perpetual  youth,"  nor  is  its  successful  establish- 
ment in  the  Land  of  Flowers  on  our  Southeastern  coast  in  any  way  due 
to  the  fountain  of  youth  there  sought  by  the  enthusiastic  and  sdventu 
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roil 8  Ponce  de  Leon.  No  fouDtaio  of  Vacluee,  no  Valambrosa,  no  Val- 
halla of  the  immortalp,  are  needed  to  it8  perpetuity,  since  the  practice 
of  the  moral  and  social  virtues  and  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  are  its 
rejuvenating  sources  which  must  and  will  maintain,  improve  and  increase 
its  power  and  its  influence  throughout  all  the  ages  of  time.  But  of  the 
brief  limit  of  human  life,  of  the  solemn  fact  that,  in  the  language  of  the 
Psnimist,  "  the  days  of  our  years  are  but  three-score  years  and  ten,"  and 
of  the  more  startling  truth  that  the  average  of  humau  life  will  not  reach 
half  of  that  term,  we  are  readily  reminded  when  we  scan  the  portraits 
of  our  thirty-seven  Grand  High  Priests  and,  turning  to  the  records,  find 
that  nearly  lialf  of  them  have  already  passed  from  earthly  vision  and 
entered  into  the  hoped,  for  rewards  of  eternal  life.  Many  of  those  who 
survive  iiost  sensibly  feel  that  the  physical  activity  and  mental  vigor 
that  were  once  the  sources  of  our  keenest  enjoyment,  are  perceptibly 
weakening  and  flagging,  with  a  lessening  of  vital  force  felt  by  the  indi- 
vidual though  possibly  not  distinguished  by  the  general. 

Yet  for  this  personal  matter  we  may  care  the  less  if  we  can  know 
that  we  have  contributed  to  the  present  good,  and  done  sometliing  in  aid 
of  the  perpetuation  of  our  beloved  Fraternity.  Governments  may  rise 
and  fall,  with  less  importance  to  the  history  of  the  world  than  would 
come  from  the  least  interruption  of  the  cause  of  religion  and  of  public 
and  private  morals.  The  personal  honors  of  the  statesman,  unless  by 
some  great  stroke  of  philanthrophy  he  has  reached  the  hearts  of  count- 
less ages,  are  remembered  but  little  beyond  the  time  and  scene  of  his 
individual  actions,  but  the  efforts  employed,  though  by  the  humblest,  in 
promulgating  true  devotion,  in  contradistinction  to  false  worship  or  no 
worship,  will  exert  an  ever-widening  influence,  though  their  actual 
source  may  be  forgotten  or  may  never  have  been  distinctly  known . 
Matters  of  present  benefit  only,  in  legislative  affairs,  and  acts  of  personal 
charity,  praiseworthy  as  they  are,  after  eflTecting  their  urgent  purpose 
and  administering  their  temporary  relief,  become  accomplished  facts 
with  often  but  little  tendency  towiurd  future  conduct  or  permanent  good  ; 
but  the  constant  practice  of  benevolence  and  morality  as  enjoined  by  the 
teachings  of  religion,  and  the  precepts  of  Masonry,  reach  into  the  illi' 
mitable  future  to  the  benefit  of  all  generations.  The  ministry  of  the 
Holy  Bible,  and  the  practical  promulgation  of  the  Masonic  tenets  of 
Brotherly  Love,  Relief  and  Truth  must  forever  be  the  mainstays  of 
individual  happiness  and  of  general  good." 


M.  E.  Comp.  John  E.  Redmond,   - 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Smytiie, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
-    Grand  Secretary. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  undersigned  completes  the  present  report  at  a 
much  earlier  period  than  usual  as  the  printer  is  making  a 
new  record  and  has  been  continually  upon  our  back  call- 
ing for  "copy."  The  proper  preparation  of  these  Reports 
requires  time  and  thought.  The  foregoing  one  has  had 
little  of  either,  and  the  result  is  evident  in  its  many 
defects.     Craving  fraternal  indulgence. 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence*, 
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The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  a  constitutional 
number  of  Chapters  present  and  entitled  to  representation, 
and  the  following  Companions  registered  and  named  as 
their  representatives  : 


REPRESENTATIVES  : 


Goi^DBN  Rnz,B,  Chapter  No.  i. 

H.  E.  Chaiinell..P.Z.&P.G.H. 
Henry  Davidson. P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 
E.  S.  Stevens.  • . .  P.Z.&P.G.Puv. 

Stadacona,  Chapter  No.  2. 

E.  T.  D.Chambcr8.P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Edson  Fitch P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Charles  Knowles.  .P.Z.&P.G.H. 
Henry  Griffith. . . .  P.Z  &P.G.Supt. 

Prbvost,  Chapter  No.  3. 


T.  G.  Sykes 

H.  I^eroy  Fuller. 


.  Z.&G.Stew. 
.P.Z.&G.J. 
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J.  Bruce  Payne... Z. 
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P.Z.&P.G.Z. 
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P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 
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P.H. 


Mount  Horbb,  Chapter  No.  6. 

J.  P.  Griffin P.Z.&P.G.Puv. 
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Henry  Dunne...  P.Z. &P.G.P.S3. 
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A.  R.  Fraaer P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 

G.  A.  Miller P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 
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R.  W.  Williams.. P. Z.&P.G.Supt 

Mount  Sutton,  Chapter  No.  12. 

R.T.  Macdonald..Z. 
G.E.  Clark H. 
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A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  thus  repre- 
sented, the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  read  the  notice  calling  the  meeting 
of  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations  from 
Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  for  the  government  of  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  Session. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  granted  permission  for  the  admission 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  ;  as  visitors,  dur- 
ing the  Session  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  when  it  was  moved 
by  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  seconded  by  E.  Comp.  G.  H. 
Wilkinson,  and  carried:  "That  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
Annual  Convocation  having  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  Members  of  Grand  Chapter,  be  taken  as  read  and  that 
the  same  be  now  declared  confirmed." 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following  Com- 
panions expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present  at 
this  Convocation,  through  unavoidable  circumstances  or  ill- 
ness, viz  :  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Graham,  P.  G.  Z.,  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  O.  Tyler,  P.  G.H.,  R.  E.  Comp.  W.H.  O'Regan, 
Grand  Supt.  E.  T.  District,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  James  Ellis, 
Grand  Supt.  Stadacona  District. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  address  as 
follows : 
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ADDRESS 


OP  THE 


Grand  First  Principal  Z. 


To  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec, 


Companions  of  the  Royal  Crafty 

It  is  my  proud  privilege  for  the  second  time,  to 
welcome  you  to  our  Annual  Convocation,  the  Twenty-first 
in  the  history  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  which  is 
no  longer  in  its  infancy  but  has  attained  its  majority. 

It  is  difficult  indeed  to  realize  that  another  year  has 
passed  since  we  assembled  within  these  walls  to  legislate 
for  the  well  being  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  Province, 
but  such  is  the  case,  and  by  the  grace  of  God,  our  Father, 
Benefactor,  Friend  and  Guide,  we  are  permitted  to  again 
call  upon  him  for  guidance  and  support  to  enable  us  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  this  Grand  Body  with  wisdom,  so, 
that  our  efforts  may  redound  to^his  credit  and  our  good, 
and  to  thank  him  for  a  full  measure  of  prosperity  during  the 
past  year,  which  has,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  been  one  of 
fair  success  and  prosperity,  notwithstanding  the  opposing 
influences  which  constantly  surround  us« 

The  year  just  ended  has  been  an  important  one  in 
the   history  of  the  great  British   Empire,  of  which  we 
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Canadians  form  an  important  part  In  June  last,  toge- 
ther with  Britons  the  world  over,  we  celebrated  the 
Diamond  Jubilee  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the 
Queen,  As  Masons,  we  are  taught  to  revere  the  sove- 
reign of  our  land,  and  not  only  in  this  capacity  did  we 
heartily  join  in  that  celebration  but  we  tendered  our 
homage  to  the  daughter  of  a  Grand  Master  as  well  as  the 
mother  of  one,  and  the  patroness  of  all  the  charitable  asso- 
ciations of  our  Great  Fraternity  in  the  mother  land.  The 
four  Chapters  in  the  city  of  Montreal  united  with  the  rest 
of  the  craft  in  brillantly  illuminating  the  Masonic  Temple 
and  the  double  Triangle  of  the  Royal  Arch  evinced 
its  desire  to  share  in  the  universal  rejoicings. 

The  returns  from  the  various  Chapters  show  that 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  holding  its  own  in  this  Jurisdic- 
tion, one  Chapter  only  not  doing  any  work.  Owing  to 
misunderstanding  between  the  Blue  lodges  in  its  district, 
this  Chapter  has  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  make  any 
active  exertion  during  the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  before 
another  year  rolls  by,  it  will  again  take  its  place  among 
the  energetic  members  of  Grand  Chapter. 

With  reference  to  the  returns,  it  is  my  duty  to  state 
that  both  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  Grand  Treasurer  are  sub- 
jected to  considerable  annoyance  and  delay  in  completing 
their  respective  reports,  by  the  neglect  or  tardiness  of  the 
Scribes  of  a  number  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters,  who 
seem  to  think  that  if  they  have  their  returns  in  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  the  day  preceeding  the  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  or  in  some  cases  on  the 
very  day  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  that  they  are  doing  all 
that  is  required,  this  is  wrong,  and  I  earnestly  request 
that  in  future,  the  First  Principals  of  the  different  Chap- 
ters of  this  Province  will  see  that  their  Scribe  E.  com- 
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plete  and  forward  their  returns  at  least  ten  days  previous 
to  our  Annual  Convocation. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Convo- 
cation may  result  in  still  further  cementing  the  strong 
foundations  of  the  almost  indestructible  character  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  and  that  the  earnest  workers  for  its 
common  good,  may  go  back  to  their  homes  conscious  of 
having  done  their  utmost  to  maintain  and  uphold  the 
dignity  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  which  commands  the 
respect  of  and  holds  a  position  equal  to,  that  of  any  other 
Grand  Body  in  the  Masonic  World. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  place  before  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  official  act^  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
which  has  been  made  comparatively  light  and  pleasant 
by  the  willing  aid  and  valuable  assistance  of  both  Past 
and  Present  Grand  Officers,  and  to  ask  your  approval  of 
my  stewardship  of  the  sacred  trust  you  so  generously  re- 
posed in  me. 

I  would  also  ask  of  you  to  extend  to  my  successor  a 
like  generous  support,  and  thereby  strengthen  his  hands  in 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  high  and  important 
office  he  wi.l  be  called  upon  to  All. 

NECROLOGY. 

In  this  Jurisdiction  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  amongst 
others  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Eugene  M.  Copeland,  Past  Z.  of 
Carnarvon  Chapter  and  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Connecticut,  and  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent 
when  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  One  who  for  a 
great  many  years  was  foremost  in  the  rank  of  earnest 
workers  in  the  field  of  Masonry  and  who  by  his  untiring 
efforts  for  the  welfare  of  both  Craft  and  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry, endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  and  his  loss  was  and  is  mourned  as  that  of  a  very 
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warm  friend  and  brother,  also  Very  Ex.  Comp.  Bernard 
Reed  ofMontreal  Chapter  and  a  Past  Grand  Steward  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  a  much  respected  and  beloved  Com- 
panion, and  Right  Excellent  Companion  F.  T,  Thomas, 
Past  Z.  of  Stadacona  Chapter,  Quebec  and  Past  Principal 
Sojourner  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  He  was  a  zealous  and 
active  member  of  Grand  Chapter  in  its  earlier  years. 

IN   OTHER   JURISDICTIONS. 

Among  the  number  of  well-known  workers  in  Capit- 
ular Masonry  who  have  passed  to  the  Great  and  Silent 
Majority,  we  have  paiticularly  to  mingle  our  sorrow  with 
the  Companions  of  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  New  York 
and  Canada  in  the  death  of  our  two  Grand  Representa- 
tives near  these  respective  Grand  Bodies. 

Our  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York,  Most  E.  Comp.  Frank  G.  Bolles,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  that  Grand  Body,  died  aftera  short  illness, 
in  April  last,  our  deep  sympathy  goes  out  to  our  Sister 
Jurisdiction  in  their  loss  of  this  upright  and  enthusiastic 
Mason. 

Still  nearer  home,  and  one  whom  so  many  of  the 
leading  Masons  of  this  Province  knew  well  and  respected 
highly,  our  deeply  lamented  Companion  and  Grand 
Representative,  Most  Excellent  Companion  Daniel  Spry, 
Past  Grand  First  Principal  Z.  of  that  Giand  Chapter,  who 
died  after  a  somewhat  lengthy  illness,  in  August  last  He 
had  filled  the  highest  positions  in  all  the  various  branches 
of  Masonry  with  honor  and  dignity,  and  his  is  a  mutual 
loss  to  all  Canada.  We  mourn  sincerely  and  deeply  with 
our  Companions  of  our  near  Sister  Jurisdiction. 

In  Vermont,  our  near  neighbor  across  the  line, 
Masonry  has  lost  a  well  known  and  indefatigable  worker 
in   Companion    Frank  B.  Baxter,  of  Highgate.    When 
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the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  asserted  her  right  to  Ex- 
clusive Jurisdiction  over  this  Province,  upon  its  invasion 
by  another  Grand  Body,  he  heartily  and  ably  espoused 
her  caus' ,  and  assisted  materially  in  securing  the  endorsa- 
tion  of  Sister  Grand  Chapters.  We  sincerely  mourn  for 
the  loss  of  an  old  and  valued  friend. 

I  would  recommend  memorial  pages  in  our  proceed- 
ings to  the  memory  of  these  eminent  Companions. 

We  also  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the 
following  Sister  Grand  Chapters  in  the  loss  of  the  follow- 
ing : 

M.  E  Comp.  Joseph  Anderson,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 

and  our  former  Grand  Representative  near  the  Grand 

Chapter  of  Tennessee  before  that  Body  abolished 

the  system  of  Grand  Representatives. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Ball,  P.G.H.P.,  District  of  Columbia. 
M,  E.  Comp.  Jas.  W,  Hutchinson,  P.G.H.P.,  Illinois. 
M.  K   Comp.   Hermon    Lewis   Emmons,  jr.,    P.G.H.P., 

Maryland. 
M.  E.  Comp  Alex.  Thomas,  P.G.H.P.,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 

Charles  H.  Butterfield,  P.G.H.P.,  of  Indiana. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Water  N.  Evans,  P.G.H.P.,  Indian  Territory. 
M.  E.  Comps.  James  Burnham  Hovey  and  Harvey  Vinal, 

P.G.H.Ps.,  Ohio. 
M.  E.  Comp.    Andrew  Martin    Wolihin,    P.G.H.P.   and 

Grand  Secretary  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia. 
M,  E.  Comp.  John  Quincy  Adams  Fellows,  P.G.H.P.,  of 

Louisiana. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Alf.  Martin,  P.G.H.P.,  North  Carolina. 
M.  E.  Comps.  Caleb  Lamb  and  Zephaniah  Caleb  Luse 

P. G.H.  Priests  of  Iowa. 
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OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

Owing  to  the  many  calls  upon  my  time  during  the 
past  year  I  have  not  made  as  many  visits  to  subordinate 
Chapters  as  I  otherwise  would.  I  regret  this  exceedingly 
because  I  fully  realize  that  official  visitations  and  a  closer 
relationship  between  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters 
are  productive  of  much  good,  nevertheless  those  I  have 
been  enabled  to  make  were  full  of  interest  to  me  and 
those  Grand  Officers,  who  accompanied  me. 

On  the  24th  September  last,  accompanied  by  Most 
Excellent  Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte,  the  Grand  Scribe. 
E,  and  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson,  ist  Principal  Z,  of 
Carnarvon  Chapter,  I  visited  that  Grand  Old  Chapter 
which  stands  first  on  the  roll  of  Grand  Chapter,  Golden 
Rule  No.  I  of  Sherbrooke,  where  we  were  cordially  wel- 
comed by  such  old  and  well  tried  craftsmen  as  Rt  Ex. 
Companions  Presby,  Davidson.  Stevens,  Sjolander,  Foss 
and  others.  We  witnessed  interesting  work  in  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree. 

On  the  8th  October,  I  visited  Carnarvon  Chapter 
No.  5,  accompanied  by  Most  Ex,  Companions  Will.  H. 
Whyte  and  Uavid  Seath,  and  Rt.  Ex.  Companions  G.  O. 
Stanton,  John  McLean,  Jos.  Luttrell,  C.  P.  O'Connor  and 
others,  when  we  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  five  can- 
didates receive  their  mark  degree. 


And  on  Dec.  13,  accompanied  by  Most  Excellent 
Companions  I.  H.  Stearns,  Will.  H.  Whyte  and  Rt,  Ex. 
Companion  B.  Tooke,  Grand  H,  *I  made  an  informal 
visit  to  Montreal  Chapter  and  was  received  by  the 
members  in  their  usual  loyal  manner. 
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During  the  year  I  approved  of  changes  in  the  By-Laws 
of  Montreal,  Carnarvon  and  Mt  Horeb  Chapters,  all  of 
which  were  of  minor  importance  and  strictly  in  conformity 
with  our  Constitution. 

Courteous  permission  was  received  from  the  Most 
Excellent  the  Grand  Z  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
for  Carnarvon  Chapter,  to  receive  and  act  upon  an  appli- 
cation of  a  brother  who  had  removed  to  this  jurisdiction 
and  had  not  resided  here  the  necessary  length  of  time. 

DISPENSATJONS 

Were  granted  as  follows :  On  July  30th,  to  Golden  Rule 
Chapter  to  appear  in  Regalia  at  church  in  the  town  of 
Richmond,  in  conjunction  with  the  lodge  of  that  place. 


On  Oct  4,  to  Royal  Albert  Chapter  to  install  Comp. 
E,  W.  Wilson  as  Second  Principal  H,  as  owing  to  absence 
from  the  city,  he  had  been  unable  to  receive  installation 
within  the  prescribed  time. 

GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES. 

There  appears  to  be  a  strong  feeling  in  a  number  of 
Jurisdictions  that  the  holding  of  a  Commission  from  a 
Grand  Body,  should  entail  upon  the  holder  the  necessity 
of  attending  the  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Grand  Body  to 
which  he  is  accredited.  In  fact,  one  Grand  Jurisdiction 
very  plainly  intimated  that  as  their  Commissions  termin- 
ated triennially  and  as  they  had  noticed  their  Represen- 
tative had  not  registered  at  the  Annual  Se^sions  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  for  over  ten  years,  they  would  much 
prefer  that  another  name  be  suggested  from  among  the 
active  members  of  this  Grand  Body. 
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I  had  much  pleasure  in  recommending  the  following 
names  to  the  respective  Grand  Chapters,  some  for  renew- 
als,  i>thers  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  deaths,  removals, 
etc.,  viz : 

K.  £.  Comp.  James  Dunbar,  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maine. 

R.  E.  Comp.  John  McLean,  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Iowa. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Alabama. 

R.  £.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Connecticut. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Anderson,  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Kansas. 

R,  E.  Comp.  Jos.  Luttrell,  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Arkansas. 

V.  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Vermont. 

V.  E,  Comp.  E.  S.  Stevens,  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Or^on. 

COMMISSIONS 

have  been   issued  as  Grand  Representative  to 

R.  Comp.  Charles  McCarty,  of  Gouverneur,  N.  Y.,  in 

the  place  of  Most  E.  Comp.  Frank  G.  Bolles,  deceased, 

and  to 

R,  E.  Comp.  Daniel  Eraser  Macwatt  of  Barrie,  Ontario 

as  our  representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 

in  the  place  of  the  late  M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry. 

Other  official  duties  of  a  mere  formal  nature  have 
received  my  attention  during  the  year,  these  I  deem  un- 
necessary to  occupy  the  time  of  this  Grand  Body  with  by 
giving  details. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  constitute  any  new 
Chapters,  but  the  substantial  growth  of  a  number  of  the 
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Chapters  already  constituted  in  our  Province  is  perhaps, 
more  to  be  thankful  for,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
better  results  are  attained  by  a  few  strong  Chapters  com- 
posed of  enthusiastic  workers,  than  from  a  number  of 
weak  ones. 

Before  closing  this  address,  I  must  express  my  heart- 
felt thanks  to  the  many  Companions  who  have  rendered 
me  services  during  the  past  two  years  and  also  for  their 
advice  and  council,  and  particularly  to  our  esteemed 
Grand  Scribe  E,  Most  Excellent  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte, 
whose  intimate  knowledge  of  Capitular  Masonry  and 
everything  pertaining  thereto  makes  him  in  demand,  and 
who  has  unstintingly  placed  his  time  and  knowledge  at 
my  disposal. 

In  a  few  hours  Companions  I  shall  return  to  you  or 
hand  over  to  my  successor  the  emblem  of  Power  which 
you  entrusted  me  with  two  years  ago,  and  permit  me 
to  assure  you  that  I  shall  ever  look  back  with  pride  to  the 
two  years,  during  which  I  occupied  the  exalted  position 
of  Grand  Z  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  as  the  most 
honored  of  my  life,  and  although  not  in  office  I  shall  ever 
be  ready  to  do  duty  in  any  capacity  whatever  and  assist 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  any  work  or  measure  for  the 
advancement  of  our  beloved  Royal  Art. 

JOHN   B.  TRESIDDER, 

Grand  First  Principal  Z. 

Montreal,  25th  Jan.,  iSgg. 
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Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  seconded  by  M.  E. 
Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  and  carried  : — 

That  the  address  of  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee  to  report  at  this  session. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  then  presented 
their  reports. 


MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grattd  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  : 

As  required  by  the  Constitution  of  Grand  Chapter,  I  herewith  beg 
to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
for  the  District  of  Montreal. 

NUMBER  OP  CHAPTBRS. 

We  have  as  in  former  years  Pour  Chapters  in  this  District.  Three 
of  whom  I  visited  officially,  each  twice  during  the  year,  and  am 
pleased  to  report,  found  in  active  and  excellent  working  order. 
Their  books  are  well  kept  and  their  officers  well  skilled,  and  as  their 
reports  will  show,  a  constant  increase  of  membership  and  of  such 
material  as  Grand  Chapter  desires.  Of  the  other  Chapter,  I  only 
know  through  their  Ex.  Z.  who  speaks  encouragingly  of  their  efforts, 
but  as  their  Scribe  E.  omitted  sending  me  notices,  I  had  not  the  ad- 
vantage of  personally  examining  their  work. 

OFFICIAI.   ACTS. 

Carnarvon  and  Montreal  Chapters  forwarded  to  me  in  due 
form  a  change  in  their  By-Laws,  making  the  admission  fee  to  include 
the  giving  of  a  Sash  and  Apron,  not  to  exceed  in  cost  the  sum  of  five 
(f  5  CO)  dollars,  which  change  I  recommended  for  approval  to  the  Most 
Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  I  also  installed  the  officers  of  Mount  Horeb 
and  Montreal  Chapters. 

With  these  exceptions,  I  was  not  called  upon  to  exercise  my  pre- 
rogative and  can  report,  which  I  do  with  much  satisfaction,  the 
existence  of  harmony  and  brotherly  love  throughout  the  District. 
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IfOSSES  TO  THE  ORDER. 

The  ruthless  hand  of  death  has  again  invaded  our  borders  and 
we  mourn  the  loss  of  our  departed  Companions.  Within  but  a  few 
days,  Ex.  Companion  Bernard  Reed  of  Montreal  Chapter,  passed  over 
to  the  great  majority.  Also,  R.  B.  Comp.  B.  M.  Copeland  and  Comp, 
A.  H.  Doran  of  Carnarvon  Chapter,  and  Companion  B.  Barr  of  Mount 
Horeb,  and  thus  it  is  as  expressed  by  the  poet  : 

*'  Friend  after  friend  departs 
Who  hath  not  lost  a  friend  ? ' ' 


CONCI^USION. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  and  I  desire  to  convey  to  the  Companions 
of  the  several  Chapters  I  have  come  in  contact  with  during  the  year, 
for  courtesies  extended.  Many  questions  relating  to  the  internal 
working  of  the  Royal  Craft  have  been  submitted  to  me  confidentially, 
all  of  which  have  been  advanced  a  stage  in  the  direction  towards  the 
perfect  working  of  Capitulary  Masonry,  and  which  I  believe  will 
result  to  the  honor  of  the  Craft,  its  permanence  and  stability. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Montreal,  January  20th,  1898. 


JOSEPH  LUTTRELL, 

G,  SupL  Montreal  DisiricU 


EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Cant^ 
panions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 

Quebec. 

• 

In  the  hope  that  at  the  Autumn  Meetings  of  the  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  my  District,  I  might  be  able  to  find  a  larger  attendance, 
I  deferred  official  visitation  until  that  season.  Unfortunately,  when 
that  seaaon  arrived,  ill  health  prevented  the  carrying  out  of  my  inten- 
tions. 

Apart  from  regular  attendance  at  my  own  Chapter  Mount  Sutton, 
I  have  only  been  able  to  visit  I>orche>ter  Chapter  No.  4i  which  is  my 
Mother  Chapter.  From  information  I  deem  trustworthy,  I  learn  that 
Golden  Rule  No.  i  has  had  a  prosperous  year,  more  so  than  for  many 
years,  a  healthy  sentiment  is  said  to  exist  from  which  good  results 
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are  promised.  In  the  same  way  I  learn  that  Provost  Chapter  No.  3  has 
done  some  work  and  is  holding  its  own. 

Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4  has  not  progressed  as  rapidly  as  was 
expected  from  its  change  of  location,  but  when  the  Companions  have 
become  accustomed  to  the  work  and  relj  upon  themselves,  the  mate- 
rial esdsta  for  a  prosperity  which  old  Dorchester  has  not  had  for  many 
year,  much  will  be  expected  from  the  present  energetic  oocupant  of 
the  chair. 

Bedford  Chaptar  No.  10,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  not  met  during 
the  year,  nor  does  there  seem  to  be  any  interest  in  its  continuance. 
The  cause  of  this  apathy  and  indifference  is  two  well  known  to  require 
more  than  this  formal  reference.  I  am  not  in  a  position  as  to  future 
pto^eets  to  warrant  any  recommendatioii. 

.    Mount  Sutton  Chap.  No.  12  still  pioapera,  has  received  much  ex- 
cellent material  and  is  hopeful  fbr  another  year  of  prosperity. 

My  Official  acts  during  tha  3rear  were  to  inatal  the  Officers  of 
Moontj^Sutton  Chapt^  lor  the  ensuing  year,  and  recommend  the 
granting  of  dispensations  to  Golden  Rule  Chapter  to  attend  Church 
in  Regalia  at  Sherbrooke  and  Richmond. 

I  regret  very  much  that  my  health  prevented  that  attention  to  the 
duties  of  my  office  which  their  importance  demand  and  which  I  fully 
intended,  However  I  venture  to  think  that  no  real  harm  has  been  done 
thereby.  The  Companions  in  charge  of  the  different  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  my  District  are  so  well  instructed  in  their  duties,  and,  on 
the  whole  so  Zealous,  that  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  is  al- 
most a  sinecure. 

I  scarcely  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  time  honored  expres- 
sions as  to  uniform  courtesy  and  fraternal  treatment  on  the  part  of 
my  Companions  daring  my  term  oi  office,  that  goes  without  saying. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  O'REGAN, 

G.Supi.E.  T.Disiria. 
Sutton,  January  19th,  1898.  • 


STADACONA  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grofid  C/tapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec. 

In  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  I  beg 
to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
for  Stadacona  District  fbr  the  past  Masonic  year. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  Q^^^BBBC.  I9 


I  officially  visited  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2  and  was  very  much 
pleased  at  the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  carried  on  by  V.  Bx. 
Comp.  Woods  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers. 

I  again  visited  the  Chapter  on  the  37th  Dec.,  and  installed  the  new 
officers  elect. 

This  Chapter  had  last  year,    35 
Exaltations 2 

Died 2 

Leaving  a  total  of  thirty-five  members  on  the  roll  at  this  date. 

On  March  iTth  last,  in  company  with  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Woods  and 
Comp.  Andrews  of  Stadacona  No.  2,  I  visited  Shawenegam  Chapter 
No.  II,  located  at  Three  Rivers,  and  was  most  hospitably  received  by 
the  Companions.  At  this  Convocation,  fonr  candidates  were  exahed 
to  the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

On  the  1 2th  January,  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Griffith  and 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Woods,  I  again  visited  this  Chapter  and  installed  the 
newly  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  year* 

This  Chapter  had  last  year    19 
Exaltations 5 

24 
Demitted 2 

Leaving  a  total  of  twenty-two  Companions  on  the  roll. 

Prom  the  fact  that  the  members  of  this  Chapter  are  so  widely 
scattered,  it  is  with  great  difficulty  they  can  get  sufficient  members 
present  in  the  city  to  form  necessary  quorum.  On  such  occasions,  at 
their  request,  it  has  been  necessary  to  give  them  what  assistance  we 
could  from  Quebec,  and  I  would  ask  the  Companions  of  Montreal  to 
extend  their  help  to  Shawenegam  Chapter  in  its  noble  struggle  for 
existence.  Great  credit  is  due  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Williams  and  the 
Companions  who  have  kept  Shawenegam  Chapter  alive  in  face  of  the 
opposition  shewn  them,  situated  as  they  are  in  the  midst  of  a  hostile 
population.  I  am  satisfied  that  brighter  days  are  in  store  for  this 
Chapter  under  its  new  staff  of  officers. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Most  High  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  has 
seen  fit  to  call  from  labor  here  to  rest  in  the  Grand  Chapter  above, 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  P.  T.  Thomas,  P.  Z.  Stadacona  Chapter. 
Comp.  E.  A.  Pfbiffkr,  P.  Scribe  E.  ** 

They  rest  from  their  labors  and  their  good  deeds  will  be  long 
borne  in  loving  remembrance  by  the  Companions  of  Stadacona  District. 
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To  the  Companions  of  the  District  who  have  so  kindly  given  me 
their  kind  assistance,  I  would  tender  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

No  complaints  having  been  laid  before  me  during  the  past  year,  I 
would  report  peace  and  harmony  in  this  District. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMBS  ElyUS, 
Grand  SupL  SUuiacana  District. 


Moved  by  R,  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  seconded  by  R. 
E.  Comp.  John  McLean,  and  carried : 

That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E.  presented  his  report  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  THP:  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Mem- 
bers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Scribe  E  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1897. 

It  was  with  much  pleasure  that  I  was  enabled  to  issue  the  printed 
proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  on  the  27th  day  of  February  last,  one 
month  after  the  session  and  an  earlier  date  than  any  previous  record, 
as  it  was  usually  in  May  before  the  proceedings  were  printed  and 
published.  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  record  can  be  maintained  in  the 
future.  I  received  formal  notification  that  the  following  Grand  Officers 
elected  at  last  session  but  not  present  at  installation  had  been  duly 
installed,  as  ordered,  in  their  respective  Chapters,  viz :  R«  H.  Comp. 
F.  F.  Farmer,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  and  R.  B.  Comp.  A.  G. 
Sjolander,  Grand  Scribe  N. 

COMMISSIONS  ISST7HD. 

By  order  of  the  Grand  Z.  the  following  Commissions  have  been 
issued  from  this  office. 

May  29th,  1897. —R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  McCarty  of  Gouvemeur, 
New  York,  vice  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  G.  Bolles  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  York,  deceased. 
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Jan.  19th,  1898.— R.  B.  Comp.  Danial  Praaer  Macwatt  of  Barrie, 
Ontario,  vice  M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  (in  Ontario)  deceased. 

COMMISSIONS  RSCBIVBD. 

The  following  commissions  to  companions  of  this  jurisdiction 
issued  by  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  Sister  Jurisdictions  have  been 
received  during  the  year  and  forwarded  to  the  appointees  as  follows. 

Feby    ist,  i897.~R.  £.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  i^labama. 
Dec.    4th,  1897.— R.  E.  Comp.  John  McLean,  Iowa. 
Dec.    4th,  1897.— R.  E.  Comp.  BEN  Tooke,  Connecticut. 
Dec.    6th,  1897.— V.  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  Vermont. 
Dec.    9th,  1897.— R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Anderson,  Kansas. 
Dec.  13th,  1897.— V.  E.  Comp.  E.  S.  Stevens,  Oregon. 
Dec.  3ist,  1897.— R«  E.  Comp.  James  Dunbar,  Maine. 
Dec.  3i8t,  1897.  — R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrei«i«»  Arkansas. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Duly  granted  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  were  issued  to  Golden  Rule 
Chapter  July  30  to  appear  at  church  in  Regalia  and  to  Royal  Albert 
Chapter  Oct.  14,  to  insUl  V.  E.  Comp.  E.  W.  Wilson  as  H.  time 
limit  having  expired. 


I  accompanied  the  Most  Ex.  the  Grand  Z.  upon  his  official  visits 
to  Golden  Rule  Chapter  at  Sherbrooke  and  Carnarvon  and  Montreal 
Chapters  in  Montreal. 

The  Grand  Chapter  Library  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of 
20  volumes,  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters  which  I  had  bound  ; 
missing  numbers  as  stated  last  year,  having  been  kindly  supplied 
during  the  year  by  the  Grand  Secretaries.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas 
has  forwarded  for  the  Library  two.  bound  volumes,  reprints  from  1841 
to  1890,  making  their  record  complete  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nebraska,  one  volume.  I  forwarded  on  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter  our 
grateful  acknowledgements. 

For  some  years  we  have  been  out  of  proceedings  of  our  own  Grand 
chapter  for  the  earlier  years  and  have  had  numerous  enquiries  for  them. 
I  should  be  obliged  to  any  Companion  who  may  have  spare  copies  of 
the  years  1876  to  1884,  if  he  would  kindly  forward  them  to  me. 
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I  regret  hamng  agam  to  call  attentkm  to  the  dilatorincas  of  a 
niunber  of  the  Scribe's  B  in  forwarding  their  returns.  It  is  annoying 
to  sU  the  BzccntiYe  Officers  ol  Grand  Chapter.  It  not  only  delays  me 
in  the  preparation  of  my  own  report  and  work,  leaving  very  little  time 
to  propetly  examine  and  prepare  statements,  bnt  plaoes  the  Grand 
Treasorer  in  the  same  awkward  position  of  making  np  his  statement 
at  the  last  moment,  and  prevents  furnishing  the  M.  £.  the  Grand 
Z,  with  the  necesmry  information  which  he  requires.  I  would  res- 
pectfully suggest  that  some  date  be  fixed  on  which  itahall  beobligatory 
for  each  Subordinate  Chapter  to  have  their  returns  and  dues  in  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Scribe  B. 

Ten  returns  have  been  received  from  the  eleven  subordinates  on 
the  Roll.  40  Candidates  have  been  received  and  two  added  by  affilia- 
ttottf  a  total  of  42.  Nineteen  members  have  withdrawn,  4  suspended  for 
N.  P.  D.,  and  seven  deaths,  making  a  net  increase  of  12,  the  roll  of 
Grand  Chapter  showing  527  members.  The  total  receipts  of  the  year 
being  I423.75  also  showing  a  slight  increase.  Bight  Chapters  show 
an  increase.  One  a  decrease.  One  is  stationery,  and  One  has  made  no 
retnms ;  every  Chapter  has  had  work  but  this  one. 

The  expenditure  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasurer's  Statement  has 
been  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


WILL.  H.  WHYTB, 

Grand  Scribe  E. 


UovTtLBAXft  January  24th,  1898. 


Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp,  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by  R. 
E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Fraser,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  B,  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  statement  of 
receipts  and  disbursements,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
B.  Tooke,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Leroy  Fuller,  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Ai^BERT  D.  Nsi^oN,  Grand  Treasurer,  in  account  wtTH  the 
M.  E.  THB  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  cp  Quebec. 

Dr. 

1897. 
January  27.    To  Balance  from  last  year ••  I373  73 

do     29.    To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  E— Dues  received 

after  close  of  Session •.... 9050 

1898. 
January  23.    To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  E « 4^3  75 

$897  33 
January  25.    To  Balance  carried  forward  •  • .  •  I588  88 


Cr. 
1807. 
April  23.    By  Cash— Paid  Temple  Co*y  for  Vault  Room. ....  |  50  00 
24.     By  Cash— Paid  Perrault  Ptg  Co.,  Proceedings,  &c.     160  50 
24.     By  Cash— Paid  G.  S.  E.  Postage  on  Proceedings..       10  00 

24.     By  Cash— Paid  C.  R.  Comeil,  printing 3  75 

1898. 
January  24.     By  Cash— Grand  Scribe  E*s  account  ;— 

Express  Charges $  6  05 

Stationery,  &c 3  30 

Postage 9  15 

Travelling  Expenses 5  25 

Fee,  Grand  Scribe  E. .  • .  < 50  00 

73  75 

January  25.     By  Cash — Paid  Perrault  Ptg.  Co.,  Bind.  10  25 

By  Cash — Paid  Exchange  on  Cheques..  20 

By  Balauce'to  next  year 588  88 

......  $897  33 

Audited  and  found  correct, 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
EDSON  FITCH, 
H.  E.  CHANNELS. 
Montreal,  January  25th,  1898. 


GRAND  CHAPTBR  OF  Q17BBBC.  25 

BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

Albert  D.  Nsi«son,  Grand  Trbasurbr,  in  account  with  the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Dr, 
1897. 
January  26.    To  Balance  from  last  year $667  14 

Dec        31.    To  Cash  Interest  on  Bank  Deposit 2210 

I68924 

1898, 
January  25.    To  Balance $68924 

CV. 
1898. 
January  25.    By  Balance  to  next  year.* •• $68924 

Audited  and  found  correct, 

I.  H.  STEARNS. 
EDSON  FITCH, 

H.  E.  CHANNELS. 
Montreal,  January  25,  1898. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E  on  behalf  of  the  Chairman  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  presented  the  report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, (see  appendix). 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath,  and  carried : 

That  the  report  be  received  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 


The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittees : 

On  thr  Address  op  the  Grand  Z.— M.  E.  Comp.  David  Seath, 
M.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Praser. 

On  thr  Reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents.— R.  E. 
Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Davidson  and  R.  E. 
Comp.  E-  Higginbottom. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.— E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce 
Payne,  R.  E.  Comp.  Jos.  Luttrell  and  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  E.  Cooper. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA. 

Most.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  presented  that  Grand 
Chapter's  best  wishes,  and  stated  that,  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  would  open  in  Annual  Session  in  Toronto  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z  deputed  : — 
Most  Excellent  Companions  Whyte  and  Seath  to  forward 
the  hearty  congratulations  and  best  wishes  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  to  its  Mother  Grand  Chapter. 

SYMPATHY. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Companion  David  Seath,  and  carried ;  That  the 
deep  and  idncere  sympathy  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  ex- 
tended to  our  Past  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal  Z, 
John  P.  Noyes,  on  the  sad  loss  he  has  sustained  in  the  sud- 
den death  of  his  estimable  wife,  and  that  this  resolution 
be  forwarded  to  the  Most  Excellent  Companion. 

Grand  Chapter  was  called  oflFat  4.45  P.  M. 
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EVENING  SESSION. 

Grand  Chapter  resumed  labor  in  Evening  Session  at  8.30 
p.m.,  presided  over  by  the  following  Officers  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Trbsiddbr Grand  Z. 

R.  E.      "  B.TooKE '*  H. 

R.  E.       "  H.  LKROY  FUI,I,BR,  MD-..  **  J. 

M.  E.      **  WillH.  Whytk "  S.  E. 

M.  E.       '•  A.  D.  NeWON *  Treas. 

R.  E.      **  G.A.Mii^i^R as  *'  S.  N. 

R.  E.      *'  HbnryDunnb as  *•  P.  S. 

R.  E.      *  *  R.  T.  M ACDONAi^D as  "  A.  S. 

E.      "  G.  E.Cl^RK as  '*  J.  S. 

R.  E.      "  A.R.  Frasbr as  '*  Pur. 

*•  John  Lawrbncb '*  Janitor. 

And  other  officers  as  at  the  afternoon  session. 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  following  Grand  Representatives  being  in  attendance, 
with  their  credentials  from  their  respective  Grand  Chapters, 
were  formally  introduced  by  Most  Excellent  Companions 
I.  H.  Steams  and  Edson  Pitch.  They  were  cordially  wel- 
comed by  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z  and  received  with 
Grand  Honors. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor Alabama. 

R.  E.  Comp.  B.  TooKB Connecticnt. 

R.  E.  Comp.  JohnMcLban .Iowa. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Andbrson Kansas. 

V.  E.  Comp.  J.  Brucb  Paynb Vermont. 


The  Committee  on  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
reported  as  follows  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  Z'S 
ADDRESS 

To  the  M  E  the  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  (Quebec. 

Yonr  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  beg  to  report  as  follows : 


J 
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They  unite  with  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z  in  the  expressions  of 
loyalty  to  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen  on  the  occasion  of 
the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  her  reign,  and  are  pleased  that  the  Chap- 
ters in  Montreal  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  joining 
with  the  rest  of  the  Craft  in  the  universal  rejoicings. 

We  are  pleased  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  on  the  increase  in 
this  jurisdiction. 

We  trust  that  the  officers  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  will  in 
future  forward  their  returns  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  Convoca- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter,  as  suggested  by  the  Grand  Z,  and  thus  facil- 
itate the  work  of  its  officers  in  preparing  their  reports. 

Your  Committee  join  with  the  Grand  Z  in  mourning  the  loss  of 
the  eminent  Companions  who  have  carried  up  their  work  for  inspec- 
tion and  endorse  the  recommendation  for  memorial  pages  in  our 
proceedings. 

We  congratulate  the  M.  E.  Z.  on  the  visits  made  by  him  to  the 
Subordinate  Chapters  during  the  year,  as  they  are  most  encouraging 
and  conducive  to  their  wd&re. 

Your  Committee  endorse  the  official  acts  of  the  Most  Ex.  the 
Grand  Z.  as  set  forth  in  his  address. 

With  reference  to  Grand  Representatives,  your  Committee  would 
suggest  that  any  Companion  holding  a  commission  from  a  Sister 
Grand  Body  near  this  one,  who  may  be  absent  for  three  consecutive 
Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  without  giving  sufficient  reason  there- 
for, shall  be  reported  to  the  Grand  Chapter  he  represents. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  M.  Ex.  the  Grand  Z  on  the 
harmony  and  prosperity  which  has  prevailed  during  the  two  years  in 
which  he  has  filled  that  office  and  trust  that  he  may  long  be  spared 
to  aid  and  assist  in  furthering  the  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


DAVID  SEATH, 
ALBERT  D.  NELSON, 
A.  R.  FRASER. 


Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp,  David  Seath,  seconded  by  M.  E. 
Coinp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts,  presented  their  reports  as  follows : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panums  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec : 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  reviewed  the  several  reports  of 
the  Grand  Superintendents  and  find  that  prosperity  and  progress 
exist  throughout  the  several  Districts  with  the  unfortunate  exception 
of  one  Chapter,  Bedford  No.  lo. 

No  recommendations  of  any  nature  whatever  have  been  made  by 
the  several  Grand  Superintendents  showing  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevails. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P,  O'CONNOR,  Chairman. 
HENRY  DAVIDSON, 
EDWIN  HIGGINBOTTOM. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp,  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by  R. 
B.  Comp.  Henry  Davidson,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
presented  the  following: 

7o  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com-^ 
panions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  "Z**  to  examine  the  re- 
port of  the  Grand  Scribe  ''E*'  and  returns  of  Subordinate  Chapters 
beg  to  report  as  follows. 

We  note  with  much  pleasure  that  the  G.  S.  E.  was  enabled  to 
issue  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  at  so  very  early  a  date  after 
the  session  and  trust  that  this  excellent  record  will  be  maintained  in 
future. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  addition  to  the 
library  has  been  increased  during  the  past  year  and  we  would  suggest 
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that  the  G.  S.  B.  i«8tie  a  circular  ta  the  Subordinate  Chapters  request- 
ing them  to  look  up  the  missing  numbers  mentioned,  and  forward 
same  to  him ;  that  this  Grand  Chapter  may  reciprocate  the  kind 
donations  from  our  sister  Grand  Chapters. 

We  note  again  that  the  G.  S.  E.  complains  of  the  delatoriaess  of 
a  number  of  the  Scribe's  E.  in  forwarding  their  returns. 

It  appears  that  the  recommendations  of  your  committee  last  year 
on  this  subject  has  not  had  the  desired  effect  and  would  suggest  that 
if  these  returns  are  not  in  the  hands  of  the  G.  S.  E.  on  or  before  the 
15  January  each  year  that  at  the  following  convocation  the  delinquent 
chapters  be  named  in  Grand  Chapter  and  be  censured  by  the  Grand 
Prindpel  "Z". 

Your  Committee  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  the  zealous  wcvk  of 
the  officers  of  the  Sub-Chapters  will  during  the  present  year  show  a 
material  increase  in  membership. 

Your  Committee  note  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  returns 
of  the  Subordinate  Chapter  that  there  are  a  great  number  of  them 
incomplete  and  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  more  through 
ignorance  than  neglect  that  such  is  the  case  and  would  suggest  that 
the  G.  S.  E.  send  out  a  completed  return  for  their  future  guidance 
which  we  trust  will  obviate  these  complaints  in  future. 

We  cannot  close  without  congratulating  this  Grand  Chapter  on 
having  so  excellent  and  zealous  an  officer  in  the  person  of  our  M.  E. 
Companion,  the  G.  S.  E.  and  trust  the  Grand  Architect  of  the 
universe  will  be  pleased  to  preserve  to  the  Grand  Chapter  the  ser- 
vices of  our  Most  Excellent  Comp.  for  many  years  to  come. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  BRUCE  PAYNE. 
W.  E.  COOPER, 
JOS.  LUTTRELL. 

Moved  by  K.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  seconded  by  V.  E. 
Comp.  W.  E.  Cooper,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


GRAND  CRAFT9R  OP  QUttBEC.  3I 

The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benev(dence,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Grand  Treasurer's  Statement,  reported : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
fanions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  have  mnch  pleasure 
in  reporting,  that  they  have  ejcamined  the  Books  and  Vouchees  of 
Grand  Tressnrer  and  find  the  same  correct  and  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  General  Account  11588.88,  of  this  sum  they  would  recom- 
mend that  I200.00  be  transferred  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  Account 
which  now  shows  a  credit  balance  of  $689.24.  Both  these  amounts 
are  deposited  with  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Halifax. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  H.  STBARNS» 
BDSON  FITCH, 
H.  E,  CHANNELL. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  B.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steams,  seconded 
by  M.  £•  Comp.  Bdson  Pitch,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 


MOTION  TO  AMEND  Art.  7,  Sec.  4  OF  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

Most  B.  Companion  Prank  Bdgar  having  give  due  notice 
of  motion  at  last  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  now  moved 
seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channel!,  that  Art.  7,  Sec. 
4,  be  amended  as  follows  : 

That  after  the  word  ''office"  in  the  second  line  and  before  the  next 
word  "in"  the  following  words  be  inserted :  "as  a  Grand  Principal  or 
a  Grand  Superintendent  of  District." 

The  motion  was  carried. 


The  Most  Bxcellent  Grand  Z.  then  announced  that  M.  B. 
Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte  had  received  a  telegram  in  answer 
from  the  Most  Bxcellent  the  Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
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of  Canada,  stating  that  he  would  with  much  pleasure  give 
Quebec's  Message  of  good  wishes  and  congratulations  to  the 
Convocation  when  assembled  the  next  day. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  requested  M,  E.  Comp.  I.  H. 
Steams,  M.  E.  Comp.  Edson  Fitch,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  D. 
Nelson,  to  act  as  Scrutineers.  The  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  being  then  proceeded  with,  the  result  of  the 
ballot  was  reported  by  them,  and  declared  as  follows : 

R.  K.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  Montreal ••Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Cemp.  H.  I^eRoy  Fuller,  Sweetsburg Grand  H. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  O.  Stanton,  Montreal Grand  J. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  Montreal.  .•••••••••  ..Grand  Treas. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Montreal Grand  Scribe  E. 

V.  E.  Comp.  R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  Sutton., Grand  Scribe  N. 
V.  E.  Comp.  James  Woods,  Quebec Grand  Prin.  Soj . 

The  following  Companions  were  nominated  by  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  their  respective  Districts  as  Grand  Superin- 
tendents. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  P.  O'Connor Montreal  District. 

V.  E.  Comp.  E.  S.  Stevens Eastern  Township  District 

V.  E.  Comp.  J.  Langlois  Bell Stadacona  District. 

These  nominations  were  declared  confirmed  by  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  H.  I^Roy  Fuller,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  be  extended  to  the  Companions 
who  acted  as  scrutineers. 


The  MostE.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  Grand  Z.,  subsequentiy 
made  the  following  appointments  : 

V.  E.  Comp.  Gbo.  H.  Wu^kinson,  Grand  Assistant  Sojourner. 
•*         **      Geo.  T.  Bbi«i«,  **     Junior  ** 

"         "      W.  T.  McLaurin.  **     Pursuivant     " 

**         *       Chas.  C.  Dyer,  "     Steward. 

•*     J.  A.  Tate, 

"     J.  H.  Lai^nde,  ** 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

ON  Jomspfiuociiec,  QmcvAiiecs  and  Apkals. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  P.  Noyes Sweetaburg,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      '*      W.  M.  LeMeasurier Montreal. 

R.  E.      "      R.  W.  Williama Three  Rivera. 

ON  FOftCION  RELATIONS  AND  COfmCSPONOCNCK. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambera Qnebec,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      *•      Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal. 

R.  E.      **      Henry  Davidaon Sherbrooke. 

ON   PlNANCK  AND   BKNKVOLCNCK. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steama Montreal,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      '*      Edaon  Pitch Quebec. 

R.  E.      **      H.  E.  Channell Stanatead. 

ON  CflKOKNTIALS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      "      J.  Langloia  Bell Quebec. 

R.  E.      "      E.S.Stevena    • Sherbrooke. 


INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 


At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  E.  Comp. 
P.  Edgar  acted  as  Installing  Officer. 

M.  E.  Companions  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  and  Edson  Pitch 
acting  as  Grand  Marshals  then  presented  the  following  of- 
ficers-elect, who  were  installed,  invested  and  proclaimed  ac- 
cording to  ancient  usage : — 

M.  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke Grand  First  Principal  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.^Roy  Puller* •••  Grand  Second  Principal  H. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  O.  Stanton Grand  Third  Principal  J. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  T.  Macdonald..  ..Grand  Scribe  N. 

The  Excellent  Companions  re-elected,  were  duly  pro- 
claimed in  their  respective  offices. 
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The  Most  Ezodlent  gave  instrtictioiis  that  the  Grand 
Superintendents  of  Districts  and  the  Grand  Principal  So- 
journer elect  be  installed  in  their  reflective  chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  dosed  in  ample  form  at 
lo  p.m« 


Grand  Scribe  E. 


Grand  Chapter  Library. 

The  Grand  Scribe  B.  acknowledges  with  many  thanks  the  follow- 
ing periodicals,  received  regularly  from  the  publishers,  in  exchange 
for  our  Proceedings.  These  publications  are  kept  on  fyle  in  the 
Reading  Room  of  the  Temple  Club  in  the  Montreal  Temple ; — 


Voice  of  Masonry Chicago 

American  Tyler Detroit 

Masonic  Chronicle Columbus 

Trestle  Board San  Francisco 

Square  and  Compass Denver 


Masonic  Constellation... St.  Louis 

Masonic  Journal Portland 

Masonic  Token Portland 

The  Orient Kansas  City 

The  Kansas  Freemason . .  Wichita 
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Officerd  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 

of  Quebec,  1896-99. 

M.  E.  Co 
R.  E. 
R.  E. 
M.  E. 
M.E.      • 
R.  E. 
R.  E. 
V.  E. 
V.  E. 
V.  E. 
V.  E.      ' 
V.  E. 
V.  E. 

mp.  B.  Tooke Montreal. .  .Grand  Z. 

'      H.LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D.Sweetsbnrg      "     H. 

'*      Geo.  0.  Stanton Montreal...       **     J. 

'*      A.  D.  Nelson do                **     Treasurer 

*  Will.  H.  Whyte do      ...       *«     Scribe  E. 

"      R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D.Sntton    ...      "     Scribe  N. 

*  James  Woods Quebec....      *•     Principal  S01. 

*  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson.  ...St  Johns..      "     Assistant  SoJ. 

*  Geo.  T.  BelL ....Sutton  ..*•      **     TnniorSoi. 

*  W.  T.  McLaurin Montreal. . .      "     Pursuivant 

*  Charles  C  Dyer Sutton  ....      **     Steward. 

*  J.  A.  Tate. Sherbrooke     "             *« 

*  T.  H.  Lalonde Montreal...      **             '< 

Grand  Superintendents  of  Diet  riots. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor.  Montreal... Montreal  District. 

R.  E.      ''      E.  S.  Stevens,  Sherbrooke. .  Eastern  Townships  DiatricU 

R.  E.      <'     J.  Langlois  Bell,iQtiebec.  •  •  •  Stadacona  District 

5tandinsr  Committees. 

M-  K.  Potnn.  Inn.  P.  N'nvf'ft ...-. f^nvp^tAhnrfir    PfiairmAti. 

R.  E.      *•      R.  W.  Williams ThreeRivers. 

R.  E.      "      W.  M.  Lemessurier Montreal. 

On  Foreign  Relations  and  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Coi 

M.  E.      * 
R.  E.      • 

«f*   R.  X-  D   OftAttiVt^m. ....'.... .Otitf^hpo    OliaimiAri 

*  Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal 

*  Henry  Davidson Sherbrooke. 

On  Finance  and  Benevolence.                                         | 

M.  E.  Coi 

M.  E       * 

tin-  T-  TI.  SteArnn MnntrMil.  OhAimiAn.                    1 

«         TMann  T^iftf«ti On*hM«                                                         1 

R.  E.       "       wriRrPhamitf^ll '. W  '.Ru^^'^,                                       1 

On  Credentials. 

R.E.C0I] 
R.  E.      ' 
R.E.      ' 

ao.  C  P.  O'Oonnor  ..•■••    ......  Montreal    diftirttiAti . 

•      J.  Langlois  BeU Quebec. 

E.S.  Stevens Granby. 

Address  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E., 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

P.  0.  Box  1207,  Montreal,  P.  Q. 
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38                              wmauUHncs  or  thb 

Onmd  Saperinteodeiits  off  Districts  since  tiw 

Ornmizatioo  off  tiw  Onmd  Chapter 

of  Quebec 

MoimuBAi. 

BAsmvTowxsmPsj          Szadaocuu. 

Dbtsjct. 

Dbtkkt.           1           DnrmicT. 

i»7^7-- 

•Thomas  Milton.. . 

tH.  W.Wood,  M.D.  iChris.  SUirely 

1877-78- • • 

W.  M.  LeMeasnrkr'tSteTeiia  Baker... .  H.  J. Pratten                  1 

1878-79  •• 

James  Addie >               «'                      | 

1879.^... 

John  McLean 

♦F.  T.  Thomas 

1880^1... 

«( 

«•                                                c« 

1881-83... 

Wm.  H.Whytc... 

(•                                              (( 

'S3-84... 

•Joseph  Martin 

J<An  P.  Noyes.....  Chaa.  Knowlcs 

1884-85... 

«( 

H.£.ChannelL...i 

1885-86... 

A.  G.  Adams 

Rey.  W.  H.  Nje... 
H.B.ChannelL... 

Geo.  0.  Tyler 

1886^7— 

4C 

R.  W.Williams 

1887-88... 

H.  S.  Cooper. 

D.  Darby 

H.  Griffith 

1888^... 

A.  D.  Stevens,M.D. 

ta  J.  Miller 

1889.90... 

Arch.  R.  Fiaser... 

M.B.Schofield.... 

€« 

1890-91... 

«f 

B.  J.Raymond.... 

Henry  Griffith 

1891-92... 

JohnB.Tresidder.. 

.E.T.D.  Chambers        1 

1892-93.. 

Geo.  0.  Stanton... 

tS.  Lebonrvean. . . .  t Hy.  RnaseU,  M.D.       1 

1893-94. . 

«« 

G.  W.  Gilman ,  Henry  Walters              | 

1894-95-.- 

H.  S.  Coupcr. 

f< 

If 

1895-96. .. 

G.A.  MiUer. 

Henry  Dayldson. . 

Henry  Griffith 

1896-97... 

JohnWUson 

W.  R.  Peters 

ct 

1897-98  .. 

Joseph  Luttrell.... 

W.H.  O'Regan... 

James  Ellis 

1898-99... 

CP.  O'Connor.... 

E.S.  Stevens. 

J.  Langlois  Bell 

*  Deceased. 

{Demitted 

• 
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Roll  of  Officers  and  Members  of  Subordinate 
Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

3IST     DECEMBER,     1897. 


QOLDEN  RULE  CHAPTBR  No.  1,  5HERBR00KE. 

Organized  April  22nd,  1821. 
fleets  on  the  Third  Thursday  of  each  month. 


OFFICERS. 


B.  S.  Pos8 Z. 

J.  A.  Tate H. 

C.  R.  Thurber J. 

H.Davidson Treas. 

A.  G.  Sjolander S.  E. 


G.  H.  Presby S.N. 

W.  C.  Fuller P.  Soj. 

H.Johnston S.  Soj. 

W.S.  Gilkerson Jr*.  Soj. 

J.  Chesney Janitor. 


J.  H.  Graham. •••P.Z. 

James  Addie '* 

E.  B.  True ** 

C.  S.  Channell...  ** 
H.E.  Channel]...  ** 


Charles  S.  Channell 
Clark  Gordon 
F.  D.  Butterficld 
Robert  C.  Parsons 
H.  A.  Channell 
Wm.  D.  Clark 
Arthur  Wilcox 
A.  G.  Lomas 
John  H.  Graham 
James  Addie 
Edwin  S.  Foss 
Arch.  M.  Greenshields 
George  H.  Presby 
E.  Burt.  True 
Ben.  W.  Lee 
A.  L.  Grindrod 
Alexander  Ross 
Robert  C.  Cull 
George  Williamson 
John  S.;i/)we 


PAST  OFFICERS. 

M.  B.  Schofield...P.Z. 
B*  Mr  •  I^ee.  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Henry  Davidson..   ** 

G.H.  Presby " 

A.  G.  Sjolander..  ** 

MEMBERS. 

George  Gordon 
Wm.  H.  I/eamed 
M.  B.  McAuley 
H.  Ed.  Channell 
M.  B.  Schofield 
Wm.  H.  Ross 
Sam.  Penniston 
John  h.  Wilfred 
Wm.  E.  Smith 
John  Chesney 
Charles  E.  Lee 
S.  W.  Jenckes 
W.W.  Bailey 
Charles  M.  Thomas 
E.  S.  Stevens 
A.  G.  Sjolander 
Henry  Davidson 
Hector  Ross 
Alexander  Ames 
H.  D.  Fraser 


E.  S.  Stevens. ....  P.Z  * 

Alex.  Ames P.H* 

H.  A.  Channell... P.J. 
Chas.Kenrich...    *' 
J.  S.  Lowe ** 


John  Fales 
Samuel  Cooper 
John  Richards 
A.  B.  McDonald 
John  H.  Barker 
Wm.  S.  Ross 
Charles  Kenrick 
E.  L.  Smith 
T.  L.  Brown 
W.J.  Forsyth 
G.  H.  A.  Brooke 
N.  Nicholson 
John  H.  Wright 
Jesse  Martin 
James  Sangster 
A.  H.  Cummings 
W.  A.  Morehouse 
W.  A.  Hampshire 
J.  J.  Penhale 
L.  J.  Chandler 
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MnMBnKS-Continutd. 

G.  H.  RawUns 

J.  N.  Boucher 

Thomas  Cnrrie 

C.  R.  Jones 

J.  A.  Tate 

William  SomerviUe 

Charles  Nelson 

A.  G.  Hawker 

A.  C.  Lytic 

H.  T.  Martin 

E.  T.  Cleveland 

H.  W.  W.  Johnson 

W.  R.  Leet 

John  McMorine 
T.D.  Newell 

Ix>renzo  Jarratt,  Sr. 

J.  O.  Duncan 

Lorenzo  Jarratt,  Jr. 

W.  S.  GUkerson 

W.  A.  Richardson 

W.  J.  Pleasance 

W.  W.  Baker 

W.  A.  Bennett 

A.  W.  Colby 

C.  R.  Thurber 

W.  C.  Fuller 

I.  H.  Bryant 

Charles  Webb 

John  Cameron 

J.  A.  Swan 

J.  H.  Armstrong 

STADACONA  CHAPTER  No.  2,  QUEBEC. 

Organized  November  I7th,  1854. 

Meets  on  Third   Wedne3day  of  each  montht  exceptlnsr 

June,  July,  Aufifust  and  September. 

OFFICERS.                                                                   1 

Tames  Woodn 

....Z.                  P     M    Rf/v*lrin<». R  M                   1 

Tames  P.  Hicks. 

..  ..H, 

W.  M.  Andrews P,Soj. 

A.  J.  Colston S.SOJ. 

Archibald  Simons. Jr.Soj. 

A  E  Seifert 

... .J. 

Charles  Knowles 

...  .Treas. 

C  A-  Beiithner . ...  ... 

...  S.E. 

TT.  "MnCintx^n Tanif/M> 

^^#    A&«     M^^mW^^MMmm%m^  w  w  w  w     *  •  • 

PAST  OFFICERS.                                                                 1 

Edson  Fitch P.Z. 

Charles  Knowles. P.Z. 

James  L.  Bell P.Z.      1 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers  " 

Henry  Griffith...   " 

James  Ellis *'   *     1 

James  Dunbar....   '* 

G.  Rolt  White...     « 

James  Copeman .  •  P.J.       1 

Henry  J.  Pratten.  ** 

1 

MEMBERS.                                                                         1 

James  Dunbar 

F.  A.  Falkenburg 

James  P.  Hicks 

E.  H.  Duval 

James  Woods 

J.  W.  Ryder 

Edson  Fitch 

J.  Langlois  Bell 
O.  B.  C.  Richardson 

C.  E.  McKeon 

Henry  Griffith 

G.  W.  Parmelee 

Charles  Knowles 

Henry  levers 

C.  A.  Beuthner 

Carl  Kuhring 

Hector  McQueen 

W.  M.  Andrews 

Chas.  McKenzie 

H.  B.  Sample 

Arch.  Simons 

Wm.  McWilUams 

James  Ellis 

A.  J.  Colston 

Henry  J.  Pratten 

James  Copeman 

J.  A.  Bdiveau 

G.  T.  Phillips 

Albert  E.  Seifert 

A.  C.  Davie 

G.  Rolt  White 

Ed.  A.  Evans 

Rev.  E-  J.  Etherington 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

Robt.  M.  Stocking 
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PREVOST  CHAPTER,  No.  3,  DUNHAM. 

Organized  8th  February,  1860. 
Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  each  month. 

OPPICBRS. 


Thos.  G.  Sykes Z. 

Geo.  Doherty H. 

A.  H.  Holden J. 

B.  A.  Longeway Treas. 

David  Cumming S.E. 


Homer  Ing^la S.N. 

Geo.  R.  I/>ngeway P.  Soj. 

John  F.  Yeate8 S.  Sol. 

A.  D.  Stevens J.  Soj. 

Robert  Doherty Janitor. 


H.  LeRoy  Fuller, 

M.D P.Z. 

T.Frank  Wood..    * 
Edaon  Kempt....    * 


PAST  OPPICSR8. 

A.  D.  Stevens P.D. 

G.  R.  Longeway..    ** 

W.A.Tayk)r •' 

Rev.  H.  W.  Nye,.    *» 


Homer  Ingalls ....  P.Z. 
B.  A.  Longeway..    ** 
Robert  Doherty..    ** 


BfBMBBRS. 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 

Walter  A.  Taylor 

Edson  Kemp 

H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D. 

G.  R.  Longeway 

Hiram  Seeley 

E.  E.  Spencer 

T.  F.  Wood 

I.  B.  Seeley 

Thomas  Wood 


C.  H.  Hall 
H.  H.  Hastings 
Rev.H.W,Nye 
B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 
H.  B.  Chadbum 
A.  L.  England 
Homer  Ingalls 
Rev.  A.  H.  Visser 


Jno.  F.  Yeates,  M.D. 
E.  L.  Jenne 
Thos.  G.  Sykes 
Georfire  Doherty 
David  Cummings 
John  F.  Guillette 
A.  H.  Holden 
John  Watt 
Geo.  F.  L.  Fuller 
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G.  H.  Rawlins 
C.  R.  Jones 
Charles  Nelson 
H.  T.  Martin 
W.  R.  heet 
J.  O.  Duncan 
W.  S.  Gilkcraon 
W.  W.  Baker 
C.  R.  Thurber 
Charles  Webb 
J.  H.  Armstrong 


MBMBERS— ToM/iVtMAf. 

J.  N.  Boucher 
J.  A.  Tate 
A.  G.  Hawker 
E.  T.  Cleveland 
John  McMorine 
T.  D.  Newell 
W.  A.  Richardson 
W.  A.  Bennett 
W.  C.  Fuller 
John  Cameron 


Thomas  Cnrrie 
William  Somerville 
A.  C.  Lytic 
H.  W.  W.  Johnson 
Lorenzo  Jarratt,  Sr. 
Lorenzo  Jarratt,  Jr. 
W.  J.  Pleasance 
A.  W.  Colby 
I.  H.  Bryant 
J.  A.  Swan 


STADACONA  CHAPTER  No.  2,  QUEBEC. 

Organized  November  I7th,  1854. 

Meets  on  Third   Wedne3day  of  each  month,  excepting: 
June»  July»  Aufifust  and  September. 


OFFICERS. 


James  Woods Z. 

James  P.  Hicks. H. 

A.  E.  Seifert J. 

Charles  Knowles Treaf . 

C.  A.  Beuthner S.E. 


R.  M.  Stockings S.N. 

W.  M.  Andrews P.Sol. 

A.  J.  Colston S.Soj. 

Archibald  Simons. Jr.Soj. 

H.  McQueen Janitor. 


Bdson  Fitch P.Z. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers  " 
Ja9ie8 Dunbar. ...  ** 
Henry  J.  Pratten.  *» 


James  Dunbar 
E.  H.  Duval 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Charles  Knowles 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
Wm.  McWilliams 
Henry  J.  Pratten 
G.  T.  PhiUipe 
G.  Rolt  White 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers 


PAST  OFFICBRS. 

Charles  Knowles.  P.Z. 
Henry  Griffith...   ** 
G.  Rolt  White...     " 


MEMBERS. 

F.  A.  Falkenburg 
James  Woods 
J.  Langlois  Bell 
O.  B.  C.  Richardson 
Henry  levers 
Hector  McQueen 
H.  B.  Sample 
James  Ellis 
James  Copeman 
Albert  E.  Seifert 
Ed.  A.  Evans 
Robt.  M.  Stocking 


1 


James L.  Bell.... 

James  Ellis 

James  Copeman . 


.P.Z. 

!p.j. 


James  P.  Hicks 

J.  W.  Ryder 

C.  E.  McKeon 

G.  W.  Parmelec 

C.  A.  Beuthner 

W.  M.  Andrews 

Arch,  Simons 

A.  J.  Colston 

J.  A.  Beliveau 

A.  C.  Davie 

Rev.  E.  J.  Etherington 


GRAND  CHAPTBR  OP  QOBBBC. 


41 


PREVOST  CHAPTER,  No.  3,  DUNHAM. 

Organized  8th  February,  i860. 
Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  each  month. 

0PPICBR8. 


Thos.  G.  Sykes Z. 

Geo.Doherty H. 

A.  H.  Holden J. 

B.  A.  Longeway Treas. 

David  Camming.. •• S.E. 


Homer  Ing^alU. S.N. 

Geo.  R.  I/>iigeway P.  Soj. 

John  F.  Yeates S.  S01. 

A.  D.Stevens J.  Soj. 

Robert  Doherty Janitor. 


H.  LeRoy  Fuller, 

M.D P.Z. 

T.Frank  Wood..    ** 
Edson Kempt....    ** 


PAST  OPPICBR8. 


A.  D.Stevens P.D. 

G.  R.  Longeway..    * 

W.  A.  Taylor • 

Rev.  H.  W.  Nye.. 


Homer  Ingalls  • . . 
B.  A.  I/)ngeway.« 
Robert  D^erty.< 


P.Z. 


MKMBBRS. 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 
Walter  A.  Taylor 
Edson  Kemp 
H.LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D. 
G.  R.  Longeway 
Hiram  Seeley 
E.  E.  Spencer 
T.  F.  Wood 
I.  B.  Seeley 
Thomas  Wood 


C.  H.  Hall 
H.  H.  Hastings 
Rev.H.W^Nye 
B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 
H.  B.  Chadbum 
A.  L.  England 
Homer  Ingalls 
Rev.  A.  H.  Visser 


Jno.  F.  Yeates,  M.D. 
E.  L.  Jenne 
Thos.  G.  Sykes 
George  Doherty 
David  Cummings 
John  F.  GuiUette 
A.  H.  Holden 
John  Watt 
Geo.  F.  L.  Fuller 
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G.  H.  Rawlins 
C.  R.  Jones 
Charles  Nelson 
H.  T.  Martin 
W.  R.  httt 
J.  O.  Duncan 
W.  S.  Gilkerson 
W.  W.  Baker 
C.  R.  Thurber 
Charles  Webb 
J.  H.  Armstrong 


MSMBUKS— Continued. 

J.  N.  Boucher 
J.  A.  Tate 
A.  G.  Hawker 
E.  T,  Cleveland 
John  McMorine 
T.  D.  Newell 
W.  A.  Richardson 
W.  A,  Bennett 
W.  C.  Fuller 
John  Cameron 


Thomas  Currie 
William  Somerville 
A.  C.  Lytle 
H.  W.  W.  Johnson 
Lorenzo  Jarratt,  Sr. 
Lorenzo  Jarratt,  Jr. 
W.  J.  Pleasance 
A.  W.  Colby 
I.  H.  Bryant 
J.  A.  Swan 


STADACONA  CHAPTER  No.  2,  QUEBEC, 

Organized  November  17th,  1854. 

Meets  on  Third  Wedne3day  of  each  month,  exceptinsr 
June,  July,  Aus^ust  and  September. 


0PPICBR8. 


James  Woods Z. 

James  P.  Hicks. H. 

A.  E.Seifert J. 

Charles  Knowles Treaf . 

C.  A.  Beuthner S.E. 


R.  M.  Stockings S.N. 

W.  M.  Andrews P.Soj. 

A.  J.  Colston S.Soj. 

Archibald  Simons Jr.Soj. 

H.  McQueen Janitor. 


Edson  Fitch P.Z. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers  •* 
Ja9ies Dunbar....  '* 
Henry  J.  Pratten.  •* 


James  Dunbar 
E.  H.  Duval 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Charles  Knowles 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
Wm.  McWilliams 
Henry  J.  Pratten 
G.  T.  Phillips 
G.  Rolt  White 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers 


PAST  OPPICBR8. 

Charles  Knowles. P.Z. 
Henry  Griffith...  ** 
G.  Rolt  White...     " 


MEMBERS. 

F.  A.  Falkenburg 
James  Woods 
J.  I^anglois  Bell 
O.  B.  C.  Richardson 
Henry  levers 
Hector  McQueen 
H.  B.  Sample 
James  Ellis 
James  Copeman 
Albert  E.  Seifcrt 
Ed.  A.  Evans 
Robt.  M.  Stocking 


J 


James  L.  Bell P.Z. 

James  Ellis *'  * 

James  Copeman .  .P.J. 


James  P.  Hicks 

J,  W.  Ryder 

C.  E.  McKeon 

G.  W.  Parmelec 

C.  A.  Beuthner 

W.  M.  Andrews 

Arch.  Simons 

A.  J.  Colston 

J.  A.  Beliveau 

A.  C.  Davie 

Rev.  E-  J.  Etherington 


GRAND  CRAPTSR  OF  QOBBBC. 
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PREVOST  CHAPTER,  No.  3,  DUNHAM. 

Organized  8th  February,  i860. 
Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Moon  of  each  month. 

0PFICSR8. 


Tho6.  G.  Sykes Z. 

Geo.I>oherty H. 

A.  H.Holdcn J. 

B.  A.  Longeway Treas. 

David  Camming. •  ••••...  •S.B. 


Homer  IngalU. S.N. 

Geo.  R.  Longeway P.  Soj. 

John  F.  Yeates S.  S01. 

A.  D.Stevens J.  Soj. 

Robert  Doherty Janitor. 


H.  LeRoy  Fuller, 

M.D P.Z. 

T.Frank  Wood..    «* 
Edson  Kempt....    ** 


PAST  OFPICBRS. 

A.  D.  Stevens P.D. 

G.  R.  Longeway..    ** 

W.  A.  Taylor •* 

Rev.  H.  W.  Nye..    ** 

BfBMBBRS. 


Homer  Ingalls ....  P.Z. 
B.  A.  Longeway. .    *  * 
Robert  Doherty..    ** 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 

C.  H.  Hall 

Jno.  P.  Yeates,  M.D. 

Walter  A,  Taylor 

H.  H.  Hastings 

E.  L.  Jenne 

Edson  Kemp 

Rev.  H.  W.Nye 

Thos.  G.  Sykes 

H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  M.D. 

B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 

Georfire  Doherty 
David  Cummings 

G.  R.  Longeway 
Hiram  Seeley 

H.  B.  Chadbum 

John  F.  Guillette 

E.  E.  Spencer 
T.  F.  Wood 

A.  L.  England 

A.  H.  Holden 

Homer  Ingalls 

John  Watt 

I.  B.  Seeley 

Rev.A.H.Vis8er 

Geo.  F,  L.  Fuller 

Thomas  Wood 

' 
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DORCHESTER  CHAPTER*  No.  4,  QRANBY. 

Organized  March  8th,  i860. 
Meets  on  Second  Thursday  of  each  month. 

OFFICERS. 


J.  Bruce  Payne Z. 

Nelson  Mitchell H. 

E.  L.S.  Patterson J. 

W.R.  Homer Treas. 

John  Lincoln S.  E. 


F.W.Taylor S.  N. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Ivonghurst. ...  P.  Sen. 

Alex.  Chalmers S.  Soj. 

Wm.  Pillsworth J.  Soj. 

Wm.  Gould Janitor. 


J.  P.  Noyes 

W.  A.  Taylor  ... 
Geo.  H.Allen.... 
E.  J.  Raymond. . . 
G.  E.. Robinson.. 


P.Z. 


PAST  OFFICERS. 


D.  Darby 

A.  E.  MUls 

W.  G.  Parmclee. 
W.R.  Peters.... 
F.  B.  Famsworth. 


P.Z. 


J.  I.  Wallace..... P.H. 

D.L.  Allen P.H. 

J.  P.  HalL P.J. 

WiUard  Fuller... P.J. 
R.  F.Shaw P.J, 


MEMBERS. 


W.  G.  Parmelee 
W.  A.  Taylor 
G.  H.  Allen 
D.  h.  Allen 
J.  P.  Noyes 
W.  I.  Bnggs 
Fred  England 
S.  V.  Eastman 
G.  E.  Robinson 
D.  Darby 
Jas.  Snodgrass 
Ed.  J.  Raymond 
H.  J.  Beaman 
G.  H.  Sylvester 
John  Snodgrass 
O.  C.  Webster 
J.  I.  Wallace 
Gardner  Stevens 
C.  H.  Parmelee 
A.  H.  Nourse 
Geo.  G.  Foster 


A.  W.  Pettes 
S.  G.  Shepherd 
J.  P.  Hall 
T.  H.  Cox 
J.  W.  Garland 
W.  T.  Shores 
W.  R.  Peters 
A.  E.  Mills 
L.  B.  Jenkins 
W.  J.  Farber 
Arch.  McDonald 
G.  E.  Savage 
Wm.  Montford 
H.  S.  Green 
WiUard  Fuller 
George  Grant 
H.  A.  Young 
R.  S.  Marston 
John  MacFarlane 
A.  C.  Lytle 


R.  F.  Shaw 
W.  H.  Graham 

E.  L.  S.  Patterson 
Wm.  Atkinson 
Jno.  S.  0*Dwyer 
Jno.  Irwin  Strong 
Rev.  W.  B.  Longhurst 
J.  B.  Payne 

F.  B.  Farnsworth 
N.  Mitchell 

P.  S.  lolander 
W.  R.  Homer 
John  Lincoln 
William  Gould 
Rev.  A.  C.  Wilson 
F.  W.  Taylor 
W.  Pillsworth 
A.  Chalmers 
D.  R.  Cowley 
A.  J.  Fisher 


GRXin>  CHAPTB&  OP  QUBBBC. 
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CARNARVON  CHAPTER,  No.  5,  MONTREAL. 

Organized  March  8,  I86i. 

Heets  Second  Friday  of  each  month,  exoeptlnsr  June, 
July  and  August. 


OPPICBRS. 


Geo.  H.  Wilkinson. 
J.  Ireland  Phillips.. 

D.  A.  Young 

J.  B.  Tresidder 

I^ewisP.  Mead 


.Z. 

.H. 

.Treas. 
.S.E. 


T.  A.  Bmmans S.  N. 

H.Higginbotham P.  Soj. 

F.H.  Hackett S.  Sol. 

Wm.  Sharp J.  Soj. 

Joh  n  I^wrence Janitor. 


I.  H.  Steams P.Z. 

Frank  Edgar.... 
WUl.  H.  Whyte. 
David  Seath.... 
J.  B.  Tresidder. . 
A.  A.  Stevenson. 
W.  R.  Cuthbert. 


A.  A.  Stevenson 
I.  H.  Steams 
J.  H.  Isaacson 
Frank  Edgar 
Rev.  L.  C.  Wurtele 
W.  R.  Cuthbert 
James  K.  Whyte 
Will.  H.  Whyte 
George  C.  Bown 
Mona  Lesser 
W.  S.  Walker 
W,  E.  Cooper 
David  Seath 
Fred  Masse^ 
Wm.  Ainslie 
Hugh  Vallance 
R.  A.  Kellond 
Robert  J.  Latimer 
J.  B.  Tresidder 
And.  Baile 
D.  R.  Spriggins 
T.  J.  Potter 
C.  P.  O'Connor 
George  P.  Brown 
Wm.  A.  MaUey 


PAST  OFPICEHS. 


P.Z. 


J.  K.  Whyte. 

FredMassey ** 

W.E.  Cooper  ...  " 

C.  P.  O'Connor..  *' 

W.T.Anderson..  " 

E.W.T.Raddon.  " 

Geo.  C.  Bown....  " 

MSMBBRS  : 

James  Kerr 
W.  T.  Anderson 
C.J.  Williams 
Harry  Ashton 
S.  S.  Kimball 

B.  Wolowitch 
Henry  Plow 
J.  T.  Gladston 
James  Patterson 
Wm.  Henry 
W.  S.  Ward 

G.  H.  Wilkinson 
E.  McConkev 

C.  R.  Coraeil 

C.  S.  EllU 
W.J.Wight 
L.  E.  Tmdeau 

.  I.  Phillips 

^  J.  Church 
W.  J.  Barlow 
W.  A.  Williams 
W.  J.  Gardner 

D.  A.  Young 
W.  L.  Hogg 
P.  O.  Girouz 


k 


John  T.  Gladston.  P.Z. 
J.  H.'lsaacson..  ..P.H. 
W.S.Walker... 
C.  J.  Williams... 
Henry  Ashton. . . 

C.S.  Ellis 

James  Patterson.* P.J. 


E.  J.  Renshaw 
W.  H.  Magwood 
A.  Cotton 

F.  H.  Hackett 
J.  W.  Thompson 
John  Rome 

W.  B.  Stephens 
H.  Higginbotham 
C.  J.  Brown 
T.  A.  Emmans 

F.  W.  McKinney 
W.  S.  Scudder 

J.  M.  Bowden 

G.  F.  Latty 
Wm.  Sharp 

C.  W.  Macdonell 
G.  H.  Stott 
W.  G.  Cole 
L.  P.  Mead 
C.  G.  Wilkinson 
J.  E.  Macfarlane 
W.  E.  Ward 
J.  L.  Beaudry 
W.  A.  Cooper 
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MOUNT  HOREB  CHAPTER  No.  6,  MONTREAL. 

Organized  December  loth,  1863. 

Meets  Second  Wednesday  of  Each  Month,  excepting 

June,  July  and  August. 

OPPICBRS :                                                                  1 

M.  B.  White 

,..Z.                I       OawAld  PieMififf R.K.               1 

J.  G.  Reid 

...H. 

W.  S.  P< 
S.  Soloo 

card P.  Soi.        1 

W.  S.  Haire 

...J. 

tton S.   ••           1 

Charles  McLiean  .•.«•. 

•  •  •  Treas 

J.E.Jones Jr.  *•           1 

E.  Higginbottom 

...S.E. 

John  Lawrence Janitor.       1 

PAST  OPPICBRS  : 

C..R.Willi8 P.Z. 

H.  S.  Couper P.Z.  1  J.  P.  Griffin P.Z. 

E.  HigginWtom.  "    1  J.  H.  Lalonde.. ..  ** 

Henry  Dnnne....  ** 

Geo.  O.Tyler....   *' 

John  Wilson •*    j  Geo.  E.  Weldon . . P.  J. 

S.S.  Grant *'    ! 

MEMBERS, 

Alex.  Nelson 

J.  B.  Terry 

John  E.  Jones 

W.  h.  Perego 

N.  Circe 

Ernest  Pearse 

C.  R.  Willis 

J.  P.  Griffin 

W.  S.  Peard 

G.  B.  Weldon 

W.  J.  G.  Proctor 

A.  Brown 

John  Wilson 

S.  McClatchie 

F.  W.  Knowlton 

G.  0.  Tyler 

W.  DeMoulpied 

W.  J.  Haire 

H.  S.  Couper 

R.  EUerton 

A.  H.  Winfindale 

Henry  Dunne 

Chas.  McLean 

E.  H.  McGilvray 

G.  L.  Fischer 

Joseph  Dixon 
0.  Fielding 

T.  H.  Bailey 

G.  R.  Locker 

E.  Packard 

And.  Hardie 

D.  Leblanc 

Gilbert  Jones 

Jos.  Reiber 

Jas,A.  Ogilvie 

S.  Soloman 

P.  A.  Crosby 

Jos.  Youngheart 

J.  A.  McGilvray 
T.  Hazlewood 

Alf.  Meunier 

S.  J.  Ritchie 

J.  H.  Lalonde 

J.  F.  Thorn 

J.  W.  Sutherland 

W.  M.  Briggs 
E.  Higginbottom 
C.  Byrd 

J.  G.  Reid 

Thos.  Dvment 

M.  B.  White 

Wm.  Harvey 

C.  A.  Lamb 

N.  L.  Bonneau 

John  Lawrence 

Walter  Moyes 

C.  J.  Strong 

S.  S.  Grant 

Richard  Pring 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  QUBBBC. 
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nONTREAL  CHAPTER  No.  7,  HONTREAL. 

Organized  December  1870. 

Meets  on  Second  Monday  of  each  month,  excepting^  June 
July  and  Ausrust. 


OPPICBRS. 


W.  M.  LeMessurier Z. 

W.  T.  McLaurin H. 

George  Woollam J. 

John  McLean Treas. 

C.  A«  Humphrey S.  B. 


W.  D.  Clark S.  N. 

Wm.  Barry P.  Soj. 

Jas.  S.  Somerville S.  Soj. 

John  Gouldthorpe J.  Soj. 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


A.  G.  Adams. .  •  • . P.Z. 
John  McLean. •••  " 
W.M.LeMe8surier  '* 
J.  C.  Thuraton...  " 
A.  A.  Stevenson . .  " 


PAST  OPPICBRS. 

Joseph  MitcheU..P.Z. 

William  HUl " 

C.  A.  Humphrey.  ** 
Geo.  O.  Stanton..  '* 
Joseph  Luttrell..     " 


John  Street P.H. 

A.  Redlich '* 

John  Moore '* 

Jno.  B.  Pykc P.J. 


MBMBBRS. 


A.  A.  Stevenson 
A.  W.  Akerman 
A.  G.  Adams 
John  McLean 
John  Street 
J.  C.  Thurston 
Joseph  Mitchell 
W.  M.  LeMeasurier 
C.  A.  Humphrey 
J.  J.  Coleman 
Wm.  HUl 
T.  R.  Doran 
G.  O.  SUnton 
J.  B.  Pykc 
J.  J.  Rosen 
J.  Luttrell 


Albert  Redlich 
F.  Patenaude 
John  Moore 
W.J.Kerr 
J.  M.  Ferguson 
W.  T.  McLaurin 
Geo.  Carson 
Geo.  Lamb 
Geo.  Woollam 
Wm.  Hostler 
A.H.  Hersey 
W.  B.  Clark 
C.  O.  Clark 
Henry  Beaumont 
A.  L.  Lockerby 
J.  E.  dc  Hertel 


Amos  Cowen 
W.  S.  Brown 
Charles  Austin 
Levi  Workman 
J.  S.  Somerville 
Wm.  Burry 
W.  H.  Brown 
R.  J.  Lower3r 
Walter  Laurie,  Jr. 
John  Gouldthorpe 
John  Elingan 
William  Beadie 
R.  C.  Thorneloe 
S.J.  Simpson 
J.  B.  Saul 
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ROYAL  ALBERT  CHAPTER  No.  8*  MONTREAL. 

Organized  February  ist,  187 1. 

Meets  on  Third  Monday  of  March,  June,  September  and 

December. 

OFFICERS  : 


C.  P.  Dawson Z. 

E.  W.Wilson H. 

R.  S.  Kinghom J. 

E.  T.  Scott Tr eas. 

F.W.  Barlow .S.E. 


S.  W.  Ewing S.N. 

Henry  Brophy P.S. 

J.  A.  Clarke S.S. 

R.J.  Inglis J.S. 

W.  H.  Norkett Janitor* 


PAST  OFFICERS  : 


Prank  Edgar..   ..P.Z. 

I.  H.Stearns *• 

A.  D.Nelson •* 

Rev.R.W.Norman  " 
A.  R.  Praser " 


J.  C.Wilson P.Z. 

G.W.  Lovejoy,MD  " 
Geo.  A.  Miller....  ** 

B.Tookc •• 

H.  W.  Atwater...P.H 


Geo.  T.Bell P.H. 

C.  W.  Hagar P.J. 

E.M.Renouf ** 


MEMBERS : 


Frank  Edgar 

William  Miller 

I.  H.  Steams 

Charles^Hutchison 

A.  R.  Praser 

H.  W.  Atwater 

A.  D.  Nelson 

C.  W.  H^ar 

Rev.  R.  W.  Norman 

Brock  Willet 

G.  A.  Miller 

E.  T.  Scott 

G.  W.  Lovejoy,  M.  D. 

T.  P.  Butler 

J.  C  Wilson 

Sir  Melbourne  Tait 


Alex.  McDoujKall 
E.  M.  Renouf 

B.  Tooke 
John  Porteous 

C.  P.  Dawson 
H.  A.  Hutchins 
S.  W.  Ewing 
G.  T.  Bell 

R.  S.  Kinghom 
John  Simmons 
Fred.  Haworth 
Henry  Brophy 
E.  W.  Wilson 
J.  J.  Robson 
E.  H.  Brown 
W.  E.  Bradshaw 


Wm.  Buell 

H.  L.  Lyman 

D.  C.  McNaughton 

W.  P.  Eg^ 

Jas.  Renwick 

G.  G.  Robinson 

John  G.  Poole 

Fred.  W.  Barlow 

J.  A.  Clarke 

R.  J.  Inglis 

J.  Lowe,  Jr. 

D.  P.  Smith 

R.  M.  Simpson 

H.  G.  Elliott 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  QUKBBC. 
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BEDFORD  CHAPTER  No.  10,  BEDFORD. 

Organized  August  3rd,  1880. 
Meets  Tuesday   Before  Full  Moon   Each  Month. 


OFFICERS  : 


Georges.  Walsh.. 
George  E.  Crellar. 
E.W.  Morgan.... 
BdwardCoslett... 


.Z. 

.H. 

.Treas. 
.S.E. 


G.H.Jones,  Sr S.  N. 

E.  F.  Currie P.  Soj. 

D.  A.  Hart S.    ** 

G.  A.Coslett Jr.  ** 

P.  J.  Borden Janitor 


Hobart  Butler...  P.Z. 
Rev.  H.  W.Nye..  " 
Geo.  W.  Gilman..  ** 

Hobart  Butler 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Geo.  W.  Gilman 

C.  A.  Rice 
W.  O.  Breck 
H.  C.  Hall 

H.  H.  Hastings 
E.  A.  Burret 

D.  A.  Hart 
N.  M.  Blinn 


PAST  OFFICBR8  : 

W.  A. Shelters.... P.Z. 

F.  H.Throop ** 

G.  A.  Coslett ** 

MBMBBRS  : 
B.  T.  Rice 
Geo.  A.  Coslett 
Edward  Coslett 
Samuel  Coslett 
L.  J.  Bnmell 
J.  M.  Ferris 
W.  H.  Smith 
G.  A.  Jones,  Sr. 
W.  A.  Shelters 
F.  H.  Throop 


H.  H.  Hastings... P.Z. 

S.  Coslett P.J, 

J.M.  Hill.Jr " 

F.  J.  Borden 
H.  A.  Blackwell 
E.  J.  Taylor 
Geo.  S.  Walsh 
Geo  E.  Crellar 
J.  M.  Hill.  Jr. 
Edwin  F.  Currie 
Edw.  W.  Morgan 


5HAWENEQAM  CHAPTER  No.    II,  THREE  RIVER3* 

Organized  January  13th,  1884. 
Meets  First  Wednesday  of  Each  Month. 

OFpIcBRS  : 

A.  D.Ritchie Z.  W.  F.  Adair S.N. 

Wm.  Wallace H.  F.  F.  Farmer P.  Soj. 

R.  A.Braman J.  S. 

R.  W.Williams Treas.  Thos.  H.  Argall J. 

JamesTebbutt S.E.  O.  B^langer Janitor. 


G.  O.Tyler P.Z. 

R.  W.  Williams..  '* 
W.  B.Smith '* 

Geo.  O.  Tyler 
S.  W.  Butterfield 
I.  H.  Steams 
David  Seath 
R.  W.  Williams 
F.  F.  Farmer 
W.  B.  Smith 


PAST  OPFICBRS  : 

I.  H.  Stearns P.Z. 

David  Seath *• 

F.  F.  Farmer •* 

MEBCBBRS  : 
A.  D.  Ritchie 
J.  V.  Nicol 

E.  N.  Pike 

J.  A.  Woodman 
William  Wallace 

F.  J.  Argall 
T.  H.  Argall 


A.  D.  Ritchie. 
E.  N.Pike.... 


J.  W.  Smith 
James  Tebbutt 
R.  C.  Argall 
W.  F.  Adair 
J.  A.  A.  Hudon 
R.  A.  Braman 
O.  B^langer 


.P.Z. 
P.H, 
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nOUNT  SUTTON  CHAPTER  No.  12,  SUTTON. 

Organized  January  12,  1895. 
fleets  First  Saturday  after  full  moon. 


OPPICKRS. 


R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D. . .  .Z. 

Geo.  E.  Clark H. 

H.  A.  Parsons        J. 

B.  R.Shepard Treas. 

P.  A.  Jenne S.  £. 


G.  N.  Thompson S.  N. 

P.  A.  Olmstead P.Soj. 

ascn. 

J.Sqf. 

E.  G.  Corley Janitor. 


John  P.  Noyes... 
W.  H.  O'Regan. 


PAST  OPPIC8RS. 


.P.Z. 


W.  Macfarlane. P.Z, 

CCDyer " 


0PPICBR8. 


John  P.  Noyes 

W.  H.  O'Regan 

Eugene  A.  Dyer 

R«T.  Bftacdonald,  M.D. 

P.  A.  Olmstead 

H.  A.  Parsons 

G.  E.  Clark 

R.Curlev 

W.  Macfarlane 

Charles  C.  Dyer 


N.  J.  Wyatt 

A.  W.  Westover 

H.  P.  Darrah 

P.  H.  Page 

E.  E.  Gleaaon 

E.  R.  Shepard 

H.  H.  Dyer 

J.  M.  Ruiter 

Rev.  W.  P.  Chambers 

L.  J.  Demers 


E.  E.  Mills 
A.  E.  Ralston 
M.  M.  Harris 
J.  McC.  Starke 
G.  N.  Thompson 
E.  G.  Curley 
C.  S.  Scofield 
C.  S.  Rackard 
P.  A.  Jenne 
E.  A.  Bigelow. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OK  QUEBEC.     ' 

« 

ORAND  SECRETARIES.                               1 

Grand  Chapters. 

Annual 
Convocation. 

Grand  Secretaries. 

ADDRESS. 

Alabama 

December  .. 

H.  C.  Armstrong 

Montgomery 

Arizona 

November  . . 

Geo.  J.  Roskruge 

Tucson 

Arkansas 

November  . . 

James  A.  Henry 

Little  Rock 

California 

April 

Thos.  H.  Caswell 

San  Francisco 

Canada 

[anuary  ...- 

Thomas  Sargaiit. 

Toronto 

Colorado 

September . . 

E.  C.  Parmelee 

Denver 

Connecticut 

Miay 

James  McCormick .... 

Hartford 

Delaware.  ...... 

January  .... 

James  H.  Price 

Wilmington 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

December  •  • 

A.  W.Johnson 

Washington 

Florida 

May 

April 

William  A.  McLean . . 

Jacksonville 
Macon 

Georgia 

A.M.  Wolihin    

Illinois 

October 

Gilbert  W.Barnard... 

Chicago 

Indiana 

October 

WilliamH.Smythe.. 

I  Indianapolis 

Indian  Territory. 

August 

Joseph  S.  Murrow .... 

Atoka 

Iowa •••.••  ...a .. 

February  . . . 

Alf .  Wineaie 

Des  Moines 

Kansas 

Jacob  DeWitt 

Selina 

Kentucky 

October 

Henry  B.  Grant 

Louisville 

Louisiana 

February.  .. 

Richard  Lambert 

New  Orleans 

Maine. .  • 

May 

November  . . 

Stephen  Berry 

George  L.  McCahan . . 

Portland 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

Massachusetts . . . 

December  . . 

Seranus  Bowen 

Boston 

Michigan 

January 

Jefferson  S.  Conover. . 

Coldwater 

Minnesota 

October 

Thomas  Montgomery. 

St.  Paul 

Mississippi 

February.  .. 

J.  L.  Power 

[ackson 

Missouri 

April 

William  H.  Mayo .  •  •  • 

St.  Louis 

Montana 

September. 

Cornelius  Hedges 

Helena 

Nebraska 

December  .. 

William  R.  Bowen.... 

Omaha 

Nevada 

June 

Chauncey  N.  Note  ware 

Carson  City 

New  Brunswick  . 

April 

William  A.  Ewing..  •• 

St.  John,  N.  B. 

New  Hampshire. 

May 

George  P.  Cle&ves. . . . 

Concord 

New  Jersey 

May 

George  B.  Edwards. . . 

Jersey  City 

New  York 

February  . . . 

Christopher  G.  Fox. . . 

BuSbAo 

North  Carolina.. 

May 

Horace  H.  Munson. .  • 

Wilmington 

North  Dakota  . . . 

June . 

Frank  J.  Thompson . . 

FarK) 

Nova  Scotia. .... 

June 

D.  H.  Campbell 

Halifax 

Ohio 

October 

June 

December  .. 

January 

March 

Charles  C.  Kiefcr 

Jas.  F.  Robinson 

Charles  Carv 

Urbana 
Eugene 
PhSadelphia 
Montreal 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.... 
Quebec • . 

Will.  H.Whyte  

William  R.  Green .... 

Rhode  Island.... 

Providence 

South  Carolina. . . 

February . . . 

I.  T.  Barron 

Columbia 

South  Dakota. . . . 

June 

George  A.  Pettigrew  . 

Flandreau 

Tennessee 

January 

Wm.  A.  Clendening.. 

Nashville 

Texas. 

George  Lopas,  Jr 

Warren  G.  Reynolds. 

Houston 

Vermont 

June 

Burlington 
Petersburg 

Virginia 

November . . 

Jas.  P.  Blanks 

Washington 

West  Virginia.  .. 
Wisconsin 

June 

November . . 
February... 

YancyT.  Blalock.... 

Walla  Walla 

John  W.  Laflin 

Milwaukee 

G.  G.  Chapter... 

Trien-1900. . 

Christopher  G.  Fox... 

Buffalo 

50  PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE 

Repre5eiitatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec*  near 
other  Grand  Chapters. 

Grand  Chapters.  Reprbskxtative.  Reside?(cb. 

Alabama Henry  H.  Matthews Montgomery 

Arizona Phillip  K.  Hickey Phoenix 

Arkansas T.  M.  Horsfall Hazen 

California W.  Buckley  Davis Sacramento 

Canada D.  F.  Macwatt Barrie 

Colorado David  LaSalle Leadville 

Connecticut E.  Tweedy Danbury 

Delaware Alfred  G.  Coz Middleton 

District  of  Columbia J.  M.  Yznaga Washington 

Florida Robert  J.  Perry Key  Wesi 

Georgia £.  H.  Reed Waycross 

Illinois William  L.  Milligan Ottawa 

Indiana Isaac  P.  T*eydon New  Albany 

Indian  Territory Hon.  Sel wyn  Douglass . .  Oklahoma 

Iowa Richard  Hermann Dubuque 

Kansas ....W.  G.  Graham,  M.D....Winfield 

Kentucky.  J.  W.  Hopper Louisville 

Louisiana Andrew  Hero,  Jr New  Orleans 

Maine Joseph  M.  Hayes Bath 

Maryland Charles  F.  Achey Baltimore 

Massachusetts B.  Sanford,  Jr Brockton 

Minnesota W.J.  Hahn Minneapolis 

Mississippi B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus 

Missouri W.  M.  Williams Boonville 

Montana J.  J.  Hindson Helena 

Nebraska Geo.  T.  Sprecher Norkfolk 

New  Brunswick George  M.  Jarvis Moncton 

New  Hampshire G.  P.  Cleaves Concord 

New  Jersey G.  B.  Edwards Jersey  Heights 

New  York Charles  McCarty Gouvemeur 

Nevada William  Sutherland Virginia  City 

North  Carolina S.  Douglas  Wait Raleigh 

North  Dakoto H.  M.Wheeler Grand  Forks 

Nova  Scotia William  Crowe  Halifax 

Ohio R.  C.  Lemmon Toledo 

Oregon John  J.  Spencer McMin ville 

Pennsylvania John  McKain ....   Duquesne 

Rhode  Island W.  C.  T.  Wardwell Bristol 

South  Carolina J.  H.  McKessick Union 

South  Dakota Ivan  W.  Goodner Pierre 

Texas R.  M.  Elgin Houston 

Vermont Marsh  O.  Perkins Windsor 

Virginia Leslie  J.  Talbott Lynchburg 

Washington Ralph  Guichard Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia Hugh  Sterling Wheeling 

Wisconsin W.C.Swain Milwaukee 
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Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec. 

Grand  Chapters.  Represbntative.  Residence. 

Alabama C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal 

Arizona J.  P.  Griffin " 

Arkansas Joseph  LuttrcU " 

California Frank  Edgar 

Canada Will.  H.  Whyte 

Colorado I).  Darby Waterloo 

Connecticut B.  Tooke Montreal 

Delaware  H.Dunne ....         *' 

District  of  Columbia G.A.Miller 

Florida A.  G.  Adams " 

Georgia F.  Massey '* 

Illinois A.  D.  Nelson 

Indiana   Edson  Fitch Quebec 

Indian  Territory John  Wilson Montreal 

Iowa John  McLean '* 

Kansas W.T.Anderson '* 

Kentucky C.  R.  Willis 

Louisiana Hy.  Davidson Sherbrooke 

Maine James  Dunbar,  Q.C Quebec 

Maryland H.  J.  Pratten " 

Massachusetts J.  B.  Tresidder Montreal 

Minnesota John  P.  Noyes,  Q.C Sweetsburg 


Missouri W.  M.  LeMessurier Montreal 

Montana W.  A.Taylor Waterloo 

Nebraska G.  H.  Presby Sherbrooke 

New  Brunswick Arch.  R.  Fraser Montreal 

New  Hampshire I.  H.  Stearns * ' 

New  Jersey David  Seath '' 

New  York .J.  H.  Graham,  LL.D Richmond 

Nevada  Charles  Knowles Quebec 

North  Carolina Rev.  H.  W.  Nye    liedford 

North  Dakota R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers 

Nova  Scotia Henry  Griffith Quebec 

Ohio E.  T.  D.  Chambers        ..       ** 

Oregon E  S.Stevens Sherbrooke 

Pennsylvania A.  A.  Stevenson Montreal 

Rhode  Island H.  E.  Channell Stanstead 

South  Carolina H.  S.  Couper Montreal 

South  Dakota W.  H.  0*Regan Sutton 

Texas George  O.  Stanton Montreal 

Vermont }.  Bruce  Payne Granby 

Virginia E.  J.  Raymond Waterloo 

Washin^on. George  E.  Robinson  ....         " 

West  Virginia A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D.   ...Dunham 

Wisconsin H.  L.  Fuller,  M.D Sweetsburg 


In  Memoriam. 


MOST  EXCELLENT  COMPANION 


DANIEL    SPRY, 


Past  Grand  First  Principal  Z. 

Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada, 
(in  Ontario.) 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  QUEBEC 

AT  THE 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada  (in  Ontario) 


Died  at  London,  Ont. 

Aug:u5t  13th,   1897. 


In  Memoriam. 


'%/%/%% 


RIGHT  EXCELLENT  COMPANION 


FRANK    G.    BOLLES, 


GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  QUEBEC 


AT  THB 


Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


Died  at  Unadilla,  N.  Y. 

22  April,  1897. 


In  Memoriam. 


RIGHT  KXCELLKNT  COMPANION 


F.    T.    THOMAS. 


Stadacona  Chapter  TSfo-  2, 
QUBBEC 


Past  Grand  Superintendent, 
Stadacona  District, 

Died  at  Quebec, 

Harch  17th,  1897. 


In  Memoriam. 


RIGHT  EXCELLENT  COMPANION 

EUGENE    M.    COPELAND, 


Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  6, 
MONTHRAL 

AND 

Bhawenegam  Chapter  No.  11, 
THRBB  RIVKaS. 

Past  Grand  Superintendent 
Montreal  District. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVE 

OF  THE 

M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut. 


Died  at  Berthier,    P.  Q. 

June  1st,  1897. 


In  Memoriam. 


VERY  EXCELLENT  COMPANION 

BERNARD    REED. 


Montreal  Chapter  No.  7. 
MONTREAL. 


Past  Grand  Steward. 
Died  at  Montreal, 

December  26th,  1897. 


In  Memoriam. 

Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2 

E.  A.  PFIEFFER,        -      February  nth,  1897. 


Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5. 

ARTHUR  H.  DORAN,         -      July  23rd,  1897. 

riount  Horeb  Chapter  No.  6. 

EDWARD  BARR,        -      September  6th,   1897. 
I.  A.  RICHARDSON,         -        May  24th,   1897. 


Montreal  Chapter  No.  7. 

F.  MONTAGUE  SOWDON,  October  27th,  1897. 


Shawenegam   Chapter  No.  II. 

WILUAM  H.  PARKER        -        1897. 


APPENDIX. 


K^^ort   0n   foreign  Aorp^ortdinta. 

BY 
E.    T.    D.    CHAMBERS,    F>.Q.Z. 


To  the  04.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec : 

^ULLY  appreciative  of  the  honor  conferred  upon 
him  in  his  selection  again  as  Chairman  of  your 
Committee  on  Foreign  Re  ations  and  Corres- 
pondence, the  undersigned  has  once  more 
undertaken  the  pleasant  duty  of  wading  through 
all  volumes  of  proceedings  that  have  reached 
him  from  Sister  Grand  Bodies,  and  the  more 
difficult  task  of  selecting  Irom  the  mass  of  valuable  mat- 
ter suitable  for  publication  in  this  report,  the  small  pro- 
portion of  ^its  cream  that  it  is  possible  for  him  to  utilize. 
The  writer  has  much  enjoyed  his  converse  with  old 
friends  in  the  persons  of  Grand  Chapter  Reviewers  whose 
names  are  household  words  the  Masonic  World  over. 
He  is  indebted  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  Companions  of 
his  own  jurisdiction  for  their  indulgent  reception  of  h^s 
previous  work.  The  best  of  service  that  he  has  to  offer 
under  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  he  often  finds 


Al^ABAMA. 


himself  placed  as  regards  leisure  time,  is  always  at  their 
service.  It  would  be  better  but  for  circumstances  entirely 
beyond  his  control. 

Extremely  gratifying  is  it  to  learn  of  the  successful 
progress  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  and  other  jurisdictions, 
of  the  North  American  continent  during  the  year  just 
past  The  large  net  increase  in  membership  may  well  be 
taken  as  indicative  of  a  widely  increased  interest  in 
Capitular  Masonry. 


ALABAilA— 1896. 

The  membership  reported  by  the  34  Chapters  that 
made  returns  to  the  Seventieth  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  at  Montgomery,  on  Nov. 
30th  and  Dec.  ist,  1896,  was  1,008. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  G.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest 
presided,  and  described  the  trials  of  the  year  then  nearing 
a  close,  as  follows:  — 

"Companions,  this  has  been  a  year  that  tried  men*s  sonls,  more  so, 
perhaps,  than  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  country,  since  i860,  when 
we  saw  brother  arrayed  against  brother,  father  against  son,  and  Com- 
panion against  Companion,  but  thanks  to  Him  who  rules  all  things 
well,  we  have  weathered  the  storm,  the  cyclone  is  over,  and  the 
country  is  safe." 

Our  M.  Ex.  Companion  tendered  a  piece  of  advice  in 
the  course  of  his  address,  that  all  Masons  would  do  well 
to  profit  by.  "Don't  accept  office,"  he  said,  " for  honors 
you  may  expect  from  it,  for  I  can  assure  you  no  position 
in  life  can  honor  a  man  who  does  not  honor  himself." 

The  session  of  Grand  Chapter  was  as  harmonious  as  it 
was  uneventful. 

M.  E.  Comp.  P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 


ARIZONA. 


on  Foreign  Correspondence  submitted  an  admirably 
prepared  report  of  seventy  pages,  revewing  the  proceed- 
ings of  42  Sister  Grand  Chapters  in  his  usual  terse  and 
sparkling  manner. 

In  his  pleasant  notice  of  Quebec's  proceedings  for 
January  1896,  he  reproduces  extracts  from  the  address  of 
the  present  writer  as  Grand  "Z,"  and  quotes  in  full  the 
admirable  reply  from  M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Whyte's 
Foreign  Correspondence  report  of  that  year,  to  the  re- 
marks of  Companion  Singleton  upon  our  nomenclature  of 
the  three  principal  Chapter  officers. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  JosiAH  JERNIGAN,  -  Grand  High  Priest, 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


ARIZONA— 1896. 

The  four  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  report  a  healthy 
gain  of  fifteen  in  their  membership  during  the  past  year^ 
making  the  present  total  194. 

An  interesting  and  business-like  address  was  presented 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  R.  N.  Fredericks,  who  presided  at  the 
seventh  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Tucson,  on  the  nth 
November,  1896. 

He  made  feeling  reference  to  ihe  fraternal  death  of  the 
year,  particularly  referring,  amongst  others,  to  our  late 
regretted  Companion  Angus  Grant 

The  Committees  on  Grievances  were  fortunate  enough 
to  be  able  to  report  that  they  found  nothing  before  them 
for  consideration,  and  therefore  congratulated  themselves 
and  the  Royal  Craft  that  no  dissensions  have  arisen  in 
their  jurisdiction. 


4  ARKANSAS. 

The  Committee  on  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest*s  ad- 
dress reported :  - 

**  We  have  read  with  care  the  carefully  prepared  and  pleasing  re- 
port, and  can  tmly  congratulate  the  Fraternity  upon  the  condition  of 
the  several  Chapters  and  the  manner  in  whidb  the  affiurs  have  been 
conducted  during  the  past  year,  and  congratulate  the  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest  upon  his  efficiency  and  deep  interest  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Royal  Craft.'* 

M.  E.  Comp.  Morris  Goldwater,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E*  Comp.  George  K.  Roskruge,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


ARKANSAS— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  met  in  its  48th  An- 
nual Convocation,  at  Little  Rock,  on  the  i8th  November, 
1897. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  P.  Taylor,  Grand  High  Priest, 
who  presided,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  report 
that  death  had  spared  the  official  circle  of  his  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  preceding  year,  though  we  learn 
with  much  regret  of  the  decease  of  M.  R  Comp.  J.  M. 
Harkey,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Peace  and  harmony  had  so  well  prevailed  throughout 
the  jurisdiction  that  no  business  was  placed  before  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 

The  total  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  1,641. 

A  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  covering  54  pages 
was  prepared  by  Compagnon  Reuben  J.  Laughlin,  includ- 
ing a  valuable  statistical  table  from  which  we  find  that 
the  net  gain  in  membership  of  the  Chapters  in  Canada 
and  United  States  during  the  year  was  6,586. 

The  notice  of  Quebec  is  very  kind  and  fraternal.  It  is 
always  a  pleasure,  he  says,  to  read  our  red-bordered  pro- 
ceedings, and  a  relief  to  the  general  monotony. 
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The  writer  thanks  him  for  welcoming  him  back  to  the 
reportorial  guild,  and  we  hasten  to  assure  him  that  it  was 
the  report  of  his  Grand  Chapter  that  was  missing  from 
our  table  and  not  his  stock  of  A's,  that  caused  us  to  com- 
mence our  own  report  with  "  California." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Antonio  B.  Grace,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  A.  Henry,      -      Grand  Secretary. 


CALIFORNIA— I8W. 

Very  handsome  indeed  are  the  covers  of  the  report  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  California,  and  very  interesting 
the  matter  that  we  find  between  them. 

We  find  the  total  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters 
to  be  5,313. 

Very  sorry  are  we  to  learn  of  the  death  of  R.  E.  Comp. 
Stephen  Wing,  Past  Grand  King. 

The  proceedings  before  us  are  those  of  th*r43rd  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  held  at  San  Francisco, 
on  the  20th  and  21st  April,  1897,  and  the  frontispiece  is 
the  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Flint,  Sr.,  who 
presided  as  Grand  High  Priest  at  that  Convocation, 
which  was  attended  by  the  representatives  of  sixty-two 
chartered  Chapters. 

In  his  address  to  Grand  Chapter,  Companion  Flint, 
apropos  of  the  action  of  a  Companion  who  continued, 
despite  prohibition,  in  ruling  a  body  of  the  Cerneau  rite, 
well  says  :  "A  man  is  occasionally  found  so  constituted 
that  he  prefers  *to  rule  in  lull  than  serve  in  heax^en^  When 
found,  such  a  person,  if  a  Companion,  should  be  sent  to 
his  own  place." 

The  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen 


6  CAUPORKIA. 

of  Comp.  William  Abraham  Davies,  who  says  in  his  in- 
troduction : — 

''  In  rerewiog  the  maas  of  litefBtnre  which  forms  the  basis  of  this 
report  we  find  mnch  to  approve  and  little  to  condemn ;  ne  are  giatified 
to  observe  the  harmony  existing  among  all  the  Grand  Bodies  devoted 
to  the  dissemination  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  upon  this  continent.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  healthful  vigor  of  the  organization  ;  at  no 
former  tifne  during  the  nearly  half  century  of  our  Masonic  experience 
do  we  recall  the  same  harmonious  condition  which  now  exists ;  this 
condition  seems  not  confined  to  any  section  of  our  country,  but  is 
general,  although  more  apparent  in  cities  than  in  sparsely  settled 
Masonic  communities.  The  improvement  is  manifest  in  the  obser- 
vance of  anniversaries,  the  increasing  interest  in  the  legislation  of 
Grand  Bodies,  the  desire  for  uniformity  in  ritual  and  the  awakening 
interest  in  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood. 

Quebec's  proceedings  are  reviewed  for  two  years, — 
1896  and  1897.  Comp.  Davis'  report  is  very  kind  and 
fraternal.  The  address  of  the  Grand  Z  and  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  report  of  our  Grand  Chapter  are  approv- 
ingly referred  to. 

Under  the  proceedings  for  1897,  he  says  :— 

**  Past  Grand  Z.  and  Chairman  of  Correspondence,  Comp.  E.  T.  D. 
Chambers,  presents  the  report  for  that  committee.  This  duty  has  been 
performed  during  the  life  of  Grand  Chapter,  numbering  now  some 
twenty-years,  by  Comps.  Chambers  and  Will.  H.  Whyte,  and  if  one  is 
indisposed  or  '*outof  sorts"  the  other  is  always  available  with  a 
graceful  introduction.  Comp.  Chambers  opens  his  review  of  forty- 
four  Grand  Capitular  Bodies,  and  in  a  paper  of  sixty-eight  pages  sub- 
mits a  well  considered  and  pleasantly  written  index  of  the  condition 
of  American  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Frank  Pierce, 

Grand  High  Priest • 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell, 

Grand  Secretary. 


CANADA. 


CANADA— 18OT. 


An  advance  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  now  before  us,  reached  us  in  time 
for  brief  notice  in  our  report  of  a  year  ago,  but  we  were 
not  then  in  possession  of  the  full  report  of  proceedings  of 
the  Annual  Convocation  held  at  Toronto  on  the  27th 
January,  1897. 

From  these  we  learn  that  the  93  Chapters  on  the  roll 
of  Grand  Chapter  reported  a  total  membership  of  5,142. 

The  presiding  Grand  Z.  M.  E.  Companion  J.  Ross 
Robertson  delivered  a  most  scholarly  and  instructive 
address  to  Grand  Chapter,  which  bears  abundant  internal 
evidence  of  his  powers  of  keen  and  attentive  observation. 
He  remarks,  for  instance,  that  "although  the  correct 
exemplification  of  the  work  has  not  deteriorated,  in  some 
Chapters  more  reliance  is  placed  upon  the  ability  of  those 
who  have  passed  out  of  office  after  faithful  service,  rather 
than  on  those  who,  anxious  for  regalia,  receive  the  honor 
and  then  display  a  mental  incapacity,  which  if  exhibited  in 
business  circles  would  materially  decrease  their  chances 
of  success/'  This  is  an  experience  that  has  doubtless 
been  shared  by  all  who  have  given  much  attention  to  a 
due  supervision  of  the  Craft. 

Our  own  observation  leads  us  to  warmly  approve  and 
urge  upon  the  attention  of  subordinate  Chapters  the 
counsel  contained  in  the  following  paragraph  : 

"  It  U  my  belief  that  to  secure  better  ezemplification^of  ritual  there 
should  be  less  change  in  the  personel  of  officers  in  the  Chapters.  It 
is  important  as  well,  that  where  possible,  Companions  should  be 
selected,  not  exclusively  for  personal  qualifications  of  an  attractive 
character,  but  rather  because  they  are  Masons  who  have  proved  them- 
selves worthy  of  advancement,  and  that  they  can  be  relied  upon  to 
carry  out  the  obligation  required  for  the  office." 


CAKADA. 


He  has  also  some  appropriate  remarks  concerning  the 
wearing  of  proper  regalia  in  Chapters,  and  the  rival 
attractions  of  the  higher  rites.  On  these  two  points,  the 
Executive  Committee  reported  as  follows  — 

"  The  Committee  concur  with  the  Grand  Z.  in  his  regrets  that  pro- 
per Royal  Arch  clothing  and  jewels  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence 
in  our  Chapters,  and  agree  with|him  in  the  opinion  that,  so  far  as  the 
apron  and  sash,  at  all  events,  are  concerned,  they  should  be  added  to 
and  included  in  the  fee  for  the  Arch  Degree,  lliis,  your  Committee 
believe,  is  the  only  sure  and  general  remedy  for  the  defects  so  widely 
prevalent  in  this  respect.  The  Committee  agree  in  the  main  with  the 
Grand  Z.  in  his  expressions  of  opinion  respecting  the  higher  branches 
of  Masonry  and  the  growing^desire  on  the  part  of  the  fraternity  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  reach  them.  The  different,  and  yet  to  a 
certain  extent  inter-woven,  pathways  are  free  and  open  to  all  who  can 
comply  with  the  necessary  tests,  and  there  need  not  be,  and  is  not,  so 
far  as  your  Committee  can  learn,  friction  to  any  appreciable  extent 
between  those  who  are  honestly  and  faithfully  endeavoring  to  arrive 
as  nearly  as  in  this  world  is  possible  to  perfection,  though  by  different 
words  and  under  different  leaders.  The  Committee  heartily  join  with 
the  Grand  Z.  in  the  great  satisfaction  that  has  been  afforded  him  from 
his  knowledge,  after  careful  observation,  of  the  pleasant  relations  that 
exist  in  this  jurisdiction  between  the  various  Masonic  organizations. 
Bach  may  have  its  own  special  attractions,  but  all  can  be  profitably 
investigated  and  followed,  for  all  have  a  common  basis,  and  all  a 
common  object  in  view." 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  reports  of 
the  District  Superintendents,  thus  effectually  disposed  of 
the  criticism  of  one  R.  E.  Companion,  who  seems  to  have 
signally  failed  in  his  comprehension  of  his  duties  and 
obligations  to  Grand  Chapter : 

"  It  was  also  noticed  in  last  report  that  a  Superintendent  had 
betrayed  a  peculiar  lack  of  memory,  as  far  as  duty  was  concerned, 
when  he  penned  some  adverse  comment  on  the  recently  authorized 
revised  work,  but  his  un terrified  prototype  bobs  up  serenely  this  time, 
as  usual,  and  hfis  the  temerity  to  declare  that  **  widespread  dissatisfac- 
tion "  prevails  in  his  district  about  something  that  once  was  beautiful, 
but  is  now  atrociously  maimed  and  maltreated,  or  words  to  that  effect 
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As  this  officer  hails  from  au  important  district,  which  would  doubt- 
less evince  '*  widespread  **  amazement  did  it  learn  that  its  representa- 
tive had  so  far  put  his  foot  in  it,  the  indiscreet  words  have  been 
discreetly  expunged.  His  intimation,  however,  that  he  is  sure  that 
''some  of  the  Chapters  continue  to  practice  the  old  work"  will  be 
ample  hint  to  his  successor  that  there  is  employment  awaiting  him  in 
his  bailiwick/' 

Companion  Bennett's  very  admirable  report  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  included  in  the  volume  before  us,  was 
reviewed  by  us  last  year. 

M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  .        .        -         Grand  Z. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Sargant,       -       Grand  Scribe  E. 


COLORADO— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Colorado'met  at  Denver  in  its 
23rd  annual  convocation  on  the  23rd  Sept.,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  H.  Peabody,  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  an  interesting  address  covering  his  official  actions 
during  his  terms  of  office,  and  we  gladly  congratulate 
upon  the  following  fact  reported  by  him  : 

* '  I  can  truly  say  that  at  no  time  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
has  there  been  a  more  general  desire  to  laise  the  standard  of  our  work, 
and  to  conform  in  all  respects  to  the  ritual,  when  such  a  work  shall 
be  found  satisfactory,  than  there  is  apparent  at  this  present  time." 

That  warnings  such  as  the  following  should  be  so  fre- 
quently needed  by  grown  men  would  be  to  many  of  us  a 
matter  of  very  great  surprise,  were  it  not  that  we  have  so 
frequently  witnessed  a  necessity  for  them  : 

*'  I  have,  as  occasion  has  presented  itself,  criticized  the  work  of 
some  of  our  Chapters,  especially  cautioning  them  that  no  undue  levity 
be  permitted  during  the  conferring  of  the  degrees.  I  do  sincerely 
hope  that  all  the  officers  and  members  of  our  Subordinate  Chapters 
will  exert  their  influence  to  prevent  any  methods  or  ceremonies  being 
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permitted  within  their  Chapters  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  le 
the  moral  influence  of  our  beautiful  83rmbolry  upon  the  minds  of  the 
candidates  Let  the  recital  of  the  story  of  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
our  ancient  brethren  appeal  to  the  moral  nature  of  the  candidate, 
rather  than  to  his  fear  of  physical  inconvenience." 

Companion  Ernest  Le  Neve  Foster  submitted  another 
of  his  thoughtfully  prepared  reports  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence. We  know  how  to  appreciate  the  difficulty 
under  which  he  labors,  and  congratulate  him  upon  the 
successful  manner  in  which  he  has  surmounted  it  We 
quote  as  follows : 

"To  follow  out  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  its 
last  Annual  Convocation,  and  condense  as  far  as  possible  the  Report 
on  Correspondence,  and  at  the  same  time  not  impair  its  usefulness  or 
detract  from  the  information  it  should  convey,  is  a  matter  to  which 
your  committee  has  given  considerable  thought.  We  trust,  therefore, 
that  if  we  have  not  succeeded  in  presenting  as  well  finished  a  piece  of 
work  on  this  occasion  as  is  desired,  that  its  imperfections  will  be  over- 
looked, and  that  as  a  whole  it  may  meet  your  approval." 

Quebec's  proceedings  for  1897  are  very  fraternally 
reviewed.  In  referring  to  M.  E.  Companion  J.  B.  Tresid- 
der,  he  says  : — 

'*The  Grand  First  Principle  Z.'s  address  is  full  of  good  Masonic 
thought,  and  relates  the  official  transactions  he  was  called  upon  to 
perform.    He  was  not  called  upon  for  any  decisions. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  presented  their  reports, 
which  show  satisfactory  progress  throughout  the  jurisdiction." 

The  33  chartered  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  claim  a 
membership  cf  2,486. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  D.  Pierce,       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
R  E.  Comp.  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,       -       Grand  Secretary. 
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CONNECTICUT— 1897. 

The  99th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Connecticut  was  held  at  New  Haven»  on  May  nth, 
1897,  M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  S.  Tamb,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presiding. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  at  this  Convo- 
cation were  almost  entirely  of  local  interest  only. 

Another  of  Companion  John  H.  Barlow's  admirable 
reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence  is  supplied  with  the 
the  proceedings  before  us.  From  his  concluding  remarks 
we  take  the  following  lines  :  - 

**  We  have  once  more  finished  the  work  assigned  ns  by  our  Grand 
Chapter,  and  present  the  result  of  our  labors.  There  comes  to  us  a 
sense  of  relief  as  we  write  the  welcome  heading ''Conclusion/*  not- 
withstanding its  many  compensating  pleasures,  especially  to  those 
who  like  ourselves,  have  many  times  made  the  annual  journey,  greet- 
ing many  familiar  companions  by  the  way.  To  write  the  present 
report,  imperfect  as  it  is,  has  caused  us  to  read  from  6,000  to  8,000 
pages  of  the  several  proceedings,  and  cull  as  many  choice  gems  as 
space  would  allow;  this  we  have  endeavored  to  do  without  any 
extended  comment  of  our  own,  though  we  have  not  hesitated  to 
express  our  opinions  on  the  subjects  presented. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the  Capitular  world,  and 
there  has  been  a  fair  increase  of  members ;  and  from  our  statistical 
tables,  it  will  be  seen  that  thirty-eight  jurisdictions  report  a  gain  of 
5779  members,  while  in  only  eight  jurisdictions,  there  is  a  loss  amount- 
ing to  eighty-nine  members,  and  the  aggregate  making  a  net  gain  of 
5690  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  conclusion  of  this  report  marks  another  period  in  our  history, 
it  being  our  twentieth  ;  two  decades  have  passed  since  we  took  up  the 
reportorial  pen.  As  we  look  back,  we  find  only  four  of  our  com- 
panion reporters  who  are  older  in  the  service  than  ourselves, — Drum- 
mond,  of  Maine,  Pillans,  of  Alabama,  Schultz,  of  Maryland  and 
Singleton,  of  the  District  of  Columbia.'' 

Our  Companions  of  Connecticut  have  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy in  their  bereavement  by  the  death  of  their  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  John  Sherman  Castle. 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUHBIA— I8W. 


The  volume  before  us  contains  the  record  of  several 
special  convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  also  of 
that  of  the  31st  Annual,  which  was  held  at  Washington, 
on  Dec.  8th,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  H.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest, 
mentions  in  his  address  the  death  of  Comp.  Robert  Ball, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  upon  which  bereavement  we 
sincerely  sympathize  with  the  Companions  of  his  juris- 
diction. 

The  following  beautifully  expressed  thoughts  and 
counsel  are  extracted  from  Comp.  Smith's  address:  - 

**  The  philosophy  of  Masonry  is  moral  and  spiritual.  Its  object  is 
the  improvement  of  man  morally  and  spiritually,  and  those  who  view 
Masonry  as  merely  a  social  institution  are  like  those  who  value  a  book 
only  for  its  binding  and  not  for  its  contents.  The  entire  ritual  of 
Masonry,  its  ceremonies,  S3rmbolisms  and  teachings,  are  but  the  out* 
ward  expression,  the  body  which  enshrines  its  soul  or  spirit.  The 
plumb,  level,  square,  triangle  and  circle  are  but  visible  representa- 
tions of  the  moral  lessons  they  teach. 

In  the  several  degrees  the  duties  of  man  as  a  moral  and  spiritual 
being  are  inculcated,  having  reference  to  his  progression  in  this  and 
the  future  life.  The  entering  and  passing  are  but  preliminary  to  the 
raising,  and  man  is  only  finally  exalted  after  the  earthly  body  has 
ceased  to  be  animated  by  the  spirit. 

Let  us  then  make  it  our  business  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
principles  on  which  our  glorious  superstructure  is  founded,  and,  like 
the  miner,  the  further  we  advance,  the  richer  will  be  our  discoveries, 
and  the  treasure  constantly  opening  to  our  view  will  prove  a  full  and 
satisfactory  reward  of  all  our  labors." 

The  total  membership  reported  is  2,199,  ^^  increase  of 
eight  during  the  year. 

Bro.  Singleton,  ^ho  is  again  the  author  of  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  Report  has  very  kind  and  courteous 
references  under  "  Quebec  "  to  M.  E.  Comp,  W.  H.  Whyte 
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and  the  present  writer.  We  regret  very  much  to  learn  of 
his  recent  severe  indisposition,  and  congratulate  him  upon 
the  fact  that  the  Most  High  has  been  pleased  to  raise 
him  up  again. 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  F.  R.  Appleby,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Arvine  W.  Johnstone,     Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Florida  met  in  fifty-first  annual 
convention  in  Jacksonville  on  May  nth  and  I2th,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Jewell,  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  a  brief  but  business-like  address,  and  we  are 
glad  to  note  that  the  membership  of  constituent  chapters 
increased  during  the  year  from  584  to  629. 

Companion  Wm,  A.  McLean,  Grand  Secretary,  has  our 
congratulations  upon  his  recovery  from  very  sore  illness. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Warren  Tyler,      -      Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  A.  McLean,        -       Grand  Secretary. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  come 
to  us  in  handsome  form. 

A  very  scholarly  and  eloquent  address  is  that  delivered 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Wessolowsky,  Grand  High  Priest 
at  the  75th  Annual  Convocation  of  that  Grand  Chapter. 
He  pays  a  very  tender  and  very  beautiful  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  their  late  Companion  Wolihin,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. Their  sorrow  is  our's  too,  for  we  have  enjoyed 
pleasant  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  deceased,  whose 
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death  will  be  momed  wherever  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  are  known  and  appreciated. 

He  reported  a  gross  gain  of  313  in  the  membership  of 
constituent  Chapters  during  the  year. 

Another  very  admirable  report  of  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence is  furnished  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S.  Ramsay.  We 
give  his  opening  remarks : — 

**  After  an  interval  of  twelve  eventfnl  months  we  resnme  our  place 
at  the  reportorial  table,  and  anticipate  pleasure  and  pain  in  the  work 
we  are  about  to  undertake — ^pleasure  in  having  the  accounts  of  the 
triumphs  and  successes  of  Masonry,  and  pain  in  the  mouruful  an- 
nouncement of  the  departure  of  so  many  worthy  and  noble  Com- 
panions." 

In  coclusion,  he  says,  amongst  other  things : — 

**  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the  general  peace  and  harmony 
that  prevails  everywhere.  There  has  been  nothing  for  the  several 
committees  on  grievances  to  report. 

Capitular  Masonry  has  kept  her  banners  steadily  aloft  during  the 
year,  and  the  general  prosperity  abounding  everywhere  speaks  vol- 
umes for  the  zeal,  fidelity  and  devotion  of  the  Craft  at  large.  If 
Masonry  has  flotmshed  during  the  financial  depression  and  general 
strain  on  business  of  every  description,  that  we  have  witnessed  during 
the  year ;  if  she  completes  the  year  with  full  treasuries,  increased 
membership  and  all  of  her  institutions  flourishing,  what  will  she  not 
accomplish  when  the  pressure  is  removed  ?  Georgia  enjoys  the  proud 
distin<5tion  of  being  the  Empire  State  of  the  South,  and  we  point  with 
laudable  pride  to  the  conspicuous  place  she  enjoys  among  sister  juri&- 
di<5tions,  as  witnessed  by  the  encomiums  pronounced  on  her  in  '*  Re- 
ports of  Proceedings,**  by  Correspondents  and  Grand  Officers. 

No  new  questions  involving  a  knowledge  or  construdlion  of 
Masonic  law  have  arisen.  The  Past  Master's  degree  is  worn  thread- 
bare, but  it  is  here  to  stay  so  long  as  the  mystic  number  is  regarded 
as  essential  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

The  question  of  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives  has  been 
discussed  with  great  unfairness,  arguing  the  abuse  and  not  the  use  of 
the  system.  Two  of  the  Grand  Jurisdi^ions  have  discontinued  the 
use  of  this  system  and  have  withcalled  their|Grand  Representatives." 
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His  review  of  Quebec's  proceedings  for  1896  is  exceed- 
ingly generous.  Speaking  of  the  Grand  Z's  address  of 
that  year  he  says  : — 

"  It  is  well  timed,  thorough  and  eloquent.  He  congratulates  the 
Craft  on  their  splendid  Temple  just  completed  and  occupied  for  the 
first  time  at  this  Convocation. 

May  his  benediction  upon  the  labors  of  his  Companions  be  richly 
fulfilled,  both  as  to  the  Temple  below  and  the  Supreme  Temple  above. " 

Companion  Ramsay  has  our  gratitude  for  his  kind  re- 
ferences to  the  Correspondence  Reports  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
Whyte  and  to  the  warm  welcome  he  extends  to  the  pre- 
sent writer  upon  his  return  to  the  reportorial  guild. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Wessolowsky,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wll  LIAM  A,  Wolihin,  -   Grand  Secretary. 


ILLINOIS— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  assembled  in  its  48th 
Annual  Convocation  at  Chicago,   on  Oct.  28th  and  29th, 

1897. 

The  address  of  the  M.  E.  Comp.  Frederic  C.  Winslow, 
Grand  High  Priest,  contains  a  most  interesting  record  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  his  jurisdiction  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  from  which  we  are  glad  to  learn  of  satisfac- 
tory progress. 

There  are  186  active  Chapters  in  Illinois,  reporting  a 
total  membership  for  1897  of  16,798,  an  increase  of  120. 

Our  distinguished  Companion  Jno.  M.  Pearson,  presents 
a  report  on  Correspondence  covering  117  pages.  We 
consider  it  one  of  his  best  Quebec  has  full  and  fraternal 
notice,  and  the  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder 
is  liberally  quoted  from. 
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He  also  says :  "  We  quote  his  report  of  one  dispensa- 
tion granted,  and  freely  confess  our  ignorance  of^^Serving 
Companions*^  at  this  time,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In 
our  Chapters,  our  elected  officers  are  our  "  Serving  Com- 
panions** 

''Dispensations  have  been  granted  as  follows :  Nov.  13. 
— To  Royal  Albert  Chapter  to  make  a  serving  companion, 
without  collection  the  usual  fee." 

True,  Bro.  Pearson,  our  elected  officers  are  our  ** Serving 
Companions^  But  they  also  serve  who  only  stand  and 
wait, — without  the  portals,  and  in  such  cases  as  that 
noticed  by  our  M.  E.  Companion,  we  specially  designate 
as  "  Serving  Companion,"  Janitors  or  Tylers  who  are  paid 
for  their  services. 

From  one  paragraph  of  his  review  we  are  led  to  believe 
that  Companion  Pearson  is  a  disciple  of  dear  old  Isaak 
Walton  of  blessed  memory.     He  says :  — 

**The  report  on  correspondence  was  by  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D. 
Chambers,  and  as  usual,  bears  the  marks  of  his  skill  and  experience. 
During  his  absence  as  reviewer,  just  to  keep  up  our  acquaintance,  the 
writer  has  read  Comp.  Chambers*  article  in  *'  Harper's  ''  and  also  his 
whole  book  about  the  beautiful  fish  with  the  Indian  name,  that  Comp. 
Chambers  insists  upon  spelling  as  if  we  were  all  Frenchmen.  We  en- 
joyed both  the  book  and  the  magazine  and  welcome  him  back  to  the 
guild  with  joy.  He  also  seems  to  enjoy  his  return,  and  his  whole 
report  reads  as  if  he  was  full  of  love  to  all  the  Craft,  even  to  those  of 
the  empire  of  Texas.  He  pleads  lack  of  time,  but  his  keen  practiced 
eyesight  misses  little  of  worth  to  the  Masonic  world.  The  report 
covers  seventy  pages  and  reviews  forty-four  Grand  Bodies." 

If  Companion  Pearson  will  come  our  way,  we  will  en- 
gage him  in  as  pretty  a  fight  with  the  ouananiche  as  any 
angler  could  desire,  while  if  he  prefer  a  bout  with  a 
sportive  trout  of  two  to  seven  pounds  in  weight,  why  our 
good  friend  and  fellow  angler  the  mayor  of  his  own  beau- 
tiful city  can  tell  him  where   he  has  found  them  in  the 
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very  heart  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand   Chapter  of 
Quebec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Eugene  L.  Stoker,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  -  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  S2nd  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Indianapolis,  on  Oct.  20  and  21st,  1897. 

Eighty-eight  of  the  ninety  chatered  lodges  were  repre- 
sented at  this  convocation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  John  E.  Red- 
mond, records  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
Thomas  Pattison,  Chas.  H.  Butterfield,  Alexander  Thomas 
and  Thomas  Newby,  and  of  R.  E.  Comp.  George  S. 
Jones,  Grand  Scribe.  Our  Companions  have  our  sincere 
spmpathy  in  their  affliction. 

The  net  gain  in  membership  during  the  year  was  102, 
making  the  present  total  6,561. 

Another  very  charming  report  of  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence, occupying  107  pages,  is  furnished  by  Companion 
Thomas  B  Long. 

His  notice  of  Quebec  is  exceedingly  kind  and  fraternal, 
and  he  has  our  best  thanks  for  his  words  of  courtesy  and 
welcome.  We  have  read  his  review  with  considerable 
interest  and  agree  with  his  conclusions  throughout. 

M.  E.  Comp.  ROBT.  A.  Woods,     -      Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Smythe,   -     Grand  Secretary, 
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INDIAN  TERRITORY— i8w 

Subordinate  chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  report  a  mem- 
bership of  680. 

The  eighth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Purcell  on  Nov.  3rd  1 897. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  contains  well  executed 
portraits  of  several  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  Maxey,  the  presiding 
Grand  High  Priest  delivered  an  admirably  prepared 
address,  from  which  we  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the 
decease  of  M.  E.  Companion  Walter  V.  Evans,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Joseph  Samuel 
Murrow  presented  a  concise  and  very  readable  report  of 
Foreign  Correspondence.  He  furnishes  a  pleasant  review 
of  Quebec's  proceedings  for  1897,  and  we  are  thankful  to 
him  for  highly  complimentary  references,  the  more  so 
when  we  remember  that  it  is  indeed  high  praise  to  be 
praised  by  one  who  is  himself  so  deserving  of  praise. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  Henry  Bruce,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary, 


IOWA— 1897. 

The  44th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Iowa,  was  held  at  Spirit  Lake,  on  July  22nd,  1897, 
and  the  volume  of  proceedings  containing  the  record 
thereof,  comes  to  us  in  handsome  form,  having  for  frontis- 
piece a  well-executed  portrait  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Max 
Beehler,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Out  of  the  1 19  chartered  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction, 
104  were  represented  at  the  Convocation, 
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With  sincere  regret  we  learn  of  the  death  of  "  Father  " 
Schreiner,  who  was  for  35  consecutive  years  Grand  Guard 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa. 

The  legislation  at  this  Convocation  was  almost  entirely 
of  only  local  interest 

The  net  increase  in  membership  during  the  year  was 
106,  bringing  the   totsl  of  subordinate  Chapters  up  to 

7»3S8- 

Companion  T.  R,  Ercanbrack  submits  a  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence report  that  is  fresh  and  charming  in  manner 
and  covers  exactly  a  hundred  pages.  In  reviewing  Que- 
bec, he  says  that  M.  Ex,  Comp.  John  B.  Tresidder  con- 
fronted a  goodly  audience,  gavel  in  hand,  and  told  a  story 
of  much  interest,  "Among  the  listeners  was  Past  Grand 
Superintendent  John  McLean,  who  carries  a  parchment 
with  the  word  "  Iowa "  somewhere  on  it.  Whether  com- 
panion John  was  conscious  of  it,  we  are  not  quite  certain, 
but  the  valued  Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Grand  Scribe 
•*  E  "  made  a  note  of  it."  Companion  •*  John  "  happens 
to  be  a  particular  friend  of  the  writer,  and  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  assuring  Companion  "  Thomas  R. '  that 
Companion  '*  John"  is  both  conscious  and  proud  of  his 
connection  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  for  he  knows, 
like  the  present  writer,  how  true  are  the  words  with  which 
Companion  Ercanbrack  concludes  his  report  :— 

*  The  name  *  Iowa  *  is  everywhere  spoken  with  respect.  Every 
social  organization  having  '  Iowa '  as  a  part  of  its  name  has  made  a 
good  record.  Her  Capitular  rank  is  above  her  rank  in  population  or 
wealth.  Not  a  world  of  unfriendly  criticism  towards  Iowa  or  any  of 
her  people  can  be  found  in  the  volumes  reviewed.  But  many  words 
of  fraternal  greeting  and  deft  compliment  can  be  found,  some  of  which 
are  quoted  in  this  report.  Companions  of  Iowa,  as  you  pass  through 
our  land  you  can  safely  hail  each  Keystone-wearer  with  the  words  of 
Helen  Hunt : 
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*  Friend,  ataoj.    Farewell,  farevell ! 

Grief  unto  grief,  joy  onto  joy. 
Greeting  and  help  the  echoes  telL 
Faint,  but  eternal.  Friend,  ahoy  r 


Our  good  Companion  concludes  his  review  of  Quebec 
as  follows : — 

"  Only  two  of  the  eleren  Principal  Sojonmcrs  failed  to  deliver  his 
descriptive  lecture  on  the  scenic  beauties  of  the  Euphrates  route,  and 
fortythree  vreary  sojourners  traversed  it.  The  five  hundred  and  four- 
teen companions  who  have  done  so  are  at  least  twenty-seven  more 
than  ever  existed  before  at  the  same  time  in  the  province. 

The  balance  of  I373.73  carried  forward  for  next  year  seemed  to  be 
satisfactory.  Prom  the  ''Benevolent  Fund*'  was  contributed  I67.00 
for  the  relief  of  a  widow,  and  there  remain  I667. 14  in  the  same  blessed 
fund. 

It  was  with  unfeigned  pleasure  that  Past  Grand  Z.*.  B.  T.  D. 
Chambers  resumed  the  reviewer's  quill.  He  is  to  the  tnanof  bom. 
He  writes  a  charmingly  condensed  report,  and  the  Montreal  printer 
sets  it  off  in  fine  style. 

He  gives  two  neat  pages  to  Iowa,  only  a  quarter  of  which  is  quoted. 
And  yet  such  is  the  contrast  between  the  original  and  quoted  matter 
that  the  number  of  words  in  each  does  not  differ  widely. 

His  words  of  praise  of  the  writer  are  too  fulsome  to  be  quoted 
without  unseemly  conceit  on  his  part.  Does  Companion  Chambers 
mean  all  he  says  ? 

'  PraiM  me  not  too  much,  nor  blame  me,  for  thou  speakest  to  the  Greeks 
Who  know  me.' " 

Mean  every  word  of  it  Companion  Ercanbrack !  But 
surely  you  did  not  mean  that  question  ? 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  D.  Irvine,  .    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Alfred  Wingate.      -      Grand  Secretary. 


KANSAS— 1897. 

The  81  constituent  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  report 
a  membership  of  5,087  as  against  5,056  in  the  preceding 
year. 


KAMSAS.  23 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Kansas  convened  in  32nd  An- 
nual Convocation,  on  Feb,  isth  and  16th,  1897. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  E. 
Busser,  reported  the  decease  of  one  of  the  brightest  mem- 
bers of  Grand  Chapter,  the  late  revered  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  Owen  A.  Bassett  We  deeply  sympathize  with 
the  Companions  of  Kansas  in  their  affliction. 

We  extract  the  following  interesting  paragraphs  from 
the  Grand  High  Priest's  address:  - 

'■  We  represent  an  institution  that  has  enriched  the  thought  and 
sentiments  of  the  world  ;  that  has  smoothed  the  rough  and  rugged 
paths  of  life  for  millions ;  that  has  rifted  the  skies  above  humanity 
and  thrown  wide  open  a  door  into  a  larger  and  grander  life.  We  take 
the  candidate  from  Symbolic  Masonry,  who  has  been  raised  out  of  the 
perishable  material  into  the  imperishable  spiritual  existence,  and 
teach  him  how  to  work,  how  to  rule,  how  to  pray,  and  how  to  die.  In 
all  our  labors  for  novices  and  one  another,  we  are  aiming  at  the  con- 
struction of  character.  Masonry  is  an  illustrated  compendium  of  the 
human  heart  and  human  experience.  Masonry  has  stereotyped  the 
existence  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Masonry  has  opened 
the  Holy  Bible  on  its  altars,  and  bids  defiance  to  theological  con- 
troversy or  scientific  speculation  to  change  or  remove  it.  Masonry 
has  taken  the  discoveries  of  all  ages,  in  art,  science,  architecture, 
poetry  and  literature,  and  symbolized  them  in  character  and  manhood. 

While  it  may  be  said  that  Masonry  never  changes,  and  is  ever  the 
same,  yet  by  a  strange  law  of  assimilation,  the  very  progress  of  our 
age  has  crept  into  the  masonic  lodge,  and  our  ritual  has  been  gradually 
transformed  into  harmony  with  the  wider  sweep  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  larger  outreach  of  the  undying  soul  of  man.  We  need  not  go 
very  far  back  in  history  to  find  the  period  when  Masonry  was  forma- 
tive, when  it  was  a  system  of  hieroglyphics,  indistinct  and  indefinite, 
when  its  adherents  were  ostracized  and  persecuted,  when  its  convoca- 
tions were  unheraHed  and  doubly  guarded  ;  but  we  are  living  now  in 
a  day  when  Masonry  has  its  own  literature,  sparkling  with  gems  of 
poesy  and  thought,  its  own  system  of  jurisprudence,  bold  in  its  asser- 
tions of  justice  and  inexorable  in  its  infliction  of  penalty,  its  own 
code  of  morality,  alive  with  the  spirit  of  God  and  broad  in  its  relief 
of  suffering  and  woe,  its  own  temples  of  worship  and  liturgies  of 
service,  its  rituals,  methods,  symbols,  all  definitely  planned  to  solve 


74  KANSAS. 

the  problem  of  onr  destiny,  and  add  oofonal  graces  to  human  char- 
acter. 

His  whole  address  was  an  exceedingly  eloquent  effort, 
and  did  space  permit  we  should  quote  from  it  very  much 
more  extensively.  We  must  make  room  however  for  the 
following  from  the  introductory  remarks  of  Companion 
Jacob  DeWitt,  the  author  of  the  very  excellent  Foreign 
Correspondence  report.     He  says :  — 

'*  We  doff  onr  sombrero  and  make  onr  best  bow  to  the  Royal  Craft 
with  this,  onr  third  report.  We  trust  onr  companions  of  the  Gnild 
will  find  somewhat  to  commend  in  the  thoughts  therein  contained. 
For  their  generous  treatment  thus  far  we  acknowledge  ourselves  greatly 
indebted.    But  a  word  before  beginning. 

When  we  started  in  onr  first  attempt  we  doubted  our  own  ability, 
coming,  as  it  did,  from  no  more  experience  than  could  be  gained  by  a 
reader  of  the  law,  although,  we  trust,  a  careful  student ;  and  long  before 
our  task  was  completed  we  realized  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  the 
burden  of  the  responsibility. 

Encouraged,  however,  by  kindly  reception,  we  have  ventured  into 
the  arena,  very  modestly  we  hope,  but  sufiiciently  to  find  onr  opinions 
antagonized  by  some  of  our  ablest  and  most  learned  veterans,  very 
kindly  it  is  true,  but  antagonized  none  the  less. 

For  example,  perhaps  we  were  too  rash  in  stating,  inter  alt  our  idea 
npon  the  disability  question,  and  yet,  we  think  that  in  practice  we 
would  not  be  far  from  our  esteemed  brother  of  Indiana ;  but  the  perfect 
youth  theory,  we  think,  admits  of  and  demands  some  modification. 
For  instance,  many  will  recall  the  late  Benjamin  H.  BrbwsthRi  whose 
face  was  so  horribly  disfigured  as  to  render  even  his  presence  objec- 
tionable. He  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  his  time  ;  as  a  lawyer,  as  a 
writer,  in  conversation,  he  greatly  excelled  and  yet  judged  by  the 
physical  perfection  standard,  he  would  have  been  rejected.  Other  in- 
stances and  examples  might  be  cited.  We  hold  that  we  would  not 
greatly  err  in  judging  each  piece  of  material  by  itself,  and  accepting  or 
rejecting  according  as  its  merits  might  demand.  Sufiident  we  think  it 
if  the  candidate  can  conform  to  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the 
degrees,  provided  he  meets  the  mental  and  moral  tests. 

We  have  endeavored,  and  shall  do  so,  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith 
that  is  in  us.  We  know  that  we  are  young  at  the  business ;  our  experi. 
ence  as  above  stated  has  been  brief;  but  we  do  claim  to  possess  the 
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willing  mind  to  learn,  and  we  expect  to  continue  to  learn  from  the 
Gaicaxisi^  who  sit  around  the  table.  We  appreciate  moat  sincerely 
the  criticisms  equally  with  the  commendations  with  which  our  corre- 
spondent companions  have  honored  us." 

As  a  somewhat  old  member  of  the  Guild,  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  to  Companion  DeWitt  that  he  at  least 
has  little  to  apprehend  from  criticism  of  his  work.  Some 
will  undoubtedly  oppose  his  view  of  physical  qualification. 
As  he  views  the  matter  precisely  as  we  do  we  naturally 
believe  him  perfectly  sound  on  the  subject. 

He  is  very  courteous  in  his  review  of  Quebec's  proceed- 
ings for  1896,  and  quotes  extensively  from  our  address  as 
Grand  Z  and  from  our  good  Companion  Whyte's  report 
of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  E.  Monell,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  DeWitt,    -     -      Grand  Secretary. 


KENTUCKY— 1897. 

A  grand  total  of  3001  makes  up  the  membership  of  the 
69  Chapters  owing  obedience  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kentucky. 

We  have  before  us  the  record  of  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  at  its  80th  Annual  Convocation,  held  at 
Louisville,  October  19th  and  20th,  1897.  The  volume  is 
graced  with  a  fine  portrait  of  M.  E.  Companion  Henry 
Ranshaw,  the  presiding  Grand  High  Priest.  He  delivered 
a  most  useful  and  interesting  address  and  his  warnings  in 
regard  to  the  constant  tendency  to  rush  candidates 
through  further  degrees  before  they  have  thoroughly 
mastered  the  teachings  of  those  but  recently  eonferred  are 
well  timed  and  demand  careful  attention. 
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LOUISIANA— 1897- 

The  50th  Annual  Grand  Convention  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Louisiana  was  held  at  New  Orleans,  on  Feb- 
ruary 9th  and  loth,  1897. 

A  carefully  prepared  address  to  Grand  Chapter  was 
delivered  by  Grand  High  Priest  R.  H.  Cage,  in  which  we 
find  the  following  very  admirable  invitation  to  a  practical 
exemplification  of  the  teachings  and  truths  of  Capitular 
Masonry:— 

"Masonry,  we  are  taught,  is  a  progressive  science;  therefore,  it 
behooves  ns,  as  Masons,  to  keep  ourselves  in  touch  with  the  advanc- 
ing civilization,  and  •  with  fervency  and  zeal  *  apply  to  our  every-day 
walk  in  life  those  grand  principles  of  Truth  and  Justice  which  we  are 
so  solemnly  taught  are  the  foundation  stones  of  Capitular  Masonry. 
As  our  ancient  Companions  in  the  discharge  of  their  sacred  duties 
faithfully  labored  'without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward,'  brought  to 
light  treasures  of  inestimable  value,  so  it  becomes  our  bounden  duty  as 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  imbued  with  the  same  holy  aspirations,  to  earn- 
estly work  for  the  betterment  and  uplifting  of  Humanity,  carrying 
out  to  its  fullest  the  great  doctrine  which  we  profess,  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man.'* 

From  the  statistical  tables,  we  find  that  the  19  chart- 
ered Chapters,  all  made  returns,  showing  a  totat  member- 
ship of  1,014. 

The  Rev,  Companion  Herman  Cope  Duncan,  P.  G.  H. 
P.,  is  the  author  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
and  we  can  fully  appreciate  the  difficulty  which  he  must 
have  experienced  in  compressing  so  much  into  twenty 
pages  of  space. 

Noticing  Quebec's  (1896)  proceedings,  he  says  that  the 
decisions  reported  were  good  law,  Masonic  as  well  as  civil. 

M.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Cage,     -        -      Grand  High  Priest 
M.  E.  Comp.  Richard  Lambert,     -    Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE— 1897- 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine  met  at  Portland,  in  72nd 
Annual  Convocation,  on  May  4th  and  sth,  1897. 

Very  admirably  executed  portraits  of  Companions 
Horace  H.  Burbank  and  Henry  S.  Webster  appear  in  the 
volume  of  proceedings.  M.  E.  Comp.  Webster  was  Grand 
High  Priest  at  the  time  of  the  Annual  Convocation,  and 
presided  over  the  representatives,  in  Grand  Chapter,  of 
51  chartered  Chapters,  and  19  permanent  members. 
Thus  eloquently  did  he  preface  his  report  to  Grand 
Chapter  of  his  official  acts  during  his  year  of  office  : — 

"  Years  are  the  gift  of  God  ;  and  as  like  flawless  pearls  they  drop 
one  by  one  from  His  hand,  we  may  cast  them  tarnished  and  broken 
at  our  feet,  or  may  string  them  into  shining  circlets,  harbingers  and 
symbols  of  a  bright  eternity.  Let  us,  therefore,  come  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  great  I  AM  with  devout  thankfulness  that  he  has  per- 
mitted us  to  add  another  jewel  to  the  diadem  of  our  lives  ;  and  if,  in 
the  past,  we  have  slighted  or  misused  the  gifts  of  His  benevolence, 
let  us  remember  that  our  expiation  lies  not  in  vain  regrets  and  un- 
availing tears,  but  in  a  resolute  endeavor  to  make  bygone  errors  the 
means  of  our  uplifting  to  a  higher  and  holier  plane  of  living.  Nothing 
can  be  more  enobling  than  the  lessons  of  Freemasonry,  nothing 
sounder  than  its  precepts,  nothing  loftier  than  its  aspirations;  but 
these  will  become  effectual,  not  as  we  pronounce  and  promulgate,  but 
as  we  exemplify  and  live  them.  To  the  righteous  the  voice  of  God 
still  speaks  as  to  His  servants  of  old,  on  the  altar  of  a  pure  heart  His 
sacred  fire  still  descends  and  burns.  May  the  light  of  His  countenance 
rest  upon  us,  and  may  His  blessing  crown  our  labors.*' 

The  net  increase  in  membership  during  the  year  was 
reported  by  constituent  Chapters  at  127,  making  the 
present  membership  6,024. 

That  nestor  of  the  reportorial  guild,  M.  E.  Comp.  Josiah 
H.  Drummond  supplies  a  report  of  Correspondence  oc- 
cupying over    130   pages,  not  one  of  which  is  dull  or 
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uninteresting.     From  his  conclusion  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing:— 

**  The  result  of  the  yearns  work  is  much  more  favorable  than  we 
dared  expect  a  year  ago.  It  was  feared  that  there  would  be  a  falling 
off  in  the  work  done  and  probably  a  decrease  in  the  total  membership. 
But  while  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  some  Grand  Jurisdictions, 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  others,  sufficient  to  increase  the  total  by 
over  10,000,  or  more  than  five  per  cent. :  the  decrease  in  exaltations 
has  been  but  little  over  one  per  cent.  :  and  while  suspennons  and 
diniissions  have  increased  and  restorations  and  admissions  slightly 
decreased,  the  loss  by  these  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year  by  only 
a  little  over  1,000.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  abundant  reason  for 
congratulation." 

In  Companion  Drummond's  pleasant  review  of  Quebec's 
proceedings  for  1897,  there  are  a  number  of  quotations 
from  the  address  of  M.  E.  Comp.  John  B.  Tresidder.  He 
also  copies  the  introduction  of  the  Report  on  Correspon- 
dence, and  referring  to  the  writer  thereof,  says  that  he 
does  so  "  because  we  can  fully  appreciate  his  feelings,  and 
moreover,  we  desire  to  congratulate  the  Capitular  craft 
everywhere,  and  in  Quebec  in  particular,  upon  the  wise 
action  of  the  'Grand  Z's'  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
last  ten  years."   Many  thanks,  Companion  Drummond. 

M.  E,  Comp.  Albro  E.  Chase,      -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Stephen  Berry,    -     -     Grand  Secretary. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 1897. 

The  volume  of  Massachusetts*  proceedings  is  beauti- 
fully printed,  and  the  employment  of  such  excellent  paper, 
type  and  press  work  contributes  not  a  little  to  the 
pleasure  of  perusing  it. 

The  99th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Massachusetts  was  held  in  Boston,  on  Dec.  7th,  1897. 


MICHIGAN.  31 

After  the  exemplification  of  the  work  in  the  different 
degrees,  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Seranus 
Bowen,  delivered  his  annual  address,  an  interesting  do- 
cuments covering  the  record  of  his  term  of  office. 

A  very  readable  report  on  Correspondence  was  also 
submitted  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  in  which  Quebec's 
proceedings  for  1897,  are  pleasantly  reviewed. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Seranus  Bowen,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Albert  Blake,  -     -     Grand  Secretary. 


MICHIQAN— 1897. 

The  48th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Michigan  was  held  at  Saginaw,  on  the  19th  day  of 
January,  1897.  M.  E.  Comp.  Lou  B.  Winsor,  whose  por- 
trait appears  in  the  proceedings,  was  the  presiding  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  delivered  a  lengthy  address  in  which  he 
reported  a  very  large  number  of  oflficial  decisions. 

The  legislation  at  this  convocation  was  almost  wholly 
of  local  importance  only. 

There  is  a  very  admirable  report  of  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence from  the  pen  of  Companion  Jefferson  S.  Con- 
over,  Grand  Secretary.  This  is  how  he  commences  his 
review  of  Alabama  : — 

*'  We  have  had  a  special  liking  for  that  word  ever  since  we  learned 
its  English  meaning,  A-la-ba-ma  —  Here  we  test  —  Rest  is  a  fine 
thing  in  proper  doses,  but  like  some  other  things,  an  over-dose  has  an 
injurious  effect. 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  that  Grand  Chapter  must  be  taking  a  big 
dose  of  his  own  state,  else  *  why  is  things  as  they  be  ?*  HERE  WE 
REST ! !  ! 

How  tired  that  Grand  Secretary  must  have  been  if  he  is  still  test- 
ing. This  thought  arises  in  our  mind  from  the  fact  that  the  Grand 
Secretary  in  Michigan  has  not  received  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 


32  MINNESOTA. 

the  Grand  Chapter  of  Alabama  since  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
that  office  four  years  ago.  Letters  have  failed  to  bring  these  proceed- 
ings, therefore  we  can  only  conclude  that  the  name  of  the  state  is  too 
overpowering,  and  with  these  remarks,  HERE  WE  REST." 

But  Companion  Conover  could  not  have  rested  very 
long,  for  from  Alabama  to  his  Conclusion,  his  report  is 
one  of  the  best  and  most  elaborate  that  have  come  under 
our  notice. 

He  has  our  thanks  for  very  generous  notice  of  Quebec's 
( 1 896)  proceedings,  which  includes  a  number  of  extracts 
from  our  address  of  that  year  as  Grand  "  Z  "  and  from 
M.  E.  Comp.  Whyte's  Foreign  Correspondence  Report, 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charlie  Gay,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jefferson  S.  Conover,    Grand  Secretary. 


MINNESOTA— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  met  at  St.  Paul,  in  its 
36th  Annual  Convocation,  on  November  9th,  1 897,  at 
which  5 1  out  of  58  subordinate  Chapters  were  represented. 

The  Companion  who  had  been  elected  at  the  preceed- 
ing  Annual  Convocation  to  preside  over  the  Grand 
Chapter  had  unfortunately  placed  himself  in  such  a  posi- 
tion that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  retire  from  office. 
Deputy  High  Priest,  Oscar  L.  Cutter,  presided  as  acting 
High  Priest. 

The  total  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  4776, 
a  gain  of  19  during  the  year. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Thos.  Montgomery,  presented 
an  interesting  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

In  his  *'  conclusion  "  we  find  the  following  : 

"  We  might  say  in  a  general  way,  that  there  is  a  sameness  to  nearly 
all  the  proceedings,  and  necessarily  so,  as  the  usual  routine  business 


MISSISSIPPI.  33 

is  about  the  same  iu  all  jurisdictions.  Many  proceedings  are  embel- 
lished with  portraits  of  Grand  High  Priests — some  expensive  steel 
engravings,  others  phototypes,  like  ours,  while  the  majority  have  only 
half-tone  pictures,  which,  while  being  comparatively  cheap,  are  often 
very  good  likenesses.  The  addresses  vary  in  length  from  two  or  three 
pages  to  forty ;  some  are  chiefly  confined  to  a  naked  recital  of  official 
duties  performed,  others  are  filled  with  moral  and  religious  reflections, 
and  seek  to  elucidate  and  inculcate  the  loftiest  masonic  principles. 
All  Grtmd  High  Priests  in  some  way  at  opening  refer  to  the  swift  pas- 
sage of  another  year  and  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  their  companions; 
then  they  generally  stop  to  drop  a  silent  tear  over  loved  and  honored 
companions  of  their  own  and  other  jurisdictions,  who  have  fallen  by 
the  way,  and  sometimes  incorporate  memorial  circulars  issued  in  their 
honor." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Oscar  U  Cutter,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery,      Grand  Secretary, 


MISSISSIPPI— 1897. 

The  total   membership  of  Chapters   in   Mississippi  is 

1,415- 

The  Grand  Chapter  met  at  Biloxi,  in  its  49th  Annual 
Convocation,  on  February  loth  and  nth,  1 897, 

Grand  High  Priest,  James  T.  Harrison,  presided,  and 
his  portrait  appears  in  the  proceedings. 

No  decisions  were  reported  and  the  business  transacted 
dt  the  Convocation  was  of  local  importance  only. 

Companion  P.  M.  Savery,  Past  Grand  High  Priest, 
furnishes  a  specially  attractive  report  on  Correspondence, 
in  which  Quebec  is  liberally  quoted  from. 

The  following  from  his  Introduction  is  too  good  to  be 

passed  over: — 

*'  Companions,  read  this  report ;  it  will  not  require  much  time — no 
more  than  can  conscientiously  be  taken  from  either  of  the  Masonic 
eight-hour  allotments.  The  extracts  given  contain  valuable  in  forma 
tion.  If  you  omit  anything  let  it  be  the  brief  opinions  of  the  Reporter. 
Please  note  amount  in  the  several  Grand  Treasuries ;  almost  every 
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Grand  Chapter  except  Mississippi,  has  a  nice  reserve.  Tme,  it  has 
been  the  otstom  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Missiasipi,  for  many  years, 
to  expend  yearly  all  surplus  in  Treasury  for  '  blessed  charity,'  ^nd  we 
need  not  be  ashamed  of  our  use  of  Masonic  shekels  for  charity.  Yon 
will  doubtless  be  grieved  when  you  contemplate  the  unusual  number 
of  deaths  from  such  a  stnall^  yet  seled,  band  as  our  Grand  Representa- 
tives near  other  Grand  Chapters.  Of  course  they  are  dead,  (?)  for  they 
seldom  respond  to  roll  call  at  the  Annual  Convocations,  even  though 
a  sumptuous  banquet  be  given  to  entice  them.  If  you  examine  closely, 
you  will  find  some  novel  changes  going  on  among  the  Capitular  Fra- 
ternity— prominent  being  the  action  of  one  Grand  Chapter  in  changing 
its  constitution,  so  that  hereafter,  a  four-fifths  vote  will  elect  a  can- 
didate to  Chapter  degrees.  If  you  are  interested  in  the  existence  and 
perpetuity  of  the  degree  of  Past  Master,  you  will  learn  that  it  has 
been  eliminated  from  the  curriculum  of  one  or  more  Grand  Chapters, 
and  buried  in  a  grave  without  a  stone  to  mark  its  resting  place.  And 
some  of  the  Grand  Chapters  have  declared  that  there  shall  be  no  more 
funeral  ceremonies  observed  for  Grand  Representatives,  consequently, 
their  names  have  been  stricken  from  the  official  roll  of  such  Grand 
Bodies.  Some  pages  may  be  damp  from  the  many  tears  of  the  Guild, 
shed  over  Companions  legally  and  lawfully  suspended  for  N.  P.  D., 
but  as  often  as  they  consider  the  *  Bee-Hive '  on  the  Master's  chart, 
they  should  be  forcibly  reminded  that  one  great  signification  of  that 
emblem  is  *  kill  the  drones ! !  I '  As  you  read  you  will  observe  that 
'  Ritual '  is  the  name  of  a  beast  larger  than  Jumbo,  and  subject  to  as 
many  changes  as  the  chameleon.  All  efforts  to  domesticate  the  beast 
have  thus  far  failed,  and  even  the  power  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
availeth  not  to  confine  it  upon  the  Reservation. 

Great  discoveries  are  being  made  in  the  Capitular  world,  of  which, 
unless  you  read,  it  is  not  probable  you  will  ever  know.  One  of  the 
Guild,  in  a  recent  address,  has  announced  a  historical,  or  rather, 
traditional  account  of  the  original  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  being  offered 
for  an  expose  of  Masonry,  but  that  was  before  cipher  rituals  were  as 
plentiful  as  now. 

All  through  the  report  submitted  can  be  found  words  of  wisdom 
from  Masonic  sages,  choice  extracts  of  oratory  from  companions  pro- 
minent among  their  fellows,  wit  and  some  slices  of  sarcasm  from  the 
Guild,  logic  from  the  many  jurists ;  in  fact,  a  Report  on  Correspon- 
dence is  an  encyclopoedia  of  Masonry  without  an  index.  If  it  were 
indexed  it  would  be  much  less  read  than  now." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  P.  Jinkins,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  L.  Power,       -        -        Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSOURI— 1897- 

The  51st  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Missouri  was  held  at  St.  Louis,  on  April  22nd,  1897. 

The  portrait  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Isaac  M.  Abra- 
ham, who  presided,  is  given  in  the  volume  of  proceedings. 
His  address  is  pleasant  reading  but  refers  ouly  to  matters 
of  local  importance. 

The  total  membership  of  constituent  Chapters  is  6,655. 

Companion  W,  H.  Mayo  submits  an  admirable  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  covering  no  less  than  130 
pages.  He  is  very  generous  in  his  appreciation  of  Que- 
bec's 1896  report,  and  quotes  quite  extensively  and  ap- 
provingly from  the  Grand  "  Z"  's  address  of  that  year  and 
from  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte's  Foreign  Correspondence 
report. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  F.  Kulm,        -         Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  H.  Mayo,    -      -        Grand  Secretary. 


MONTANA— 1897. 

M.  E.  Companion  Richard  H.  Wearing,  whose  portrait 
appears  in  the  proceedings  before  us  was  the  presiding 
Grand  High  Priest  at  the  Eighth  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Montana,  held  at  Helena,  on  Sept. 
14th,  1897,  and  presented  a  brief  but  business-like  address, 
recording  his  official  acts  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  14  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  report  a  total  mem- 
bership of  757,  or  a  net  gain  of  34. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  from  the  pen 
of  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges,  whose  brief  but  com- 
plimentary reference  to  Quebec  is  so  interesting  that  we 
reproduce  it  all  as  follows : — 
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**  A  handsome  volume  of  well-printed  Proceedings  in  scarlet  cover 
and  border,  fresh  at  hand,  contains  the  transactions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  at  its  Twentieth  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the 
Montreal  Temple,  January  26th,  of  the  present  year.  Companion  J.  B. 
Tressider  was  M.  E.  Grand  Z  and  Companion  Will.  H.  Whyte  Grand 
Scribe  E.  Ten  Chapters  were  represented  and  with  the  present  and 
permanent  members  made  a  good  showing  of  the  Royal  Craft  Our 
Companions  in  Quebec  are  surrounded  with  hostile  elements  of  which 
we  know  little  or  nothing,  and  few,  if  any,  of  our  Companions  are 
aware  of  the  anti-Masonic  conclave  at  Trent,  and  concern  themselves 
of  the  estimate  of  our  institution  held  at  the  Vatican.  Papal  bulls  are 
harmless  on  our  ranges.  We  appeal  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions  and  consecrate  our  energies  and 
substance  to  the  relief  of  distress  and  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good 
will  among  men  of  all  nations.  Peace  and  moderate  prosperity  prev- 
ail in  the  Province,  and  the  membership  shows  some  slight  increase, 
the  present  membership  being  514  in  eleven  chapters.  The  Grand 
Officers  are  a  choice  lot  of  spirits  and  infuse  their  spirit  into  the  entire 
body  of  the  craft. 

Companion  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  after  two  terms  as  grand  Z  is  back 
again  in  his  old  position  at  the  round-table,  and  we  extend  our  hearty 
greetings.  The  duties  of  the  reviewer  are  often  tiresome,  but  they 
have  their  compensations  in  the  formation  of  friendships  and  in  agree- 
able companionship  of  wich  we  do  not  often  become  conscious  till  an 
interruption  occurs.  Though  brief  and  written  under  limitations  of 
*  time  and  thought '  as  the  writer  says,  it  is  in  good  taste  and  spirit. 
Under  Textas  he  is  called  on  to  defend  an  utterance  in  his  address  to 
which  some  exception  was  taken.  We  understood  the  remark  but 
took  no  exception,  for  there  is  truth  in  it,  if  not  creditable  or  palat- 
able. We  have  public  men.  we  are  sorry  to  say,  who  *  talk  to  the 
galleries,  *  as  we  term  it,  but  the  great  heart  of  our  people  is  strong 
for  peace  and  Anglo-Saxon  consolidation,  and  if  the  British  Empire 
were  ever  in  peril  the  world  would  be  reminded  that  '  blood  was 
thicker  than  water '  and  that  the  strongest  ties  were  never  sundered. 
To  the  ties  of  a  common  language,  law,  religion,  and  literature,  may 
be  added  a  common  destiny." 

And  we  would  fain  add  —  "  common  sense.'*  Com- 
panion Hedges  has  our  thanks  for  his  kinds  words,  and 
we  beg  to  assure  him  not  only  of  the  fraternal  esteem  in 
which  he  and  the  entire  Craft  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
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are  held  by  their  Canadian  Brethren,  but  also  of  the  bond 
of  neighborly  union  which  it  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
Canadians  of  all  classes  to  maintain  and  strengthen  with 
their  good  cousins  of  the  adjoining  republic. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  Vickers.  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Cornelius  Hedges,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEBRASKA— 1896-1897- 

The  volumes  of  Nebraska's  proceedings  for  both  1896 
and  1897,  are  before  us,  and  very  attractive  they  are  in 
both  their  get  up  and  their  contents.  The  elegant  wide 
mai^ins  to  the  pages  are  a  perfect  delight  to  the  lover  of 
fine  books. 

Chas.  J.  Phelps  was  the  presiding  High  Priest  at  the 
1896  Convocation,  and  Charles  C.  Rittenhouse  at  that  of 
1897,  and  their  portraits  accompany  the  proceedings. 

The  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  in  1897  was 

2,967. 

Companion  W.  R.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary,  supplied 
the  Foreign  Correspondence  report  for  1896  in  capital 
style,  while  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  J.  Phelps  presided  as 
Grand  High  Priest  In  1897,  Comp.  Phelps  resumed  his 
place  as  Correspondent,  where  he  is  heartily  welcomed 
by  his  former  associates.  His  report  is  an  able  and 
exhaustive  one,  and  affords  an  excellent  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Bodies  during  the  year 
preceding.  Quebec  is  fraternally  noticed  and  the  Intro- 
duction of  our  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  is  quoted. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Robert  H.  Henry,   -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  R.  Bowen,     -    Grand  Secretary. 
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NEVADA— 1897. 

The  24th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Nevada,  was  held  at  Elko,  on  June  7th  and  8th,  1897, 
M.  Ex.  Comp,  J.  S.  Burlingame,  Grand  High  Priest 
presiding. 

The  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is  287. 

Referring  to  this  subject  the  Grand  High  Priest  says  :  — 

*!  The  returns  from  the  Subordinate  Chapters  show  no  increase  in 
membership.  It  is  gratifying  however,  to  know  that  they  show  no 
diminution,  as  the  gains  by  exaltations,  admissions  and  re-instatements 
equal  the  losses. 

It  is  true  that  in  point  of  numbers  our  jurisdiction  is  a  small  one, 
and  is  is  also  true  that  it  must  so  remain  until  the  resources  of  our 
State  shall  become  better  known  and  appreciated. 

The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  State,  abounding  as  it  does 
in  evety  known  mineral,  with  a  climate  unsurpassed  by  any  place  on 
earth,  with  its  many  localities  adapted  to  agriculture  and  grazing,  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  capitalist,  the  miner,  the  farmer  and  the 
searcher  for  a  health  giving  climate,  thus  insuring  such  an  increase  in 
population  as  will  enable  Nevada  to  assume  a  prominent  place  in  the 
sisterhood  of  states,  and  this  jurisdiction  to  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  other  localities.'' 

A  brief  but  readable  report  of  Correspondence  was 
prepared  by  Companion  A.  I).  Bird. 

M.  R  Comp.  Matthew  Kyle.      -     Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Chauncey  N.  Noteware,  Grand  Secretary, 


NEW  BRUNSWICK— 1896. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  V.  Ellis  presided  at  the  Ninth 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Brunswick,  which  was  held  at  St.  John,  on  the  26th 
August,  1896. 

The  proceedings  were  only  of  local  importance  and  a 
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net  gain  of  three   in   the   membership   of  Subordinate 
Chapters  was  reported. 

M.  E.  Comp,  John  V.  Ellis,      -        Grand  High  Priest 
R,  E.  Comp.  Freeman  W.  Wisdom,  -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 1897- 

The  78th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Hampshire  was  held  at  Concord,  on  May  i8th,  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  F.  Knight,  who  presided,  deliv- 
ered an  interesting  address  recording  his  official  actions, 
and  made  sympathetic  reference  to  the  fraternal  dead  of 
the  year. 

The  net  increase  in  membership  during  the  year  under 
review  was  1 34,  making  a  total  of  3,469. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  Foreign  Correspondence 
reports  of  the  year  is  that  furnished  to  this  Grand  Chapter 
by  Companion  A.  S.  Wait  We  congratulate  him  upon 
his  success  and  thank  him  for  his  very  fraternal  review  of 
Quebec's  volumes  of  proceedings  for  1896  and  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  H.  Steele,      -      Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  P.  Cleaves,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY— 1897. 

The  41st  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
New  Jersey  was  held  at  Trenton,  on  May  12th,  1897. 

Quebec  was  represented  by  Comp.  Geo.  B.  Edwards, 
Grand  Secretary. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  G.  Wagoner,  Grand  High  Priest, 
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delivered  an  interesting  address,  from  which  we  take  the 
following:— 

'*  An  institntioii  nch  as  this  should  enlist  onr  earnest  and  untir- 
ing support  and  devotion.  Having  for  its  aim  the  elevation  of  hu- 
manity, to  cause  men  to  be  nobler,  better,  more  manly,  more  perfect 
in  the  image  of  his  Divine  Creator,  it  should  create  in  us  feelings  of 
consecration  to  all  its  work.  When  we  remember  that  it  it  founded 
upon  that  Great  Light  of  Masonry,  the  Holy  Bible ;  that  it  requites 
of  and  impresses  upon  the  novitiate  a  belief  in  God,  to  whom  we  are 
accountable  for  all  our  deeds ;  that  we  are  taught  to  implore  His  aid 
in  all  laudable  undertakings  and  are  admonished  not  to  speak  His 
name  except  with  that  reverence  due  from  the  creature  to  the  Creator ; 
that  it  impresses  upon  us  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  well  as  by 
the  inspired  Word,  a  belief  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  the  re- 
surrection of  the  body.  Who  can  assume  any  of  its  obligations  with- 
out feeling  the  solemn  importance  devolving  upon  him?  An  institu- 
tion of  this  character  must  be  of  more  than  human  origin.  It  has 
withstood  the  opposition  and  persecution  of  ages,  and  stands  to-day 
unsullied  with  thousands  upon  thousands  who  are  proud  to  wear 
'  Holiness  to  the  I/>rd '  on  their  forefront. '' 

The  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is  3,304. 

Companion  George  B.  Edwards  presents  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  Report,  and  reviews  Quebec's  proceed- 
ings for  both  1896  and  1897  at  considerable  length.  He 
does  us  a  little  wrong  perhaps  by  talking  of  our  "  pro- 
vincial loyalty."  Never  knew  we  were  possessed  of  such 
an  article,  Companion  Edwards !  Our's  is  the  loyalty,  of 
course,  to  the  Craft,  to  the  family,  to  the  community  in 
which  we  dwell,  and  to  the  great  Dominion  of  which  we 
are  a  citizen.  But  the  loyalty  to  which  he  referred,  and 
apparently  did  not  admire,  because  it  resents  affronts  to 
an  Empire  to  which  he  has  not  the  honor  to  belong,  has 
nothing  provincial  about  it,  but  is  co-extensive  with  the 
greatest  empire  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  upon  whose 
possessions  the  sun  never  sets.  And  though  we  deem  it 
a  duty  to  protest  against  such  uncalled  for  attacks,  we 
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want  to  assure  Companion  Edwards  that  we  have  nothing 
but  the  highest  regard  and  esteem  for  our  peace-loving 
Brethren  and  neighbors  of  the  adjoining  Republic. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Anthony  Schoder,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  B.  Edwards,    -  Grand  Secretary, 


New  5outh  Wales— 1897. 

We  have  the  reports  of  the  Semi-Annual  Convocations 
of  this  Grand  Chapter,  held  on  22nd  February  and  31st 
August  1897,  under  the  rule  of  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  F.  H. 
Mackenzie,  Grand  First  Principal  Z. 

The  number  of  Chapters  on  the  roll  is  13,  and  the 
number  of  certificates  issued  during  the  past  year  451. 

We '  find  no  further  statistics  of  membership  and  the 
legislation  at  this  Convocation  was  only  of  local  impor- 
tance. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Harry  Passmore,        -        -    Grand  "  Z." 
R.  E  Comp.  A.  J.  Burbidge,        -      Grand  Scribe  "E.'» 


NEW  YORK— 1897- 

The  massive  volume  which  contains  the  report  of  the 
doings  of  the  apitular  Craft  in  New  York  for  the  year 
preceding  the  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  February, 
1897,  consists  of  considerably  more  than  500  pages.  It 
also  contains  a  number  of  very  artistically  prepared  steel 
plate  engravings,  including  the  portraits  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
Geo.  E.  W.  Stivers,  who  presided  at  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation and  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,  Grand 
Secretary. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  his  address,  makes  sym- 
pathetic reference  to  the  dead  of  his  own  and  other  juris- 
dictions, and  reported  56  official  visits  made  by  him.  O^ 
the  value  of  such  visits  he  well  says :  — 

"Official  visits  create  a  better  feeling,  a  closer  interest  and  a  clearer 
understanding  of  our  Ritual  and  degrees.  They  make  better  Masons 
of  us  all,  more  interested  officers  and  members.  The  beauties  of  our 
system,  the  grandeur  and  deep  import  of  the  lessons  taught,  are  better 
understood.  I  could  write  pages  of  our  experiences,  and  I  know  that 
these  visits  have  developed  and  brought  out  talent  and  effort  that 
were  dormant ;  and  that  they  inspired  earnestness  and  impressiveness 
in  the  work,  and  suggested  the  avoidance  of  carelessness  and  frivolity 
in  its  delineation." 

There  were  no  less  than  1,3 5 5  exaltations  during  the 
year  by  subordinate  Chapters  giving  a  net  increase  of 
482.     The  total  membership  is  19,898. 

Turn  we  now  to  the  magnificent  Report  of  Foreign 
Correspondence,  covering  248  pages,  which  is  the  work 
of  our  excellent  Companion  Gardner.  As  of  yore  he 
gleans  judiciously  from  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Bodies  and  does  not  by  any  means  spare  time  or  trouble 
in  the  expression  of  personal  opinion. 

He  is  very,  very  generous  in  his  notice  of  Quebec's  pro- 
ceedings for  1896,  quoting  quite  extensively  from  the 
address,  as  Grand  Z  of  that  year,  of  the  present  writer, 
and  from  the  reports,  both  as  Grand  Scribe  E  and  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
of  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte. 

He  concludes  his  report  as  follows  :  — 

**  Companions,  we  have  spread  our  table  and  furnished  it  with  the 
choicest  of  food,  not  for  the  stomach,  but  for  the  brain,  and  ask  you 
to  partake  thereof  bountifully.  To  the  literary  epicure,  a  banquet  is 
here  furnished,  in  which  he  can  indulge  to  a  surfeit.  It  is  no  Barme- 
cidian  feast  of  imaginary  viands,  but  a  banquet  fit  for  a  literary 
I^ucullus,  the  product  of  cultivated  minds,  and  the  outcome  of  years 
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of  laborious  study  and  wearisome  toil.  '  Read,  mark,  learn  and  in- 
wardly digest  it,  *  and  it  will  aid  you  in  your  search  for  further  light 
in  Masonry,  and  enable  you  to  spend  many  an  hour  profitably  in  that 
which  may  not  possibly  '  put  money  into  thy  purse/  but  will  put 
knowledge  into  thy  brain." 

M,  E,  Comp.  John  Webb.  Jr.  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Cox,  -    Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA— 1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Tiddell  ruled  Grand  Chapter  at 
the  49th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
North  Carolina,  which  was  held  on  May  nth  and  12th, 
1897,  at  Wilmington. 

Companion  Tiddell's  address  was  a  most  interesting 
document,  but  we  are  surprised  at  the  nature  of  one  of  his 
recommendations  and  would  have  been  still  more  so  if  it 
had  been  adopted  by  Grand  Chapter,  which,  however,  it 
was  not.  We  refer  to  a  proposal  that  the  Constitution 
of  Grand  Chapter  should  be  so  amended  that  office  could 
be  hdld  at  the  same  time  by  the  same  Companion  in  both 
Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters.  Companion  Tiddell 
thought  it  strange  that  when  elected  Grand  High  Priest, 
he  should  have  had  to  resign  the  principal  chair  in  his 
own  Chapter.  But  let  us  suppose  the  possibility  of  a  case 
in  which  some  good  man  had  gone  wrong,  as  some  other- 
wise good  men  do  at  times.  If  this  otherwise  good  man, 
besides  being  High  Priest  of  his  Chapter  were  also  to  be 
Grand  High  Priest,  would  it  not  be  an  unusually  severe 
shock  for  the  latter  to  receive  and  to  have  to  act  upon  a 
possible  complaint  fyled  with  him  as  Grand  High  Priest 
and  against  him  as  High  Priest  ?  There  ought  to  be 
enough  good  Masons  in  every  Grand  Chapter  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  contenancing  Masonic  Poo-Bahs  in  the  Holy 
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Royal  Arch.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina,  we 
are  glad  to  see,  thinks  the  same  thing. 

The  total  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  765. 

Companion  James  Southgate  presents  a  very  admirable 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence  in  which  Quebec's  pro- 
ceedings have  kind  and  appreciative  notice. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  A.  Withers,  Grand  High  Priest 
IL  E.  Comp.  Horace  H.  Munson,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  DAKOTA— 1897. 

The  14  constituent  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction  report 
a  membership  of  813  as  against  798  a  year  before. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  before  us  contains  portraits 
of  M.  £.  Companions  Theodore  F.  Branch  and  Albert  B. 
Herrick.  The  former  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1895-96 
and  the  latter  in  1896-97. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Herrick  ruled  Grand  Chapter  at  the  8th 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  held  at  Fargo, 
on  the  lOth  of  June,  1897,  and  delivered  an  interesting 
address  covering  the  record  of  his  official  actions. 

M.  E.  Comp.  David  E.  Morgan,    -    Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  J.  Thompson,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NOVA  SCOTIA— 1897. 

The  28th  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Nova  Scotia  was  held  at  Halifax,  on  the  8th  June,  1897. 

M.  E.  Companion  D.  H.  Campbell,  Grand  High  Priest, 
in  his  annual  address  referred  to  the  absence  of  the  Grand 
Secretary,  who  had  been  stricken  with  paralysis.     He 
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reported  a  large  number  of  visitations  made  and  dispen- 
sations issued. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  728. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Donald  Darrach,  M.D„  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell,        -       Grand  Secretary. 


OHIO — 1897. 

The  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is  14,646, 
showing  a  net  increase  in  a  year  of  381. 

The  8 1st  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Springfield,  on  Sept.  29th,  1897.  M.  E. 
Comp.  George  D.  McBride,  Grand  High  Priest,  ruled 
Grand  Chapter,  and  conveyed  to  it  the  melancholy  intel- 
ligence of  the  death  of  two  of  its  permanent  members  and 
two  officers,  namely :  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Harvey 
Vinal  and  James  Burnham  Hovey,  Rev.  Companion 
Thomas  Jefferson  Melish,  Grand  Chaplain,  and  Excellent 
Companion  Jacob  Randall,  Grand  Guard. 

A  fitting  tribute  was  made  by  Grand  Chapter  to  the 
memory  of  deceased  Companions,  and  an  interesting 
report  of  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home  appears  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Companion  S.  Stacker  Williams,  of  whose  illness  we 
learn  with  very  great  regret,  presents  another  of  his  ex- 
cellent reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Quebec,  as 
usual,  has  pleasant  and  courteous  notice,  the  proceedings 
reviewed  being  those  for  1897. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Graff  M.  Acklin,   -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  C.  Kiefer,     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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OREGON— 1897- 

The  thirty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Or<^on,  was  held  at 
Portland,  on  June  14th  and  15th,  1897. 

M.  E,  Companion  John  H.  Irvine  was  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  his  portrait  appears  with  the  proceedings.  He 
delivered  an  admirable  address,  which  contains  feeling 
reference  to  the  dead  of  his  oWn  and  other  jurisdictions, 
and  a  succinct  account  of  his  official  actions. 

The  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is  1,258. 

Companion  J.  M.  Hodson  submits  an  admirable  report 
on  Correspondence,  in  which  Quebec's  proceedings  for 
both  1896  and  1897  have  very  courteous  notice.  From 
his  conclusion  we  take  the  following:  — 

**  To  all  things  earthly  an  end  cometh,  and  no  one  appreciates  the 
conclusion  more  keenly  than  the  writer.  Emotions  of  pleasure  and 
regret  mingle.  We  are  glad  that  the  task  is  .completed,  yet,  realizing 
its  many  defects,  regret  that  the  work  is  not  more  perfect.  Such  as 
it  is  we  trust  you  will  read  it,  as  it  is  the  only  Capitular  report  you 
can  have  general  access  to  in  Oregon  this  year.  Every  Mason  should 
seek  to  know  for  himself  of  the  history  and  doings  of  the  fraternity, 
of  its  laws  and  usages,  and  to  understand  fully  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  founded.  To  give  such  instruction  is  the  oue  great  object 
of  a  report  of  this  character  and  the  measure  of  its  value  is  the  extent 
of  the  appropriation  by  those  for  whom  it  is  prepared.*' 

M.  E.  Comp.  L.  N.  Roney,         -         Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  F.  Robinson,     -    Grand  Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1896. 

The  volume  of  proceedings  before  us  contains  a  record 
of  the  Quarterly  Convocation,  held  during  1896,  and  also 
of  the  Annual  Grand  Convocation,  held  at  Philadelphia, 
on  Dec.  28th,  1896. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  £•  Companion  Ezra  S. 
Bartlett,  delivered  an  annual  address,  and  was  called 
upon  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  reporting  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Michael  Nisbet.  In 
referring  to  decisions  rendered,  he  very  well  and  wisely 
remarks : — 

''Just  here  for  the  information  of  those  who  seem  to  believe  that 
the  powers  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  are  nnlimited,  who  should  know 
better,  and  who  are  disposed  to  become  critics,  if  their  requests  are 
not  granted,  let  me  say,  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  has  not  power  to 
set  aside  a  Constitutional  Law,  nor  the  power  of  setting  aside  the  By- 
Laws  of  a  Subordinate  Chapter.  As  an  obligated  Executive  Officer 
his  is  the  duty  to  see  that  they  are  not  evaded  or  set  aside  ;  that  they 
are  obeyed." 

The  membership  of  constituent  Chapters  amounts  to 
16,439. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  work  of 
Companions  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  Edgar  A.  Tennis, 
J,  Simpson  Africa,  Joshua  L.  Tyte,  John  P.  Clark  and 
James  H.  Codding,  and  good  square  work  it  is  too. 

Quebec's  proceedings  were  reviewed  by  Companion 
Codding,  who  gives  them  kind  and  extended  notice, 
saying  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Report  of  Com- 
panion Will.  H.  Whyte  :  "  It  is  excellent  from  the  first 
word  to  the  last,  of  attractive  arrangement  and  most 
fraternally  conceived." 

M.  E.  Comp,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  K  Comp.  Charles  Carv.        -         Grand  Secretary. 
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RHODE  ISLAND— 1897. 

The  ninety-ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  held  at  Providence,  on 
March  9th  1897. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Caleb  L. 
Knight,  reported  in  his  address,  the  lamented  decease  of 
M.  E.  Companions  George  M.  (Carpenter  and  Levi  L. 
Webster,  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  R.  E.  Companions 
George  F*.  Crandali,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  and 
Jabez  W.  Wilmarth,  Past  Grand  King.  We  deeply  sym- 
pathize with  our  Brethren  of  Rhode  Island  in  these 
bereavements. 

Our  M.  E.  Companion's  record  of  official  actions  is  quite 
short. 

The  present  membership  of  Subordinate  Chapters  is 
2,549,  as  against  2,438  in  the  preceding  year. 

A  brief  but  very  carefully  prepared  report  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  was  submitted  by  Companion  W.  Rugg. 
Amongst  the  Grand  Chapter  reports  that  he  specially 
designates  as  deserving  of  notice  for  their  beauty  of  ap- 
pearance, he  mentions  that  of  Quebec. 

His  concluding  words  are  beautiful.     He  says : 

*'  In  writing  the  closing  words  of  this  report  we  have  in  mind  the 
power  and  value  of  Freemasonry  as  disclosed  in  multiplied  ways.  It 
contributes  to  built  up  and  adorn  a  worthy  character.  It  brings  strength 
as  well  as  sweetness  to  the  life.  It  instructs  the  mind  and  quickens 
the  faculties  of  the  soul,  and  it  ministers  peace  and  rest  to  the  tired 
heart.  Freemasonry  affects  life  for  good  in  a  thousand  ways.  Per- 
haps in  no  way  does  it  more  help  and  bless  its  disciples  than  in  the 
friendships  which  it  helps  to  form,  the  near  and  close  associations 
which  it  provides,  the  fraternal  feeling  which  it  fosters,  and  the  tender, 
noble  sentiments  which  it  inculcates.  Freemasonry  is  charged  with 
sentiment.  Take  away  sentiment,  and  it  would  be  left  cold,  formal, 
prosaic,  and  unattrachive.     Let  us  not  undervalue  the  sentiment  which 
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belongs  to  the  Masonic  system— to  the  work  fellowship  for  which 
Freemasonry  makes  the  opportunity  and  gives  the  call.  '  Thank  God, 
for  sentiment, '  says  Ian  McLaren,  *  thank  God  that  people  are  some- 
times carried  away  by  sentiment  in  the  service  of  man  and  the  wor- 
ship of  God.  Take  sentiment  out  of  literature,  what  do  you  leave? 
The  most  repulsive  realism.  If  you  take  it  out  of  politics,  what  do 
you  leave  ?  Hard,  dry,  doctrinaire  theories.  If  you  take  sentiment 
out  of  religion,  let  us  close  religion.  It  will  then  have  no  atmosphere, 
no  heaven,  no  beauty,  no  hope.  " 

Applying  the  thought  of  the  gifted  writer  to  our  Masonic  institu- 
tion, we  may  well  rejoice  that  it  is  permeated  by  so  much  of  sweet  and 
holy  sentiment,  and  that  it  helps  specially  to  the  zest  of  life.  So  we 
learn  how  to  live  at  our  best  and  be  in  fellowship  one  with  another. 
Then  is  life  found  to  be  worth  having,  and  worth  living  through  and 
through  as  God  gives  it  to  us,  for  we  have  an  abiding  property  of  life. 
Then  are  we  able  to  render  the  best  service  to  our  fellow  man,  not 
growing  weary  in  well  doing,  but  counting  it  all  joy  to  labor  for  truth's 
sake  and  for  love's  sake  even  to  the  end,  cherishing  always  the  faith 
and  the  hope  which  most  enrich  human  souls.  Then  may  come  the 
expression  from  the  believing  and  glad  heart : 

I  live  for  those  who  love  me, 

For  those  who  know  me  true ; 

For  the  heaven  that  smiles  above  me 

And  waits  my  coming  too ! 

For  the  cause  that  needs  assistance. 

For  the  wrong  that  needs  resistance. 

For  the  future  in  the  distance 

And  all  the  good  that  I  can  do.  " 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  F.  Oldham,  -  Grand  High  Priest, 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  R.  Greene,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  DAKOTA— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Dakota  convened  in  its 
eighth  Annual  Convocation,  at  Mitchell,  on  June  loth, 
1897,  with  M.  E.  Companion  Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  V. 
Ayres  presiding.  His  brief  record  of  official  acts  shows 
that  peace  and  prosperity  abound  in  his  jurisdiction. 


50  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


The  membership  returns  show  a  total  of  1,441,  being  a 
net  gain  of  16  during  the  year. 

The  enactments  of  Grand  Chapter  at  this  Convocation 
were  only  of  local  importance. 

Companion  L  G.  Levoy  submits  a  very  admirable  and 
full  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  covering  94  pages. 

We  quite  agree  with  him  that  a  lodge  or  chapter  should 
at  once  cancel  the  dues  of  a  member  who  cannot  pay, 
and  that  members  able  to  pay  dues,  but  refusing  so  to  do, 
violate  the  obligation  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the 
Order. 

Quebec's  volumes  of  proceedings  are  described  as 
elegant  pamphlets,  and  very  kind  and  courteous  considera- 
tion is  paid  the  opinions  expressed  in  them,  during  both 
1896  and  1897. 

Referring  to  the  last  Foreign  Correspondence  Report 
submitted  by  M.  E.  Companion  Will.  H,  Whyte,  Com- 
panion Levoy  says : — 

**  Under  Ohio  he  reads  Companion  Williams  a  lesson  on  absoluUly 
cortect  information  that  will  be  hugely  enjoyed  by  that  interesting 
Companion  who  always  carries  a  chip  on  his  shoulder,  spoiling  for  a 
good  time.  South  Dakota  receives  its  share  of  notice  and  fraternal 
comment.  Of  the  writer  he  says  *  he  has  strange  ideas ; '  well  we 
don't  deny  the  charge,  as  long  as  we  have  the  courage  to  express  our 
convictions,  and  live  up  to  them.  He  propounds  some  queries  to  us 
which  he  will  find  answered  in  last  year's  report,  supplemented  by 
other  views  in  his  report,  and  concludes  his  report  with  a  farewell  to 
the  Knights  of  the  Round  Table,  making  room  for  M.'.E.  '.Companion 
Chambers,  who  resumes  the  pen  at  the  request  of  the  incoming  Grand 
High  Priest  We  regret  to  part  with  Companion  Wh3rte  and  his 
trenchant  pen  from  the  corps  reportorial,  and  believe  that  he  will  not 
fail  to  interest  himself  in  the  perusal  of  the  matter  put  out  in  the  shape 
of  Reports  on  Correspondence  by  his  past  associates  of  the  guild.  May 
health,  wealth  and  prosperity  attend  him  through  life.  " 

M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  J.  Coyne,    -    Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  A.  Pettigrew,     Grand  Secretary. 
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TBNNBSSBB— 1897- 

A  total  of  2,662  members  is  claimed  by  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapters  of  Tennessee. 

The  address  of  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E,  Companion 
W.  D.  Henderson,  who  presided  at  the  68th  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Tennessee,  is  a  notable 
paper,  from  the  conclusion  of  which  we  take  the  following 
beautiful  paragraphs :  — 

''  Some  one  has  related  a  beautiful  tradition,  which  states  that  the 
site  of  King  Solomon's  Temple  was  originally  owned  by  two  brothers 
— one  being  married  and  the  othe^*  single.  And  that  after  harvest,  the 
elder  brother,  said  :  '  My  younger  brother  is  unable  to  bear  the  bur- 
den and  heat  of  the  day ;  therefore,  I  will  take  of  my  shocks  and  with- 
out his  knowledge  place  them  over  among  his  shocks. '  The  younger 
brother  being  actuated  by  simular  thoughts  of  love  and  brotherly  re- 
lief; said  unto  himself :  '  My  brother  has  a  family.  I  have  none.  I 
desire  to  contribute  to  their  support ;  therefore,  I  will  take  of  my 
shocks,  and  without  his  knowledge,  place  them  over  among  his 
shocks. '  This  occurred  several  nights  in  succession,  and  great  was 
the  surprise  of  the  brothers  upon  the  succeeding  mornings  to  find  that 
their  shocks  had  not  diminished.  They  resolved  to  watch  and  solve 
the  mystery.  They  did  so,  and  upon  the  succeeding  night  the  two 
brothers  met  half  way,  each  with  his  arms  laden  with  the  golden 
sheaves.  And  it  was  upon  this  spot  hallowed  by  such  association,  the 
temple  of  King  Solomon  was  erected.  That  temple,  so  spacious,  so 
magnificent,  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world.  Aud,  Comp- 
anions, it  is  only  upon  ground  hallowed  by  such  associations,  the  best 
and  purest  impulses  of  the  human  heart,  that  any  enduring  structure 
can  be  erected.  The  Temple  of  King  Solomon  has  long  since  been 
destroyed,  but  Free  Massonry,  which  exemplifies  the  location  of  the 
temple  and  transmits  the  legend  of  its  building,  has  defied  the  ravages 
of  time,  withstood  the  persecutions  of  ignorance,  bigotry  and  intol* 
erance,  and  to-day  stands  in  its  beauty  like  a  Corinthian  column  in  a 
desert  of  ruin,  without  a  rival  in  point  of  numbers  and  stability  of  or- 
ganization Free  Masonry,  whose  foundations  are  laid  deep  in  the 
God-given  principles  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  whose  empire 
is  the  world,  whose  canopy  is  the  blue  vault  and  the  star  decked  hea- 
vens, will  live  as  long  as  a  flower  shall  bloom,  as  long  as  men  love 
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virtue,  as  long.     '  As  the  doud  shadows  shall  rest  upon  the  mountains 
and  the  rivers  roll  to  the  sea. ' 

Yes,  Love,  the  sweet  messenger  of  Peace,  Joy  and  Happiness — it 
would  girdle  the  world  as  with  a  zone  of  light — ^it  would  pervade  all 
hearts,  and  is  the  sweet  halo  of  joyful,  happy  life — it  conquers  all  and 
survives  all.  Then  why  do  violence  to  this  great  law  of  Nature  and 
Nature's  God?'' 

Companion  Henry  H.  Ingersoll  supplies  the  address 
on  Correspondence  and  includes  Quebec's  proceedings 
with  those  reviewed. 

The  pamphlet  form  of  proceedings  of  this  jurisdiction, 
he  says,  though  the  Chapters  and  members  are  few,  is  a 
work  of  art,  and  delights  the  eye  of  the  reader.  He  is 
evidently  unacquainted  with  our  juvenile  friend  Will  H. 
Whyte,  and  ought  to  see  his  photc^raph.  This  is  how 
he  describes  him  :  - 

"  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  veteran  Secretary,  who 
began  this  work  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  who  to  experience 
adds  skill,  intelligence  and  pith.  True,  he  is  prosy  and  critical,  and 
objects  to  poetry  in  Correspondence  Reports ;  but  his  genial  nature, 
justice  and  charity,  together  with  his  long  serice,  excuses  his  hyper- 
criticism.  The  boys  are  not  all  so  familiar  with  Masonic  poetry  as  one 
who  has  been  reading  it  for  nearly  a  half  century. " 

Referring  to  Companion  Whyte's  prayer  for  peace, 
Companion  Ingersoll  well  says:— 

"  His  faith  was  well  founded  :  the  danger  was  only  apparent,  and 
whitewinged  peace  now  spreads  her  pinion  over  the  English-speaking 
race.  And  the  Masons  of  the  United  States,  with  their  Canadian 
Brethren,  join  it  rejoicing  that  between  us  there  shall  be  be  no  war  in 
this  century  at  least.  America's  dream  is  not  of  conquest.  We  wish 
no  foreign  war.  Our  national  resources  are  best  developed  by  an  earn- 
est culture  of  the  arts  of  peace.  But,  in  time,  the  logic  of  events  will 
decree  that  all  English-speaking  poeple  and  countries  shall  be  one  in 
government  and  organization  as  they  are  now  in  tongue  and  hope. 
And  this  will  come  about  not  through  cannon  and  sword,  through 
slaughter  and  misery,  but  in  peace  and  quiet  and  of  the  voluntary 
choice  of  the  peoples  themselves.  " 
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In  Companion  IngersoH's  concluding  remarks  we  find 
the  following : — 

*  *  The  *  new  woman  *  is  not  wholly  absent  from  Freemasonry.  In 
the  Northwest  especially  her  voice  is  heard  in  the  lodge-room— not 
merely  as  a  quartette  singer,  but  also  as  a  solo  speaker.  The  Eastern 
Star  is  shining  forth,  and  the  wives,  sisters  and  daughters  of  Masons, 
being  organized  into  lodges,  are  becoming  familiar  with  afiairs  that 
belong  only  unto  men.  Many  Brethren  and  Companions  in  some 
States  are  encouraging  this  new  departure. 

It  is  a  passing  show,  of  course.  And  when  the  craze  is  over,  when 
the  epidemic  ceases,  we  shall  be,  or  if  not  we,  our  children  will  be 
what  we  were  and  our  parents  before  us. 

The  men  will  grow  beards,  and  win  bread,  and  be  fathers  and  wear 
pants,  and  fight  the  battle  of  life  in  field  and  farm,  in  shop  and  mill, 
in  pulpit  and  forum  ;  and  the  women,  God  bless  them,  will  be  mo- 
thers and  wives  and  sisters  and  daughters  of  men,  queens  of  the  home, 
ruling  there  by  right  divine,  and  making  it  Ike  heaven,  dispensing 
love  and  joy  in  human  hearts,  and  being  happiest  of  mortals  fiom 
making  others  happy ;  in  their  own  sphere  will  they  rule  and  shine 
'  a  little  lower  than  the  angels. ' 

Let  us,  Companions,  not  encourage  their  mania  for  clut>s  and  cir- 
cles and  lodges  and  chapters,  or  anything  that  tends  to  lower  them  in 
our  esteem,  weaken  the  home  tie,  destroy  their  holy  influence  or 
bring  them  to  our  level ! '  * 

M.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  J.  Thurman,  -    Grand  High  Priest, 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  A.  Clendenning,  Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  met  at  Houston,  on  De- 
cember 7th,  1897,  M.  E.  Companion  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  O.  Rounsavali  presiding. 

We  regret  sincerely  to  learn  of  the  decease  of  two  Past 
Grand  Officers  of  this  jurisdiction.  Companion  George 
Goldthwaite  was  Grand  Secretary  in  1862  and  Companion 
Haywood  Braham  was  Grand  Scribe  in  1877  and  1878. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  an  interesting 
document,  and  reports  several  decisions  rendered  by  him, 
all  of  which  would  be  good  law  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  total  membership  of  constituent  Chapters  is  6,307, 
a  net  gain  of  I02.     The  number  of  Chapters  at  work  is 

133. 

Companion  John  L.  Terrell  submitted  a  very  clever  and 
very  complete  report  on  Correspondence,  covering  no  less 
than  128  pages,  and  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  forty- 
eight  grand  bodies,  including  Quebec's  for  1897.  His 
notice  of  the  latter  is  generally  speaking  very  pleasant, 
and  perhaps  we  should  overlook  his  somewhat  gratuitous 
remarks  that  a  paragraph  of  our's  **  should  have  had  no 
place  in  masonic  literature,"  for  after  all  it  is  only  an  ex- 
pression of  individual  opinion,  and  does  not  our  good 
Companion  himself  say  "  where  we  have  expressed 
opinions,  they  are  our's,  and  we  do  not  ask  anybody  to 
adopt  them  ?"  Certainly  there  are  many  of  Companion 
Terrell's  fellow-countrymen,  who  in  their  Reports  of 
Foreign  Correspondence,  have  agreed  with  what  we  wrote 
of  the  "  studied  affronts  "  to  the  Empire  of  which  Canada 
forms  a  portion,  on  the  part  of  American  public  men, 
whom  they  knew,  as  well  as  we,  to  have  been  "  talking  to 
the  gallery."  And  if  it  is  Companion  Terrell's  opinion 
that  while  American  masonry  may  properly  teach  attach- 
ment to  the  land  of  one's  birth  or  adoption,  that  of  Canada 
should  not  do  the  same  for  Canadian  masons,  why  of 
course  he  is  entitled  to  it. 

We  assure  Companion  Terrell  of  our  high  personal 
esteem  for  his  Grand  Chapter  and  for  himself,  and  of  our 
sincere  admiration  and  respect,  not  only  for  the  Masons 
but  for  the  entire  people  of  the  United  States,  outside  of 
the  few  professional   tail  twisters   and  their  aiders  and 
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abettors.  That  Companion  Terrell's  fellow-countrymen 
have  only  to  be  in  trouble  to  receive  the  undoubted  sym- 
pathy of  the  British  and  Canadian  people  has  recently 
been  made  abundantly  clear.  Blood  is  thicker  than  water 
at  all  times. 


M.  E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Haynie, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Topas,  Jr., 


Grand  High  Priest. 
-     Grand  Secretary. 


VERnONT.— 1897. 

The  eightieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Vermont  was  held  at  Burlington  on  June  nth  1897. 

M.  E.  Companion  Daniel  W.  Nicholson,  Grand  High 
Priest,  recorded  the  death,  amongst  others,  of  Companions 
Fuller,  Ex-Governor  of  the  State  and  of  Col.  Paine,  Past 
Grand  King,  and  well-known  as  the  inventor  of  Paine's 
Celery  compound  and  is  address  his  an  exceedingly 
eloquent  as  well  as  an  exceedingly  interesting  document. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows  that  there  were  1 54 
exaltations  during  the  year,  and  the  present  membership 
stands  at  2,783. 

The  volume  before  us  contains  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  jurisdiction  held  at 
Burlington  on  Oct.  14th  1896.  At  this  convention,  R. 
Ex.  Geoi^e  Tyler  of  our  jurisdiction  was  present  and 
delivered  the  following  address  : 

Eminent  Orand  Lecturer  and  Companions  oj  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  nf  Vermont. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  present  to-daj  and  listen  to 
the  inetructioDS  in  the  ritual  of  the  Order.  It  is  evident  to  me  that  the 
M.  fi.  Grand  High  Priest  hhs  made  no  mistake  in  appointing  the  Grand 
Lecturer  and  District  Deputies.    In  my  judgment  thej  are  the  right  men 
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in  the  right  places,  and  will  fill  their  poeitiona  with  honor  to  themselves 
and  to  the  crafL  As  the  M.  £.  Grand  High  Priest  has  said,  <  The  Rojal 
Arch  degree  is  still  connected  with  the  Blue  Lodge  in  England.'  The 
Mark  Master  degree  in  England  is  given  under  the  authoritj  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  which  was  established,  I  think,  about 
1856  or  1866,  and  is  a  jurisdiction  independent  of  the  Sjmbolic  Grand 
Lodge.  The  officers  are  the  same  as  in  America,  with  the  addition  of  a 
Chaplain,  Director  of  Ceremonies,  Assistant  Director  of  Ceremonies, 
Registrar  of  Marks,  Inner  Guard  or  Time  Keeper  and  two  Stewards. 
Master  Masons  are  eligible  for  iDitiation.  The  degree  is  virtually  the 
same  in  Scotland  or  Ireland.  It  differs,  however,  in  some  respects  from 
the  American  degree. 

The  Past  Masters'  degree  is  given  in  similar  form  to  that  just  adopted 
by  your  Grand  Lodge,  and  compiled  by  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priesti 
but  is  always  given  by  Symbolic  or  Blue  Lodges,  and  is  not  known  in 
connection  with  any  other  degrees,  but  because  a  man  must  be  an  actual 
Master  or  Past  Master  of  a  Lodge  in  order  to  get  the  Royal  Arch,  and  he 
cannot  preside  as  a  Master  until  he  has  received  the  Past  Master  degree. 
I  fully  agree  with  your  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  that  it  is  a  useless 
appendage  to  Royal  Arch  Chapters. 

The  Most  Excellent  Masters'  degree  is  unknown  in  England.  This 
degree  is  peculiarly  American,  it  being  practiced  in  no  other  country. 

The  real  object  of  the  Freemasonry  in  all  of  its  branches  is  the  same 
in  both  countries.  Some  are  content  with  the  first  three  degrees,  but 
such,  of  course,  only  enjoy  the  benefits  and  pleasures  of  the  Order  in  a 
limited  sphere,  the  same  as  we  would  in  any  pursuit  in  life,  if  we  only 
learned  the  rudiments  and  were  content  to  go  no  farther.  Others  take 
the  degrees  in  all  of  the  Rites,  and  have  not  only  come  in  possession  of 
the  secrets  of  the  Order,  but  have  grown  in  knowledge  thareby,  and  have 
become  broader  in  their  views,  fully  comprehending  that  their  missioh 
in  life  is  to  do  something  that  will  benefit  mankind,  to  erect  some  monu- 
ment that  will  live  after  them  and  show  to  the  coming  generations  that 
the  world  is  better  for  their  having  lived  in  it. 

I  thank  you,  E.  Grand  Lecturer,  for  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present 
to-day,  and  I  thank  all  of  you  for  the  courteous  reception  given  me,  and 
kind  treatment  received  during  my  visit,  and  wish  you  all  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  season  in  your  Masonic  labors." 

The  Foreign  correspondence  report  of  that  well-known 
Craftsman,  M.  £,  Companion  March  O.  Parkins  makes 
excellent  reading,  and  is  quite  the  peer  of  any  of  the  many 
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other  reports  that  have  come  to  us  from  his  pen.  The 
present  one  exceeds  a  hundred  pages.  We  thank  him  for 
pleasant  and  courteous  mention  of  Quebec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Eugene  S.  Weston.  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Warren  G.  Reynolds,      Grand  Secretary, 


VICTORIA.— 18W. 

The  only  report  that  reaches  us  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  on  July  26th  1897  is  contained  in  an 
eight  page  pamphlet.  The  l^islation  reported  as  enacted 
was  exceedingly  brief,  and  the  principal  business  of  the 
convocation  was  the  installation  of  Conpanion  Lord  Bras- 
sey  as  Most  Excellent  First  Grand  Principal  of  the  Grand 
Chapter. 


M.  E.  Comp.  Lord  Brassey, 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  Braim, 


Grand  Z. 
Grand  Scribe  E. 


VIRGINIA 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia  assembled  in  its  nine- 
tieth Annual  Convocation  at  Petersburg  on  December 
3rd  and  4th  1897. 

M.  Ex.  Companion  John  Porter  StefTner  was  Grand 
High  Priest  and  delivered  a  very  choice  and  scholarly 
address,  from  which  we  take  the  following  passage : 

^'  It  resta  with  jou  to  make  this  a  land  of  God  and  Masonry ;  in  jour 
b^nde  is  our  destiny  for  weal  or  woe ;  if  you  are  true  to  your  profession 
it  will  be  a  land  of  morality,  of  law  and  order,  and  of  tbe  broadest 
libarty.  Let  tbe  taper  spire  of  cburcb  and  scboolbouse  be  ever  as  now 
tbe  first  landmark  of  every  town  and  village ;  govern  yourselves  by  the 
square  and  compass  of  the  Mason's  creed ;  erect  the  loftiest  standard  of 
public  and  private  honor;  cultivate  your  minds  by  the  tenets  of  this 
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time  tried  iostitatioD  ae  assidaoaalj  ae  you  do  the  wondrously  fertile 
soil ;  train  jour  children  to  be  trathful,  upright,  bra?e  and  gentle,  cur- 
teous  to  inferiors,  respectful  to  equals,  but,  by  God's  help,  having  no 
superiors.  Cherish  the  broad  and  generous  sympathy  which  throbs  in 
unison  with  all  humanity,  which  feels  for  every  human  being,  and  is 
interested  in  all  thatconcerns  the  common  weal ;  do  your  duty  honestly, 
fearlessly  and  faithfully  to  yourselves  and  to  the  Old  Dominion,  and 
the  name  of  Virginia  will  shine  with  ever  increasing  lustre  in  the  fir- 
mament of  America's  resplendent  past  and  future,  as  a  synonym  of  all 
that  is  great  and  good  and  noble  in  statehood  and  in  citizenship:  as 
famous  for  her  intelligence,  her  virtue,  and  all  the  highest  gifts  and 
graces  as  she  is  for  her  hospitality." 

We  agree  with  all  his  utterances  except  where  be  argues 
for  the  adoption,  before  publication  of  the  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence Report.  There  is  no  reason  at  all  for  this  action 
when  such  Report  is  printed  above  the  signature  of  the 
Companion  preparing  it,  as  an  appendix  to  the  volume 
of  proceedings.  It  is  then  well  understood,  by  every  in- 
telligent reader,  that  Grand  Chapter  assumes  no  respon- 
sibility for  it. 

The  total  membership  of  Chapters  in  Vii^inia  is  2,676 
against  2,604  ^"  1896. 

Companion  Chas.  A.  Nesbitt  presented  a  carefully  pre- 
pared review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chapters, 
which  includes  a  fraternal  notice  of  Quebec 


M.  E.  Comp.  E.  Louis  Ide, 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  B.  Blanks, 


Grand  High  Priest 
Grand  Secretary. 


WASHINQTON— 1897 

As  frontispiece  of  the  volume  of  Washington's  pro- 
ceedings for  1897,  we  have  the  portrait  of  M.  £•  Walter 
L.  Darby,  who  was  Grand  High  Priest,  at  the  thirteenth 
Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  held  at 
Tacoma,  on  June  4th,  1897,     He  reported  the  prevalence 
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of  peace  and  harmony  throughout  his  jurisdiction,  and 
made  an  affectionate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  masonic 
dead  of  his  own  and  sister  jurisdictions. 

Constituent  Chapters  report  a  membership  of  113 1. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  isby  Companion  Yancey 
C.  Blalock,and  includes  a  business-like  review  of  Quebec's 
(1897)  proceedings. 


M.  £.  Comp.  Carmi  Dibble, 

R,  E.  Comp.  Yancey  C.  Blalock, 


Grand  High  Priest 
-     Grand  Secretary. 


WEST  VIRGINIA— 1897- 

The  twenty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  West  Virginia  was  held  at  Wheeling,  on  the 
9th  November,  1896. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  N. 
Myers,  delivered  a  brief  but  business-like  address,  cover- 
ing his  official  acts. 

Grand  Chapter  had  a  very  prosperous  year  to  review, 
the  membership  having  increased  during  it  from  1,216 
to  1,381. 

There  is  no  Foreign  Correspondence  report  with  these 
proceedings,  but  there  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  report 
of  the  addresses  delivered  at  the  quarter  centennial  cele- 
bration of  the  Grand  Chapter,  upon  the  success  of  which 
we  tender  our  congratulations  and  best  wishes. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  McCahon,   Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Companion  Odel  S.  Long,     -      Grand  Secretary. 
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WISCONSIN— 1897. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  met  in  its  47th  An- 
nual Convocation  at  Milwaukee,  on  February  i6th  and 
17  th,  1897. 

The  membership  of  the  jurisdiction  is  5,894,  showing  a 
healthy  increase  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  Ex.  Com- 
panion J.  Thomas  Pryor,  Jr.,  is  an  interesting  record  of 
his  official  acts. 

Our  old  friend.  Companion  W.  C.  Swain,  who  again 
writes  the  Correspondence  report,  gives  a  pleasant  review 
of  Quebec.  He  quotes  our  decisions  as  Grand  Z  and 
prints  and  approves  quite  a  number  of  extracts  from  M. 
E.  Companion  Will  H.  Whyte's  Foreign  Correspondence 
report  Referring  to  his  hope  that  peace  would  be  main- 
tained between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
Companion  Swain  says :  - 

"  We  did  DOt  feel,  on  this  side  of  tke  line,  that  there  was  much  danger 
of  war,  and  there  were  many  of  the  more  warlike  who  expressed  the 
feeling  that  they  won  Id  rather  fight  with  England  than  against  her. 
The  war  scare>  however,  was  not  without  its  good  effect,  for  it  has 
resulted  in  strongly  cementing  the  ties  of  fraternal  feeling  between  the 
two  nations." 

He  says  that  he  never  saw  a  visitor  demand  a  sight  of 
the  Charter  who  had  the  slightest  idea  of  why  he  wanted 
to  look  at  it. 


M.  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Wallace, 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  W.  Laflin, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
Grand  Secretary. 


CONCI^USION. 


6l 


CONCLUSION. 

We  reach  the  conclusion  of  this  report  with  a  feeling  of 
considerable  disappointment.  An  unprecedented  pres- 
sure of  work  of  various  kinds  has  so  weighed  down  upon 
us  during  the  last  three  or  four  months  that  it  has  been 
simply  impossible  to  devote  that  time  and  attention  to 
it  that  the  matter  demanded.  We  are  therefore  more 
than  ever  conscious  of  defects  in  the  work,  and  of  the  fact 
that  we  have  been,  though  quite  unintentionally,  the 
cause  of  much  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  volume  of  pro- 
ceedinga.  But  we  have  lost  none  of  our  interest  in  the 
doings  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  the  writings  of  our  Com- 
panion Reviewers,  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  all  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  our  own  jurisdiction  we  renew  the  expres- 
sion of  our  abiding  fraternal  r^ard  and  esteem. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

E.  T.  D.  CHAMBERS,  P.  G.  Z. 

(Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 


Quebec  City,  April  26th,  1898. 
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M    E    COMP.  B.  TOOKE 

Grand  1st  Principal  Z.  1898. 


The  Twenty-Third  Annual  Convocation  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec,  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Montreal,  on 
Tuesday,  the  30th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1900 — 
A.  !•  2430. 


PROCEEDINQ8 


OF  Tni 


OF    QUEBEC- 


The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec  assembled  in  Twenty-Second  Annual  Grand 
Convocation  in  the  Chapter  Hall  of  the  Montreal  Temple 
in  the  City  of  Montreal,  at  three  o'clock,  on  Tuesday,  the 
24th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1899.   A,  I.  2429. 

GRAND  OFFICERS  PRESENT  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  B.  TooKB Grand  ist  Prin.  Z. 

R.  E.      **  H.  L.  Fui^i^ER.  M.  D **  2ndPrixi.  H. 

R.  E.      ••  Gko.  O.  Stanton *'  3rdPriii.  J. 

M.  E.      '*  A.  D.  Nelson •*  Treasurer. 

M,  E.      "  WiLi..  H.  Whyte **  Scribe  E. 

V.  E.      "  J.  Bruce  Payne as  "  Scribe  N. 

R.  E.      "  G.  A.  Miller as  "  Principal  Sojourner 

V.  E.      **  J.T.  Gladston as  **  Assistant        •* 

V.  K.      •*  Geo.  T.Bell "  Junior 

V.  E.      "  W.  T.  McLaurin **  Pursuivant. 

'•  John  Lawrence **  Janitor. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  DISTRICTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal  District. 

R.  E.      "     E.  S.  Stevens Eastern  Township  District. 
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PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS  : 

M.  £.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stbarns Past  Grand  Z. 

**  •*  Frank  Edgar **  ** 

"  JohnP.  NOYBS **  ** 

••  Wii,!,.  H.  Whytb " 

**  DavibSbath '* 

•*  A.  D.  Nbi,son ** 

••  E.  T.  D.  Chambbrs " 

**  "  J.  B.  Trbsiddbr 

R.  E.        "  H.  E.  Channbu. 

*•  **  CHARI.BS  KnOWI,BS 

*•  '*  John  McLban 

•*  W.  M.  LbMbssuribr 

••  *'  A.R.PRASBR 

*•  GBO.  A.  MlI.I«BR 

•*  **  JOSBPH  LUTTRBU. 

•*  W.  H.  O'Rbgan  

*i  i«  w.  T.  Andbrson 

*•  **  W    E.  COOPBR 

*•         **  c.  R.  Waus '* 

•»  C.  A.  HUMPHRBY..: •* 

*•  **  Hbnry  Dunnb **    Grand  Prin. 

**  Gbo.  C.  BOWN '» 


Grand  H. 
Grand  Sapt. 


Grand  Scribe  N. 


Soj. 


GRAND   REPRESENTATIVES 


•  •  •  • .  •  •  •  R.  E. 

V.  E. 

R.  E. 

M.  E. 


•  •  •  •  R«  E* 


Alabama. 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada 

Connecticut •.  •. 

Delawiu-e 

District  of  Columbia " 

Illinois M.  E. 

Iowa R.  E. 

Kansas " 

Kentucky ** 

Massachusetts M.  E. 

Minnesota ** 

Missouri R.  E. 

New  Brunswick ** 

New  Hampshire. M.  E. 

New  Jersey *• 

Nevada R.  E. 

Ohio M.  E. 

Oregon V.  E. 

Rhode  Island R.  E. 

South  DekoU " 

Texas 

Vermont V.  E. 

Wisconsin ....R.  E. 


Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor. 
**      J.  P.  Griffin. 
*'      Joseph  Luttrell. 
'  *      Frank  Edgar. 
*'      Will.  H.  Whyte. 

B.  Tooke. 
Henry  Dunne. 
G.  A.  Miller. 
A.  D.  Nelson. 
John  Mcl^ean. 
W.  T.  Anderson. 

C.  R.  Willis. 
J.  B.  Tresidder. 
John  P.  Noyes. 
W.  M.  Lemessurier. 
A.  R.  Eraser. 
I.  H.  Stearns. 
David  Seath. 
Charles  Knowles. 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers. 
K.  S.  Stevens. 
H.  E.  Channell. 
W.  H.  0*Regan. 
G.  O.  SUnton. 
J.  Bruce  Payne. 
H.  Leroy  Fuller,  M.D. 
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The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  a  constitutional 

number  of  Chapters  present  and  entitled  to  representation 

and  the  following  Companions   registered  and  named  as 

their  representatives : 

REPRESENTATIVES  :                                   | 

Golden  Rule,  Chapter  No.  i. 

Mount  Horeb,  Chapter  No.  6. 

C.R.  Thurber....H. 

Mungo  B.  White.. Z. 

H.  E.  Channel!... P.Z.&P.G.H. 

J.  Gordon  Reid . . .  H. 

E.  S.  Stevens P.Z&G.Supt. 

J.  P.  Griffin P.Z.&P.G.Pur. 

H.  A.  Channell...P.H.&P.G.S. 

Henry  Dunne....  P.Z.&P.G.P.Sj. 

J.  H.  Lalonde P,Z.&G.S. 

C.  R.  Willis P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 

Stadacona,  Chapter  No.  2. 

John  Lawrence. . .  Grand  Janitor. 

E.  T.  D.Chambers.  P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Montreal,  Chapter  No.  7. 

Charles  Knowle8.«P.Z.&P.G.H. 

W.  T.  McLaurin..Z.&Gr.Puv. 

Wm.  Burry J. 

Prbvost,  Chapter  No.  5. 

G.  0.  Stonton. . . .  P.Z.&G.J. 

John  McLean P.Z.&P.G.Supt 

H.  Leroy  Fuller.. P.Z.&G.H. 

Joseph  Luttrell . . .  P.Z.&P.G.Supt 

W.M.Lemessurier.P.Z.&P.G.Supt 

C.  A.  Humphrey.. P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 

Dorchester,  Chapter  No.  4. 

Royal  Albert,  Chapter  No.  8. 

J.  Bruce  Payne. . . .  Z. 

J.  P.  Noyes P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

E.  W,  Wilson Z.&P.G.Pur. 

G.T.  Bell H.&G.J.SJ. 

Harry  Brophy....J. 

Carnarvon,  Chapter  No.  5. 

B.  Tooke....  .....P.Z.&G.Z. 

A.  D.  Nelson P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

J.  I.  Phillips Z. 

F.  Edgar P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

D.  A.  Young H, 

I.  H.  Stearns P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

H.  Higginbotham.J. 

A,  R.  Fraser P.Z.&P.G.Supt 

1.  H.  Steams  ....  P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

G.  A.  Miller P.Z.&P.G.Supt 

Will.  H.  Whyte... P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

David  Seath P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

Shawenegam,  Chapter  No.  ii. 

F.  Edgar PZ.&P.G.Z. 

J.  B.  'fiesidder . . . .  P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

David  Seath P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

C.  P.  O'Connor.  ..P.Z.&G.Supt. 
W.  T.  Anderaon. .  .P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 

•L  H.  Stearns P.Z.&P.G.Z. 

W.  E.  Cooper.... P.Z.&P.G.S.N. 
George  C.  Bown..P.Z.&P.G.P.Sj. 
JohnT.  Gladston.P.Z.&P.G.J.Sj. 

Mount  Sutton,  Chapter  No.  12. 

J.  P.  Noyes P.Z.AP.G.Z. 

C.  J.  Williams.... P.  H. 

W.  H.  O'Regan. .  .P.Z.&P.G.Supt. 
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A  oonsdtational  nnmber  of  Chapters  bemg  thus  rqire' 
sented,  the  Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  ample  fimn. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  read  the  notice  callingthe  meeting 
of  the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations  from 
Article  V.  of  the  Constitution  for  the  government  of  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  Sessions. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  granted  permission  for  the  admission 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  ;  as  visitors,  during 
the  Session  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
minutes  of  the  last  Grand  Convocation,  when  it  was  moved 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp. 
E.  S.  Stevens,  and  carried  :  **  That  the  Minutes  of  the  last 
Annual  Convocation  having  been  printed  and  distributed  to 
the  Members  of  Grand  Chapter,  be  taken  as  read  and  that 
the  same  be  now  declared  confirmed." 

Communications  were  received  from  the  following  Com- 
panions expressing  regret  at  their  inability  to  be  present  at 
this  Convocation,  through  unavoidable  circumstances  or 
illness,  viz  :  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Graham,  P.G.Z.,  R.  E. 
Comp.  G.  O.  Tyler,  P.G.H.,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Williams, 
P.G.Supt.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Langlois  Bell,  Grand  Supt.  Stada- 
cona  District ;  R.  E.  Comp.  James  Wood,  Grand  Prin. 
Sojourner  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson,  Grand 
Asst.  Sojourner. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  presented  his  address  as 
follows : 


GRAND  CUAPTBK  OP  QUBBBC. 

ADDRESS    OF    THE 

GRAND  FIRST  PRINCIPAL  Z. 


To  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec. 

Companions  of  the  Royal  Craft, 

The  annual  summons  calling  us  together  far  the 
twenty-second  time  reminds  one  in  a  forcible  way  that 
another  year  has  passed  in  Capitular  Masonry,  another 
year  added  to  our  lives,  bringing  responsibilities  and  trials 
to  some  no  doubt,  yet,  I  trust  and  believe  blessings  to 
many.  How  eminently  fitting  it  is  for  us  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  proceedings  to  acknowledge  our 
dependence  upon,  and  our  gratitude  to  the  great  "  I  AM/' 
not  only  for  His  constant  care  and  watchfulness  over  us, 
but  for  the  great  privilege  of  being  permitted  to  assemble 
once  more  in  annual  convocation  within  the  walls  of  this 
beautiful  Temple  ;  to  renew  old  friendships,  and  to  wel- 
come one  and  all  who  join  with  us  in  reviewing  the  past 
as  well  as  to  legislate  for  the  future  of  this  branch  of 
Freemasonry  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

May  all  our  thoughts  and  deliberations  be  bound  by 
that  three-fold  cord  which  is  not  easily  broken,  showing 
that  by  kindness  and  consideration  towards  each  other, 
even  that  cord  can  be  strengthened  day  by  day. 

In  matters  temporal  the  past  year  points  to  the  envi- 
able position  we  as  Masons  enjoy.     Living  in  a  country 
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abounding  in  peace,  happiness,  and  general  contentment, 
perhaps  at  no  time  has  the  strong  spirit  of  confidence  in 
the  future  of  our  native  land  been  more  apparent,  and 
while  we  as  Masons  are  thankful  for  and  appreciate  this 
happy  position,  we  hope  the  unity  that  exists  among  us 
may  be  caught  up  by  the  Nations  of  the  world  generally, 
(but  more  especially  by  those  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,) 
in  order  that  all  may  join  in  fulfilling  the  mission,  that  is 
generally  recc^nized  as  their  heritage,  "  Peace  on  Earth 
ind  Good  Will  among  men." 

As  an  important  part  of  the  British  Empire,  we  re- 
joice over  the  grand  victory  obtained  by  Illustrious  Bro. 
Lord  Kitchener  and  his  gallant  "companions"  at  Khartoum. 
Another  addition  to  past  achievements ;  another  stride 
in  the  great  work  of  civilization ;  and  as  the  noble  soldier 
expressed  himself  in  Edinburgh,  when  the  freedom  of  the 
City  was  conferred  upon  him,  "The  object  of  the  Nation 
will  be  to  give  justice  to  the  people  we  have  conquered, 
to  teach  them  industrial  habits,  as  well  as  to  abstain  from 
acts  of  violence  and  dishonesty  among  themselves,  and  as 
education  and  civilization  go  hand  in  hand,  may  the 
former  be  established  at  once  in  order  that  we  may  uplift 
the  moral  and  social  standing  of  the  people."  Fraternal 
desires  are  these  indeed,  and  how  expressive  of  the  teach- 
ings of  our  Royal  Craft.  May  the  Nation,  the  Soldier, 
and  the  Mason  soon  accomplish  at  least  part  of  so 
glorious  an  undertaking. 

To  our  Companions  residing  in  the  great  Republic 
South  of  us  we  offer  our  sincere  sympathy,  as  well  as  con- 
gratulations. Many  who  have  past  the  portals  of  the 
chapter  have  realized  the  horrors  of  war,  a  condition  of 
affairs  that  must  appeal  to  every  heart,  to  every  soul,  and 
to  every  mind.     To  the  relatives  of  companions  bereaved 
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through  the  loss  of  dear  ones,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
from  any  cause  are  suffering  by  the  same  calamity,  we 
extend  our  sympathy  ;  and  to  the  Nation  who  has  taken 
so  prominent  a  position  in  assisting  the  spread  of  Christ- 
ianity and  civilization  throughout  the  world,  we  offer  our 
congratulations  in  connection  with  the  recent  victorious 
result  achieved. 

Reviewing  the  p^tst  year  Masonically,  I  find  little  of 
special  interest  to  chronicle.  It  is  pleasing  to  know  that 
peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and  that  our  relations  with 
sister  grand  jurisdictions  are  most  friendly.  I  regret  that 
so  little  has  been  accomplished  when  compared  with  what 
ought  to  be  done.  Personally  my  intercourse  with  sub- 
ordinate chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  should  have  been 
more  frequent  I  should  also  have  represented  this  Grand 
Body  at  several  convocations  held  on  this  Continent,  but 
my  absence  in  Europe  twice  during  the  year  prevented 
me  from  doing  those  things  that  I  would  like  to  have 
done,especiallythe  acceptance  of  kindness  and  hospitality 
extended  to  me  by  sister  jurisdictions. 

PROGRESS  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY. 

The  returns  from  the  various  chapters  show  that 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  gradually  but  surely  making  its 
influence  felt,  even  in  the  face  of  adverse  surroundings. 
While  a  few  are  not  so  interested  in  their  work  as  I  would 
desire,  others  are  doing  even  more  than  could  be  reason- 
ably expected. 

Capitular  Masonry  may  afford  but  little  opportunity 
for  show  and  display,  yet,  in  no  branch  of  our  order  are 
there  more  practical  and  instructive  lessons  taught  It 
has  its  mission  and  place  in  every  day  life,  and  nothing 
can  prevent  it  increasing  in  popularity  year  by  year, 
except  perhaps   our    own    indifference.     The    question 
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natttraliy  amcs:    Are  we  ourselves  to  blame  for  a  certain 
amount  of  skpsJhy  that  may  exist  ? 

Do  we  turn  the  search  I^ht  of  desre  into  every  nook 
and  corner  of  our  brains  to  make  the  Royal  Craftsman 
interested  and  ambitious  in  his  chapter  ? 

Do  we  take  every  legitimate  means  to  improve  our 
position  ? 

Do  we  take  the  trouble  to  inform  the  worthy  Crafts- 
man that  having  had  the  3rd  d^jee  conferred  upon  him 
does  not  complete  his  Masonic  education. 

Do  we  as  Most  Excellent  Masters  dispense  light  and 
knowledge  to  all  uninformed  Brethren  ? 

I  am  afraid  we  cannot  accuse  ourselves  of.being  over 
zealous  in  our  eagerness  to  do  all  that  might  reasonably 
be  expected  from  us,  or  as  the  grand  object  really  de- 
serves. 

Our  efforts  may  not  at  all  times  be  rewarded,  yet,  if 
we  persist,  we  may  bring  among  us  many  of  noble  ances- 
tory.  enriched  with  that  purity  of  heart  and  rectitude  of 
conduct  so  desirable  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  our 
Royal  Craft. 

OFFICIAL  VISITS. 

I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  closely  follow 
the  excellent  example  of  my  predecessors  by  visiting  each 
subordinate  chapter  in  the  jurisdiction.  I  fully  realize 
the  importance  of  such  visits,  and  it  has  been  with  much 
regret  thai  I  have  had  to  decline  many  kind  invitations. 

On  Nov.  17th,  I  visited  "Golden  Rule"  No.  i,  Sher- 
brooke,  accompanied  by  our  esteemed  Grand  Scribe  E, 
and  the  District  Supt.  E.  S.  Stevens.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E. 
S.  Foss,  and  others,  extended  to  us  every  kindness  and 
hospitality,  I  reg^ret  that  I  did  not  witness  the  well 
known  admirable  work  of  this  chapter,  the  two  candidates 
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for  advancement  being  absent^  owing  to  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances. It  was  pleasing  however  to  hear  petitions 
read  from  five  Craftsmen  desirous  of  reaching  the  climax 
of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 

The  following  day  I  proceeded  to  Granby,  again 
accompanied  by  Grand  Scribe  E,  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Stevens.  Our  official  representation  was  increased  by 
meeting  Very  Ex.  Comps.  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson,  W.  T. 
McLaurin,  G.  T.  Bell  and  Comp.  G,  Carson  from  Mont- 
real I  was  also  pleased  to  meet  Rt  Ex.  Comp.  Geo. 
Robinson  from  Waterloo,  as  well  as  Comp.  Rev.  W.  B. 
Longhurst,  and  Comp.  Palmer  Cox  of  Brownie  fame. 
The  beautiful  and  spacious  Hall  in  which  Dorchester 
Chapter  No.  4  meets  has  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 
Too  much  credit  cannot  be  extended  to  the  Masons  of 
Granby  for  their  enterprise  in  securing  such  magnificent 
accommodation,  and  although  the  Chapter  has  not  gained 
much  strength  numerically,  the  outlook  for  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  the  district  is  most  encouraging. 

Ex.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne  presides  over  the  Chapter 
in  his  usual  efficient  way,  and  although  again  disappointed 
at  not  witnessing  work,  I  was  gratified  to  hear  several 
petitions  read  for  advancement.  After  the  Chapter  closed 
we  were  entertained  in  a  most  hospitable  manner.  Stirring 
speeches  were  made  by  several  distinguished  companions, 
all  expressing  their  strong  attachment  to  freemasonry 
and  to  their  Grand  Chapter. 

Dec.  9th,  I  visited  Carnarvon  Chapter  No.  5,  accom- 
panied by  Most  Ex.  Comps.  I.  H.  Stearns,  D.  Seath,  J.  B. 
Tresidder,  and  W.  H.  Whyte ;  Rt.  Ex.  Comps.  Lt-CoL 
A.  A.  Stevenson,  G.  O.  Stanton,  Grand  J.,  C.  P.  O'Connor, 
Grand  Supt,  John  McLean,  and  Very  Ex.  Comp.  G.  T. 
Bell. 
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This  model  chapter  presided  over  by  Very  Ex.  Comp. 
Geo.  H.  Wilkinson,  has  had  a  year  marked  with  pheno- 
minal  success.  The  meeting  in  respect  to  numbers 
reminded  one  of  the  annual  meeting  of  a  Craft  Lodge. 
The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  held, 
and  in  nearly  every  instance  the  choice  was  unanimous. 

I  heartily  congratulated  the  Very  Ex.  Z.  and  officers 
of  this  Chapter  for  their  faithful  and  zealous  work  during 
the  year.  As  usual  their  well  known  hospitality  followed 
the  meeting  of  the  Chapter. 

On  Dec.  [2th,  I  visited  Montreal  Chapter  No.  7,  ac- 
companied by  Most  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Whyte,  Rt.  Ex. 
Comps.  G.  O.  Stanton,  G.  W.  Lovejoy,  John  McLean,  G. 
C.  Bown,  and  Ex.  Comp.  E.  L.  Patterson  of  Dorchester 
Chapter. 

Rt  Ex.  Comp.  LeMessurier,  so  well  known  to  this 
Grand  Body,  presided  over  the  destinies  of  this  Chapter. 
He  and  his  officers  have  done  excellent  work  during  the 
year.  We  were  fraternally  welcomed  as  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  including  all  the  honors  due  to  my  office  ;  after 
the  close  of  the  Chapter,  we  were  made  recipients  of  their 
well  known  and  unbounded  hospitality. 

Dec.  15th,  I  visited  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12, 
Sutton,  accompanied  by  Grand  Scribe  E,  Rt  Ex.  Comps. 
H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  Grand  H.,  and  G.  O.  Stanton,  Grand  J. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  conferred  on  two  candidates.  The  work  was 
simply  a  revelation  to  me,  accurate  in  language,  impres- 
sive in  delivery,  and  faultless  in  detail.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr. 
MacDonald  and  his  officers  deserve  every  praise  for  the 
personal  interest  taken  in  the  welfare  of  this  Chapter. 
Their  example  is  worthy  of  imitation. 

I  was  delighted  to  meet  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Noyes  at 
this   convocation,  he   was   kind    enough   to  deliver  the 
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Mystic  lecture  with  his  well  known  ability.  Rt  Ex.  Comp. 
O'Regan  is  still  untiring  in  his  interest  concerning  this 
Chapter  and  freemasonry  generally.  His  zeal  never  ap- 
pears to  languish.  At  the  close  of  the  Chapter,  we  were 
entertained  in  that  hospitable  manner  known  only  to 
those  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  visit  Sutton. 
Several  speeches  were  made  during  the  evening  by  pre- 
sent and  past  Grand  Chapter  officers,  including  Comp- 
E.  A.  Dyer.  The  prevailing  idea  seemed  to  be,  how  can 
we  best  promote  practical  freemasonry. 

I  did  not  visit  Mount  Hbreb  Chapter  on  the  14th  of 
December  as  intended.  I  regret  very  much  my  inability 
to  be  present  owing  to  another  engagement. 

INVITATIONS  FROM  OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 

Invitations  were  extended  to  me  by  the  Most  Ex.G. 
H.  Priests  of  several  sister  jurisdictions  to  attend  the  cele- 
bration of  their  Centennials,  all  of  which  I  had  to  decline 
reluctantly.     From  the 
M.  E.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York  for  Feb.  2nd. 

"     Rhode  Island  for  Mar.  12th. 

"  **  **     Connecticut  for  May  loth. 

WAIVER  OF  JURISDICTION. 

Following  the  example  of  my  predecessors,  I  gladly 
acceded  to  the  request  to  waive  jurisdiction  in  two  cases. 
To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  for  two  brethren  resid- 
ing in  this  Province,  but  nearer  Ottawa,  in  favor  of  Carle- 
ton  Chapter  of  that  city. 

To  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  to  receive  an 
application  from  a  brother  in  one  of  the  subordinate  chap- 
ters, who  lately  resided  in  Montreal,  but  who  had  now 
made  Halifax  his  permanent  abode. 
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During  the  year,  I  approved  of  minor  changes  in  the 
By-Laws  of  Mount  Horeb  and  Carnarvon  Chapters,  and> 
approved  of  revised  By-Laws  for  Mount  Sutton  Chapter 
all  changes  being  in  conformity  with  our  constitution. 

COMMISSIONS. 

I  have  caused  the  following  commissions  to  be  issued 
to  companions  to  represent  this  Grand  Chapter  near  the 
undermentioned  jurisdictions : 

Rt  Ex,  Comp.  Phillip  Kirby  Hickey,  near  Arizona. 
Rt  Ex.  Comp.  Judge  M.  D.  Smallman,  near  Tennessee. 
Rt  Ex.  Comp.  Sharon  Atkinson,  near  Colorado. 

The  following  commissions  near  this  Grand  Chapter 
having  expired  through  limitation  of  time,  I  have  pleasure 
in  recommending  to  the  several  jurisdiction  interested  the 
following  Companions : 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  T.  Pratten,  to  Maryland. 

Rt  Ex.  Comp.  C.  R,  Willis,  to  Kentucky. 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Jos.  Mitchell,  to  Tennessee. 
DISPENSATION. 

The  only  dispensation  issued  during  the  year  was  to 
Dorchester  Chapter  to  elect  and  instal  officers  at  a  date 
other  than  named  in  the  By-Laws,  owing  to  want  of 
quorum  upon  their  stated  meeting. 

DECISIONS. 

Very  few  questions  have  been  brought  to  my  notice 
during  the  year,  and  they  mostly  of  a  local  nature,  so  that 
I  do  not  deem  them  of  sufficient  importance  to  embody 
in  this  report. 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  by  the  aid  of  a  sound  cons- 
titution and  the  general  intelligence  that  prevails  in  the 
jurisdiction,  it  has  been  unnecessary  to  consult  your  pre- 
siding officer  for  his  opinion  on  any  subject  of  importance. 
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FRATERNAIv  DEAD. 

The  "  Grim  Reaper"  has  dealt  more  kindly  with  us 
than  with  several  of  our  sister  jurisdictions.  The  last 
summons  has  not  been  served  on  any  officer  of  this  Grand 
Body.  For  this  merciful  dispensation  of  Providence  we 
offer  our  grateful  thanks.  Members  of  subordinate  Chap- 
ters who  have  joined  the  great  majority  will  doubtless  be 
referred  to  by  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  several  dis- 
tricts. In  sister  jurisdictions,  Death's  tireless  activity  has 
gathered  in  several  most  honorable  and  beloved  com- 
panions. Unknown  to  us  in  some  cases,  except  by  their 
works,  may  we  read  in  their  lives  many  lessons  enjoining 
us  to  live  respected  in  order  that  we  may  die  regretted. 

To  those  Grand  Chapters  who  have  officially  com- 
municated to  us  the  names  of  departed  companions  we 
extend  our  consolation  and  sympathy.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  would  recommend  that  a  page  be  inserted  in  the 
report  of  the  year's  proceedings  containing  the  names  of 
our  fraternal  dead : 

IN  QUEBEC. 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Tyler. 

Rt  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Higginbotham. 

OTHER  JURISDICTIONS. 
-Wm.  James  Rhodes,  Deputy  G.H.P, 
-Samuel  Peete,  P.G.H.P. 
-Owen  Harrison  Henry.  P.G.H.P. 
-Wm.  A.  McLean,  P.G.H.P.  &  G.Sec'y. 
-Wm.  Abram.  Love,  P.  Deputy  H.P. 
-Geo.  And.  Quimby,  P.G.H.P. 
-Henry  Clay  Cook,  P.G.H.P. 
-John  Moses  Price,  P.G.H.P. 
-Wm.T.  Price,  Grand  King. 
-Joseph  Frey  Hindes,  P.G.H.P. 


IN 

Alabama. 

R.E.- 

Arkansas. 

M.E.- 

Colorado. 

M.E.- 

Florida. 

M.E.- 

Georgia. 

R.E.- 

Iowa. 

M.E.- 

Kansas. 

M.E.- 

M.E.- 

Maryland. 

R.E.- 

M.E.- 
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Michigan.     M.E. — Daniel  Strieker,  P.G.H.P. 
Minnesota.  M.E. — Oscar  LeRoy  Cutter,  G.H.P. 
West  Viiginia.    M.E. — Odd.  Squir   Long,  P.H.G.P.  and 
Grand  Secretary  for  many  years. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  my  com- 
panions, one  and  all,  for  their  unvarying  kindness  during 
my  term  of  office.  While  I  may  not  have  fulfilled  their 
expectations,  I  am  to  some  extent  at  least  conscious  of 
having  attempted  to  merit  their  confidence  by  discharging 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  the  several  duties  connected 
with  the  important  office  entrusted  to  me  a  year  ago. 

The  warm  and  valuable  friendships  formed  during 
my  time  of  office  will  always  serve  to  inspire  me  with 
renewed  zeal  for  an  institution  which  stands  alone  un- 
changed and  unchangeable,  the  same  yesterda>,  to-day, 
and  will  be  to-morrow. 

The  privilege  of  being  permitted  to  preside  over  a 
body  of  men  whose  object  in  life  is  the  love  of  truth, 
principle,  and  the  cause  of  right,  is  an  honor  never  to  be 
forgotten. 

The  assistance  and  advice  so  cheerfully  given  by  past 
presiding  officers  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions,  the 
generous  aid  extended  to  me  by  our  exteemed  Scribe  E. 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Whyte,  who  I  found  to  be  a  pillar 
of  strength,  made  the  past  year  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure, 
my  only  regret  being  its  brevity,  and  my  inability  to 
serve  you  better. 

And  now  Companions,  I  gratefully  resign  the  chief 
command,  together  with  the  sceptre  of  office,  trusting  that 
the  great  **  I  AM "  may  greatly  bless  and  prosper  this 
Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  all  companions  of  the  Royal 
Craft  throughout  the  world. 

B.  TOOKE, 
Grand  Fitst  Principal  Gtand  Chapter  of  Quebec. 
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Moved  by  M.  £•  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded  by 
M,  E.  Comp.  John  P,  Noyes,  and  carried  :  — 

That  the  address  of  the  ^I,  B.  the  Grand  Z.  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee  to  report  at  this  session. 


The  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  then  pre- 
sented their  reports. 

MONTREAL  DISTRICT. 
To  the  Most  ExctlUtii  Grand  Council,  Officers  and  Com- 
paniofis  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Quebec : 
In  accordance  with  my  duty,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
annual  report  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Montreal  District  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  during  my  term  of  office,  peace  and 
harmony  have  prevailed.  I  have  received  no  complaints  and  no  irre- 
gularities have  occured.  I  have  granted  permission  on  two  occasions 
for  the  Companions  to  wear  Royal  Arch  Regalia  and  Jewels  at  Masonic 
Festivals.  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  my  jurisdiction  several 
times  and  am  pleased  to  report  a  decided  increase  in  interest  in 
Capitular  Masonry  in  this  District.  The  officers  of  the  several  Chap- 
ters have  performed  their  work  in  a  superior  manner,  which  no  doubt 
accounts  for  the  increased  attendance  and  enthusiasm  shown.  The 
increase  in  membership  this  year  has  been  the  largest  for  some  time, 
and  from  present  prospects  the  coming  year  will  equal  if  not  exceed 
it.  The  number  of  Chapters  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  four, 
namely :  Carnarvon,  Mount  Horeb,  Montreal  and  Royal  Albert.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  installing  the  officers  of  Carnarvon  and  Montreal 
Chapters,  and  from  the  earnest  zeal  and  enthusiasm  shown  by  the 
several  occupants,  I  feel  sure  these  two  Chapters  will  have  a  very 
prosperous  year. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  following  deaths. 
Rt  Bz.  Comp.  Richard  Tyler,  Comp.  W.  M.  Briggs,  Comp.  A.  Meu- 
nier,  Comp.  Thos.  Hazelwood,  all  of  Mount  Horeb  Chapter.  Comp. 
Chas.  Hutchison  of  Royal  Albert  Chapter. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  several  Companion  who  have 
accompanied  me  in  my  official  visits,  and  for  the  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  shown  me  by  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  District* 
Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P.  O'CONNOR, 
Grand  Supt.,  Mofitteal  Disttici. 
Montreal,  Jan.  2i8t,  1S99. 


i8 


PROCBBDINGS  OP  THB 


EASTERN  TOWNSHIPS  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec, 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Eastern  Townships  District,  since  the 
last  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  in  a 
fairly  prosperous  condition  in  the  District,  no  complaint  or  irregularity 
having  been  reported  to  me  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control,  I  am  sorry 
to  have  to  report  that  I  was  only  able  to  visit  two  Chapters  out  of  the 
five  in  my  District,  namely  :  Golden  Rule  No.  i,  Sherbrooke,  and 
Dorchester  No.  4,  at  Granby. 

I  received  an  invitation  to  visit  Mount  Sutton  Chapter  No.  12,  on 
December  15th,  but  as  that  was  the  regular  meeting  night  of  Golden 
Rule  Chapter,  and  I  was  engaged  to  install  its  officers  that  night,  I 
was  unable  to  accept,  much  to  my  regret. 

I  wrote  Prevost  Chapter  No.  3,  Dunham,  twice,  and  tried  to 
arrange  a  visit,  but  received  no  reply  to  either  of  my  letters. 

I  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  on  November  17th,  of  accompany- 
ing the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z,  and  the  Most  Excellent  the 
Grand  Scribe  E,  on  their  official  visit  to  Golden  Rule  Chapter  No.  i, 
Sherbrooke,  and  on  November  i8th.  I  had  the  same  honor  in  visiting 
Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4,  at  Granby. 

Owing  to  unforseen  circumstances,  Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4,  was 
unable  to  elect  its  officers  at  the  stated  meeting  in  December,  and  on 
January  7th,  applied  to  me  for  a  dispensation  to  elect  its  officers 
January  i6th.  I  forwarded  the  application  to  th^  Grand  Scribe  E  for 
the  Grand  Z's  sanction,  which  I  am  pleased  to  state  was  granted. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  Companions  of  this  District  for  the  courtesy  and  acts  of  kindness 
shown  me  during  the  year. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  S.  STEVENS, 
Grand  SupL,  Eastern  Townships  District, 

Sherbrooke,  January  T7th,  1899. 
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STADACOMA  DISTRICT. 
To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Quebec 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  on  the  state  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Stadacona  District  for  the  year  189S. 

The  officers  of  Stadacona  Chapter  No.  2,  have  been  duly  installed 
and  look  forward  to  greater  success  towards  strengthening  the  Chap- 
ter this  coming  year. 

There  has  been  during  1898,  two  Exaltations  and  one  demit.  The 
membership  is  in  consequence  36. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  no  Convocation  was  held  during  the  year 
of  ShawetwgttDa  Chapter  No.  11,  at  Three  Rivers,  I  did  not  visit  it. 
However,  R.  B.  Comp^  Williams,  P.  G.  S.,  reports  to  me  that  their 
membership  is  unchanged  and  that  they  expect  that  they  will  have 
a  good  report  at  the  end  of  the  next  year  to  give  of  their  Chapter. 
*  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  LANGLOIS  B«LI<, 
Grand  Supt,,  Stadacona  DisiricL 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Miller,  seconded  by  R. 
E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Gladston,  and  carried  : 

That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  be  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


The  Grand  Scribe  E.  presented  his  report  as  follows  :  — 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 
To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand 

Chapter  of  Quebec. 

I  herewith  submit  my  sixth  annual  report  as  Grand  Scribe  E,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1898. 

Through  delay  unavoidable  on  the  part  of  your  Grand  Scribe  B, 
the  annual  proceedings  were  not  issued  as  quickly  as  the  previous 
year,  which  was  a  record  one,  and  which  I  had  hoped  to  again  equal. 

In  due  course,  I  received  certified  statements  of  installation  of 
the  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Stadacona  District  and  the  Grand 
Principal  Sojourner,  both  of  whom  were  not  present  at  the  installa- 
tion in  Grand  Chapter. 

COMMISSIONS. 

By  order  of  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z,  have  been  issued  from  this 
office  to  the  following : 
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February  17th,  1898.— R.  E.  Comp.  Phillip  Kirby  Hickey  of  Arizoiuu 
May  I3tii,  1898. — ^Judge  M.  D.  Smallman  of  Tenneaaee. 
May  13th,  1898. — R.  B.  Comp.  Sharon  Atkinson  of  Colorado. 

As  Grand  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter  near  their  res- 
pective jurisdictions. 

COMMISSIONS 

To  Companions  of  this  Jurisdiction,  issued  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
High  Priests  of  Sister  Jurisdictions,  were  received  during  the  year 
and  forward  to  the  appointees  as  follows : 
February  7th,  1898.— V.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  P.  Griffin,  from  Arizona. 
February  14th,  1898.— R.  E.  Comp.  H.  J.  Pratten,  from  Maryland. 
May  13th,  1898.— R.  E.  Comp.  C.  R.  Willis,  from  Kentucky. 

DISPENSATION 

Granted  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z,  was  issued  and  forwarded  to 
Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4,  at  Granby,  regarding  election  of  officers. 

I  accompanied  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z  upon  his  official  visits  to 
Golden  Rule  Chapter  at  Sherbrooke  ;  Dorchester  Chapter  at  Granby ; 
Mount  Sutton  at  Sutton,  and  Carnarvon  and  Montreal  Chapters  at 
Montreal.  

The  edition  of  Grand  Chapter  Constitutions  issued  in  1894  is 
about  exhausted,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  action  betaken 
at  this  session  towards  the  printing  of  another  issue. 

RETURNS. 

While  the  returns  have  come  in  more  promptly  than  usual,  there 
is  room  for  improvement  upon  the  part  of  several  01  the  S.  E's. 

Nine  returns  have  been  received  out  of  eleven  subordinates,  34 
candidates  have  been  received,  and  four  added  by  affiliation.  Eight 
members  have  withdrawn,  15  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.,  and  six  have 
died,  leaving  a  net  increase  of  9. 

The  Roll  of  Grand  Chapter  stands  at  536  members.  The  increase 
would  have  shown  much  better  had  not  one  Chapter  cleared  off  a 
large  quantity  of  dead  wood  by  suspensions. 

Five  Chapters  show  an  increase,  three  a  decrease,  one  is  stationery, 
and  two  Chapters  have  made  no  returns,  Nos.  3  and  10. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  Chapters  for  dues,  etc.,  for  the  year, 
are  {388.50,  which  has  been  duly  handed  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 

I  have  had  some  correspondence  regarding  the  formation  of  a  new 
Chapter  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  but  nothing  definite  has  as  yet 
transpired. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE, 

Grand  Scribe  E, 
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Moved  by  M.  E-  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder  seconded  by 
R.  K.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  B  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  Z. 


GRAND  TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  his  annual  statement  of 
receipts  and  disbursements,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  K.  Comp. 
H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  O.  Stanton, 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

GENERAL  FUND. 

Ai^BBRT  D.  Nbi^son,  Grand  Tilbasuiibr,  in  account  wrm  the 
M.  E.  THB  Grand  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  op  QxmBRC. 

Dt.  • 

1898 

January  25.    To  Balance  from  last  year $588  88 

Dec.       31.    To  Cash.    Interest  on  Deposit 812 

1899 

January  23.    To  Cash  from  Grand  Scribe  E • 38850 

f985  50 
January  25.    To  Balance  carried  forward . . .  •  $444  35 


1898 
April  19. 

-  19. 
May  26. 

*'    26. 

•*  26. 
Aug.  27. 
Sept.  22. 

1899 
Jan.    23. 


By  Cash — ^Transferred  to  Benevolent  Fund |2oo  00 

By  Cash— Paid  for  G.  C.  Certificates... 40  00 

By  Cash—    *  *    G.  S.  E.  Postoge  Proceedings. 15  00 

By  Cash—    *  *    Perrault  Co. ,  Prtg  Proceedings. ...  1 25  00 

By  Cash —    '*            do           Printing  account....  1450 

By  Cash—    "    Tyling  two  Sessions. 1000 

By  Cash—    **    E.  Cox  *  Co.,  EngniTing  Paper. ..  8  00 

By  Cash —    "    Grand  Scribe  E's  account : 

Postoge |7  80 

Stotionery 4  50 

Telegrams 185 

Express  Charges 2  75 
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Travelling  Expenses. 8  75 

Fee,  Grand  Scribe  B 50  co 

75  65 

Jan.  23.    By  Cash'-Paid  Perrault  Co .' 300 

"    25.    By  Cash— Temple  Company  for  Vault 50  00 

By  Balance  to  next  year 444  35 


$^S  50 


Audited  and  found  correct, 
Montreal,  January  24th,  1899. 


I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E   CHANNELL. 


BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

Al^BBRT  D.  NBI.SON,    GRAND  TrEASXTRBR,    IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THB 

BBNBV0I3NT  Fund  op  thb  Grand  Chaptbr  op  Qubbbc. 

Dr. 
1898 

January  25.    To  Balance  from  last  year I689  24 

April      29.    To  Cash  transferred  from  general  account 200  00 

Dec.       31.    To  Cash  Interest  on  Bank  Deposit 2461 

I9i3_85 
1899 
January  24.    To  Balance ;••••  $91385 

Cr. 
1899 
January  24.    By  Balance  carried  forward*. $91385 

Audited  and  found  correct, 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 
Montreal,  January  24,  1899. 
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The  Grand  Scribe  E  on  behalf  of  the  Chairman  of  Foreign 
Correspondence  presented  the  report  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence, (see  appendix) . 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  be  received  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 


The  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittees: 


On  thr  Aodrbss  of  the  Grand  Z.— M.  E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes, 
M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell. 

On  thb  Rbports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents.— R.  E. 
Comp.  A.  R.  Fraser,  R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell,  and  V.  E.  Comp. 
J.  T.  Gladston. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.— R.  E.  Comp.  W. 
M.  LeMessurier,  R.  £.  Comp.  E.  S.  Stevens  and  E.  Comp  C.  R. 
Thurber. 


GRAND  CHAPTSR  OP  QU8BBC. 


25 


EVENING   SESSION. 

Grand  Chapter  resumed  labor  in  Evening  Session  at  8.30 
p.m.,  presided  over  by  the  following  Officers : 

M.  E.  Comp.  B.  ToOKB Gnmd  Z. 

R.  E.     **  H.  LbRoy  FuixER.  . . .  •  "  H, 

R.  E.    *•  Gbo.  O.Stanton.,...     '*  J. 

M.  E.    "  Wii,!^  H.  Whytr "  S.  E. 

R.  E.    "  Joseph  Luttrbi.]:^  - . .     *  *  S.  N. 

R.  E.    "  Gbo.  a.  MitWR '*  P.  S. 

V.  E.    **  J.  T.  Gi^adston •*  A.  S. 

V.  E.    •*  Gbo.  T.  Bbi^u •*  J.  S. 

V.  E.     *  •  W.  T.  McLaurin • '  Purvt. 

V.  E.    *'  J.  H.  Lam)ndb '*  Steward. 

«♦  John  Lawrbncb **  Janitor. 

And  other  officers  as  at  the  afternoon  session. 


The  Committee  on  the  address  of  the  M.  K.  the  Grand 
Z,  reported  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRAND  Z'S 
ADDRESS. 

To  the  Ai.  E.  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec* 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  beg  to  report  as  follows  : 

They  fully  agree  with  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z  that  it  is  matter  for 
congratulation  that  we  are  permitted  to  meet  in  Annual  Conclave  for 
the  aand  time,  and  renew  old  friendships  as  well  as  to  form  new  ones, 
which  your  Committee  sincerely  hope  will  prove  alike  pleasant  and 
profitoble.  They  further  hope  with  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z  that  '*  Peace 
on  Earth  and  Good  Will  among  Men  '*  will  maintain,  to  which  may 
be  added,  and  among  Nations, 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  Pro- 
vince continues  to  make  onward  prpgress,  and  feel  that  while  the 
increase  in  numbers  is  not  as  great  as  could  be  wished,  yet  we  are  satis- 
fied that  the  class  of  men  admitted,  is  in  itself,  a  proof  that  our  insti- 
tution merits  the  approval  of  the  best  and  most  earnest  workers 
in  the  ranks  of  Craft  Masonry. 
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We  also  agree  with  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z  that  much  more  might 
be  done  for  the  welfare  of  Capitular  Masonry,  if  more  general  interest 
in  it  were  taken  by  its  members,  feeling  satisfied  that  the  results  to  be 
attained  would  fully  compensate  for  the  time  and  trouble  they 
devoted  to  it,  and  that  none  should  rest  satisfied  with  having  the 
privilege  of  enjoying  the  benefits  of  membership  in  the  Royal  Craft 
themselves,  without  insfincting  uninformed  and  worthy  brothers  of  the 
the  Craft  Lodges  to  complete  their  Masonic  education  which,  as 
such  can  only  be  done  by  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch 
degree. 

We  rejoice  with  the  Grand  Z  in  his  remarks  on  the  signal  victory 
obtained  by  our  111.  Bro.  Lord  Kitchener,  and  his  gallant  company  at 
Khartoum,  and  recognize  with  him  its  correct  beneficial  effects  on  the 
great  work  of  civilization. 

We  also  join  with  him  in  sympathy  and  congratulation  to  our 
Companions  of  the  Great  Republic  to  the  South  of  us  for  their  losses 
as  well  as  for  the  great  victory  obtained  by  them  in  the  late  war,  and 
sincerely  trust  that  it  will  result  in  great  good  to  mankind  and  in  the 
interest  of  our  Royal  Craft. 

Your  Committee  feel,  that  considering  the  many  calls  made  upon 
the  time  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z,  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  made  as  many  visits,  and  devoting  so  much  of  his  valuable 
time  to  the  interests  of  this  Grand  Body. 

Your  Committee  feel  justified  in  making  special  note  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  address  which  refers  to  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  Carnarvon  Chapter,  and  join  with  him  in  congratulations. 

Your  Committee  join  with  the  Grand  Z  in  mourning  the  loss  of 
eminent  Companions  who  have  carried  up  their  work  for  inspection, 
and  endorse  the  recommendation  for  memorial  pages  in  our  proceed- 
ings. 

We  also  endorse  his  official  actions  as  set  forth  in  his  address  and 
congratulate  him  upon  the  fact  that  harmony  has  prevailed  to  such  a 
marked  degree  during  his  occupancy  of  the  chair  of  Grand  Z. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  P.  NOYES, 
JOHN  B.  TRESIDDER, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

Moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Tresidder,  seconded  by  M. 
E.  Comp.  J.  P.  Noyes,  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 


GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  QUEBBC. 
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The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts,  presented  their  reports  as  follows  : 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Compa- 
nions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Areh  Masons  of  Quebec: 

Your  Committee  have  carefully  reviewed  the, several  reports  of 
the  Grand  Superintendents  placed  in  our  hands  and  find  that  peace, 
prosperity  and  harmony  exist  throughout  the  several  districts  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  are  pleased  to  note  a  tangible 
increase  in  the  membership  of  the  Royal  Crafl,  while  the  prospects  of 
a  greater  addition  in  the  near  future  are  bright  and  encouraging.  We 
regret  to  note  the  non-assembling  during  the  year  of  one  Chapter  and 
hope  for  its  speedy  revival. 

We  note  a  complaint  of  an  apparent  discourtesy  by  one  Scribe  B 
in  not  forwarding  a  reply  to  correspondence  addressed  by  the  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  District,  and  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  such 
omissions  of  duty  shall  not  be  repeated. 

In  the  absence  of  any  recommendations  by  Grand  Superinten- 
dents, our  duties  called  for  no  further  criticsm.  , 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted, 


Montreal,  January  24,  1899. 


ARCH.  R.  PRASER, 
J.  T.  GLADSTON, 
JOSBPH  LUTTRELL. 


Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Praser,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Joseph  Luttrell,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
presented  the  following : 

To  the   Most  Excellent    the    Officers  and  Companions   of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec: 

Yoiir  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  the  report  of  Grand 
Scribe  B.  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  congratulate  Grand  Chapter  on  the 
evidences  contained  in  same,  and  that  a  fair  measure  of  prosperity  has 
attended  Grand  Chapter's  affairs  during  the  past  year.  There  has 
been  the  usual  increase  in  new  members,  offset  a  little  more  than  usual 
by  the  number  cut  off  for  non-payment  of  dues,  but  showing  a  net 
increase  on  the  whole  of  nine  on  roll. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  an  improvement  on  the  part  of  Subor- 
dinate Chapters  in  making  returns  more  promptly.  Still  much  re- 
mains to  be  desired  in  this  respect,  and  it  would  be  well  to  remind 
Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts  that  it  is  particularly  one  of  their 
duties  to  urge  the  Subordinate  Chapters  under  their  control  to  fully 
comply  with  constitutional  requirements  regarding  making  said 
returns. 

The  receipts  from  Chapters,  $388.50^  appears  to  be  fully  up  to  the 
average,  which  must  be  satisfactory  to  all. 

We  would  recommend  Grand  Chapter  to  authorize  the  neces- 
sary issue  of  a  further  edition  of  Grand  Chapter  constitutions  as 
those  printed  in  1894  are  exhausted. 

We  notice  reference  to  the  delay  in  issuing  last  annual  proceed- 
ings, and  feel  sure  our  Grand  Scribe  E.  always  takes  every  necessary 
precaution  to  press  forward  the  publication  of  same. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  possibility  of  having  a  new  Chapter 
in  the  Eastern  Townships.  If  same  materializes,  we  have  no  doubt 
care  will  be  taken  that  the  interests  of  existing  Chapters  in  that  Dis- 
trict are  not  prejudiced  thereby. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  our  Grand  Scribe  E  continues  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  his  office  with  the  same  zeal  and  ability  that  has 
characterized  his  work  in  the  past 

All  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  LbMESSURIER, 
C.  R.  THURBER, 
E.  S.  STEVENS. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp  W.  M  LeMessurier,  seconded 
by  E.  Comp.  C.  R.  Thurber.  and  carried  : 

That  the  report  of  the  Committee  be  received  and  adopted. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence,  to  which 
was  referred  the  Grand  Treasurer's  Statement,  reported  : 

Tdf  the  Most  Excellent  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  and  Benevolence  have  much  pleasure 
in  reporting,  that  they  have  examined  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of 
Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct,  and  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  General  Account  to  be  $449.35  and  that  of  the  Benevolent 
Account  $913.85. 

Both  these  amounts  are  deposited  with  the  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Halifax. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

I.  H.  STEARNS, 
H.  E.  CHANNELL. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Channell,  and  carried : 
That  the  report  be  roceived  and  adopted. 


The  Committe  on  Jurisprudence  presented  the  following 
report: 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Council^  Officers  and  Compa- 
nions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  Grievance  and  Appeals  have 
much  pleasure  in  reporting  that,  owing  either  to  the  peaceable  char- 
acter of  the  Companions,  or  the  unusual  clearness  of  our  Constitution, 
no  difficulty  has  occured  in  this  Jurisdiction  within  the  past  year, 
calling  for  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  faculties  which  your  Committee 
is  admitted  to  possess  in  a  marked  degree. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN.  P.  NOYES, 

W.  M.  lbmessurier. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J,  P.  Noyes,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  M.  LeMessurier,  and  carried  : 
That  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 
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ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  M.  E.  Ac  Grand  Z.  requested  M.  E.  Comp.  David 
Seath,^  M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  and  M.  E.  Comp. 
John  B.  Tresidder,  to  act  as  Scrutineefs»  The  election  of 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  being  then  proceeded  with, 
Most  E.  Comp.  B.  Tooke,  was  unanimously  re-elected 
Grand  First  Principal  Z,  The  M.  E.  Comp.  while  heartily 
thanking  the  Companions  courteously  declined  owing 
to  pressure  of  business  engagements.  The  final  result  of 
the  ballot  as  reported  by  the  scrutineers  was  then  declared 
as  follows : 

R.  B.  Comp.  H.  I/eRoy  Puller,  Sweetsbnrg Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  O.  Stanton,  Montreal Grand  H. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Bruce  Payne,  Granby Grand  J. 

M.  £.  Comp.  A.  D.  Nelson,  Montreal Grand  Treaa. 

M.  £.  Comp.  Will.  H.  Whyte,  Montreal Grand  Scribe  B. 

V.  B.  Comp.  J.  H.  I^onde,  Montreal Grand  Scribe  N. 

V.  B.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson,  Montreal ..  Grand  Prin.  Soj. 

The  following  Companions  were  nominated  by  the 
Representatives  of  their  respective  Districts  as  Grand 
Superintendents. 

R.  B.  Comp.  Chas.  P.  0*Connor Montreal  District 

V.  B.  Comp  R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.  D Bastem  Townships  District. 

V.  B.  Comp.  James  Woods Stadacona  District. 

These  nominations  were  declared  confirmed  by  the  M« 
E.  the  Grand  Z. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  seconded 
by  R«  E.  Comp.  G.  O.  Stanton,  and  carried  : 

That  the  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  be  extended  to  the  Companions 
who  acted  as  scrutineers. 
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The  Most  E.  Comp.  H.  LeRoy  Fuller,  Grand  Z.  sub- 
sequently made  the  following  appointments : 

V.  £.  Comp.  J.  p.  Hicks. •  •  Grand  Asdstant  Sojourner. 

G.E.Clark "    Jnnior 

*•        **        C.  J.  Williams **    Pursuivant 

*'        E.  L.  Patterson **    Steward. 

C.  ILThurber '* 

"^        **        Geo.  Wollam ** 

V.  E.  Comp.  James  Woods  subsequently  declined  the 

office  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Stadacona  District, 

the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  appointed  R.  £.  Comp.  J.  Langlois 

Bell,  the  retiring  officer,  to  continue  in  said  office. 

STANDING  COnniTTEES. 

On  Jurltpradenoo.  QrltvancM  ind  Appsalt. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  P.  Noyes •  •  •  Sweetsburg,  Chairman 

R.  E.      *'      W.  M.  LeMessurier Montreal. 

R.  E.      "      R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers. 

On  Fereign  Relationt  uni  CorrMpondmce. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers Quebec,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      "      Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal. 

R.  E.      * '      Henry  Davidson Sherbrooke. 

On  Fbiancs  and  Bentvolsnce. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Steams Montreal,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      •'      Edson  Fitch Quebec. 

R.  fi.      ''      H.  E.  ChanneU Stanstead. 

On  Crsdtntltlt. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      **       J.  Langlois  BeU Quebec. 

R.  E.      "      R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.  D Sutton. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

At  the  request  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z,  M.  E.  Comp. 
F.  Edgar  acted  as  Installing  Officer. 

M.  E.  Companions  I.  H.  Stearns  and  J.  B.  Tresidder 

acting  as  Grand  Marshals  then  presented  the  following 

officers-elect,  who  were  installed,  invested  and  proclaimed 

according  to  ancient  usage : — 

M.  E.  Comp.  H.  LeRoy  Puller. . . . Grand  First  Principal  Z. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  O.  Stanton Grand  Second  Principal  H. 
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The  Excellent  Companions  re-elected,  were  duly  pro- 
claimed in  their  respective  offices. 

The  Most  Excellent  then  sUted  that  the  Grand 
Officers,  elect  and  not  present  at  the  Installation,  would 
be  installed  in  their  respective  chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  ample  form  at 
10.15  p.m. 


Qrand  Chapter  Library. 

The  Grand  Scribe  £.  acknowledges  with  many  thanks  the  follow- 
ing periodicals,  received  regularly  fro.n  the  publishers,  in  exchange 
for  Grand  Chapter  Proceedings.  These  publications  are  kept  on  fyle 
in  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Temple  Club  in  the  Montreal  Temple. 


Voice  of  Masonry Chicago 

American  Tyler Detroit 

Masonic  Chronicle Columbus 

Trestle  Board San  Francisco 

Square  and  Compass Denver 


Masonic  Constellation.. St.  Louis 

Masonic  Journal Portland 

Masonic  Token Portland 

The  Orient Kansas  City 

The  Kansas  Freemason .  .Wichita 
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Officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  flasons 
of  Quebec,  1899-1900. 


M.  £.  Comp.  H.  J>Roy  Puller,  M.D.Sweetsbnrg. Grand  Z. 

R,  E.      **  GeaO.  SUnton Montreal...  '*  H. 

R.  E.      *'  J.  Bruce  Payne Granby *♦  J. 

M.  E.      "  A.D.Nel8on Montreal...  **  Treasurer. 

M.  E.      '•  Will.  H.Whyte Montreal...  •*  Scribe  E. 

R.  E.      "  J.  H.  Lalonde Montreal ...  "  Scribe  N. 

R.  E.      **  Geo.  H.  Wilkinson. •••  St.  Johns...  **  Principal Soj. 

V.  E.      '*  J.P.Hicks *•  AssistantSoJ. 

'*  G.  E.  Clark "  JuniorSoj. 

"  C.J.Williams *'  Pursuivant. 

*•  E.  If.  Patterson **  Steward. 

**  C.  R.Thurber ** 

**  Geo.  Woollam w *• 

Qrand  Superinteiidsntt  of  Districts. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor,  Montreal.... Montreal  District 

R.  E.      "      R.T.Macdonald,M.D.,Sutton.Eastem  Townships  District 

R.  E.      *'      J.  LangloisBell Stadacona  District 

Standing  Committees. 

^  On  Jurisprodenet,  Qrltvsncos  and  /ipptsls. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  P.  Noves Sweetsburg,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      •*      R.W.Williams Three  Rivers. 

R.  E.      *'      W.  M.  LeMessurier Montreal. 

Or  Fortlqn  Rolstlons  and  Corrsspondsnot. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers. Quebec,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      **      Will.  H.Whyte Montreal. 

R.  E.      "      Henry  Davidson • .  .Sherbrooke. 

On  Finance  and  Bentvolcnct. 

M.  E.  Comp.  I.  H.  Stearns Montreal,  Chairman. 

M.  E.      **      EdsonPitch Quebec 

R.  E.      '*      H.  E.  Channell SUnstead. 

On  Crtdontlali. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal,  Chairman. 

R.  E.      **      J.  I^ngloisBell Quebec. 

R.  E.      "      R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.D Sutton. 

Address  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E, 

WILL.  H.  WHYTE. 

P.  O.  B035 1207,  Montreal,  P.  Q. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
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PROCBSDINGS  OF   THE                                                          1 

Qrand   Superintendents  of  Districts  since  the 

Organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter 

of  Quebec. 

Montreal 
District. 

Eastern  Townships 
District. 

Stadacona 
District. 

1876-77... 
1877-78... 
1878-79..- 

;K::: 

1881-83... 

1883-84... 

1884-85... 

1885-86... 

1886-87.. 

1887-88... 

1888-89... 

1889-90... 

1890-91... 

1891-92... 

1892-93... 

1893-94- . . 

1894-95..- 

1895-96. . 

1896-97... 

1899-00... 

^Thomas  Milton.  • . 

W.  M.  LeMessurier 

*( 

John  McLean. «.. 

Will.  H.  Whyte... 
^Joseph  Martin... 

A.  G.  Adams..     .. 
It 

H.  S.  Couper 

Arch.  R.  Fraser. .. 
«( 

John  B.  Tresidder. 
Geo.  O.Stanton... 

H.S.  Couper 

G.  A.  Miller 

John  Wilson 

Joseph  Luttrell.   . . 
C.  P.  O'Connor.... 

tH.  W.Wood,  M.D. 
JStevens  Baker.. .. 
James  Addie 

John  P.  Noyes.... 
H.  £.  Channell.... 
Rev.W.  H.Nye... 
H.  E.  Channell. . . . 
D.  Darby 

JChris.  Stavely 

H.  J.  Pratten 
«( 

*F.  T.  Thomas 

Charles  Knowltfs 
It 

Geo.  0.  Tyler 
R.  W.  Williams     ' 
H.  Griffith 
JH.  J.  Miller 

Henry  Griffith 
E.  T.  D.  Chambers 
JHy.  Russell,  M.D. 
JHenry  Walters 

Henry  Griffith 
II 

James  Ellis 
J.  Langlois  Bell 

A.  D.  Stevens,M.D. 

M.  B.  Schofield... 

IE.  J.  Raymond . . . 

«* 

JS.  Lebourveau. . . . 
G.  W.  Oilman 

Henry  Davidson... 

W.R.  Peters 

W.H.  O'Regan... 

E.  S.  Stevens 

R.  T.  Macdonald.. 

*  Deceased. 

t  Demitted. 
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Roll  of  Officers  and  Members  of  Subordinate 

Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction. 

3IST    DECEM  BE 

R,    1898.- 
1,  SHERBROOKE. 

QOLDEN  RULE  CHAPTER  No. 

Organized  April  22nd, 

182 1. 

rieets  on  the  Third  Thursday  of  each  month.               | 

OFFICERS. 

T  A  Tate Z                     G  H 

Rflw1in« S   N 

C.  R.  Thurber H.            1      W.  C 

XVtt  W 11119  *•.  ......  \j»   1,^  . 

►  Fuller P.  Soj. 

T.  Kessler J.                   A.  C. 

Lytle S.  Soi. 

H.Davidsou Treas.            Jas.  Sangster Jr.  Soj.       1 

A.  G.  Sjolander S.  K.        !      J.  Chesney ••Janitor.      | 

PAST  OFFICERS. 

J.  H.  Graham.... P.Z. 

M.B.  Schofield...? 

Z.    E.S.  Stevens. ...P.Z. 

James  Addie *' 

B.  W.  Lee 

'      E.S.  Foss. " 

E.  B.True " 

Henry  Davidson  • 

*   ;  Alex.  Ames P.H. 

C.  S.  Channell...    " 

G.H.  Presby 

*      H.  A.  Channell..     " 

H.  E.  Channell. . .    " 

A.  G.  Sjolander.. 

*      Chas.  Kenrich...    '* 

MEMBERS. 

Charles  S.  Channell 

A.  G.  Siolander 
Henry  Davidson 

C.  R.  Thurber 

Clark  Gordon 

Charles  Webb 

F.  D.  BuUerfield 

Alexander  Ames 

J.  H.  Armstrong 

H.  A.  Channell 

H.  D.  Eraser 

J.  N.  Boucher 

Wm.  D.  Clark 

Samuel  Cooper 

J.  A.  Tate 

Arthur  Wilcox 

John  Richards 

A.  G.  Hawker 

A.  G.  Lomas 

A.  B.  McDonald 

E.  T.  Cleveland 

John  H.  Graham 

John  H.  Barker 

John  McMorine 

James  Addie 

Wm.  S  Ross 

T.  D.  Newell 

Edwin  S.  Foss 

Charles  Keurick 

W.  A.  Richardson 

Arch.  M.  Greenshields 

T.  L.  Brown 

W.  A.  Bennett 

George  H.  Presby 

W.  J.  Forsyth 

W.  C.  Fuller 

E.  Burt.  True 

N.  Nicholson 

John  Cameron 

Ben.  W.  Lee 

John  H.Wright 

Thomas  Currie 

A.  L.  Grindrod 

Jesse  Martin 

William  Somerville 

Alexander  Ross 

James  Sangster 

A.  C.  Lytle 

Robert  C.  Cull 

W.  A.  Morehouse 

H.  W.  W.  Johnson 

George  Williamson 

W.  A.  Hampshire 

W.  J.  Pleasance 

Wm.  H.  Turned 

J.  J.  Penhale 

A.  W.  Colby 

H.  Ed.  Channell 

L.  J.  Chandler 

I.  H.  Bryant 

M.  B.  Schofield 

G.  H.  Rawlins 

J.  A.  Swan 

John  h  Wilfred 

Charles  Nelson 

G.  A.  Eraser 

John  Chesney 

H.  T.  Martin 

Rev.  T.  H.  Wright 

Charles  E.  Lee 

W.  R.  Leet 

Jas.  A.  Swan 

S.  W.  Jenckes 

J.  0.  Duncan 

Michael  Knight 

W.  W.  Bailey 

W.  S.  Gilkerson 

Jacob  Kessler 

E.  S.  Stevens                  W.  W.  Baker 

' 

PKOCEEDINCS  OF  THK 


STADACONA  CHAPFER  No.  X  QUEBEC. 

OrgMjdzed  November  iTtli.  1S54. 

fleets  on  Third  Wednesday  of  each  month,  exoeptinf 
Jane,  Jnly,  Aof^ust  and  5efiteniber. 

OFFICIERS. 


James  P.  Hicks ■  Z. 

A-  E.  Seilert H. 

C.  A«BeuUiiier J. 

Charles  Knowles Treas. 

A.  J.Colston S.E- 


C.  L.  A.  Knhring S.  N. 

W.M.  Andrews P.  So|. 

Archibald  Simons S.  Sog. 

J.  A.  BelliTcan Jr.  S(§. 

H.  McQaeen. Janitor. 


PAST  OFFICERS. 


Edson  Fitch P.Z. 

B. T.D.Chambers  ** 
James  Dunbar. ... 
Henry  J.  Pratten.    •' 


Charles  Koowles.P.Z. 
Henry  Griffith. . .    '* 
G.  Rolt  White. .-    ** 
James  h.  Bell '• 


James  BUis 

James  Woods.  •• 
James  Copeman- 


.P.Z. 
PJ. 


MEMBERS. 


James  Dnnbar 
E.  H.  Dnval 
Edson  Fitch 
Henry  Griffith 
Charles  Knowles 
Carl  Kuhring 
Chas.  McKenzie 
Wm.  McWilliams 
Henry  J.  Pratten 
G.  T.  Phillips 
G.  Rolt  White 
E.  T.  D-  Chambers 


F.  A.  Palkenbnrg 
James  Woods 
J.  Langlois  Bell 
Henry  levers 
Hector  McQueen 
H.  B.  Sample 
James  Ellis 
James  Copeman 
Albert  E.  Seifert 
Ed.  A.  Evans 
Robt  M.  Stocking 
James  P.  Hicks 


J.  W.  Rvder 

O.  E.  McKeon 

G.  W.  Parmelee 

C.  A.  Benthner 

W.  M.  Andrews 

Arch.  Simons 

A.  J.  Colston 

J.  A.  Beliveau 

A.  C.  Davie 

Rev.  E.  J.  Etherington 

A.  P.  Roy 

E.  C.  Whiting. 
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PREVOST  CHAPTER  No.  3,  DUNHAfl. 


Organized  8th  February,  i860. 


Meets  Thursday  before  Full  Hoon  of  each  month. 


OFFICERS. 


Thos.  G.  Sykes Z. 

Geo.  Doherty H. 

A.  H.  Holden J. 

B.  A.  Longeway Treas. 

David  Camming S.  E. 


Homer  Ingalls S.  N. 

Geo.  R.  Longeway P.  Soj. 

John  F.  Yeates S.  Soi. 

A.  D.  Stevens J.  Soj. 

Robert  Doherty Janitor. 


PAST  OPPICBRS. 


H.  LeRoy  Fuller. P.Z.I  G.  R. Longeway.. P. Z.  Homer  Ingalls. .. P.Z. 

T.Frank  Wood..    '*   i  W.A.Taylor.  ...    *'  B.  A.  J^ongeway . .    ** 

EdsonKemp '*    |  Rev.  H.  W.  Nye.    "  Robert  Doherty.      '* 

A.  D.Stevens....    ** 


M  BMBBRS. 


A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D. 

Walter  A.  Taylor 

Edson  Kemp 

H.  LeRoyFuller,M.D. 

Ct.  R.  Longeway 

Hiram  Seeley 

E.  E.  Spencer 

T.  F.  Wood 

I.  B.  Seeley 

Thomas  Wood 


C.  H.  Hall 
H.  H.  Hastings 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
B.  A.  Longeway 
Robert  Doherty 
H.  B.  Chadburn 
A.  L.  England 
Homer  Ingalls 
Rev.  A.  H.  Visser 


Jno.  F.  Yeates,  M.  D. 
E.  L.  Jenne 
Thos.  G.  Sykes 
George  Doherty 
David  Cummings 
John  F.  Guillette 
A.  H.  Holden 
John  Watt 
Geo.  F.  L.  Fuller 


:tt.  z¥k^ 


'J9T1J 


Z. 

a. 


-.   -P  Sir. 


i-E. 


G«ic 


>*s?  omciEBs. 


;  f  5tv7«..      ,rj^  A,  E.  X:::*  .— 

-PJL  ;. :,  **2a 

oe...^F-H. 

-r.   K.iM-^^M,...           -TO  P^tfMece 

.-    -       D.  I^ATia 

I F-H. 

'/i*v,  H  A:>t«.^  .    "      Tt.  E-PcJ<«»,,. 

.-    -      J.F-  H«Z. 

F.\ 

/^  K   luJ^AmfM..           F.  E.  Fjinipi>ort 

lu   *       S.  F.  Skn 

r. F.;- 

;/  l/«rVr'""'"           J- Bnaar  F»TTie- 

-.    •• 

wnr 


'/,  H,  a:  ^ 


John  '^n*A%fnm 

(  .  U,  VttrmeUt 
( ,9o,  (f.  Hotter 


A.  W,  Fettcs 

J.  W.  Garland 
W.  E.  PetexB 
A.  H.  Msilj 
U  B.Jeoknift 
'A .  J.  Farber 
Arch,  McDonald 
O,  E.  Sarage 
Wns.  Mootford 
H.  S.  Green 
fieorge  Grant 
H.  A.  Vcmng 
R.  %  Marrton 
John  MacFarlaae 
A.  C.  Ljrtle 
R.  F.  Shaw 
W.  H.  Graham 


E.  L.S.PMtcnon 

WB.AtkZBK« 

Jao-  Sl  OThrrer 

JoOl  \TWtM 

Rer.  W.  B. 
;■  B.  Pkye 

F.  B.  FainSWftii 
NMCitdiea 
P.S.Iolaader 
W.R.  Horner 
John  lincoln 
WilHam  Goold 
Rer.  A.  C  Wilson 
F.  W.  Taylor 

W.  Pillsworth 
A.  Chalmers 
D.  R.  OowleT 
A.  J.  Fisher' 
A.  Herbert 
O.  H.  Jadunan 


GRAND  CRAPTBR  OF  QUBBKC.                                      4'        1 

CARNARVON  CHAPTER.  No.  5. 

MONTREAL. 

Organized  March  8,  1861 

. 

neets  Second   Friday  of  each  month,  excepting  June,     | 

July  and  August. 

OFFICERS. 

J.  Ireland  PhUlips.... 

...Z.                   H.R.Hale S.N.           1 

n.  A.  Vonnflf 

.,H.                    T.  A.  Gmmatm P.  Soi.         1 

MJ%    <&•     X  VUUK  ••••    •••• 

T    li   'IVesidfler 

».  J.                   Wm.  Sharp S.  Soj.        | 

.  -.Tr^fts              Ed    Rvd 

ler J.  Soj. 

wrence Janitor. 

J  •    X>«     X  A  CBIVftUd   •  •  •  •   •  •  • 

D.  McL.  Brophy 

..S.  E.              John  La 

PAST  OFFICERS. 

I.  H.  Steams P.Z. 

Fred.  Massey  •••. P.Z. 

G.H.Wilkinson..  P.Z. 

Frank  Edgar '* 

W.E.Cooper....    " 

J.  H.  Isaacson P.H. 

Will.  H.Whyte..    '* 

C.  P.  O'Connor..    ** 

W.S.Walker....    " 

David  Seath '* 

W.T.Anderson..    " 

C.  J.  Williams....    " 

J.  B.  Tresidder...    '* 

E.W.  T.  Raddon     ** 

Henry  Ashton ** 

A.A.Stevenson..    " 

Geo.  C.  Bown....    " 

C.  S.  Ellis " 

W.  R.  Cnthbert..    " 

JohhT.  Gladston.   " 

James  Patterson . .  P.  J . 

J.  K.  Whyt •• 

MEMBERS  : 

A.  A.  Stevenson 

J.  T.  Gladston 

W.  S.  Scudder 

I.  H.  Steams 

James  Patterson 

J.  M.  Bowden 

J.  H.  Isaacson 

Wm.  Henry 
W.  S.  Ward 

G.  F.  Latty 

Prank  Edgar 

Wm.  Sharp 

Rev.  L.  C.  Wurtele 

G.  H.  Wilkinson 

C.  W.  Macdonell 

W  R.  Cnthbert 

E.  McConkey 
C.  R.  Cornell 

G.  H.  Stott 

James  K.  Whyte 

W.  G.  Cole 

Will.  H.  Whyte 

C.  S.  Ellis 

L.  P.  Mead 

George  C.  Bown 

W.  J.  Wight 

C.  G.  Wilkinson 

Mona  Lesser 

L.  E.  Trudeau 

J.  E.  Macfarlane 

W.  S.  Walker 

J.  I.  Phillips 

W.  E.  Ward 

W.  E.  Cooper 

T.  J.  Church 

J.  L.  Beaudry 

David  Seath 

W.  J.  Barlow 

W.  A.  Cooper 

Fred  Massey 

W.  A.  Williams 

J.  H.  Macfarlane 

Wm.  Ainslie 

W.  J.  Gardner 

E.  A.  Thomas 

Hngh  Vallace 
Robert  J.  I^timer 

D.  A.  Young 

Ed.  Upton 

W.  L.  Hogg 

Wm.  Greig,  jr. 

J.  B.  Tresidder 

P.  O.  Giroux 

Ed.  Ryder 

And.  Baile 

E.  J.  Renshaw 

H.  R.  Hale 

D.  R.  Spriggins 

W.  H.  Magwood 

Wm.  Patterson 

T.  J.  Potter 

A.  Cotton 

A.  B.  Sennat 

C.  P.  O'Connor 

F.  H.  Hackett 

A.  W.  Harrigan 

George  P.  Brown 

J.  W.  Thompson 

E.  C.  Thurber 

Wm.  A.  Matley 

John  Rome 

F.H.  Barr 

W.  T.  Anderson 

W.  B.  Stephens 

Chas.  Cavanagh,  M.D. 

C.  J.  Williams 

H.  Higginbotham 

C.  A.  Smart 

Harry  Ashton 

C.  J.  Brown 

W.  H.  McManus 

S.  S.  Kimball 

T.  A.  Emmans 

D.  McL.  Brophy 

B.  Wolowitch 

F.  W.  McKinney 

Henry  Briggs 

Henry  Plow 

PROCBKDINGS  OF  THB 


MOUNT  HOREB  CHAPTER  No.  6,  HONTREAL. 

Or^ganized  December  loth,  1863. 

fleets  Second  Wednesday  of  Each   ilonth,  exceptini^ 
June,  July  and  Aus:ust. 

OFFICERS  : 


M.  B.  White Z. 

J.G.  Reid H. 

W.  S.  Haire J. 

Charles  McLean Traas. 

Carroll  Ryan S.£. 


Oswald  Fielding S.N 

W.  S.  Peard P.  Soj. 

S.  Solomon S.     *• 

L.  N.  Bonneau Jr.    *' 

John  Lawrence Janitor. 


PAST  OPFICBRS 


C.  R.  Willis P.Z.   H.S.  Couper P.Z.  J.  P.  Griffin P.Z. 

Henry  Dunne. ...   "      John  Wilson ' *      J.  H.  Lalonde. ...   " 

Geo.  O.  Tyler....   **      S.  S.  Grant **      Geo.  E.  Weldon..P.J. 


MBMBBRS  : 


Alex.  Nelson 
W.  L.  Perego 
C.  R.  Willis 
G.  E.  Weldon 
John  Wilson 
G.  O.  Tyler 
H.  S.  Couper 
Henry  Dunne 
G.  L.  Fischer 
G.  R.  Locker 
And.  Hardie 
Jos.  Reiber 
P.  A.  Crosby 
J   H.  Lalonde 
C.  Byrd 
John  Lawrence 
S.  S.  Grant 
J.  B.  Terry 
N.  Circe 


J.  P.  Griffin 
VV.  J.  G.  Proctor 
S.  McClatchie 
W.  DeMoulpied 
R.  Ellerton 
Chas.  McLean 
Joseph  Dixon 
O.  Fielding 
D.  Leblanc 
Jas.  A.  Ogilvie 
Jos.  Youngheart 
S.  J.  Ritchie 
J.  F.  Thorn 
J.  G.  Reid 
M.  B.  White 
C.  A.  Lamb 
Walter  Moyes 
Richard  Pring 


John  E.  Jones 
Ernest  Pearse 
W.  S.  Peard 
A.  Brown 
F.  W.  Knowlton 
W.  J.  Haire 
A.  H.  Winfindale 
E.  H.  McGilvray 
T.  H.  Bailey 
E.  Packard 
Gilbert  Jones 
S.  Soloman 
J.  A.  McGilvray 
J.  W.  Sutherland 
Thos.  Dyment 
Wm.  Harvey 
N.  L.  Bonneau 
C.  J.  Strong 
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nONTREAL  CHAP'I  ER  No.  7, 

MONTREAL. 

Organized  December  187 

0. 

fleets  on  Second 

rionday  of  each  month,  exceptlnsr        1 

June,  July  and  Aus^ust.                                1 

OFFICERS  : 

W   T-  MoLAurin 

. .  z                     Wm   Hostler S  N. 

Georg#t  Woollam  •  • .  •  • 

. .  H.                  John  Gouldthorpe P.  Soj . 

.J.                    Jas.  S.  Somerville S.  Soj. 

Wm.  Burry 

John  Mcl^n 

..Treas.       .      F.  C.  Manhire J.  Soj. 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

. .  S.  E.          1     John  Lawrence Janitor. 

PAST  OFFICBRS  : 

A.  G.  Adams P.Z. 

Joseph  Mitchell.. P.Z. 
William  Hill " 

John  Street.. ••..P.H. 

John  McLean....   ** 

A.  Redlich *' 

W.M.LeMessurier  " 

C.  A.  Humphrey.   " 

John  Moore " 

J.  C.  Thurston..  .   *' 

Geo.  O.Stanton..   " 

Jno.  B.  Pyke P.J. 

A.  A.  Stevenson . .  " 

Joseph  Luttrell..   '* 

MBMBBRS. 

A.  A.  Stevenson 

W.  J.  Kerr 

Wm.  Burry 

A.  W.  Akerman 

J.  M.  Ferguson 

W.  H.  Brown 

A.  G.  Adams 

W.  T.  McLaurin 

R.  J.  Lowery 

John  McLean 

Geo.  Carson 

Walter  Laurie.  Jr. 

John  Street 

Geo.  Lamb 

John  Gouldthorpe 

J.  C.  Thurston 

Geo.  WoUam 

John  Kingan 

Joseph  Mitchell 

Wm.  Hostler 

William  Beadie 

W  M.  LeMessurier 

A.  H.  Hersey 

R.  Thomeloe 

C.  A.  Humphrey 

W.  B.  Clark 

S.  J.  Simpson 
J.  B.  Saul 

J.  J.  Coleman 

C.  0.  Clark 

Wm.  Hill 

Henry  Beaumont 

M.  Cochenthaler 

T.  R.  Doran 

A.  L  Lockerby 

H.  J.  Cregeen 

G.  0.  SUnton 

J.  E.  de  Hertel 

T.  A.  Morrison 

J.  B  Pyke 

Amos  Cowen 

F.  C.  Manhire 

J.  T.  Rosen 

W.  S.  Brown 

B.  Spedding 

J.  Luttrell 

Charles  Austin 

W.  H.  Blair 

Albert  Redlich 

Levi  Workman 

Horace  Davis 

F.  Patenaude 

J.  S.  Somerville 

James  Croil 

John  Moore 
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ROYAL  ALBERT  CHAPTER  No. 

8.  MONTREAL. 

OfKBttized  PrfwuMv  iH, 

[871. 

• 

ntets  on  Third  nonday  of  flarch,  June,  September  and     | 

Deoeniber. 

OFFICERS  : 

w   w  Wilflon Z                     1   T    Robaon S.N 

G.T.BeU H.                  H.  G.  EUiott P.S. 

H.Brophy J.                    J.  A.  Clarke. S.& 

B.T.Scott Treas.            ILJ.  Inglia. J.S. 

R.  Ma  SimfMoiia S.H.               Wa  H.  Norkett Janitor. 

PAST  OFPICBRS  : 

Frank  Edgar P.Z.  J.  Ca  Wilson P.Z. 

H.W.  Atwater... P.H. 

I.  H.  Steama '      G.W.Lovcjoy.M.D  " 

A.  D.  Nelson •      Geo.  A.  Miller  ..    *• 

CW.  Hagar... ..P.I. 

E.  M.  Renonf...    •* 

Rev.RaW.Nonnan  *•  •  B.  Tooke. *' 

R.S.  Kinghom..    ** 

A.R.  Fraser *'      C.  F.  Dawsou •• 

MBMBBRS  : 

Frank  Edgar                '  E.  M  Renonf 

H.  L.  Lyman 

William  Miller                B.  Tooke 

D.  C.  McNaughton 

I.  H.  Stearns                ]  John  Porteous 

W.  F.  Egg 

A.  R.  Fraser 

C.  F.  Dawson 

Jas.  Renwick 

H.  W.  Atwater 

H.  A.  Hutchins 

G.  G.  Robinson 

A.  D.  Nelson 

S.  W.  Ewing 

John  G.  Poole 

C.  W.  Hagar 

G.  T.  Bell 

Fred.  W.  Barlow 

Rev.  R.  W.  Norman 

R.  S.  Kinghom 

J.  A.  Clarke 

Brock  Willet 

John  Simmons 

R.  J.  liglis 

G.  A.  Miller 

Fred.  Haworth 

J.  Lowe,  Jr. 

K.  T.  Scott 

Henry  Brophy 

D.  F.  Smith 

G.W.  Lovejoy,  M.  D.  ,  E.  W.  Wilson 

R.  M.  Simpson 

T.  P.  Butler                     J.  J.  Robson 

H.  G.  Elliott 

J.  C.  Wilson                    E.  H.  Brown 

J.  F.  Reddy 

Sir  Melbourne  Tait         W.  E.  Bradshaw 

A.  L.  White 

Alex.  McDougall            Wm.  Buell 
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BEDFORD  CHAPTER  No.  10,  BEDFORD. 


Organized  August  3rd,  1880. 


rieets  Tuesday  before  Full  Hoon  each  rionth. 


OFFICERS. 


GeotgeS.  Walsh Z. 

George  B.  Crellar H. 

E.  W.  Morgan J. 

Edward  Coslett    Treas. 

S.  E. 


G.  H.Jones,  Sr.... S.N. 

E.  F.  Currie P.  Soj. 

D.  A.  Hart S.  Soj. 

G.  A.  Coslet Jr.  Soj. 

F.  J.  Borden Janitor. 


PAST  OPFICBRS. 


Hobart  Butler. ...RZ. 
Rev.  H.  W.Nye..    '* 
Geo.  W.  Gilman..    *' 


W.  A.  Shelters. 

F.  H.  Throop.. 

G.  A.  Coslet.... 


P.Z. 


H.  H.  Hastings. .  P.Z. 

S.  Coslett P.J. 

J.  M.  Hill.  Jr....    " 


MBMBBRS. 


Hobart  Butler 
Rev.  H.  W.  Nye 
Geo.  W.  Gilman 

C.  A.  Rice 
W.  O.  Breck 
H.  C.  Hall 

H.  H.  Hastings 
E.  A.  Burret 

D.  A.  Hart 
N.  M.  Blinn 


B.  T.  Rice 
Geo.  A.  Coslett 
Edward  Coslett 
Samuel  Coslett 
L.  J.  Burnell 
J.  M.  Ferris 
W.  H.  Smith 
G.  A.  Jones,  Sr. 
W.  A.  Shelters 


F.  H.  Throop 
F.  J.  Borden 
H.  A.  Blackwell 
E.  J.  Taylor 
Geo.  S.  Walsh 
Geo.  E.  Crellar 
J.  M.  Hill,  Jr. 
Edwin  F.  Currie 
Edw.  W.  Morgan 


¥' 


rBcr.zeM9EC4  or  THf 


SHAWENEGAM  CHAPTER   No.   IK   THREE  RIVERS. 


iyf%^m/jA  Jannarv  i^tli^  :^N- 


rkcu  First  WedoesOjiy  off 


noath. 


OFFICEItS. 


A,  D.Ritchie Z. 

Wtn.  Wiftllacc H. 

K.  A.  Br«iii«n •••!. 

U.  W.  WillUaw Tn 


W.  F.  Admir a  N. 

F.  F.  Farmer P.  Soj. 

S.S03 

Thos,  H.Adair J.  Soi. 

O.  B^langer Janitor. 


.     PAST  OPFICBBS. 

i\,  O.Tyler ••«•••  P.Z.    I.  H.  Stearns P.ZJ  A«  D.  Ritchie.  ...P.Z. 

R    W.  WiUism*..    **      D^vid  Seath.   ...     *   1  B.  N.  Pike P.H. 

W.  B.  Smith "      F.  F.  Farmer "  I 


MgMBBRS. 


i>iu  (>.  Tyler 
H.  W.  Rutterfieia 
1.  11.  Stearnn 
David  HcMth 
K.  W.  WilliamN 
F.  V,  Farmer 
W.  1)  Smith 


A.  D.  Ritchie 
J.  V.  Nicol 
K.  N.  Pike 
J.  A.  Woodman 
William  Wallace 
F.J.  Argall 
r.  H   AiTair 


J.  W.  Smith 
James  Tebbutt 
R.  C.  Argall 
W.  F.  Adair 
J   A.  A.  Hudon 
R.  A.  Braman 
O.  B^langer 
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MOUNT  SUTTON  CHAPTER  No.  12,  SUTTON. 


Organized  January  12,  1895. 


Meets  First  Saturday  after  Full  iloon. 


OPFICBRS. 


Geo.  E.  Clark Z. 

H.  A.  Parsons H. 

F.  A.  Olmstead J. 

E.  R.  Shepard Treas. 

G.  N.  Thompson S.  E. 


C  S.  Rackard vS.  N, 

H.  H.  Dyer P.  Soi. 

P.  A.  Jenne S.  Sen. 

E.  Ralston J.  Soj. 

Geo.  M.  Norris Janitor 


PAST  OPFICBRS. 


John  P.  Noycs  . 
W.  H.  O* Regan. 
W.  Macfarlane.. 


..P.Z. 


C.C.  Dyer P.Z. 

R.  T.  Macdonald,  M.  D *' 


MBMBBRS. 


John  P.  Noyes 
W.  H.  O'Regan 
Eugene  A.  Dyer 
R.T.  Macdonald, M. 
P.  A.  Olmstead 
H.  A.  Parsons 
G.  E.  Clark 
R.  Curley 
W.  Macfarlane 
Charles  C.  Dyer 
N.  J.  Wvatt 
A.  W.  Westover 


H.  F.  Darrah 
F.  H.  Page 
E.  E.  Gleason 
D.   E.  R.  Shepard 
H.  H.  Dyer 
J.  M.  Ruiter  ' 

Rev.  W.  P.  Chambers 
L.  J.  Demers 
E.  E.  Mills.  I 

A.  E.  Ralston 
i  M.  M.  Harris 


J.  McC.  Sterke 
G.  N.  Thompson 

E.  G.  Curley 
C.  S.  ScoEeld 
C.  S.  Rackard 

F.  A.  Jenne 
E.  A.  Bigelow 
J.  A.  McMillan 
C.  W.  Shepard 
E.  O.  Dyer 
Geo.  M.  Norris 
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Representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  near 
other  Grand  Chapters. 

GRAND  CHAPTERS.  REPRESENTATIVES.  RESIDENCE. 

Alabama Henipr  H.  Matthews Montgpmery 

Arizona Phillip  K.  Hickey Phceniz 

Arkansas T.  M.  Horsfall Hazen 

California * W.  Buckley  Davis Sacramento 

Canada D.  F.  Macwatt  Barrie,  Ont. 

Colorado Sharon  Atkinson Greeley 

Connecticut E.  Tweedy Danbury 

Delaware.. Alfred  G.  Coz Middleton 

District  of  Columbia J.  M.  Yznaga Washington 

Florida Robert  J.  Perry Key  West 

Georg^ ...B.H.  Reed Waycross 

Illinois. .  • William  L.  Milligan Ottawa 

Indiana Isaac  P.  I^ydon New  Albany 

Indian  Territory Hon.  Selw>  n  Douglass. . .  Oklahoma 

Iowa Richard  Hermann Dubuque 

Kansas W.  G.  Graham,  M.  D .  • . .  Winfield 

Kentucky J.  W.  Hopper Louisville 

Louisiana Andrew  Hero,  Jr New  Orleans 

Maine Joseph  M.  Hayes Bath 

Maryland Charles  F.  Achey Baltimore 

Massachusetts. B.  Sanford,  Jr Brockton 

Minnesota W.  J.  Hahn Minneapolis 

Mississippi B.  A.  Vaughan Columbus 

Missouri W.  M.  Williams Boonville 

Montana J.  J.  Hindson Helena 

Nebraska Geo.  T.  Sprecher Norkfolk 

New  Brunswick George  M.  Jarvis Moncton 

New  Hampshire G.  P.  Cleaves Concord 

New  Jersey G.  B.  Edwards -  .Jersey  Heights 

New  York Charles  McCarty Gouvemeur 

Nevada < William  Sutherland Virginia  Citv 

North  Carolina S.  Douglas  Wait Raleigh 

North  Dakota H.  M.  Wheeler Grand  Forks 

Nova  Scotia William  Crowe. Halifax 

Ohio R.  C.  Lemmon.... Toledo 

Oregon John  J.  Spencer McMinville 

Pennsylvania John  McKain Duquesne 

Rhode  Island W.  C.  T.  Wardwell Bristol 

South  Carolina J.  H.  McKessick Union 

South  Dakota Ivan  W.  Goodner Pierre 

Tennessee M.  D.  Smallman McMinville 

Texas R.  M.  Elgin Houston 

Vermont Marsh  O.  Perkins Windsor 

Virginia Leslie  J.  Talbott Lynchburg 

Washin^on Ralph  Guichard Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia Hugh  Sterling Wheeling 

Wisconsin W.C.Swain Milwaukee 
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Representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec. 

GRAND  CHAPTERS.  REPRESENTATIVES.  RESIDENCE. 

Alabama C.  P.  O'Connor Montreal 

Arizona J.  P.  Griffin ** 

Arkansas •.  Joseph  Luttrell ** 

California Prank  Edgar ** 

Canada Will.  H.  Why tc 

Colorado D.  Darby Waterloo 

Connecticut ,..   «*tB.  Tooke Montreal 

Delaware H.  Dunne '* 

District  of  Columbia G.  A.  Miller *« 

Florida A.G.Adams " 

Georgia P.  Masaey *' 

Illinois A.D.Nelson " 

Indiana Edson  Pitch Quebec 

Indian  Territory John  Wilson Montreal 

Iowa John  McLean '* 

Kansas W.T.Anderson ** 

Kentucky C.  R.  Willis 

Louisiana.- Hy.  Davidson Sherbrooke 

Maine James  Dunbar,  Q.C Quebec 

Maryland H.  J.  Pratten ** 

Massachusetts J.  B.  Tresidder Montreal 

Minnesota John  P.  Noyes,  Q.C Sweetsburg 

Mississippi 

Missouri W.  M.  LeMessurier Montreal 

Montana W.  A.  Taylor Waterloo 

Nebraska G.  H.  Presby Sherbrooke 

New  Brunswick Arch.  R.  Praser Montreal 

New  Hampshire I.  H.  Stearns '* 

New  Jersey David  Seath ** 

New  York J.  H.  Graham,  LL.D Richmond 

Nevada Charles  Knowles Quebec 

North  Carolina Rev.  H  W.  Nye Bedford 

North  Dakota R.  W.  Williams Three  Rivers 

Nova  Scotia Henrv  Griffith Quebec 

Ohio E.  T.  D.  Chambers ** 

Oregon E.  S.  Stevens Sherbrooke 

Pennsylvania. A.  A.  Stevenson.  ..••••..  Montreal 

Rhode  Island H.  E.  Channell Stanstead 

South  Carolina H.  S.  Couper Montreal 

South  Dakota W.  H.  O^Regan Sutton 

Texas George  O.  Stanton Montreal 

Vermont J.  Bruce  Payne Granby 

Virginia • 

Washin^on George  E.  Robinson Waterloo 

West  Virginia A.  D.  Stevens,  M.D Dunham 

Wisconsin H.  L.  Puller,  M.D Sweetsburg 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES. 

ANNUAL 
GRAND  CHAPTERS.  CONVOCATION.   GRANDSECRETARIES.    ADDRESS. 

Alabama December. . .  H.  C.  Armstrong Montgomery 

Xri7x>na November  . .  Geo.  J .  Rosknige Tucson 

Arkansas November  .  .James  A.  Henry Little  Rock 

California April Thos.  H.  Caswell San  Francisco 

Canada. January.  . . .  G.  J.  Bennett Toronto,  Ont. 

Colorado September . .  E.  C.  Parmelee Denver 

Connecticut May James  McCormick ....  Hartford 

Delaware January James  H.  Price  Wilmington 

Dist  of  Columbia. .  December. . .  A.  W.  Johnson Washington 

Florida yiay Thos.  G.  Hutchinson  .Jacksonville 

Geor^a. April W.  A.  Wolihin Macon 

Illinois October Gilbert  W.  Barnard. . .  Chicago 

Indiana October. . . .  William  H.  Sm3rthe. .  •  Indianapolis 

Indian  Territory  .  August Joseph  S.  Murrow  ...  Atoka 

Iowa July Alf.  Wingate Des  Moines 

Kansas February. . .  .Jacob  DeWitt Selina 

Kentucky October Henry  B.  Grant Louisville 

I^ouisiana February. . . .  Richard  Lambert New  Orleans 

Maine May Stephen  Berry Portland 

Maryland ...  November  . .  George  L.  McCahan . .  Baltimore 

Massachusetts.  • . . .  December. .  .J.  A.  Blake Boston 

Michigan January Jefferson  S.  Conover . .  Cold  water 

Minnesota October Thomas  Montgomery .  St.  Paul 

Mississippi February.... J.  L.  Power Jackson 

Missouri .  .  April.. ......  William  H.  Mayo. ...  St.  Louis 

Montana September* .  Cbrnelius  Hedges.  • . .  Helena 

Nebraska. December. . . William  R.  Bowen . . . Omaha 

Nevada June Chauncey  N.  NotewareCarson  City 

New  Brunswick. . .  April John  A.  Watson St.  John,  N.  B. 

New  Hampshire. . .  May George  P.  Cleaves ....  Concord 

New  Jersey May George  B.  Edwards. ..  Jersey  City 

New  York February.. . .  Christopher  G.  Fox. . .  Buffalo 

North  Carolina. . . .  May Horace  H.  Munson . . .Wilmington 

North  Dakota June Frank  J.  Thompson. . .  Far^ 

Nova  Scotia June D.  H.  Campbell Halifax 

Ohio October E.  Hagenbuch Urbana 

Oregon June Jas.  F.  Robinson.. .  .Eugene 

Pennsylvania December. . .  Charles  Cary Philadelphia 

Quebec January Will.  H.  Whyte Montreal 

Rhode  Island March William  R.  Greene* . .  Providence 

South  Carolina ....  February. . . .  J.  T.  Barron Columbia 

South  Dakota June George  A.  Pettigrew.  *  Flandreau 

Tennessee January Wm.  A.  Clendening . .  Nashville 

Texas December. . .  George  Lopas,  Jr Houston 

Vermont June Warren  G.  Reynolds. .  Burlington 

Virginia November  . .  Jas.  P.  Blanks Petersburg 

Washington June Yancy  T.  Blalock Walla  Walla 

West  Virginia November  . .  John  W.  Morris Charleston 

Wisconsin February. . . .  John  W.  Laflin Milwaukee 

G.  G.  Chapter Trien-1900. .  Christopher  G.  Fox . . .  Buffalo 


1 


In  Memoriam. 

Dorchester  Chapter  No.  4. 

WII.LARD  FULLER,       -        -        February  28th,  1897. 


riount  Horeb 

Chapter 

No.  6. 

Wm.  M.  BRIGGS 

- 

September, 

1898. 

ALFRED  MEUNIER 

- 

October, 

1898. 

THOMAS  HAZLEWOOD 

- 

December, 

1898. 

E.  HIGGINBOTTOM,  P.G.S.N. 

January, 

1899. 

Royal  Albert 

Chapter 

No.  8. 

CHARLES  HUTCHISON 

March  14th, 

1898. 

APPENDIX 


jReport  nn    fcr^ijn   «^n[e^pontee. 


BY- 


E    T.  D-  CHAMBERS,  P.  Q.  Z. 


To  the  OA.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec: 


RATEFUL  for  the  confidence  shown  him  by 
his  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec,  in  continuing  him  in  the  office  of 
Grand  Chapter  Reviewer,  and  fully  appre- 
ciative of  the  generous  reception  accorded 
his  work  in  bygone  years,  by  his  Companion 
Reviewers  of  other  jurisdictions,  the  under- 
signed once  more  brings  up  his  work  for  inspection,  and 
asks  for  it  the  indulgent  consideration  of  his  readers. 

In  the  pages  which  follow,  every  volume  of  proceedings 
that  has  reached  him  during  the  last  year,  will  be  given 
at  least  a  passing  notice. 


2  Ali^ABAMA — A&IZOKA« 

ALABAMA— 1897. 

Quebec  was  represented  by  Companion  Henry  H.  Mat- 
thews at  the  71st  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Alabama  held  at  Montgomery  on  December  6th 
and  7th  1897. 

M*  E.  Companion  Josiah  Jernigan,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided  in  the  Grand  East,  and  delivered  a  pleasant 
address,— expressive  of  satisfaction  at  the  opportunity  of 
renewing  sweet  associations  of  bygone  days,  and  of  grati- 
tude that  alter  a  year  of  perils  and  'disasters,  so  many  of 
the  Companions  were  permitted  to  convene  in  annual 
assemblage. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  year  proved  a  fairly  pros- 
perous one  for  the  Order^  but  sorry  to  find  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  found  it  necessary  to  judge  of  the  growth  in 
membership  by  the  numerous  requests  received  for  autho- 
rity to  confer  degrees  out  of  statutory  time. 

A  membership  of  1023  was  reported  in  the  jurisdiction. 

M.  E.  Companion  P.  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mitte  of  Foreign  Correspondence  reviews  the  proceedings 
of  Sister  Grand  Chapters  in  an  interesting  paper  of  about 
80  pages,  in  his  usual  concise  yet  masterly  manner. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Josiah  Jernigan,      -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  H.  Clay  Armstrong,   -    Grand  Secretary^ 

ARIZONA— 1897. 

The  very  neat  volume  before  us  from  Arizona  contains 
the  record  of  the  eighth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  which  was  held  on  November  loth  and  nth 
1897. 

The  convocation  opened  in  the  Cave  of  the  Copper 
Queen  Mine  in  the  town  of  Bisbee,  and  no  Grand  Chapter 


ARIZONA. 


had  ever  such  a   Chapter  Room'  for   its  meeting   place 
before. 

The  following,  from  the  able  pens  of  Comp.  N.  A. 
Morford  of  "Arizona"  Chapter,  No,  i.  and  Bro.  Herbert 
Brown  of  "Tucson"  Lodge,  No.  4,  will  convey  a  faint 
idea  of  the  magnificence  of  the  wonderful  Copper  Queen 
Cave,  the  fame  of  which  has  spread  both  far  and  wide  : 

•*The  cave,  which  is  probably  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  an  extreme  height  of  about 
one  hundred  feet  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  point,  was  lighted  by 
electricity.  Eighteen  thousand  feet  of  wire  have  been  used  for  the 
purpose,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  lamps  were  used,  some  of 
them  one  hundred  candle  power.  In  the  east  hung  a  brilliant  letter 
G,  three  feet  in  height,  and  studded  by  thirty-five  electric  lights  of 
sixteen-candle  power,  a  thing  of  beauty  and  joy  in  itself.  In  the  vast 
space  overhead  the  lights  formed  a  great  square  and  compass,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  points  of  the  extended  compass  being  one  hundred 
feet  and  the  length  of  each  leg  being  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet. 
The  figure,  the  strength,  the  symmetry,  the  polished  alabaster,  the 
glittering  wealth  of  gold  and  jewels  of  King  Solomon's  temple  were 
here  dazed  and  dimmed  ^into  insignificance  by  the  brilliancy,  the 
abounding  wealth  of  exquisite  forms  of  beauty,  the  majestic  splendor 
of  huge  abutments  literally  covered  by  the  most  delicate  tracery,  the 
flash  of  a  million  jewels ;  the  bold  outline  forms  of  grandeur  and 
strength,  clothed  in  glittering  delicate  chiseling,  such  as  no  human 
hand  has  ever  wrought,  the  stupendous  dome  of  the  mountains  above 
borne  upon  those  noble  and  beautiful  pillars,  and  all  fresh  from  the 
hand  of  the  Supreme  Graud  Architect  of  the  Universe,  filled  one  with 
the  overwhelming  emotions  of  surprise,  of  delight,  of  adoration. 

Stalactites  from  the  size  of  a  drop  of  water  to  that  of  the  giant 
tusks  of  some  antediluvian  monster  hung  suspended  from  the  roof, 
and  beneath  the  white  glare  of  the  electric  light  they  danced  and 
shimmered  like  icicles  in  the  sun.  Singly  and  in  cluster,  some  in  blue 
and  some  in  white,  of  all  lengths  and  shapes,  these  stalactites  cover 
the  roof,  while  among  them  in  labyrinthine  irregularity  glitters  the 
crystal  ooze. 

On  the  north  side,  almost  opposite  to  where  the  cave  was  first 
broken  into  the  lime,  God  has  created  the  fairest  creatures  of  his 
handiwork,  and  what  King  Solomon  wrought  in.  years  was  here 
fashioned  in  a  single  night ;  but  a  night  that  knew  no  day,  nor  the 
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sound  of  axe,  hammer  or  tool  of  iron  till  the  operative  workman, 
agreeably  to  the  designs  drawn  upon  the  trestle  board,  revealed  its 
hidden  treasures.  Here  are  the  steps,  the  pot  of  incense,  the  bee-hive, 
the  hour-glass  and  waterfall.  The  steps,  whiter  than  Parian  marble, 
lead  upward  and  into  an  inezplored  beyond ;  the  bee- hives,  apparently 
made  from  great  coils  of  alabaster  rope,  are  from  two  to  ten  feet  in 
diameter  and  six  feet  high.  East  of  these  is  the  waterfall,  stayed 
midway  in  its  descent  by  some  hypnotic  hand ;  white  and  awe-ins- 
piring in  its  silent  grandeur  is  this  seemingly  stilled  torrent  of  foam- 
ing waters  that  ere  it  slept  had  dashed  its  spray  on  hummocks  of  ice 
in  a  thousand  fantastic  shapes  sparkled  in  the  light.  There  are  cur- 
tains and  veils  behind  which  no  man  may  enter,  woven  white  and 
transparent  in  the  Cimmerian  darkness.  The  whole  aspect  of  the  cave 
is  one  of  entrancing  and  bewildering  loveliness,  and  he  who  can  gaze 
without  awe  upon  the  grand  scene  has  no  beauty  in  his  soul.  A  suf- 
ficient portion  of  the  cave  for  the  use  of  the  Masons  had  been  floored 
and  seated,  and  there  beneath  that  great  dome,  seventy  feet  overhead} 
and  surrounded  by  such  glitter,  such  beauty,  such  streng^th,  such 
overwhelming  sense  of  location,  such  nearness  and  such  a  dependence 
upon  the  immediate  handiwork  of  the  Supreme  Grand  High  Priest, 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Arizona  was  called  on  by  the  M.'.  E.'.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Comp.  Morris  Goldwater. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary make  pleasant  reading,  and  from  the  latter^s  tabular 
statement  we  learn  that  the  five  subordinate  chapters  in 
this  jurisdiction  have  a  membership  of  214. 

There  is  no  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  M.  Ormsbv,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  J.  Roskruge,  -    Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Arkansas  has  reason  to  be  proud 
of  its  printer.  Its  proceedings  are  issued  in  plain,  bold 
type  which  much  facilitates  their  perusal. 

Those  before  us  just  now  contain  a  record  of  the  49th 
annual  convocation,  which  was  held  at  Little  Rock  on  the 
17th  November  1898. 


ARKANSAS.  5 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Antonio  B. 
Grace,  made  quite  an  elaborate  address  containing  a  num- 
ber of  timely  and  useful  suggestions.  He  joins  in  the 
chorus  of  many  other  watchful  overseers  of  the  work',  in 
pleading  for  less  haste  in  rushing  candidates  through  the 
several  degrees  of  symbolic  and  capitular  masonry. 

He  mourns  the  re-election  from  year  to  year  of  the 
same  officers  of  Chapters,  and  believes  rotation  in  office  a 
sound  principle.  We  cannot  altogether  subscribe  to  this 
opinion.  Preferment  amongst  masons  should  be  based 
upon  merit  alone.  It  is  not  always  advisable  to  be  guided 
by  the  belief  that  new  brooms  sweep  clean,  and  the  laud- 
able ambitition  for  preferment  on  the  part  of  younger 
members,  should  not  always  be  gratified  when  an  efficient 
set  of  officers  already  fills  the  chairs.  In  our  jurisdiction 
we  find  no  desire  on  the  part  of  officers  to  retain  office  in 
the  subordinate  Chapters  for  an  unduly  long  period  ;  our 
principal  grievance  in  this  respect  being  the  habit  indulged 
in  by  too  many  of  our  lodges  and  chapters,  of  changing 
their  officers  every  year,  so  that  a  W.  M.  or  G.  H.  P.  has 
scarcely  felt  himself  well  at  ease  in  the  chair  and  quite  at 
at  home  in  his  ruling  of  the  lodge  or  Chapter,  when  the 
time  approaches  for  yielding  up  his  gavel  or  sceptre  of 
office  to  some  novice  in  the  work,  who  is  waiting  to  succeed 
him. 

We  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the  decease  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Samuel  Peete  of  Arkansas. 

The  55  chapters  have  a  membership  of  164 1. 

Companion  Reuben  J,  Laughlin  gives  us  an  admirable 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  which  bears  all  the 
ear-marks  of  a  careful  and  conscientious  study  of  the 
various  reports  upon  which  he  has  passed  judgment.  He 
is  brief  but  spicy.     He  is  quite  sound  in  his  reply  to  Com- 
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panion  Steffner  of  Vii^inia  on  the  proposed  adoption  of 
Grand  Chapter  reports.  No  one  in  the  world,  as  he  well 
says,  is  responsible  for  them,  but  the  author,  and  each 
Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  has,  no  doubt,  at  least 
one  Brother  or  Companion  whose  review  and  scrutiny  of 
the  reports  of  Sister  Grand  Bodies  is  likely  to  be  worth 
the  perusal  of  his  Brethren  or  Companions. 

We  thank  Companion  Laughlin  for  his  kind  references 
to  Quebec's  proceedings. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Kennerly,  M.D.,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  A.  Henry,    -    -     Grand  Secretary. 


CALIFORNIA^iS^. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  Frank  Pierce,  Grand  High 
Priest  presided  at  the  44th  annual  convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  California  which  opened  at  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  19th  April  1898,  sixty -one  chartered  chapters 
being  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  cites  in  full  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  sustaining  the  right  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  to  legislate  against  the  so-called  Cer- 
neau  rite.  Charges  were  laid  against  one  Lawson  for 
violation  of  such  legislation,  but  his  trial  was  stayed  by 
an  injunction  of  the  Superior  Court.  In  due  time  the  case 
was  argued  and  the  injunction  dissolved.  From  this  deci- 
sion Lawson  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  which  pro- 
nounced against  him.  The  following  common  sense 
remarks  find  a  place  in  this  decision  :  — 

"  Individuals,  who  associate  themselves  in  a  voluntary  fraternal 
organization,  may  prescribe  conditions  upon  which  membership  in 
the  association  may  be  acquired,  or  upon  which  it  may  continue,  and 
may  also  prescribe  rules  of  conduct  for  themselves  during  their  mem- 
bership, with  penalties  for  their  violation,  and  the  tribunal  and  mode 
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ia  which  the  offenses  shall  be  determined,  and  the  penalty  enforced. 
These  rules  contitute  their  agreement,  and  unless  thej  contravene 
some  law  of  the  land,  are  regarded  in  the  same  light  as  the  terms  of 
any  other  contract.  Organizations  of  this  character  are  not  recognized 
as  legal  bodies,  or  as  entitled  to  recognition  in  courts  for  the  enforce* 
ment  of  their  rules,  unless  there  is  also  involved  the  determination  of 
some  civil  right,  or  some  right  of  property  ;  and  in  these  cases  courts 
are  limited  to  inquiring  whether  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  organiza- 
tion, for  the  determination  of  the  right,  have  been  followed.  In  all 
matters  of  policy,  or  of  the  internal  economy  of  the  organization,  the 
rules,  by  which  the  members  have  agreed  to  be  governed,  constitute 
the  charter  of  their  rights,  and  courts  will  decline  to  take  cognizance 
of  any  matter  arising  under  these  rules.  Whether  the  rules  have  been 
violated,  or  whether  a  member  has  been  guilty  of  conduct  which 
authorizes  an  investigation  by  the  association,  or  the  imposition  of  the 
penalty  prescribed  by  it,  is  eminently  fit  for  the  association  itself  to 
determine,  and,  if  the  investigation  is  in  accordance  with  its  rules, 
the  party  charged  has  no  ground  of  complaint,  since  it  is  a  part  of  the 
agreement  he  made  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  association/ 
'  When  men  once  associate  themselves  with  others  as  organized  bands, 
professing  certain  religious  views,  or  holding  themselves  out  as  having 
certain  ethical  and  social  objects,  and  subject  themselves  to  a  common 
discipline,  they  have  voluntary  submitted  themselves  to  the  dis- 
ciplinary power  of  the  body  of  which  they  are  members,  and  it  is  for 
that  society  to  know  its  own.* 

The  plaintiff  does  not  charge,  in  his  complaint  herein,  that  any 
of  the  proceedings  taken  against  him  have  not  been  strictly  in  accor- 
dance with  the  rules  prescribed  for  an  investigation  of  the  charges 
against  him,  or  that  he  has  been  deprived  of  any  privilege  accorded 
to  him  by  those  rules ;  but  he  bases  his  complaint  upon  the  invalidity 
of  the  rule  which  he  is  charged  with  violating.  He  charges  that  the 
adoption  of  the  rule  was  the  result  of  a  conspiracy,  and  that  the 
charges  preferred  'against  him,  and  the  proceedings  taken  for  their 
investigation,  are  a  part  of  this  conspiracy,  and  in  furtherance  of  its 
objects.  It  is  not  charged  that  the  resolutions  establishing  this  rule 
were  not  regularly  and  properly  adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  or 
that  they  did  not  receive  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  that  body  ;  nor  is  it  claimed  that  since  their  adoption  there  has 
been  any  attempt  to  rescind  or  modify  them.  These  rules  were 
adopted  in  1887,  and  as  there  have  been  annual  meetings  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  since  that  date,  composed  of  individuals  chosen  therefor  in 
each  year  by  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  no  change  has  been  made 
in  the  rule,  it  must  be  assumed  that  it  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
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that  Body  that  the  conditions  therein  named  are  essential  qualifica- 
tions to  entitle  any  one  to  become,  or  remain,  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
It  is  a  misuse  of  terms  to  say  that  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  representative  body  is  the  result  of  a  conspiracy  ;  nor  can 
the  term  '  conspiracy '  be  predicated  on  the  deliberate  vote  of  a  gov- 
erning body.'* 

The  habits  of  appealing  to  the  courts  of  law  from  duly 
constituted  masonic  authority  is  not  one  that  we  can 
either  encourage  or  admire,  but  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  appeal  to  Caesar  in  this  case  resulted  in  the  confirma- 
tion of  masonic  law.  The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows 
that  the  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  is  5,405, — a 
net  increase  during  the  year  of  1 14. 

Companion  William  Abraham  Davies  again  regales  us 
with  an  interesting  and  elaborate  report  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, which  ranks  with  the  best  that  reach  us. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Eli  Tucker  Blackmek,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,    Grand   Sec. 
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The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  40th  annual  con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  fill  a  large  and 
handsome  volume. 

The  convocation  was  held  in  Toronto  on  the  26th  of 
January  1898. 

M,  E.  Companion  M.  £.  Walsh  presided  and  delivered 
an  address  containing  the  evidence  of  a  very  busy  term  of 
office,  during  which  he  did  a  very  large  amount  of  visiting. 

The  reports  of  the  various  D.  D.  G.  Ms.  are  also  very 
full  of  interest. 

Companion  George  J.  Bennett  supplies  a  creditable 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 
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Quebec  is  most  generously  reviewed  by  him  and  he 
quotes  at  length  from  our  1897  report  of  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence. 

His  criticism  is  pungent,  his  judgment  sound  and 
his  style  bright  and  incisive. 

The  total  membership  is  5.304. 

M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,         -  -         -        Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Sargant.       -      -     Grand  Scribe  E. 


COLORADO~i898, 

The  24th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Colorado,  was  held  at  Denver,  on  September  22nd,  1898. 

Grand  High  Priest,  Wm.  D.  Feirce,  presided  over  the 
representatives  of  twenty-six  Chapters. 

Like  so  many  more  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  ruling  a  Grand  Body  of  the  Royal  Craft, 
Companion  Peirce  found  that  •*  the  unfailing  courtesies, 
fraternal  words,  deeds  of  kindness  and  plea>ant  associa- 
tions made  the  position  one  of  honor,  and  its  duties  a 
labor  of  love  rather  than  a  task." 

The  statements  contained  in  the  report  before  us  show 
a  net  gain  during  the  year  of  39  and  a  present  member- 
ship of  2525. 

Companion  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster  reviews  in  a  frater- 
nal and  scholarly  manner,  the  proceedings  of  forty-six 
jurisdictions,  several  for  two  years.  He  finds,  as  we  do, 
that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  "moving  on  a  perfectly  calm 
sea  ;  peace  and  harmony  prevail  everywhere,  and  there  is 
steady  though  not  very  large  increase  in  numbers  We 
notice  that  there  is  either  a  diminished  request  for  deci- 
sions, or  that  the  High  Priests  do  not  consider  them 
worthy  of  reporting  ;    out  of  the  forty-six  Jurisdictions 
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reviewed,  only  twenty  report  any  decisions.''  He  prints 
a  very  useful  and  interesting  digest  of  decisions  rendered 
in  jurisdictions  reviewed, 

Quebec's  proceedings  for  1898  are  pleasantly  noticed, 
but  we  are  unable  to  share  our  good  Companion's  views 
in  the  matter  of  masonic  church  parades.  He  says :  **  The 
act  of  going  to  church  is  commendable,  but  Masonry 
permits  every  class  of  religionists  in  its  votaries*  and 
therefore  it  is  rather  out  of  place  for  Lodges  as  sueh,  to 
go  to  church. " 

It  is  a  good  thing  for  masons  to  go  to  church  as  indivi- 
dual church  members  and  it  is  a  good  thing  for  them- to 
go  to  church  as  masons  too.  The  man  who  is  a  good 
mason  must  needs  be  a  good  member  of  his  church.  But 
this  does  not  in  any  sense  imply  that  he  should  be  a  reli- 
gious fanatic  or  even  a  zealot.  His  masonry,  if  he  has 
learned  it  aright,  has  tanght  him  to  respect  the  religious 
views  and  opinions  of  his  Brethren.  He  will  not  be  any 
the  less  ready  than  a  non-mason  of  liberal  tendencies 
often  is,  to  accompany  his  Brethren,  upon  some  particular 
occasion,  for  a  masonic  service,  to  some  other  church 
edifice,  than  that  in  which  upon  ordinary  occasions  he 
himself  worships.  It  has  been  our  privilege  to  attend 
many  masonic  church  parades,  and  never  have  we  heard 
a  word  uttered  by  the  officiating  Chaplain  that  could  be 
construed  as  offensive  by  any  of  those  present  belonging 
to  other  denominations. 

In  the  very  rare  case  of  a  Brother  being  found  who  has 
conscientious  scruples  against  entering  a  church  to  which 
he  does  not  belong,  we  believe  it  better  that  he  should 
refrain  from  attending  than  that  the  entire  Lodge  or 
Chapter  should  be  prevented  from  seeking  the  privileges 
of  uniting  together  in  praise,  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  and 
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from  publicly  testifying  to  scoffers  that  Masonry  is  the 
handmaid  of  Religion.  If  masons  do  not  share  the  same 
theological  views,  neither  do  they  all  believe  in  the  same 
book  of  Divine  Revelation.  As  this  latter  fact  is  no  rea- 
son why  a  masonic  traveller  should  refrain  from  visiting  a 
Lodge  which  has  upon  its  altar  a  different  Volume  of  the 
Divine  Law  from  that  upon  which  he  has  taken  his 
masonic  vows,  neither  is  the  former  one  a  valid  excuse  for 
the  discouragement  of  Masonic  church  parades. 

We  have  much  enjoyed^  the  reading  of  Companion 
Foster's  report,  and  the  above  is  the  only  point  upon 
which  we  have  to  dissent  from  his  views. 


M.  E.  Comp.  jEiHRO  C.  Sanford, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,    - 


Grand  High  Priest. 
-     Grand  Secretary. 
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From  the  venerable  Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut 
there  has  reached  us  the  report  of  the  proceedings  at  its 
one  hundredth  annual  convocation. 

We  handle  with  a  feeling  akin  to  reverence,  the  rich, 
chaste  cover  of  white  and  red  and  gold,  and  turn  over 
the  well  freighted  pages  whereon  are  recorded  the  elo- 
quence of  the  Companions  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  with 
more  than  ordinary  interest. 

The  annual  convocation  was  held  in  Hartford  on  May 
loth,  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  I.  F.  Stidhan,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided,  and  Companion  Edmund  Tweedy  represented 
Quebec. 

Here  are  the  eloquent  words  with  which  the  Grand 
High  Priest  opened  the  looth  annual  convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter: 


CONNECTICUT. 


"Excellent  and  honored  Companions,  representatives  of  six  thou- 
sand tried  and  true  craftsmen,  we  stan<f  in  a  dignified  and  solemn 
hour.  With  the  fall  of  my  gravel  as  your  presiding  officer,  there 
opened  the  one  hundredth  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

As  becometh  the  heritors  of  a  glorious  past,  as  becometh  those 
upon  whom  has  come  grave  and  weighty  duties,  as  becometh  Excel- 
lent High  Priests  of  the  living  God,  we  humbly  bow  ourselves  in 
grateful,  loving  adoration  before  Him,  whose  we  are  and  whom  we 
serve,  and,  casting  down  crowns  at  his  feet,  join  in  ascriptions  of 
honor  and  praise,  and  glory  and  majesty  and  dominion  unto  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  **  for  He  is  good  and  His  mercy  endureth  for  ever." 

Companions,  lovers  and  servants  of  the  Most  High  God  are  we, 
and  the  sublime  lessons  of  our  ritual  teach  us  —  and  its  incitements 
have  ever  sought  to  inspire  us  —  to  love  our  God  more  and  to  serve 
Him  better. 

But  that  ritual  has  left  metaphysics  to  the  schools,  and  has  con- 
tented itself  in  inspiring  us  to  know  that  he  best  loved  and  best 
served  his  God  who  best  loved  and  best  served  his  fellow-man  ;  and 
so  it  has  developed  in  us  patriotism  and  humanity,  love  of  our  country 
and  love  for  our  fellow-man.  Companions,  we  are  Masons,  and 
because  we  are  Masons  we  are  patriots  and  lovers  of  our  fellows. 
Wafted  from  the  sea  to  the  land  comes  the  heavy  boom  of  our  cruiser's 
cannon ;  out  from  the  land  to  the  sea  goes  the  sound  of  the  measured 
tramp  of  armed  hosts.  Our  centennial  occurs  in  the  midst  of  grave 
and  stirring  events.  The  nation,  peace  loving  and  long  patient,  has 
risen  and  spoken  for  humanity,  and  the  whole  world  is  convulsed. 
Who  can  doubt  the  issue  ? 

He  pays  a  loving  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  dead  of 
the  past  year. 

The  nuipber  of  members  reported  is  5,741  as  against 
5,521  in  the  previous  year. 

Companion  John  H.  Barlow  submits  his  21st  annual 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  a  good  one  it  is 
too.  Quebec's  proceedings  failed  to  reach  him  until  after 
his  review  was  written. 

At  the  centennial  anniversary  which  took  place  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  the  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter, 
admirable  addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Anderson,  D.D.,  upon  "a  century  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry," 
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and  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Luke  A.  Lock  wood,  P.G.H.P.,  upon 
"  the  Philosophy  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

The  centennial  banquet  took  place  at  night  and  was 
marked  by  quite  a  feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of  soul.  * 

M.  E.  Comp.  Harvey  S.  Abel,      -•  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  McCormick,      -     Grand  Secretary. 


DELAWARE— 1898. 

The  four  chapters  in  Delaware  increased  their  member- 
ship from  624  in  1892  to  647  in  1898. 

Virginius  V.  Harrison,  Grand  High  Priest,  presided  at 
the  30th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Delaware,  held  at  Wilmington,  on  the  19th  January,  1898, 
and  briefly  recounted  the  history  of  the  Royal  Craft  in 
his  jurisdiction  for  the  preceding  year. 

He  also  presented  a  very  complete  and  useful  report  of 
Foreign  Correspondence. 

In  reviewing  Quebec,  he  expresses  perplexity  at  some 
of  the  terms  employed  in  our  proceedings. 

Replying  to  his  enquiry,  we  may  inform  him  that  by 
"  a  serving  Brother"  we  refer  to  him  who  acts  as  "Guard" 
for  our  Chapters  and  looks  after  the  place  of  meeting,  etc 

"  They  also  *  serve '  who  only  stand  and  wait" 

M,  E.  Comp.  Lewis  W,  Flinn,      -     Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  H.  Price,        -        Grand  Secretary. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— 1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  James  F.  R.  Appleby,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presided  at  the  31st  annual  convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  held  at 
Washington  on  the  14th  December  1898,  and  made  an 
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interesting  report  of  his  official  acts  during  his  term  of 
office. 

Amongst  other  decisions  rendered  by  him  was  one  to 
the'  effect  that  an  application  for  demit  having  been 
asked  and  accorded,  ^he  Companion  was  ipso  facto  AtmiX,'- 
ted,  whether  the  certificate  of  such  demit  had  been  signed 
and  issued  or  not 

Recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  New  Zealand 
and  Victoria  was  deferred. 

Grand  Chapter  ordered  the  purchase  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priests'  Jewels  for  each  of  its  eighteen  Past  Grand 
High  Priests. 

The  capitular  membership  of  the  jurisdiction  is  2,204. 

Companion  Wm.  R.  Singleton  submitted  another  of  his 
very  admirable  Reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

In  his  extremely  courteous  review  of  Quebec's  proceed- 
ings we  find  the  following  : — 

**  We  refer  our  Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  to 
the  following  extracts  from  Dr.  Oliver's  "Insignia  of  the  Royal 
Arch/*  published  in  London,  1847,  page  35,  which  had  been  mislaid 
or  it  would  have  been  quoted  in  our  report  of  1896 : 

*  Having  thus,  at  some  length,  explained  the  tendency  and  various 
significations  of  that  magrnificent  and  sublime  symbol  which  occupies 
the  center  of  the  Floor  Cloth,  as  it  was  understood  by  our  Brethren 
of  the  last  century — ^the  Deity  surrounded  by  infinite  universal  space ; 
his  eternity  being  declared  by  the  awful  '*  En  atche  en  o  logos  "  (In 
the  beginning  was  the  word),  which  forms  the  crowning  glory  of  the 
design — **The  light  shining  in  darkness  an4  the  darkness  compre- 
hending it  not  *'  —  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  subordinate 
figures,  which  constitute  so  many  symbols  or  types  illustrative  of  the 
doctrine  which  has  already  been  enunciated,  the  chief  of  which  had 
been  abstracted  from  the  third  degree. 

'  The  diagrams  underneath  the  center  arch  are  somewhat  difficult 
of  solution  at  this  distance  of  time,  when  every  clue  is  lost  by  which 
their  true  design  might  be  explained.  They  consist  of  two  single 
triads  of  circles,  and  a  figure  composed  of  three  sides  of  a  square, 
cx>mbining  seven  circles.  The  most  obvious  interpretation  appears  to 
be,  that  the  angular  triad  refers  either  to  the  three  original  Grand 
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hodges  on  Mounts  Sinai  and  Horeb,  each  governed  by  as  many  Grand 
Masters,  or  to  the  three  Principals  of  the  Chapter,  symbolized  by  the 
three  keystones,  to  show  that  as  a  knowledge  of  certain  mysterious 
secrets  was  attained  by  drawing  them  forth,  so  by  passing  through 
these  offices  a  knowledge  of  the  arcana  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  may 
be  successfully  accomplished.  Now,  these  three  Princpals  are  des- 
cribed in  the  original  rules  of  the  degree  (A.  D.  1782)  thus  :  *  The 
three  Principals,  in  Chapter  assembled,  are  to  be  considered  con- 
junctly, as  the  Master,  and  each  severally  as  a  Mastbr.'  Hence  in 
their  aggregate  capacity  they  represent  one  fsrson  only,  in  whom 
is  united  the  different  attributes  of  King,  Priest,  and  Prophet.  For 
as  there  is  a  trinity  of  persons  in  the  Godhead,  so  there  was  a  trinity  • 
of  offices  combined  in  the  second  person  when  incarnate,  which  is 
clearly  represented  in  the  diagram.  Now,  it  will  be  observed,  that 
these  Principals  are  three  only  in  name,  not  in  office.  They  are  not  i 
Z,  2  H,  3  J,  but 

Thb  Mastbr 
I 


H  Z  J 

They  are  therefore  typical  of  Jehovah-Christ,  in  whom  these  offices 
are  permanently  united  in  their  utmost  perfection,  and  in  him  alone. 
This  arrangement  is  one  of  the  great  beauties  of  the  degree.'  '* 

To  everything  laid  down  by  Dr.  Oliver  in  the  above 
extract,  we  readily  subscribe.  In  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing ceremonies  of  the  Chapter,  the  Excellent  Z.  more- 
over speaks  in  the  name  of  the  Council. 

It  is  true,  therefore,  that  the  three  Principals,  in  Chap- 
ter assembled,  are  to  be  considered  conjunctly,  as  the 
Master.  They  are  not  i  Z„  2  H.,  3  J.,  but  the  master. 
One  Principal,  nevertheless,  must  necessarily  perform  cer- 
tain executive  duties  for  the  Council  of  Principals.  He 
occupies,  in  the  meetings  of  the  Chapter,  the  central  seat 
of  those  set  apart  for  the  three  Principals,  even  though  it 
be  true  that  neither  of  them  is  before  or  after  the  other. 
M.  E.  Companion  Whyte  has  abl>  sustained  that  it  is 
eminently  fitting  that  he  who  represents  the  kingly  office 
should  occupy  the  central  place.     In  speaking  of  the  dif- 
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ferent  attributes  represented  by  the  three  Principals,  Dr. 
Oliver  describes  them  as  those  of  King,  Priest  and  Pro- 
f)het.  The  order  is  his,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  correct 
The  highest  attribute  of  Jehovah  is  the  Almighty,  the  All- 
powerful,  the  Kingly  one.  The  Highest  praise  to  Him 
addressed  is  that  of"  AUelujah!  for  the  Lord  God  Omni- 
potent reignetlu     King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Samuel  R.  Bond,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Arvine  W.  Johnston,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


FLORIDA— 1898. 

The  membership  of  the  Chapters  in  Florida  increased 
from  571  in  1897  to  598  in  1898. 

Harmonious,  but  uneventful,  will  serve  as  a  description 
of  the  52nd  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Florida,  which  was  opened  at  Jacksonville  on  May  loth 
1848. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  Warren  Tyler,  reported  a  num- 
ber of  decisions  rendered  by  him  during  his  term  of  office. 
They  would  all  be  good  law  in  this  jurisdiction. 

M.  E.  Comp.  WiLBER  P.  Webster,     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  a.  McLean,      -     -     Grand  Secretary. 


QEORQIA— 1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Georgia  met  in  76th  annual  con- 
vocation on  April  27th  1898,  in  the  city  of  Macon. 

M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Wessolowsky,  Grand  High 
Priest,  delivered  an  exceedingly  eloquent  address,  and 
one  replete  with  valuable  information. 

It  is  pleasant  to  learn   from  it  that  the  net  gain  in  the 


IL,LINOIS.  17 


membership  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Georgia  was  about  four 
hundred  last  year. 

Companion  W.  S.  Ramsay,  who  deservedly  occupies  a 
very  high  place  as  Masonic  Reviewer,  gives  us  another  of 
his  entertaining  reports,  which  we  have  read  with  deepest 
interest. 

Very  kind  notice  is  extended  to  Quebec's  proceedings. 

We  learn  with  deep  regret  of  the  dark  clouds  of  sorrow 
and  the  black  shadows  of  death  in  his  home,  and  beg  to 
assure  him  of  our  very  real  sympathy.  We  know  but  too 
well  what  such  language  means. 

In  his  concluding  remarks  he  says  :  — 

"Peace  and  prosperity  characterize  the  reports  for  the  year.  The 
death  roll  is  not  as  large  as  formerly,  but  it  includes  some  of  the 
brightest  lights,  and  some  of  the  most  loyal  subjects  of  the  Craft.  We 
have  abundant  reason  for  thankfulness,  when  we  consider  the  con- 
dition of  the  Craft,  and  contrast  the  splendid  Masonic  temples,  the 
Homes,  the  multitude  of  libraries,  the  elevated  standard  of  morals, 
and  the  high  plane  of  personal  responsibility,  which  is  manifest 
everywhere  among  the  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  Masons  in 
our  land,  with  our  condition  a  few  years  ago. 

We  can  ask  no  greater  blessing  upon  you  than  that  the  rich 
rewards  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  may  be  bestowed  upon  you  all,  that 
having  discovered  and  brought  to  light  the  keystone  of  truth, 
the  way  of  Life,  and  the  ark  of  the  Covenant,  you  may  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  your  labors  in  the  reward  of  a  life  well  spent  here,  and  im 
mortal  and  imperishable  glories  in  the  life  to  come." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  C.  Burr,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  A.  Wolihin,   -   Grand  Secretary. 


1LL1NOIS--1896. 

A  goodly  sized  volume  it  is  that  brings  us  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  or  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois  for 
1898.  The  forty -ninth  annual  convocation  was  held  at 
Chicago  on  October  27th  and  28th. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Eugene  L.  Stoker,  Grand  High  Priest 
delivered  an  interesting  address  covering  the  record  of  his 
term  of  office.  He  reports  that  the  majority  of  the  ques- 
tions presented  for  decision  were  readily  answered  by 
referring  to  the  By-Laws,  consequently  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  report  them.  He  adds,  as  so  many  other  presiding 
officers  have  had  reason  to  remark  before  him  "  If  the 
High  Priests  would  see  that  their  Chapters  were  possessed 
of  copies  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  then  further  see  that  they  used  them,  it 
would  save  them  much  time  and  trouble." 

On  recommendation  of  Companion  John  M.  Pearson, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
Grand  Chapter  recognized  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Zealand. 

There  are  184  active  chapters  in  Illinois  with  17,789 
members,  being  a  net  increase  in  the  year  of  104. 

Companion  John  M.  Pearson  is  again  the  author  of  the 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  he  presented  a 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  jurisdictions  that  it  has 
afforded  us  much  pleasure  to  peruse.  He  has  our  thanks 
for  exceedingly  kind  references  to  the  last  Report  from 
Quebec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  B.  Grimes.      -      Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Gilbert  W.  Barnard,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


INDIANA— 1898. 

The  fifty-third  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Indiana  was  held  at  Indianapolis  on  October.  19th 
and  20th,  1898,  eighty-nine  out  of  the  ninety-two  char- 
tered chapters  ol  the  jurisdiction  being  represented. 
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We  have  read  with  unusual  pleasure  and  satisfaction  the 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Robert  A. 
Woods.  He  reports  that  the  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter 
were  never  better. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  6,759, 
against  6,561  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  paid  a  feeling  tribute  to 
the  Masonic  dead  of  the  past  year. 

Companion  Thomas  B.  Long  submitted  an  admirable 
report  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  and  did  space  permit, 
we  might  advantageously  extract  quite  extensively  from 
his  review.     Quebec  receives  very  pleasant  notice. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Manual  M.  Fisher,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R,  E  Comp.  William  H.  Smythe,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY— 18%. 

A  portrait  of  M.  E.  Companion  Leo  Edmond  Bennett, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,,  appears  in  the  1898  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indian  Territory. 

The  ninth  annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
hald  at  South  M'AIester,  Choctaw  Nation,  on  September 
13th  1898. 

An  interesting  review  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  juris- 
diction for  the  preceding  year  was  contained  in  the  address 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Geo.  H.  Bruce. 

The  attention  of  Grand  Chapter  was  directed  to  the 
fact  that  an  orphan  son  of  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest  was 
without  a  home,  and  a  committee  was  at  once  appointed 
to  look  after  the  boy. 

The  membership  of  subordinate  Chapters  is  given  as 

781. 
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A  very  interesting  and  admirably  compressed  report  of 
Foreign  Correspondence  is  furnished  by  Companion  J.  S. 
Murrow,  who  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  N.  R  Maxey. 

M.  E.  Comp.  P.  C.  ROSENBAUM,     -     Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Samuel  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary 


IOWA— 18M. 

Very  beautiful  indeed  in  their  get  up  are  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa  for  1 898. 

The  frontispiece  is  formed  by  the  portrait  of  Companion 
W.  D.  Irvine,  who  was  Grand  High  Priest  in   1897- 1898. 

Grand  Chapter  met  in  its  forty-fifth  grand  annual  con- 
vocation at  Burlington  on  August  25th  1898,  representa- 
tives being  present  of  92  of  the  121  chartered  chapters  of 
the  jurisdiction.  The  Grand  High  Priest  was  able  to 
report  peace,  harmony  and  prosperity  throughout  the 
jurisdiction,  and  a  membership  of  over  seven  thousand 
five  hundred. 

Amongst  the  distinguished  dead  of  the  jurisdiction 
during  the  past  year,  he  reports  the  names  of  Caleb  Lamb, 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  Paget  Allen,  Past 
Grand  Scribe,  and  C.  H.  Booth,  Past  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest. 

With  much  regret  we  learn  that  a  severe  attack  of  scia- 
tica compelled  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  seek  a  milder 
clime  for  a  good  part  of  the  winter,  during  which  time,  how- 
ever, his  duties  seem  to  have  been  most  efficiently  per- 
formed by  the  Deputy  Grand,  Companion  W.  E.  Cleve- 
land. 

The  Companions  of  Iowa  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  fact  that  during  the  year  but  few  calls  for  decisions 


were  made  upon  the  Grand  High  Priest,  and  that  those 
few  were  of  slight  importance.  This  gratifying  condition 
of  affairs  evidences  the  fact,  as  M.  £.  Companion  Irvine 
says,  that  the  Officers  of  Chapters  are  devoting  more  time 
to  the  study  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  wherein  can 
be  found  all  the  law  that  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
government  of  their  Chapters. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  informed  that  the  widow  of 
the  late  John  C.  Parish,  Grand  Secretary,  had  bequeathed 
$3,000  to  Grand  Chapter,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be 
employed  for  charitable  purposes.  Are  there  not  many 
Companions,  so  situated,  that  they  might  remember  in 
their  wills  the  charitable  work  of  the  Craft. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  is  very  pronounced  in  his  con- 
demnation of  the  undue  haste  which  many  young  masons 
exhibit  to  proceed  to  the  higher  orders  of  Masonry.  ^  He 
strongly  ui^es  the  adoption  of  such  a  rule  as  that  in  force 
in  Quebec,  requiring  the  lapse  of  six  months  before  a 
mason  can  receive  the  Capitular  degrees. 

One  of  the  best  reports  that  we  have  yet  read  from  the 
pen  of  one  of  the  best  writers  of  Foreign  Correspondence, 
was  supplied  to  Iowa's  proceedings  by  Companion  Thomas 
R.  Ercanbrack.  His  review  of  Quebec  is  particularly 
kind,  and  he  is  over  complimentary  in  his  reference  to  our 
last  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence« 

Reviewing  the  proceedings  at  our  1 898  convocation,  he 
says  amongst  other  things  :— 

'*  Eleven  of  the  twelve  Chapters  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  reported 
last  year.  Bedford  Chapter  alone  is  silent.  It  cannot  be  that  its 
twenty-eight  members  have  all  lost  Capitular  br^th.  Bedford  will 
speak  next  year.  In  all  of  the  eleven  the  warning  voice  of  the 
Principal  Sojourner  had  been  heard  as  he  piloted  the  devious  way 
from  slavery  to  freedom.  Forty  citizens  of  the  province  meekly 
followed  the  trusted  guide  and  are  now  laborers  on  the  New  Temple, 
and  the  footing  of  the  main  column  in  the  returns  has  been  changed 


32  IOWA. 

from  five  hundred  and  fifteen  to  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 
That  increment  of  a  round  dozen  signifies  a  future  elevation  and 
extension  of  the  Royal  Arch  over  a  somewhat  unfriendly  land. 

It  is  now  full  twenty-one  years  since  our  Quebec  companions  set 
up  their  separate  tabernacle,  and,  as  now  seen,  they  were  justified  in 
so  doing. 

Happily  for  us,  our  own  John  McLean  tesides  at  Montreal,  the 
venue  of  the  Grand  Convocation,  and  it  cost  no  railway  fare  to  bring 
him  to  the  spot" 

He  concludes  his  notice  as  follows  :  — 

''Canada  is  in  some  respects  the  most  fortunate  dependency  on 
this  planet.  Tenderly  guarded  by  one  of  the  greatest  powers,  she  is 
tenderly  cherished  by  another,  and  her  several  provinces  might 
become  constituent  parts  of  the  mightiest  nation  on  earth  on  terms 
of  absolute  equality  !  But,  after  all,  what  matters  it  under  what  flag 
we  sail ! 

*  There  is  no  great,  no  small, 

To  the  soul  that  maketh  all ; 

And  when  it  cometh,  all  things  are  ; 

And  it  Cometh  everywhere.*  *• 

We  think  ourselves  a  constituent  part  of  the  mightiest 
nation  on  earth  already,  Companion  Ercanbrack.  The 
only  inequality  about  it  is  that  while  we  make  our  own 
laws  and  impose  our  own  taxes,  we  fail  to  contribute  a 
single  cent  to  the  enormous  cost  of  the  British  army  and 
navy  by  which  we  are  protected.  But  what  of  that  ?  If 
we  are  tenderly  guarded  by  one  of  the  greatest  powers, 
are  we  not  tenderly  cherished  by  another  ?  And,  after  all, 
as  our  good  Companion  says :— "  what  matters  it," — when 
we  hold  masonic  concourse, — "  under  what  flag  we  sail.^" 

M,  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Fiske  Cleveland,  -  Grand  High  P. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alf.  Wingate,      -      -     Grand  Secretary. 
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KANSAS— 18M. 


The  33rd  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Kansas  was  held  at  Wichita  on  February  14th  1898. 

M.  £.  Companion  Charles  E.  Monell,  Grand  High 
Priest  was  able  to  congratulate  his  hearers  upon  the  fact 
that  they  had  assembled  with  their  official  ranks  unbroken. 
The  death  roll  of  subordinate  Chapters,  proved,  however, 
that  fifty-three  Companions  had  passed  beyond  their 
earthly  veils.  Tender  reference  is  also  made  to  the  dead 
of  Sister  Jurisdictions. 

The  matter  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Victoria  was  referred  to  the  incoming  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence for  report  at  next  annual  convocation. 

None  of  the  legislation  enacted  at  the  convocation  is  of 
consequence  to  outsiders. 

The  statistical  summary  shows  that  the  82  subordinate 
Chapters  claim  a  total  membership  of  5073. 

Companion  Jacob  DeWitt  submits  a  very  pleasant 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  Sister  Grand  Bodies,  occupy- 
ing 166  pages.  Quebec  has  very  generous  notice.  After 
reviewing  our  1897  proceedings  he  says: — 

'*The  writer,  during  his  vacation,  after  attending  General  Grand 
Chapter,  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  with  Comps.  White,  Nelson, 
Hagar,  and  numerous  others.  He  was  honored  wilh  special  attention 
in  Royal  Albert  Lodge  and  afterwards  in  Zetland  Lodge.  He  greatly 
regretted  that  circumstances  prevented  a  visit  to  Carnarvon  Chapter, 
which  he  had  hoped  to  make.** 

M.  E.  Comp.  Aaron  H.  Connett,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jacob  DeWitt,    -     -    Grand  Secretary. 
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KENTUCKY— 1898. 


Fifty-five  out  of  7 1  of  the  subordinate  chapters  in  this 
jurisdiction  were  represented  at  the  annual  convocation 
of  Grand  Chapter  held  at  Louisville  on  October  i8th  and 
19th  1898. 

The  total  membership  reported  was  3,049,  as  against 
3,001  in  1897. 

We  presume  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  debarred  from 
holding  any  special  or  emergent  convocations  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  for  one  of  the  entries  in  the  minutes  reads 
as  follows : — 

"  Past  G.  H.  P.  James  W.  Staton  moved  that  when  the 
Grand  Chapter  is  closed  to-morrow  evening,  it  be  until 
the  next  annual  convocation.     Adopted.  " 

M.  £.  Companion  James  William  Hopper,  Grand  High 
Piiest  reported  his  official  acts  in  a  bu<^iness  like  address. 
He  does  not  believe  in  possessing  power  and  failing  to 
exercise  it.     On  the  question  of  dispensations  he  says: — 

*'  A  large  part  of  the  correspondence  which  has  devolved  upon 
me  officially  has  been  in  response  to  applications  for  dispensations  to 
ballot  upon  petitions  and  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  While  I 
agree  with  my  predecessors  that  there  ought  to  be  due  deliberation  in 
the  conferment  of  our  degrees,  I  have  felt  constrained  to  grant  all  the 
applications  of  this  sort  that  have  reached  me.  The  power  is  given 
to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft  While  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  necessity  for  these  dispensations  has  often  been 
due  to  negligence,  yet  it  is  practicably  impossible  for  the  Grand  High 
Priest  to  make  an  investigation  in  each  case  to  determine  whether  the 
reasons  assigned  are  well  founded.  For  this  reason  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  assume  that  the  subordinate  Chapter  is  the  best  judge  of  the 
necessity,  and  to  respond  to  its  request  when  favorably  made,  but  in 
all  cases  requiring  a  compliance  with  the  law  with  reference  to  giving 
the  proper  notice  to  all  the  members.  If  the  Grand  Chapter  should  be 
satisfied  that  this  power  given  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  is  inexpe- 
dient, it  has  the  right  to  say  so  by  a  constitutional  amendment. 
While  the  law  remains  as  it  is  at  present,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
distinguish  between  the  merits  of  different  applications. 
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I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  the  Chapters  that  asked 
and  obtained  permission  to  ballot  out  of  time.  They  were  numerous, 
and  some  of  them  received  several  dispensations  each.'* 

And  they  will  continue  to  be  numerous  just  as  long  as 
they  are  granted  whenever  asked.  In  this  matter  of  dis- 
pensations, as  upon  some  other  masonic  subjects,  we  fear 
that  our  own  views  are  rather  old  fashioned.  When  filling 
positions  in  our  own  Grand  East,  it  was  bur  aim  to  bear 
the  fact  in  mind  that  dispensations  are,  for  the  most  part, 
licen.ses  to  do  what  is  otherwise  forbidden,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  we  believed  it  to  be  our  duty  to  limit 
their  issue  as  far  as  possible. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Jafnes  W.  Staton  presents 
another  of  his  admirable  reports  on  Correspondence,  in 
which  Quebec  is  favorably  reviewed.  He  has  our  thanks 
for  his  kind  references  to  our. last  report. 

With  an  earnest  expression  of  our  very  sincere  sym- 
pathy with  our  distinguished  Companion  in  his  affliction, 
we  extract  the  following  from  the  conclusion  of  his 
report :  — 

*•  The  year  has  been  rather  a  dark  one  to  the  writer.  On  account 
of  the  delay  last  year  in  closing  up  our  report  and  getting  out,  the 
proceedings,  we  made  mention  of  the  great  loss  we  sustained  in  the 
death  of  the  companion  and  partner  of  our  life  for  thirty-eight  years, 
who  died  on  the  8th  of  January.  On  the  ist  of  March  following  we 
were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  our  youngest  and  favorite 
brother.  These  two  severe  losses  neatly  upset  us,  and  greatly  hindered 
us  in  pursuing  our  duties  and  labors.  They  lay  heavy  upon  us  at  this 
writing,  and  doubtless  will  for  years  to  come. 

In  our  review  we  have  been  pleased  to  notice  the  steady  growth 
of  Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 
It  is  true  some  of  the  jurisdictions  have  reported  losses,  but  these  have 
been  largely  overbalanced  by  the  increase  in  others,  so  that  upon  the 
whole  this  elegant  branch  of  our  beloved  Masonry  has  advanced  in 
numbers,  and,  we  believe,  in  good  material  for  the  building,  as  well. 

We  are  glad  to  note  that  dependent  membership  in  the  Chivalric 
system  has  been  made  by  the  recent  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
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ment  of  the  United  States,  based  upon  membership  in  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter.     We  have  advocated  this  doctrine  for  a  long  time." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  R,  Johnson,      -      Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  B.  Grant.     -    -     Grand  Secretary, 


LOUISIANA— 1898. 

The  fifty-firat  annual  grand  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Louisiana  was  held  on  February  15th  and 
i6th,  1898  ;  M.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Cage,  Grand  High 
Priest,  presiding. 

In  the  death  of  M.  E.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  J.  Q.  A. 
Fellows,  not  only  the  Companions  of  Louisiana,  but 
masonry  the  world  over  has  experienced  a  profound  loss. 
Well,  indeed  does  Companion  Cage  say  that  no  eulogy 
can  do  justice  to  the  noble  life  which  has  closed. 

There  are  19  chartered  chapters  with  a  membership  of 
1,030. 

Rcvd,  Herman  Cope  Duncan  presented  a  very  brief 
report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  almost  devoid  of  com- 
ment. It  calls  for  only  briefest  notice.  The  author  con- 
gratulates himself  that  he  is  not  the  editor  of  a  masonic 
review.  In  the  interest  of  the  craft  at  large  we  are  thank- 
ful that  there  are  some  reviewers  left  in  the  ranks  of 
Capitular  Masonry.  Their  work  is  attractive,  and  is 
therefore  read.  It  possesses,  in  many  cases,  the  true  literary 
flavor  and  is  instructive  as  well  as  entertaining.  We 
presume  that  Companion  Herman  does  not  read  much 
more  than  he  comments.  At  all  events  he  tells  us  that 
until  he  saw  M.  E.  Companion  Tresidder's  address,  he  had 
not  even  heard  of  the  much  discussed  anti-masonic  con- 
clave of  Trent ! 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Bolton,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Richard  Lambert,      -     Grand  Secretary. 
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M.  E.  Companion  Albro  E.  (Jhase,  Grand  High  Priest 
presided  at  the  seventy-third  annual  convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  held  at  Portland  on  May  3rd 
1898,  at  which  !^forty-four  chartered  chapters  were  repre- 
sented. 

With  deep  regret  we  learn  of  the  death  of  Companion 
Arlington  B.  Marston,  Past  Grand  High  Priest. 

Companion  Chase  reported  peace  and  harmony  through- 
out his  jurisdiction,  and  that  two  new  Chapters  had  been 
constituted. 

The  fifty-five  constituent  chapters  report  a  total  mem- 
bership of  6.205,  being  a  net  increase  of  181. 

The  report  of  correspondence, — a  very  elaborate  and 
beautiful  review  is  from  the  practised  hand  of  M.  E. 
Companion  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  perhaps  the  most 
illustrious  masonic  writer  of  the  continent.  He  finds  the 
general  result  of  the  year's  work  to  have  been  encouraging, 
and  while  more  of  the  Grand  Chapters  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  show  a  falling  off,  there  has  still  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  total  membership  of  nearly  4,000  members. 
He  believes  that  in  the  weaker  jurisdictions,  strong  evi- 
dences are  to  be  found  that  low  tide  has  been  reached, 
and  that  the  decrease  of  the  past  few  years  will  soon 
change  to  an  increase,  with  abundant  signs  of  future  pros- 
perity. As  he  also  states,  the  year  was  indeed  a  sad  one 
in  the  loss  of  devoted  aud  distinguished  members  of  the 
Craft. 

In  his  review  of  Quebec,  which  is  very  kind  and 
fraternal,  he  comments  in  an  interesting  manner,  as 
follows,  upon  something  that  we  had  advanced  in  a 
previous  report : — 
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'*  In  his  review  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Carolina,  however, 
Companion  Chambers  discusses  one  matter,  saying  : 

'  Comp.  L'iddell's  address  was  a  most  interesting  document,  but 
we  are  surprised  at  the  nature  of  one  of  his  recommendations,  and 
would  have  been  still  more  so  if  it  had  been  adopted  by  Grand 
Chapter,  which,  however,  it  was  not.  We  refer  to  a  proposal  that  the 
Constitution  of  Grand  Chapter  should  be  so  amended  that  office  could 
be  held  at  the  same  time  by  the  same  companion  in  both  Grand  and 
Subordinate  Chapters.  Comp.  I/iddell  thought  it  strange  that  when 
elected  Grand  High  Priest,  he  should  have  had  to  resign  the  principal 
chair  in  his  own  Chapter.  But  let  us  suppose  the  possibility  of  a  case 
in  which  some  good  man  had  gone  wrong,  as  some  otherwise  good 
men  do  at  times.  If  this  otherwise  good  man,  besides  being  High 
Priest  of  his  chapter  were  also  to  be  Grand  High  Priest,  would  it  not 
be  an  unusually  severe  shock  for  the  latter  to  receive  and  to  have  to 
act  upon  a  possible  complaint  filed  with  him  as  Grand  High  Priest 
and  against  him  as  High  Priest  ?  There  ought  to  be  enough  good 
masons  in  every  Grand  Chapter  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  countenanc- 
ing masonic  Poo-Bahs  in  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.  The  Grand  Chapter 
of  North  Carolina,  we  are  glad  to  see,  thinks  the  same  thing.' 

In  one  jurisdiction,  in  the  United  States,  a  question  similar  to 
this  arose,  but  one  more  difficult.  It  was  a  case  in  which  the  Grand 
High  Priest  himself  *  went  wrong,'  and  the  question  before  the  Grand 
Chapter  was,  what  should  be  done.  The  question  was  settled  tem- 
porarily, however,  by  the  suspension  of  the  officer  from  all  his  masonic 
rights  by  his  lodge.  But  the  question  remains  unsolved,  and  it  pro- 
bably will  not  arise  again  for  years,  but  it  is  liable  to  arise.  The  Old 
Regulations  provide  that  if  a  Grand  Master  goes  wrong,  he  will  be 
treated  in  accordance  with  a  new  regulation  to  be  adopted  for  the 
occasion  :  thus  expressly  reserving  the  right  to  make  a  law,  to  fit  the 
case,  after  it  had  actually  happened. 

We  believe,  however,  that  in  such  a  case  the  charges  should  be 
filed  with  the  Deputy,  and  if  he  considered  them  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance, he  should  call  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  lay  the 
matter  before  that  for  its  action.  If  it  should  be  held  that  there  wss 
want  of  authority  in  calling  the  convocation,  the  Grand  Chapter  could 
confirm  it.  At  any  rate,  we  believe  that  in  such  a  case  there  should 
be  a  remedy,  and  if  the  law  does  not  give  one  now,  the  proper  officers 
should  find  one.  and  leave  the  law  to  be  enacted  afterwards.*' 

M.  E.  Comp.  Alhro  E.  Chase,     -      Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Stephen  Berry,     -     -     Grand  Secretary. 
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HARYLAND— 1897-1^8. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Maryland  are  always  issued  in  handsome  form,  but  the 
volume  for  1897,  which  contains  the  record  of  the  centen- 
nial celebration  is  even  more  ornate  than  usual. 

The  frontispiece  consists  of  the  portrait  of  M.  E.  Com- 
panion George  Cook,  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  centennial  anniversary  was  held  on  Thursday  June 
24th  1897,  when  a  number  of  distinguished  guests  were 
welcomed  from  sister  jurisdictions,  and  an  admirable  pro- 
gramme of  music  and  masonic  addresses  was  followed. 

Readers  of  this  handsome  volume  are  also  regaled  with 
a  historical  sketch  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  with  bic^ra- 
phical  sketches  of  its  Grand  High  Priests  throughout  the 
century,  illustrated  by  portraits.  When  we  say  that 
these  sketches  are  the  work  of  Companion  Edward  T. 
Schultz.  P/  D.  G.  H.  P.,  and  Masonic  Historian  of  Mary- 
land, our  readers  will  realize  what  the  quality  of  the 
work  is  like. 

On  Monday,  October  nth  began  one  of  the  most 
notable  events  that  ever  occurred  in  Maryland.  The  13th 
marked  the  Centenary  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
as  the  thirtieth  triennial  was  held  that  week,  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maryland  met  on  Monday  to  officially  wel- 
come and  receive  the  officers  and  members  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter,  and  there  was  a  round  of  entertainments 
throughout  the  week. 

A  splendid  banquet  was  served  on  Thursday  evening, 
a  full  report  of  which  is  given  in  the  volume  before  us. 

The  annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was  held 
on  November  9th  1897. 

Companion  William  H.  Shryock,  Grand  High  Priest, 
delivered  the  annual  address,  referring  to  the  important 
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events  of  the  centennial  year,  and  reporting  the  decease 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Herman  L.  Emmons  jr.,  and 
of  Past.  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  Sylvester  L.  Stock- 
bridge. 

The  nineteen  subordinate  chapters  of  the  jurisdiction 
reported  a  membership  of  i,86i  against  1,764  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  annual  convocation  of  1898  was  held  in  Baltimore 
on  November  8th,  when  a  membership  of  1,880  was 
returned. 

It  was  the  painful  duty  of  M.  E.  Companion  George 
Cook,  Grand  High  Priest  to  report  at  this  convocation  the 
deaths  of  Companion  T.  Price,  Grand  King,  and  of  Com- 
panion Joseph  F.  Hindes,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and 
Grand  Chaplain. 

To  us  the  most  painful  portion  of  the  entire  proceed- 
ings is  the  tidings  of  the  blindness  of  R.  E.  Companion 
E.  T.  Schultz,  who  for  so  many  years  past  has  been  the 
efficient  Chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence  of  both 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland.  In 
1897  he  declined  nomination  to  the  office,  but  his  resigna- 
tion was  not  accepted  by  Companion  Cook,  who 
expressed  the  hope  that  his  vision  might  be  restored. 
The  hope  was  not  realized,  and  in  a  concise,  yet  beautiful 
report,  in  which  our  much  esteemed  Companion  dictated 
his  views  upon  a  variety  of  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
Craft,  he  declares  that  "  this  brief  communication  must 
constitute  a  farewell  to  the  duty  which  has  been  so  con- 
genial and  agreeable  during  a  long  term  of  office.  " 

On  the  duty  of  a  Masonic  Correspondent  he  makes  the 
following  admirable  remarks : — 

"The  duty  of  a  reporter,  as  I  understood  it,  was  like  that  of  a 
sentinel  on  the  battlements,  to  sound  the  note  of  warning  of  the 
approach  of  an  enemy ;  the  enemies  of  our  institution,  however,  were 
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not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  looked  for  without,  but  within  the  Frater- 
nity itself.  Freemasonry  had  withstood  the  fiercest  religious,  as  well 
as  political  persecution,  and  in  my  opinion,  can  withstand  any  perse- 
cution that  might  be  brought  against  it  by  any  powers  from  without. 
Its  fundamental  principles,  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brother- 
hood of  Man,  will  prevail  over  all  opposition.  But  the  danger  I 
apprehend  is  that  which  may  come  from  within  in  the  shape  of  inno- 
vations, introduced  in  the  desire  to  improve  the  Fraternity,  which  will 
result  in  the  change  of  its  fundamental  principles. 

Entertaining  such  a  belief,  I  have  always  deemed  it  my  duty  when- 
ever I  saw  what  I  conceived  to  be'  an  innovation,  coming  from  what- 
ever source  it  might,  to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  opposition  thereto.  So  characteristic  in  this  particular  were  my 
reports,  that  one  of  the  reporters,  noticing  this  peculiarity,  said  :  "'It 
is  one  of  the  most  complete  resumes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodges ;  we  think  Brother  S.  stands  at  the  head  as  a  patient,  never 
faltering  and  intelligent  examiner  of  the  many  volumes  coming  to 
him  for  review ;  to  this  he  adds  the  ability  to  comment  and  discuss 
every  subject  presented.  We  confess  that  this  winnowing  process 
sometimes  gets  tiresome  to  us  and  we  let  up,  but  he  never  does.  " 

He  believes,  as  we  do,  that  criticism  by  correspondents 
is  a  safeguard  against  hasty  legislation. 

His  concluding  remarks  are  very  touching.  He  says  : — 

*'  During  the  twenty- three  years  I  have  occupied  the  position  of 
correspondent,  I  have  examined  many  hundred  volumes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Grand  Lodges  and  Grand  Chapters,  and  the  comments 
thereupon  of  not  less,  I  suppose,  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  corres- 
pondents. It  affords  me  profound  gratification  to  know  that  while  I 
oftentimes  combated  vigorously  the  views  of  these  brethren,  I  have 
never  received  ought  but  the  most  kind  and  courteous  treatment  at 
their  hands,  and  oftentimes  most  flattering  commendations  of  my 
labors  in  behalf  of  the  craft,  and  I  shall  carry  with  me  into  my  retire- 
ment the  most  pleasing  recollections  of  my  intercourse  with  them. 

It  was  my  good  fortune  to  have  personally  known  the  larger  num- 
ber of  them.  Many  of  them,  alas  !  have  passed  to  the  undiscovered 
country.  To  those  remaining  I  tender  my  most  profound  acknowledg- 
ment for  the  kind  and  courteous  treatment  received  at  their  hands.  I 
bid  them  God  speed  in  the  noble  work  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
and,  though  I  am  debarred  the  pleasure  of  reading  their  future 
reports,  I  hope  that  by  the  aid  of  kind  friends,  I  will  be  enabled  to 
keep  in  touch  with  them,  and  our  grand  old  Fraternity  generally. 
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To  my  brethren  of  the  Grand  Bodies  I  owe  grateful  acknowledge 
ments  for  their  unvarying  kindness,  and  particularly  for  the  affec- 
tionate attention  extended  me  since  my  afflction.  Whatever  happiness 
kind  Providence  has  still  in  store  for  me  it  is  definitely  certain  that 
those  that  look  out  of  the  windows  have  been  permanently  darkened. 
But  the  cheery  voice  and  warm  grasp  of  the  hand  are  still  left,  and 
among  the  most  pleasing  memories  of  a  life  now  extended  beyond  the 
scriptural  limit  are  the  faces  and  forms  of  those  I  have  so  often  met  in 
the  Grand  Bodies.  I  trust  I  may,  under  God*s  providence,  be  per- 
mitted for  many  years  yet  to  meet  with  you  as  *  of  yore  *.  *' 

M,  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Martin,     Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  L.  McCahan,       Grand  Secretary. 


MICHIQAN— 1898- 

The  fiftieth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Michigan  was  held  at  Grand  Rapids  on  January  iSth 
1898. 

A  portrait  of  M.  E.  Companion  Charles  Gay,  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  presided  at  the  convocation  faces  the 
title  page  of  the  report. 

The  report  contains  a  most  interesting  account  of  the 
speeches  made  at  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  as  well  as  portraits 
and  historical  sketches  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  of 
the  jurisdiction.  Special  notice  is  due  of  the  extremely 
interesting  address  of  R.  E.  Companion  Jefferson  S. 
Conover,  Grand  Secretary,  on  "  Fifty  years  of  Michigan 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  the  men  who  have  made  it ". 

Michigan  has  131  active  chapters  with  13,239  mem- 
bers. 

Companion  Conover  submits  a  very  complete  report  of 
Capitular  Correspondence,  being  apparently  quite  unlim- 
ited as  to  space. 
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He  makes  pleasant  and  fraternal  references  to  Quebec's 
(1897)  proceedings,  and  his  welcome  upon  our  return  to 
the  Corresdondent's  chair  in  our  own  Grand  Chapter  is 
very  gratifying. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  M.  Norton,    Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Jefferson  S.  Conover,    Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Grand  Chapter  of  Minnesota  mourns  the  loss  by 
death  of  its  Grand  High  Priest,  Oscar  Leroy  Cutter,  and 
has  our  very  sincere  sympathy  in  its  bereavement  Com- 
panion Cutter  was  elected  in  1897  to  the  highest  office  in 
the  gift  of  his  companions  and  died  on  September  4th 
1898.  At  the  27th  annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
held  on  25th  October  last,  the  hall  in  which  it  was  held 
was  draped  in  black  out  of  respect  for  his  memory. 

Forty-seven  of  the  48  chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  were 
represented  at  the  convocation,  which  was  presided  over 
by  Companion  Isaac  L.  Hart,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters,  which  had 
been  given  as  4,778  in  1897,  was  increased  during  1898 
to  4,916. 

R.  E.  Companion  Thos.  Montgomery  presented  his 
ninth  report  on  foreign  correspondence  ;  an  admirable 
paper  in  the  course  of  which  Quebec's  proceedings  are 
fraternally  reviewed. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  L.  Hart,       -      Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  Montgomery,      Grand  Secretary. 
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MISSISSIPPI— 1898. 

No  fewer  than  135  toilers  amid  the  foundations  of  the 
temple  were  exalted  to  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  by  the  42 
subordinate  chapters  in  Mississippi,  during  1897, 

The  total  membership  reported  by  these  chapters  is 

1,434. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  Grand  Chapter  is  a  portrait  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Frank  P.  Jinkins,  who  presided  at  the  fiftieth  annual  con- 
vocation held  at  Water  Valley  on  February  9th  and  loth 
1898. 

We  find  the  following  interesting  and  encouraging  pas- 
sages in  the  address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest : — 

**Theyear  that  has  passed  should  be  full  of  pleasant  memories. 
We  have  had  so  many  evidences  of  God's  goodness  that  gratitude  and 
love  for  Him  should  be  written  upon  the  tablets  of  every  heart.  He 
has  given  us  the  rays  of  sunlight,  and  refreshing  showers  of  rain  have 
come  to  us,  and  we  have  reaped  a  bountiful  harvest.  The  floods  sub- 
merged a  large  and  profitable  section  of  our  state,  and  destitution  and 
distress  for  a  while  prevailed,  but  when  the  waters  did  recede,  although 
it  appeared  rather  late  in  the  season  for  a  full  yield,  yet  still  their 
labors  were  crowned  with  abundant  success.  The  bleak  shadows  of  a 
yellow  fever  epidemic  hovered  about  us,  but  it  manifested  only  a  mild 
type  of  this  dreadful  scourge,  and  rigid  quarantine  regulations  and 
close  attention  from  experienced  physicians  and  nurses,  rendered  its 
spread  and  fatality  of  little  consequence  except  in  some  places,  in  com- 
parison with  other  years,  when  it  caused  so  much  sorrow,  gloom  and 
desolation.  For  all  this  we  should  sing  songs  of  praise  and  gladness 
to  our  Great  Protector  and  Preserver.  How  can  any  one  living  in  our 
great  State,  surrounded  by  so  many  blessings,  be  otherwise  than  grate- 
ful? We  may  be  tossed  upon  billows  of  troubles  and  submerged 
beneath  the  waves  of  misfortune,  but  if  we  place  our  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  our  God,  He  is  able  and  will  deliver  us.  ''For  behind  a 
frowning  Providence,  He  hides  a  smiling  face.*'  We  have  made  some 
progress  during  the  past  year.  Several  dormant  Chapters  have  been 
revived  and  our  numbers  have  been  increased.  ** 

Here  are  a  couple  of  paragraphs  fiom  the  report  of 
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Companion  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary,  that  will  cer- 
tainly be  read  with  interest : — 

"While  this  is  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Conyocation,  it  is  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Fifty-Second  year  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  There  was  no 
convocation  in  the  war  years  of  1862  and  1863.  The  Grand  Lodge  did 
not  meet  in  1862.  Loyalty  to  country  is  a  cardinal  teaching  of  Free- 
masonry, and  hence  the  Southern  armies  were  largely  composed  of  the 
members  of  the  Craft,  leaving  many  Chapters  and  Lodges  without  a 
quorum.  The  Companions  of  that  time  were  called  from  labor,  but 
not  to  refreshment.  When  the  rolls  were  again  called,  there  was  not 
a  Chapter  in  the  Jurisdiction  unrepresented  on  the  battlefields  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  several  Chapters  were  unable  to  reorganize.  ** 

'^  In  reading  recently  Brother  Barkley 's  review  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Texas  and  Utah,  I  was  impressed  with  a  beau- 
tiful custom  they  have  at  the  annual  installation  of  Grand  Officers. 
There  have  been  some  practices  in  Utah  that  could  not  be  copied  in 
Mississippi,  but  there  are  no  better  or  brighter  Masons  than  in  that 
State.  The  custom  that  I  desire  copied  by  this  Grand  Chapter  is  the 
investing  of  each  Grand  High  Priest  with  a  Signet  Ring,  by  his  pre- 
decessor, on  being  inducted  by  him  into  office,  to  be  worn  by  him 
during  his  term— at  least  on  all  masonic  occasions.  Presuming  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  would  approve  the  suggestion,  I  have  ordered  and 
had  hoped  to  have  here  this  morning,  a  Signet  Ring  of  pure  gold  and 
handsome  design,  with  suitable  inscription.  This  I  desire,  on  this 
semi-centennisl  occasion,  to  present  to  the  Grand  Chapter  as  a  token 
of  my  love  for,  and  my  gratitude  to  it  and  all  its  members  for  all  their 
courtesies  and  kindnesses  in  the  past ;  and  that  it  may  help  to  perpe- 
tuate among  the  Royal  Craft  in  Mississippi  the  memory  of  one  whose 
ambition  has  been  to  bring  from  the  quarries  work  fit  for  inspection. 
Comp.  Speed  could  prepare  an  amendment  to  the  installation  ceremo- 
nies that  would  include  the  investiture  and  acceptance  of  ring.** 

Ihe  following  is  a  portion  of  Companion  Savery's  uni- 
que introduction  to  his  report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence :— 

'*  The  crop  of  1897  has  been  gathered,  the  products  of  different 
plantations,  ginned  by  their  respective  managers  or  Grand  Secretaries, 
have  been  through  our  Reportorial  Compress  and  are  herewith  deli- 
vered. 

The  samples  are  largely  long  staple  and  none  class  lower  than 
strict  good  middling,  therefore  entitled  to  highest  market  rates.  None 
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of  the  crop  is  sand  or  water-packed,  but  vouched  for  as  strictly  up  to 
sample. 

We  have  had  hard  work  to  compress  the  Past  Master  and  its 
accessories,  even  with  a  Dmmmond  Screw,  as  the  Canada  Press  would 
not  work,  and  in  that  jurisdiction  future  planting  of  Past  Master  seed 
is  prohibited,  nevertheless,  it  is  still  cultivated  in  the  United  States 
on  account  of  its  ail  and  meal. 

The  Ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  advertised  as  seed  most 
prolific,  is  coming  into  general  use,  and  with  aid  of  Hendricks  and 
Speed  Fertilizer,  is  warranted  to  be  profitable,  even  at  4  cents. 

Dependent  membership  thrives  in  most  all  fertile  soils,  and  is 
highly  prized  by  such  planters  as  have  used  it  for  many  years. 

N.  P.  D.  is  a  disease  worse  than  rust  or  boll  worm,  and  non- 
affiliation  creates  wall  flowers  in  the  social  element  of  Masonry. 

The  quarantine  laws  may  have  prevented  us  from  recovering  the 
proceedings  of  several  of  the  sister  Grand  Chapters,  but  we  hope  they 
may  soon  be  allowed  to  come  in." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  Jno.  A.  B.  Jones,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  L.  Power,  -  Grand  Secretary. 


ni5S0URI— 1898. 

The  52nd  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Missouri  was  held  at  St.  Louis  on  April  28th  and  29th 
1898,  under  the  presidency  of  Companion  William  Frede- 
rick Kulm,  whose  portrait  faces  the  title  page  of 
the  volume  before  us.  In  his  address  he  says,  amongst 
other  good  things  :  — 

**  I  am  persuaded  that  there  are  as  many  good  men  out  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  in  the  ranks  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  as  are  in  the  Chapters. 
The  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  our  State,  as  compared  with 
the  number  of  Master  Masons,  is  far  below  the  average.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  in  telling  the  Master  Mason  what  a  good  thing 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  is.*' 

He  commends  the  proposed  Masonic  temple  at  Wash- 
ingtort  in  the  following  terms  : — 

*'An  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Masons  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia to  erect  a  Masonic  Temple  at  the  seat  of  our  national  government, 
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in  keeping  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of  its  national  environ- 
menta.  It  is  not  a  project  of  mere  local  interest,  but  one  that  is  of 
interest  to  every  Mason  in  our  great  national  jurisdiction.  I  would 
commend  this  enterprise  to  the  Chapters  of  our  State  and  to  this 
Grand  Chapter  as  worthy  of  our  aid  and  support.  Masonry  stands  as 
the  proud  champion  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  what  could  be 
more  inspiring  than  to  see  side  by  side  with  those  National  Temples 
of  Legislation  and  Administration  the  goodly  temple  of  Masonry 
rearing  her  graceful  arches  of  liberty  and  freedom." 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  addresses  of  the  year  was 
that  of  the  Gtand  Chaplain,  Companion  William  Potts 
Geoi^e  D.Dm  L.L.D.,  on  Capitular  Masonry,  which  is 
bound  up  with  the  proceedings. 

Dues  were  remitted  in  no  less  than  237  cases.  This  is 
practical  masonry  and  a  great  improvement  on  suspension 
for  non-payment. 

Ninety-six  out  of  97  chapters  reported,  and  gave  their 
membership  as  6,786. 

Again  a  most  useful  and  interesting  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence  was  presented  by  Companion  W.  H. 
Mayo,  who  makes  pleasant  notice  of  Quebec's  proceed- 
ings. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  S.  Glaspell,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  H.  Mayo,     -      Grand  Secretary. 


MONTANA— 1898. 

Companion  Robert  Vickers  presided  as  Most  Excellent 
at  the  ninth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Montana  held  in  Helena  on  September  13th  1898,  and 
his  picture  graces  the  report  of  the  proceedings  Three 
of  his  sons  are  with  the  American  army  in  the  Philippines, 
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and  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  made  the  following  refe- 
rence to  the  war  in  his  address  to  Grand  Chapter: — 

'*  Our  brothers  in  Cuba  will  not  hereafter  be  persecuted  for  their 
connection  with  Masonry.  English  sympathy  has  been  with  us 
throughout,  and  for  the  first  time  in  history,  English-speaking  people 
all  over  the  world,  among  whom  Masonry  finds  its  most  congenial 
soil,  are  in  heart-warm  alliance,  a  fact  that  promises  great  things  for 
the  future. 

The  achievements  of  our  navy,  with  such  heroes  as  Dewey,  Samp- 
son, Schley  and  a  host  of  others,  as  well  as  those  of  our  army,  when- 
ever opportunity  presented,  have  advanced  our  nation  to  the  front 
rank  among  the  great  powers  of  the  world,  and  opens  a  grand  future, 
in  which  Masonry  is  sure  to  flourish.** 

The  returns  show  a  total  membership  in  the  fifteen 
chapters,  including  one  U.  D.,  of  8i  i,  a  gain  of  54  during 
the  year. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New-Zealand  was  duly  recog- 
nized. 

R.  E.  Companion  Cornelius  Hedges  regales  us  with 
another  of  his  charming  correspondence  reports.  Noting 
our  reference  last  year  to  the  Anglo-American  alliance, 
he  says : — 

'*  In  his  kind  notice  of  Montana  and  our  report  he  is  pleased  to 
reciprocate  the  feeling  we  expressed  of  growing  sympathy  between 
all  Uie  branches  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  have  so  many  things 
in  common,  including,  as  he  suggests  by  way  of  amendment,  'common 
sense.*  Recent  events  have  emphasized  this  community  of  feeling 
and  interest,  and  it  constitutes  the  great  bow  of  promise  that  over- 
marches  the  dawn  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  Whether  or  not  reduced 
to  treaty  form,  the  great  alliance  has  already  come.  Not  only  our 
North  and  South  are  reunited  more  firmly  than  ever,  but  mother  and 
daughter  are  in  full  communion." 

In  his  concluding  remarks  he  very  appropriately  says 
on  the  subject  of  masonic  benevolence  : — 

"  In  English  lodges  dues  are  paid  to  the  Fund  of  Benevolence  as 
regularly  as  other  lodge  dues.    It  has  seemed  to  us  that  Masonry  in 
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this  country  has  been  too  long  and  too  much  neglectful  of  this  highest 
duty,  "which  should  be  its  delight  and  would  be  its  crowning  glory. 
Dues  have  been  levied  to  furnish  fine  temples  and  luxurious  quarters 
and  sumptuous  banquets  and  costly  regalia  and  presentation  jewels; 
but  only  recently  has  Masonry  seemed  to  awaken  to  a  realizing  sense 
of  its  higher  mission  to  establish  Homes,  Asylums,  Hospitals,  etc. 
Charity,  relief,  benevolence,  the  same  essential  substance  under  varied 
names  and  forms — the  oldest  and  most  prominent  landmark,  the 
foremost  tenet,  the  crowning  glory  of  Masonry  in  which  man  becomes 
co-worker  with  God,  is  now  becoming  the  recognized  chief  work  of 
our  institution.  It  is  the  grandest  feature  of  modem,  progressive 
Masonry.  Duty  is  becoming  a  delightful,  beneficent  privilege.  There 
is  no  need  of  quibbling  about  names  or  division  lines.  No  one  becomes 
entitled  to  charity,  relief  or  benevolence  as  a  purchased  right  or  by 
any  higher  claim  than  his  own  deserving  need  and  the  willing  ability 
of  the  giver.  We  repudiate  as  strongly  as  Brother  Drummond  any 
claim  founded  on  any  pretended  right.  Those  who  deserve  help  will 
repay  it  in  kind  or  its  equivalent,  and  so  the  stream  of  relief  would 
keep  on  swelling.  For  moral  cripples,  chronic  drones,  professional 
beggars,  and  insolent  demandants  for  relief  we  would  not  give  a 
crumb,  and  if  a  lodge  has  more  worthy  claimants  for  relief  than  it  can 
reasonably  supply,  the  Grand  Lodge,  if  able,  should  assist.  With 
this  understanding  of  the  Wisconsin  plan,  we  approve.'* 

M.  E.  Comp.  S.  C.  Kenyon,  -  Grand  High  Priest- 
R.  E.  Comp.  Cornelius  Hedges,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEBRASKA--1896. 

The  32nd  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Nebraska  was  held  on  December  14th  1898  at  Omaha. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Companion  Robert  H. 
Henry  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending  the  annual 
convocation.  We  sincerely  hope  to  learn  of  his  early  res- 
toration to  health  and  strength.  His  address  was  read  by 
the  Deputy  High  Priest,  R.  E.  Companion  John  J.  Mer- 
cer, who  presided. 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  is  2,919. 
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The  business  at  this  convocation  was  confined  to  mat- 
ters of  local  interest 

Companion  Charles  J.  Phelps  presented  his  seventh 
report  on  Correspondence,  and  an  interesting  and  read- 
able one  it  is  too. 

We  are  inclined  to  the  belief,  however,  that  in  speaking 
of  our  Companions  attending  Divine  service  "  in  regalia," 
he  has  done  so,  either  without  due  reflection  of  what  he 
was  doing,  or  without  the  necessary  knowledge  of  what 
regalia  is.  He  surely  could  not  otherwise  have  written 
what  he  has,  unless  he  cavils,  too,  at  the  wearing  of  simi- 
lar regalia,  except  in  the  color  of  the  trimmings — by 
Master  Masons,  when  they  attend  Divine  service  as 
Masons.  Had  the  word  "vestments"  been  used  in  Que- 
bec's proceedings  instead  of  "  regalia  ",  it  might,  perhaps, 
be  possible  for  some  to  understand  the  mirth  over  the 
matter  that  prompts  him  to  say  with  regrettable  discour- 
tesy, of  onr  Companions,  that  "  presumably  they  so 
appeared,  making  a  holy  show  of  their  vestments  and 
lack  of  common  sense".  The  merest  tyro  knows  that 
"vestments"  and  "r^alia"  are  too  different  things. 
There  are  no  vestments  at  all  worn  in  our  Chapters.  The 
nearest  approach  to  them  are  the  colored  robes  of  the 
three  Principals  and  the  white  ones  of  the  other  officers. 
These  are  never  worn  under  any  circumstances,  except  in 
the  Chapter  room,  when  at  work.  "  R^alia "  is  worn 
under  them,  and  ako  by  those  Companions  who  are  not 
in  office  in  the  Chapter,  without  any  covering  over  it 
It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  most  Companions  what  the 
Chapter  Regalia  consists  of.  In  our  jurisdiction  each 
Companion  has  his  own,  just  as  he  has  his  blue  apron, 
and  if  he  can  wear  this  latter  and  any  appropriate  jewel 
accompanying  it  at  a  church  parade,  it  should  be  quite 
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unnecessary  to  point  out  that  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  he 
could  with  equal  propriety  wear  the  apron  and  jewel  of 
the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  without  laying  himself  open  to 
ridicule  at  the  hands  of  the  thoughtless  and  discourteous. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  J.  Mercer,  -  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  R.  Bowen,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEVADA— 1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nevada  met  in  twenty-fifth 
annual  convocation  in  Carson  City  on  June  13th  and  14th 
1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  Matthew  Kyle  presided  as  Grand 
High  Priest  and  reported  with  thankfulness  that  not  a 
link  had  been  severed  in  the  official  chain  formed  around 
the  altar  a  year  before,  and  also  that  the  death  roll  in  the 
subordinate  chapters  is  unusually  small. 

The  subordinate  chapters,  too,  are  in  a  fairly  prosperous 
condition,  and  for  the  first  time  for  several  years,  the 
annual  returns  show  an  increase  in  membership. 

It  is  pleasant  to  read,  too,  that  he  was  not  called  upon 
to  render  any  decision  or  ruling  of  impoitance  during  his 
term  of  office. 

Speaking  of  the  history  and  work  of  Masonry  he  very 
beautifully  and  truthfully  says:  — 

**  Its  early  history  is  lost  in  the  ages  of  hoary  antiquity,  but  its 
great  truths  which  have  served  as  stars  in  days  of  doubt,  peril  and 
trial,  stand  now,  as  they  have  for  generations,  as  guiding  stars  for  all 
men  who  can  read  its  mystic  truths. 

Where  or  when  our  Order  originated  does  not  actually  concern 
us  of  to-day  ;  it  does  not  depend  upon  its  founder  or  the  date  of  its 
birth  for  its  usefulness  in  the  world.  Whether  it  was  created  ages 
ago  by  Israel's  Great  King  and  one  greater,  the  **  widow's  son,"  or 
whether  it  be  but  the  child  of  yesterday  begotten  in  the  mind  of  some 
humble  human  being  whom  we  all  know,  matters  not,  for  its  claims 
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are  based  on  the  good  it  does  in  the  world  now,  rather  than  for  what 
it  has  done  in  the  past. 

The  fact  that  it  performs  good  deeds  now,  as  it  ever  has  done 
during  all  the  years  of  its  existence,  is  a  sufficient  guaranty  that  it 
holds  within  itself  the  germs  of  truth,  virtue  and  morality." 

A  brief  but  interesting  report  on  Foreign  Correspon- 
dence was  presented  by  Companion  A.  D.  Bird,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  who  includes  Quebee  in  the  list  of 
jurbdictions  fraternally  noticed. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  M.  Cormack,    -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Chaunxey  N.  Noteware,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK— 1898. 

Twenty-three  workmen  from  the  quarries  were  passed 
through  the  veils  and  exalted  to  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in 
the  New  Brunswick  chapters  during  1897,  but  as  Mount 
Lebanon  Chapter,  formerly  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Scotland,  had  come  in  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Brunswick  during  the  year,  the  total  net  increase  in  the 
number  of  members  of  subordinate  chapters  for  the  year 
was  36,  and  the  total  membership  reported,  437. 

The  eleventh  annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  St  John  on  the  24th  August  1898,  when  M.  £. 
Companion  John  V.  Ellis,  Grand  High  Priest,  delivered 
an  interesting  account  of  his  official  acts.  We  regret  to 
learn  from  it  of  the  death  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  Com- 
panion J.  Henry  Leonard.  Another  death  reported  by 
him  is  that  of  Hon.  James  Mitchell  of  St.  Stephen's  Chap- 
ter, who  though  filling  the  position  of  Premier  of  his  Pro- 
vince, gave  much  of  his  time  to  the  Craft  and  had  filled 
the  chief  chair  in  both  his  lodge  and  chapter. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  V.  Ellis,       -        Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  A.  Watson,      -       Grand  Secretary. 
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NEW  HAnPSHIRB— 1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  H.  Steele,  who  presided  at  the 
79th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New- 
Hampshire,  held  at  Concord  on  May  17th  1898,  had  the 
sorrowful  duty  of  announcing  the  death  of  eight  members 
of  his  Grand  Chapter,  including  Past  Grand  High  Priests 
John  Duncan  Patterson  and  William  Henry  Weed 
Hinds. 

All  the  25  chapters  on  the  roll  reported,  showing  that 
the  membership  which  was  but  3,469  in  1897  had 
increased  in  1898  to  3,568. 

Companion  A.  S.  Wait  is  again  the  author  of  an  inte- 
resting Foreign  Correspondence  report. 

Quebec's  proceedings  for  1897  were  forwarded  to  New- 
Hampshire  in  May,  and  our  Grand  Scribe  "  E  "  holds  the 
acknowledgment  for  them,  but  we  notice  that  they  are 
not  amongst  the  list  of  volumes  passed  upon  by  the 
Reviewer. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  H.  Webster,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  P.  Cleaves,    -     Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  JERSEY— 1898. 

The  membership  of  New  Jersey  chapters  has  grown  to 

3.390. 

Grand  Chapter  assembled  in  its  42nd  annual  convoca- 
tion, in  Trenton,  on  May  nth  1898. 

Companion  Anthony  Schoder  presided  as  Most  Excel- 
lent and  referred  very  feelingly  to  the  bereavement  of  a 
number  of  chapters  by  death. 

He  reports  ruling  that  a  good  master  mason  was  ineli- 
gible for  Chapter  degrees   because  he  had  lost  a  leg  since 
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he  was  raised.  So  because  of  this  accident  he  must  for- 
ever be  debarred  from  obtaining  the  genuine  secrets  to 
which  his  properly  directed  researches  should  entitle  him, 
search  he  ever  so  diligently  ! 

Companion  Schoder  very  beautifully  reminds  his 
hearers  that  it  is  not  sufficient  to  have  the  motto  of  the 
Order  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord,"  emblazoned  merely  on 
the  mitre  of  the  High  Priest  and  on  the  banner,  but  that 
it  should  also  find  a  lodgment  in  our  hearts  to  permeate 
our  lives. 

Companion  George  B.  Edwards  is  again  the  writer  of 
the  Correspondence  report.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know 
that  he  meant  no  offence  by  referring  to  our  loyalty  as 
"provincial  '\  and  explains  that  in  innocence  of  heart  the 
term  was  thought  to  have  been  applicable  to  the  Province 
of  Quebec.  How  is  it  with  himself  ?  Is  his  loyalty  con- 
fined to  the  state  of  New  Jersey  ? 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  B.  Bertholk.  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  B.  Edwards,   -    Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  SOUTH   WALES— 1898. 

We  have  received  brief  reports  of  the  various  quarterly 
convocations  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales 
for  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  Major  Harry  Passmore  presided  as 
Grand  First  Principal  Z,  and  it  was  reported  that  the 
number  of  certificates  issued  to  date  is  501. 

Amongst  other  proceedings  acknowledged  during  the 
year  were  those  of  Quebec. 

We  regret  very  much  to   learn  of  the  death  of  Most 
Excellent  Companion  Nicholas  Hopson. 
M.E.  Comp.  Alfked  RoFE,      -        -         -         Grand  Z. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Alf.  J.  BURBIDGE.       -       Grand  Scribe  E. 


NBW  YORK. 
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NEW  YORK— 1W8. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  New-York  held  its  loist  annual 
convocation  in  Albany  on  February  ist,  2nd  and  3rd 
1898,  M.  E.  Companion  John  Webb  Jr.  Grand  High 
Priest  presiding.  In  his  opening  address  the  M.  E.  says  : — 
**  As  an  organization  we  have  been  greatly  blessed  and 
marked  prosperity  has  attended  our  labor.  Peace  and 
harmony  have  prevailed  throughout  our  jurisdiction,  and 
after  one  hundred  years  of  varied  experience  we  stand  to- 
day a  mighty  and  beneficent  force,  proud  of  our  past  achie- 
vements and  confident  of  our  future  stability  and  of  our 
usefulness  as  an  institution  for  the  moral  and  social  im- 
provement of  its  votaries. 

Amongst  the  distinguished  fraternal  dead  of  the  year  in 
his  own  jurisdiction,  he  mentions  one  whom  we  of  Quebec 
mourn  as  one  of  ourselves. 

R.  E.  Frank  G.  Bolles,  died  at  his  home  in  Unadilla, 
April  22,  1897.  He  was  Masonically  buried  by  Freedom 
Lodge,  of  which  he  was  a  Past  Master.  He  was  also  Past 
High  Priest  of  Unadilla  Chapter,  No.  178.  R.  E.  Comp. 
Bolles  was  appointed  Grand  Master  of  the  3rd  Vail  in 
1888,  by  M.  E.  William  Sherer,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York. 

Speaking  of  decisions  he  uses  some  good  plain  Anglo- 
Saxon  language,  but  it  is  probably  too  much  to  hope 
that  careless  presiding  officers,  either  in  his  own  or  other 
jurisdictions,  will  allow  themselves  to  profit  by  it.  He 
says: — 

"  Very  many,  if  not  all,  the  questions  submitted,  were  plainly 
answered  by  some  section  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  have  been  again 
and  again  determined  by  former  Grand  High  Priests  and  incorporated 
in  the  approved  decisions  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  I  have  been  tempted 
to  believe  that  some  of  the  presiding  officers  of  our  subordinate  Chap- 
ters were  not  aware  that  there  was  a  Constitution,  nor  that  their 
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Chapters  had  been  furnished  with  a  copy.  It  may  be,  however,  that 
the  impression  prevails  that  the  plain,  simple  language  in  which  its 
provisions  are  expressed,  cover  some  deep  and  hidden  meaning,  to 
which  no  one  but  the  Grand  High  Priest,  for  the  time  being,  has  the 
Key.  I  would  like  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  Excellent  Companions 
that  this  is  a  fallacy.  The  Constitution  means  just  what  it  says,  in 
words  easily  understood,  and  a  little  time  given  to  its  careful  and 
earnest  study  will  enable  all  to  apply  it  ad  well,  if  not  better,  than 
the  Grand  High  Priest.  Of  the  many  questions  answered,  I  have 
selected  only  three,  not  because  they  embody  anything  new,  but 
because  they  present  an  old  subject  from  a  new  point  of  view." 

In  observance  cf  the  Centennial  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
its  members  attended  religious  services  in  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Albany,  where  there  was  appropriate  music  by 
the  surpliced  choir,  while  an  oration  on  the  subject  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  delivered  by  the  Right  Revd. 
Companion  Henry  C.  Potter,  D.D.,  L.L.D.,  Bishop  'of 
New  York,  and  historical  addresses  by  Most  Excellent 
David  F.  Day,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  and  others. 

The  charter  of  one  chapter  that  had  been  suspended 
was  declared  forfeited,  despite  the  appeals  of  its  High 
Priest  and  petitioners,  because  it  was  shown  that  the 
constitution  had  been  violated  by  the  exaltation  of  can* 
didates  for  a  lesser  fee  than  provided  by  it. 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  in  this  juris- 
diction is  no  less  than  20,332. 

There  is  much  in  the  very  admirable  report  on  Corres- 
pondence by  Companion  George  J.  Gardner  that  we  should 
like  to  have  been  able  to  reproduce  for  the  enlightment 
of  our  readers,  but  space  will  not  permit. 

For  kind  references  to  our  own  work  he  has  placed  us 
under  a  heavy  obligation.  He  quotes  at  length  from  the 
address  of  M.  E.  Companion  J.  B,  Tresidder,  and  well 
says  that  the  latter  had  been  faithful  in  official  visitations. 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  Webb,  Jr.,  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Christopher  G.  Fox,   -   Grand  Secretary. 


NEW  ZEALAND— NORTH  CAROLINA. 
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NEW  ZEALAND— 1898. 

The  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Zealand  from  January  1897 
to  January  1898,  occupies  but  thirteen  pages. 

Eight  chapters  were  represented  at  the  sixth  annual 
convocation  which  was  held  at  Christ  church  on  the  1 8th 
January  1898.  M.  E.  Companion  George  H.  Powley, 
presiding. 

The  net  gain  in  membership  during  the  year  was  4$. 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  speaks 
for  itself: — 

*'That  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Chapter  having  been  called  to 
a  ritual  published  by  Cleave  and  Co.,  of  Auckland,  on  the  working  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  which  ritual  contains  matter  which  should 
not  be  printed  ;  the  use  of  such  ritual  is  hereby  interdicted  in  Chap- 
ters under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  ^ew  Zealand.*' 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  H.  Powley,       -      -       Grand  Z. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Herbert  J.  Williams,    Grand  Scribe  E. 


NORTH  CAROLINA— 1898. 

A  very  large  and  handsome  volume  contains  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  North  Caro- 
lina at  its  fiftieth  annual  convocation,  held  in  Raleigh  on 
May  17th  and  i8th  1898. 

In  addition  to  the  proceedings  proper,  there  are  also 
to  be  found,  historical  sketches  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, of  its  various  constituent  bodies,  and  biographical 
sketches,  with  portraits,  of  the  various  Grand  High  Prifsts 
who  have  ruled  Grand  Chapter  during  the  first  half  cen- 
tury  of  its  existence. 


48  NORTH  DAKOTA. 


In  the  course  of  his  address,  the  Grand  High  Priest, 
W.  A.  Withers,  said  :  — 

'*  It  is  a  matter  of  great  gratification  to  us  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  North  Carolina  has  passed  a  half  century  and  comes  together  to 
celebrate  her  jubilee.  It  is  meet  that  we  should  honor  those  whose 
labors  laid  strong  and  deep  her  foundations,  and  whose  hands  have 
brought  her  safely  to  the  exalted  position  which  she  now  occupies. 

Some  of  our  Companions  have  fallen  at  the  post  of  duty  and  lefl 
behind  them  honored  names  to  illumine  the  pages  of  the  history  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Their  work  and  memory  will  ever  remain  a 
glorious  heritage.  I  shall  not  call  the  honor  roll  to-day,  but  will 
leave  that  to  those  to  whom  you  have  especially  entrusted  it.  In  the 
preparation  of  these  historical  sketches,  I  wish  to  make  public  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  services  of  our  Most  Excellent  Companion  James 
Southgate,  Past  Grand  High  Priest.  Through  his  efforts  many 
reasures  have  been  brought  to  light. 

In  the  midst  of  our  joy  we  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death 
of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priest  who  was  the  first  to  preside  over  this 
Grand  Chapter,  and  who  was  at  three  other  times  entrusted  with  this 
authority.  I  refer  to  our  Most  Excellent  Companion  Alfred  Martin, 
of  Wilmington,  who  died  on  September  i,  1897,  in  the  86th  year  of 
his  age." 

The  net  gain  in  membership  during  the  year  was  23 
and  the  present  membership  703. 

Companion  Southgate  also  presented  the  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence report,  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  most  interesting  of  the  year,  and  includes  a  generous 
notice  of  Quebec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Martin  S.  Willard,     Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Horace  H.  Munson,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


NORTH  DAKOTA— 1898. 

The  ninth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
North  Dakota  assembled  at  Fargo  on  June  23rd  1898. 
In  its  volume  of  proceedings  are  portraits  of  Companion 
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David  E.  Morgan,  the  Most  Excellent  who  presided  at 
the  Grand  Convocation,  and  of  Companion  Frank  J. 
Thomson,  ,Grand  Secretary.  The  former  delivered  an 
interesting  address,  congratulating  Grand  Chapter  upon 
the  harmony  that  prevailed,  and  reporting  his  official  acts. 
He  paid  a  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  fraternal 
dead  of  his  own  and  other  jurisdictions.  He  reported 
that  he  found  much  to  encourage  them  in  the  present 
condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  their  State.  The 
growth  in  membership  was  more  than  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  the  work  on  hand  was  large,  so  that  he  looked 
forward  to  a  very  large  increase. 

The  returns  show  71  exaltations  against  40  in  1896, 
and  total  membership,  868. 


Mv  E.  Comp.  George  H.  Phelps, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Frank  J.  Thompson, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
-     Grand  Secretary. 


NOVA  SCOTIA— 1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia  met  in  29th  annual 
grand  convocation  at  Lunenbei^  on  June  7th  1898,  and 
the  returns  show  a  total  membership  of  740  as  compared 
with  728  in  the  preceding  year. 

M.  E.  Companion  Donald  Darrach,  M.D.,  Grand  High 
Priest  delivered  an  admirable  address  covering  his  official 
acts,  dwelling  upon  the  success  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  his  jurisdiction,  and  sympathizing  with  those  who  had 
been  bereaved  by  the  Angel  of  Death. 

There  is  no  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.THOS.  Trenaman,  M.D.,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E  Comp.  D.  H.  Campbell,      -    -     Grand  Secretary. 
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OHIO— 1898. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  held  its  82nd  annual  con- 
vocation at  Cincinnati  on  September  28th  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  Graflf  M.  Acklin,  Grand  High  Priest, 
whose  portrait  appears  in  the  proceedings,  presided,  and 
Quebec  was  represented  by  M.  E.  Companion  Reuben  C. 
Lemmon,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States.  Our  distinguished 
Companion  and  Most  Excellent  representative  near  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  has  our  warm  congratulations 
upon  the  well  merited  honor  paid  him  by  the  General 
Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  Acklin  presented  a  model  address,  contain- 
ing any  amount  of  internal  evidence  of  the  excellent 
work  done  by  him  for  the  advancement  of  the;.  Craft  in 
his  jurisdiction. 

Under  the  heading  "  Distinguished  Masons,"  Compan- 
ion Acklin  has  the  following  appropriate  references  to 
men  and  masons  of  the  hour  : 

**  I  have  referred  to  a  Mason  of  Ohio,  who  was  last  year  honored 
as  no  Mason  of  onr  State  had  before  been  honored,  by  being  called  to 
the  office  of  General  Grand  High  Priest,  but  another  of  onr  Compa- 
nions, called  to  a  different  field  of  duly,  has  attracted  equally  as  much 
attention,  even  if  a  temporary  residence  in  the  dty  of  Washington, 
and  the  door-keepers  of  the  White  House  have  prevented  some  of  us 
meeting  him  as  often  as  we  wished. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio  is  proud  of  these,  her  children.  She 
is  justly  proud  of  them,  but  oh,  how  our  nerves  tingle  and  how  the 
blood  leaps  and  courses  through  our  veins,  as  we  remember  that  other 
Mason,  the  brave  New  England  Commodore,  who  sailed  out  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  cut  the  cable,  and  then,  receiving  no  cautionary  ins- 
tructions, went  about  his  duty  of  terminating  war  in  the  way  war 
ought  to  be  terminated.  What  charming  simplicity  of  manner,  what 
irresistible  earnestness  of  purpose  he  showed.  God  bless  him  as  a 
noble  specimen  of  American  manhood  and  American  Freemasonry. 

Although  proud  of  her  own  children,  this  Grand  Chapter  heartily 
joins  in  doing  honor  to  the  noble  sons  of  other  jurisdictions.*' 
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During  the  sitting  of  Grand  Chapter,  an  enjoyable 
reception  was  tendered  to  the  General  Grand  High 
Priest. 

The  report  of  the  Ohio  Masonic  Home  shows  that  there 
are  ^^  inmates  in  this  admirable  institution,  the  cost  of 
which  for  1897  was  $19,425.07. 

The  present  membership  of  subordinate  chapters  is 
I5ii36»  against  14,651  in  the  previous  report. 

We  are  delighted  to  find  in  this  volume,  an  excellent 
portrait  of  Companion  S.  Stacker  Williams,  the  well 
known  Chairman  of  Ohio's  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
In  the  splendid  report  which  he  contributes  to  the  volume 
before  us,  Quebec  has  very  kind  and  fraternal  notice. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Brenton  D.  Babcock,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  C.  Kiefer,    -    -     Grand  Secretary. 


OREQON— 1898. 

A  total  of  1,295  represents  the  membership  reported  by 
constituent  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction.  Twentyrfive  out 
of  twenty-six  chapters  reported. 

Portland  was  the  scene  of  the  38th  annual  convocation 
of  Grand  Chapter,  which  was  held  on  June  13th  and  14th 
1898. 

Grand  High  Priest  L.  N.  Roney  was  the  presiding  Most 
Excellent  and  presented  a  brief,  business-like  address. 
The  official  circle  of  Grand  Chapter  had  been  unbroken 
during  the  year  by  death,  but  many  of  the  subordinate 
chapters  had  been  bereaved. 

There  was  very  little  legislation  of  importance  at  this 
convocation. 

A  carefully  prepared  report  of  Foreign  Correspondence 
was  presented  by  Companion  J.  M.  Hodson,  who* does 
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not  appear  to  have  received  the  proceedings  of  Quebec. 
In  his  concluding  remarks  he  says  : — 

'*  From  nearly  all  comes  the  assurance  of  increased  prosperity. 
But  few  new  topics  have  been  introduced.  In  fact  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  situation  there  can  be  but  little  new,  speaking  from  a 
Masonic  standpoint.  Masonry  boasts  of  its  ancient  lineage  and  makes 
haste  very  slowly  in  changing  its  customs,  laws  or  usages,  yet  we  dis- 
cover slight  advances  all  along  the  line  and  we  believe  it  will  grow  in 
desirable  directions  as  rapidly  as  perfect  safety  will  permit,  and  that 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past  it  will  keep  even  with  the  highest,  purest 
thought  of  the  age  and  wield  the  mightiest  influence  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  true  man/' 


M.  E.  Comp.  H.  S.  Strange,    - 
R.  E.  Comp.  James  F.  Robinson, 


Grand  High  Priest. 
-     Grand  Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA— 1W7, 

The  volume  of  Pennsylvania  proceedings  for  1897  con- 
tains a  record  of  the  different  quarterly  convocations  of 
the  year  and  of  the' annual  meeting  of  December  27th. 

M.  E.  Companion  Richard  M.  Johnson,  who  presided  at 
the  latter,  reported  the  loss  by  death,  during  the  year  of 
48  Companions  who  were  members  of  Grand  Chapter.  He 
remarked  that  the  membership  in  Capitular  Masonry  in 
his  jurisdiction  had  increased  to  some  extent,  but  was  not 
what  it  should  be.  The  membership  appears  to  total  up 
to  16.973. 

One  of  the  most  thorough  and  most  interesting  Foreign 
Correspondence  reports  of  the  year  is  that  supplied  to  the 
proceedings  now  under  review,  by  a  committee,  which 
divided  the  work  between  them.  The  Chairman,  M.  E. 
Companion  Mathias  S.  Henderson,  reminds  us  very  much 
by  his  style,  of  that  of  their  late  lamented  Richard  Vaux, 
in  his  lifetime,  both  the   Prince  and  the  Rupert  of  the 
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reportorial  guild  of  Masonry.     Witness,  for  example,  this 
sentence  from  his  introduction  : — 

**  We  have  expressed  our  opinions  fearlessly,  but  we  trust  not 
dogmatically,  and  if  we  have  seemed  too  positive  at  times  do  not 
charge  us  with  intolerance  or  lack  of  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others^ 
bnt  attribute  it  to  our  undying  love  for  our  old  Grand  Chapter  which, 
for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  has  buffeted  the  storm  and  kept  the 
faith,  and  whose  ways  seem  to  us  good.** 

Companion  Joshua  L.  Tyte  reviews  Quebec  at  consi- 
derable length,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  learn  of 
the  decease  of  Companion  Clark,  with  whom,  two  years 
ago,  we  had  some  discussion  in  regard  to  the  wearing  of 
Grand  Chapter  regalia  in  public.  For  the  information  of 
Companion  Tyte  we  may  say  that  Quebec  chapters  do 
not  appear  on  the  street  in  regalia  as  the  word  is  some* 
times  understood,  but  when  members  of  Chapters  attend- 
ing Divine  service  as  such,  for  instance,  are  granted  a  dis- 
pensation to  do  so,  they  can  wear  their  aprons  and  sashes. 

The  dispensation  to  make  a  Companion  without  collect- 
ing the  usual  fee,  was  issued  for  a  mason  who  was  joining 
the  chapter  to  become  a  Janitor,  Tyler,  or  Serving  Com- 
panion. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Grand  High  Priest 
R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  Cary,  -         Grand  Secretary. 


RHODE  ISLAND— 1898. 

The  one  hundredth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  held  at  Providence  on 
March  8th  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  John  F.  Oldham  was  presiding  High 
Priest,  and  reported  that  peace  and  prosperity  had  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  past  year. 
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The  membership  was  given  as  2,60 1»  as  compared  with 
2,549  in  the  previous  year. 

The  centennial  celebration  occurred  on  March  12th 
1898,  M.  E.  Companion  Arthur  H.  Armington,  Grand 
High  Priest,  presiding,  when  a  beautiful  historical  address 
was  presented  by  M.  E.  Companion  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.D. 

At  night  there  was  a  banquet,  when  a  number  of 
admirable  addresses  were  made,  which  are  printed  iu  full 
in  the  proceedings. 

Companion  Rugg  also  submitted  the  report  on  Corres- 
respondence.  We  agree  entirely  with  him  that  the  to- 
pical form,  which  he  adopts  for  want  of  space,  is  not  nearly 
so  well  adapted  as  the  ordinary  review  form  for  commu- 
nicating an  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  in  other 
jurisdictions. 

On  the  subject  of  continuance  in  office,  he  deals  with 
both  aspects  of  the  question  as  follows  : — 

*  *  Several  of  the  Grand  High  Priests,  whose  addresses  we  have 
read  with  much  of  pleasure  and  of  satisfaction,  have  called  attention 
to  the  difficulty  of  securing  the  best  kind  of  work  in  the  conferring 
of  the  several  degrees,  by  reason  of  the  frequent  change  of  officers. 
Companion  J.  Ross  Robertson,  in  his  address  delivered  before  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  at  its  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Toronto, 
January  27,  1897,  makes  some  suggestive  remarks  on  this  point.  He 
states  that  'Although  the  correct  exemplification  of  the  work  has  not 
deteriorated,  yet  in  some  Chapters  more  reliance  is  placed  upon  the 
ability  of  those  who,  anxious  for  glory  and  honors,  display  a  mental 
incapacity  which,  if  exhibited  in  business  circles,  would  materially 
decrease  their  chances  of  success.*  The  intimation  is,  that  if  capable 
officers  were  kept  in  their  respective  stations  for  a  longer  term  of 
years,  the  standard  of  work  would  be  improved. 

There  are  two  sides  to  the  question  as  to  whether  a  long  term  of 
service  is  desirable  in  any  Masonic  organization.  The  argument 
against  continuance  in  office  is  that  Brethren  in  a  Masonic  organiza- 
tion are  stimulated  *o  learn  the  work,  to  be  faithful  in  attendance 
upon  meetings,  and  to  do  the  best  of  which  they  are  capable,  by  the 
prospect  of  official  advancement.    If  this  motive  were  taken  away. 
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their  ambition  would  be  less,  and  quite  likely  there  would  be  a 
diminution  of  general  interest.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  stated, 
as  already  intimated,  that  the  exemplification  of  the  ritual  would  be 
greatly  improved  with  less  change  in  the  personel  of  officers  in  the 
Chapters.  If  capable  and  efficient  Companions  were  retained  at  the 
important  stations  for  a  term  of  years,  undoubtedly  there  would  be  a 
more  correct  and  impressive  rendering  of  the  ceremony,  with  other 
results  of  advantage.  If  Brethren  and  Companions  generally  cared 
something  less  for  official  titles  and  honors,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty in  continuing  faithful  Brethren  in  the  places  they  so  well  fill 
and  adorn,  and  something  would  be  saved  of  the  rivalries  and  com- 
petitions for  honors  which  not  infrequently  cause  much  of  ill  feeling 
and  interfere  with  the  prosperity  of  the  otganization/' 

So  far  as  our  observation  goes,  there  is  very  much  more 
harm  done  by  the  rushing  of  Companions  through  office 
for  the  sake  of  honors  and  titles,  than  in  keeping  the  ambi- 
tious ones  waiting  while  those  who  are  experienced  rulers 
of  the  Craft  are  kept  ifi  their  chairs. 

M.  E,  Comp,  Arthur  H.  Armington,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  R,  Greene,    -    Grand  Secretary. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA— 189S. 

The  present  membership  of  Chapters  owing  obedience 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  South  Carolina  is  590,  and  there 
were  43  exaltations  during  the  year. 

The  eighty-sixth  annual  convocation  was  held  in 
Charlestown  on  February  9th  1897,  M.  E.  Companion  J. 
T.  Barron,  presiding.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  for  the 
third  consecutive  year.  Grand  Chapter  meets  again  as  an 
unbroken  family,  and  also  to  read  the  following  from  his 
address : — 

*'  I  think  you  will  find  from  a  careful  review  of  the  reports  that 
we  have  much  to  be  thankful  for,  and  that  our  future  is  brighter  than 
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it  has  been  for  a  number  of  yeara.  I  do  not  pndkt  a  '  boom  *  but 
feel  justified  in  saying  to  yon  that  we  are  experiencing  a  healthy 
growth.  I  do  not  think  the  '  higher  degrees '  are  a  detriment  to 
Capitular  Masonry  in  South  Carolina,  for  we  are  sustained  and  sup- 
ported by  enthusiastic  workers  for  the  sake  of  the  beantifhl  historiral 
and  symbolic  teachings  of  our  Royal  art,  who  do  not  look  upon  the 
Chapter  as  a  stepping  stone  to  the  Commandery  and  Shrine. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  no  disturbing  elements  to  adjust  at 
this  Annual  Convocation,  nor  have  I  been  called  upon  as  a  '  peace 
maker'  during  my  long  term  of  office." 

We  congratulate  him  upon  the  well  merited  tribute  to 
his  painstaking  labors,  which  was  paid  him  by  Grand 
Chapter,  in  the  adoption  of  the  following : — 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  extended,  as  they 
are  eminently  due,  to  our  retiring  G.  H.  P.  for  his  able,  dignified  and 
courteous  administration  of  the  affairs  of  his  high  office.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  which  they  are  sure  will  be  unanimously 
concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  that  office  has  never  been  more 
ably  or  more  satisfactorily  filled,  nor  with  greater  benefit  to  the  Royal 
Craft  For  him  the  committee  wish  a  long,  happy,  useful  and  pros- 
perous life,  and  they  feel  sure  that  however  long  our  illustrious  Com- 
panion may  be  spared,  be  will  ever  be  found  laboring  for  the  good  of 
the  Craft." 

The  87th  annual  convocation  was  held  on  February 
15th  1898. 

Companion  H.  C.  Moses,  who  presided  as  Most  Excel- 
lent, said  in  his  introductory  remarks  : — 

**  When  my  esteemed  predecessor,  so  universally  beloved  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction,  turned  over  to  me  the  '  Signet  of  Truth,*  worn  by 
every  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  State,  my  heart  swelled  with  emotion 
and  tears  came  to  my  eyes,  for  it  brought  back  to  my  mind  the  form 
and  figure  of  my  cherished  father,  who  twenty-eight  years  ago  wa& 
the  first  Grand  High  Priest  to  wear  this  emblem,  it  having  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Chapter  during  his  term  of  office. 

It  was  he  who  brought  me  from  *  darkness  to  light '  and  taught 
me  all  the  beautiful  lessons  of  Masonry.  And  I  felt  proud  to  know 
that  I  had  succeeded  him  in  office,  and  the  height  of  my  ambition 
would  be  to  endeavor  to  emulate  those  who  had  preceded  me.*' 
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JL  £•  Comp.  J.  T.  Barron  presents  an  interesting  report 
on  Correspondence,  which  includes  a  pleasant  notice  of 
Quebec. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  T.  Wilhite,       -         Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Barron,      -        -      Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA— 1898. 

The  ninth  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
South  Dakota  was  held  at  Sioux  Falls  on  June  i6th 
1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  Samuel  J.  Coyne,  Grand  High  Priest 
presided,  and  was  able  to  announce  that  not  a  Grand  or 
Past  Grand  Officer  had  been  removed  by  death  during 
the  year. 

No  fewer  than  78  Brethren  had  been  exalted  in  the 
different  chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  since  the  preceding 
annual  convocation,  the  membership  being   swelled   to 

1,456. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Companion  Louis 
G.  Levoy. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  West.     -     -     Grand  High  Priest, 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  A.  Pettigrew,     Grand  Secretary. 


TENNESSEE— 1898. 

Quebec  has  no  place  this  time  in  the  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence report  of  Companion  Henry  H.  Ingersoll  of 
Tennessee,  which  is  a  readable  and  interesting  one,  not- 
withstanding the  omission. 

The  69th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  Nashville  on  January  24th  1898,  with  Grand  High 
Priest  Isaac  J.  Thurman  as  Most  Excellent. 
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Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  following  resolution  upon 
which  it  has  our  congratulations : — 

*'  Regarding  the  exchange  of  Grand  Representatives,  we  state 
that  thb  Jurisdiction  in  1895  withdrew  our  representatives  near  other 
Grand  Bodies.  This  Grand  Body  does  not  seem  to  be  in  thorongh 
touch  with  sister  jurisdictions  in  this  matter,  a  small  number  alone 
agreeing  to  our  view,  therefore  that  we  may  be  known  to  be  as  broad, 
fraternal  and  lovingly  disposed  as  the  foremost,  we  ofiBer  the  fol- 
lowing  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  in  proceedings  of  1895,  concerning 
discontinuance  of  Grand  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Bodies  be 
rescinded  and  that  the  Grand  High  Priest-elect  proceed  to  fill  any 
vacancies  in  those  places  which  have  or  may  in  future  occur." 

Subordinate  chapters  claim  a  membership  of  2,775. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Caswell  A.  Goodloe.   Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  William  A.  Clendening,  Grand  Secretary. 


TEXAS— 1898. 

Companion  Robert  M.  Elgin  represented  Quebec  at 
the  49th  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Texas  held  at  Houston  on  December  6th  1 898. 

There  are  146  chapters  on  the  Grand  Chapter  roll,  with 
a  membership  of  6,374  and  a  net  gain  during  the  year  of 
6y.    The  exaltations  numbered  390. 

Our  sympathy  is  extended  to  our  Texas  companions, 
in  their  bereavement  through  death,  of  the  companionship 
of  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  William  L.  Sartwell. 

Returns  from  subordinate  chapters  showed  that  6j 
chapters  have  had  to  drape  their  altars,  and  that  103 
Companions  have  passed  within  the  veils  and  entered 
upon  a  life  of  immortality. 

M.  E.  Companion  T.  H.  Haynie  was  presiding  High 
Priest  at  the  convocation,  and  made  a  brief  business-like 
address  to  the  assembled  Companions. 
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Quebec's  (1898)  proceedings  are  fraternally  reviewed 
by  Companion  John  L.  Terrell,  who  prepared  the  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  C.  KiDD.       -       -       Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E,  Comp.  Geo,  Lopas,  Jr„      -     -      Grind  Secretary. 


VERnONT— 1898. 

The  8 1st  annual  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Vermont  was  held  in  Burlington  on  June  17th  1898. 

The  volume  containing  the  report  of  its  proceedings  has 
for  a  frontispiece  the  portrait  of  M.  E.  (Companion  Eugene 
S.  Weston,  who  was  the  presiding  High  Priest. 

Quebec  was  represented  by  M.  E.  Companion  Marsh 
O.  Perkins. 

The  death  was  announced  of  Companion  N.  W.  Booth, 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

Companion  Weston's  address  is  very  complete  and 
interesting  and  couched  in  beautiful  language. 

The  legislation  at  this  convocation  was  chiefly  of  local 
interest. 

The  returns  of  constituent  chapters  for  1898  show  a 
membership  of  2,863  ^s  compared  with  2,783  in  1897. 

Companion  Perkins  submits  his  seventh  report  on  Cor- 
respondence, and  thus  sums  up  the  conclusion  of  his  whole 
review  :  — 

*'  The  review  of  the  year  can  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words,  viz  : 
Healthful  prosperity  and  general  peace  and  harmony  throughout  the 
capitular  world.  Nearly  every  Grand  Jurisdiction  shows  an  increased 
membership,  and  the  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  country 
is  now  upwards  of  210,000.  This  attests  to  the  fact  that  the  universal 
peace  and  harmony  among  the  Royal  Craft  cannot  be  attributed  to 
apathy  and  languor.  With  their  working  tools  in  their  hands,  they 
are  happily  engaged  in  their  Masonic  labors,  and  are  practicing  the 
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teachings  of  the  Royal  Art.  The  influence  of  the  spirit  of  fratenud 
comity  and  affection  is  broadening  and  deepening  each  year,  and  all 
are  justified  in  entertaining  and  cherishing  bright  hopes  for  the  future 
of  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.** 

His  notice  of  Quebec  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  one. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Orlando  W.  Sherwin,  Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Warren  G.  Reynolds,      Grand  Secretary. 


VICTORIA— 1898. 

A  small  pamphlet  has  reached  us  containing  an  ac- 
count of  a  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria, 
held  at  Melbourne,  on  January  24th,  1898. 

Representatives  from  thirteen  Chapters  were  present 
and  Companion  George  Baker,  G.  H.,  presided  as  Grand  Z. 

A  committee  was  named  to  revise  the  Grand  Regula- 
tions of  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  was  resolved  that  hereafter 
Grand  Chapter  should  meet  quarterly,  on  the  day  pre- 
ceding the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge. 


VIRQINIA— 1898. 

The  91st  annual  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  was 
held  at  Richmond,  on  November  8th  and  9th,  1898, 
Companion  Ernest  Louis  Ide  presiding  as  Most  Excellent. 
He  reported  that  he  had  brought  the  claims  of  the 
Masonic  Home  before  all  the  Chapters  of  his  jurisdiction 
with  gratifying  results. 

Death  spared  all  the  officers  and  past  officers  of  Grand 
Chapter  during  the  year  covered  by  the  Grand  High 
Priest's  address. 

The  36  Chapters  reported  a  membership  of  2710. 

Quebec's  proceedings  for  both  1897  and  1898  are 
fraternally  reviewed  by  Companion  Chas.  A.  Nesbitt  in 
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his  Foreign  Correspondence  report,  which  he  claims  has 
not  received  the  thought  and  consideration  it  deserved, 
because  of  sickness  and  other  disturbing  causes. 

M.  E.  Comp.  T.  E.  Schwartz  -  Grand  High  Priest. 
R,  E.  Comp.  Jamfs  B.  Planks         -       Grand  Secretary. 

WASHINGTON— 1898. 

The  14th  annual  c:)nvocition  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Washington  was  held  at  Tacoma,  on  June  loth  and 
nth.  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  Carmi  Dibble,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided  and  reported  his  official  actions.  He  was  not 
called  upon  for  any  decisions. 

In  the  course  of  his  address  we  note  the  following  : — 

The  marked  loyalty  of  all  of  the  companions  to  our  country  and 
its  institutions  at  this  critical  period  of  national  affairs  has  been  quite 
pronounced.  In  my  own  Chapter,  Bellingham  Bay  No.  12,  at  its  con- 
vocation on  April  23,  it  took  form  in  a  unanimous  telegram  to  Compa- 
nion President  McKinley  sending  greetings  and  prayers  in  his  hour  of 
trial,  which  met  with  a  quick  and  heartfelt  note  of  thanks  from  the 
distinguished  head  of  the  nation. 

High  Priest  H.  J.  McGrath  of  Vancouver  Chapter  No.  9,  and  High 
Priest  W.  V.  Rinehart  Jr.  of  Oriental  Chapter  No.  19  are  now  per- 
forming the  highest  service  as  American  citizens  by  offering  their  lx)dies 
as  a  sacrifice  to  maintain  the  honor  and  Christian  character  of  our 
nation. 

The  interesting  events  in  which  the  neighboring  na- 
tion was  concerned  during  1898  were  followed  by  the 
Companions  in  this  Canada  of  our's  with  scarcely  less 
jnterest  and  anxiety  than  by  those  of  the  great  Republic 
to  the  South. 

An  admirable  address  on  the  teachings  of  Capitular 
Masonry  was  delivered  by  Companion  N.T.  Caton,  Grand 
Orator. 


The  a:<CTb«*r*h:p  :r  creased  dz^.Tjg  th*  jear  from  iir^ 

-  ^    -  •  ^4- 

CocTipacrcn  Yar.cc^'  C.  :/-i3.jo:,  CLair^-an  cf  the  Cook 
mlttec,  preferred  a  ca.re:-l  y  prepared  report  03  Corrcs- 

por.d^nce,  f".  -flrh::li  O-efaec  £:iff  brief  nodcc. 

M,  E.  Comp.  ;  '.HV  Mc-  ££,         -         Gran  i  Hsgh  Priest. 
FC  E.  Corr^-.  VancEV  C.  L:,al  >::•:,     -     Grand  Sccietarv. 


WEST  VIROIMA— IOT7. 

The  Grand  Chapter  cf  West  Virginia  met  in  its  27th 
annual  convocation  at  Charleston,  on  the  8th  November, 

The  membership  of  constituent  chapters  is  1461,  a 
gain  of  loS, 

fC  E.  Companion  John  C.  Riheldatfer.  presided  as 
Grand  Migh  Priest,  in  the  absence  of  ^L  E.  Companion 
Jame^  McCahon,  who  was  unavoidab-y  absent. 

We  take  the  following  interesting  decision  from  the 
address  of  the  Grand  High  Priest : — 

The  H\%\i  Prifr«t  of  Daris  Chapter  No.  22  wrote  that  after  the  elec- 
tion of  a  candidate,  and  \itioTt  degrees  had  been  oonf erred  upon  him, 
obj'rction  was  interpo«ied  b\'  a  member  of  the  Chapter.  SnbseqiieiitlT, 
^/ut  without  withdrawing  his  objection,  the  objecting  Companion  died. 
Did  the  effect  of  the  objection  thereby  cease,  and  was  the  Chapter  at 
\'\\ftriy  to  proceed  to  confer  degrees  upon  the  candidate?  I  replied 
that  the  force  of  the  o^jjection  died  with  the  Companion  interposing  it 
and  that  that  oV^cction  could  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  bar  to  the 
conferring  of  the  degrees. 

M.  P:.  Comp.  John  C.  Riheluaffer,  Grand  High  Priest 
R,  E.  Cornp.  OoKi.  S.  LONG,  -         Grand  Secretary. 


WISCONSIN  63 


WISCONSIN— 18W. 


The  jubilee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin  is  not 
far  off.  Its  48th  annual  convocation  was  held  in  Mil- 
waukee, on  February  15th  and  i6th,  1898. 

M.  E.  Companion  A.  J.  Wallace  presided  and  reported 
that  two  chapters  had  been  constituted  during  the  year. 

The  statistics  show  that  there  were  322  exaltations 
in  the  jurisdiction  during-  the  year.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  5,974,  a  net  increase  of  80.  Eighty-three  of 
the  Companions  passed  through  the  vail  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  the  Supreme  Council. 

Companion  Wm.  C.  Swain  presents  another  of  his 
inimitable  reports  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 

Quebec  has  very  kind  notice  and  he  reproduces  some 
paragraphs  of  our  last  report. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  C.  Jackson,   -    Grand  High  Priest. 
R.  W.  Comp.  John  W.  Laflin,     -         Grand  Secretary. 


CONCLUSION. 


The  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Chap- 
ters that  have  reached  the  undersigned  have  received 
brief  notices  in  the  foregoing  report,  with  such  mention 
as  is  deemed  likely  to  interest  and  to  be  useful  to  the 
Companions  of  Quebec. 

With  fraternal  regards  both  to  the  Companions  of 
Quebec  and  also  to  the  Reviewers  of  other  jurisdictions^ 
this  report  is  submitted,  by 

E.  T.  D.  CHAMBERS,  P.G.Z., 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  andCottespondence 

of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec, 

Quebec  City,  April  19th,  1S99. 
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